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THIRD WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Rotary Year 2026-2027

Atty. Melvin A. Matibag
Director, National Bureau of Investigation

Thursday, July 23, 2026, 12:00 p.m.
Sheraton Manila Hotel

Registration /Lunch                                                           

Call to Order
President Reginald T. Yu

Invocation
﻿STAR Rotarian Joseph Benedict Gesmundo
 
Philippine National Anthem (AVP) 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale

The Four-Way Test
Rotarian Paul Anthony T. Koh

Introduction of Visiting Rotarians & Guests               
﻿Rotarian Juanito A. Simon 

Welcome Song
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale 

11:00 AM

12:15 PM

PART I 

Birthday Celebrants of the Week
July 19     PDG Obet Pagdanganan
July 24     Rtn. Philip Recto 
July 25     Rtn. JJ Fernandez
July 26     PS Ivan Uy

12:30 PM

PART II 
President’s Time

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and
Speaker                     
Secretary Albert S. Alday 

Address:               
Atty. Melvin A. Matibag

Director
National Bureau of Investigation

12:55 PM

1:00 PM

Open Forum

Response

Presentation of Certificate of
Appreciation                         

Adjournment 
President Reginald T. Yu

1:30 PM

1:55 PM

2:00 PM

Birthday Celebrants of the Week
July 28     Rtn Stefan Schmitz
July 30     Rtn Senen Mangalile

Birthday Song                       
RCM WF MUSIC CHORALE



events unfolding in the Philippines that
use these two as crutches for another
ideal called accountability.

Truth is distinct from fact although
they are cousins once removed. Facts
are verifiable, measurable, concrete,
and unchanging realities not founded
on subjective belief. That it did or did
not rain this afternoon is a fact, no
matter whether one slept through it.
Truth, however, requires a subject
consciousness to assert it. And it can
change over time, such that before
Copernicus and Galileo, it was true that
the Earth was the center of the
universe, and thereafter, it became the
Sun.

                  E expect to hear 
                  big words from 
                  today’s Guest of
Honor and Speaker, and
rightly so. Truth and
justice are two of the
strongest foundations of
the moral and social
order in any human
civilization, and the
National Bureau of
Investigation’s mission
statement itself avows
that it will “provide
quality investigative and
forensic services to the
people through advanced
methods and equipment
in the pursuit of truth and
justice.” This writer is
thus inspired to reflect
about truth and justice,
especially in light of the 

W
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Senen T. Mangalile
Editor-in-Chief

Truth and JusticeTruth and JusticeTruth and Justice

EDITORIAL
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Nonetheless, human consciousness
does not dwell singly on facts. The fact
that water boils at 100 degrees Celsius
achieves its best expression when a
cook is able to serve hard-boiled, soft-
boiled, and poached eggs as required.
Truth therefore provides the “why” to
the “what” of facts and, as human
consciousness gains a deeper
understanding, be it from experience or
education, truth becomes the
framework for the assignment of
meaning and a rendering of reality.

The problem with truth is that one’s
truth may be different from another’s.
Friedrich Nietzche, in his work Thus
Spoke Zarathustra, wrote: “By many
ways and modes I have come unto my
truth… This – is my way – where is
yours?” Are we thus consigned to
relativism, with each individual
asserting his or her own truth,
unassailable by virtue of its utter
subjectivity?

In this writer’s humble opinion, Swiss
theologian Hans Urs von Balthazar
provides the best description of truth
when he wrote that truth is symphonic.
Each and every ‘truth’ put forward by
anyone is akin to an instrument of a
symphonic orchestra, not one
instrument able to claim it is better
than the others because each one has its
part in the symphony. The orchestra  

itself may at times seem cacophonous,
such as when the musicians tune up
before the conductor takes his podium.
But once he taps his baton and
conducts, the composer’s design and
the raison d’être for the inclusion of
each instrument become undeniably
clear. 

In the same manner, the plurality of
cultures, multiplicity of worldviews,
broad range of backgrounds, and
variance in philosophies make for
many truths, such that the totality of
them would be difficult for one person
to grasp. However, by actively listening
and openly interacting with this
plurality, one may get to appreciate a
huge part of The Truth while humbly
accepting that it is bigger than one
person can handle.

Justice is a bit more straightforward.
Aristotle defines it as ensuring “a fair
mean” – a sense of proportionate
fairness that treats equals equally and
unequals unequally – both in an
individual’s conduct and in society’s
socio-political arrangements. Our
seminary professor, himself a
theologian from the Dominican Order,
used me and my classmate who was
much slimmer than me to illustrate
this. “Equality,” he said, “is giving
Senen and Rodolfo equal lengths of
leather, say 30 inches, for a belt. Senen 
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will find the belt too short and Rodolfo
will say it’s too long. Justice is giving
each of them, unequal as they are,
unequal lengths of leather.”

It can also get complicated, however.
Affirmative action in the United States,
for instance, is supposed to dispense
justice by favoring African Americans,
Latinos and other minority groups in,
say, university admissions, for the
purpose of correcting perceived racial
imbalance in the student body and deep
inequality in society. But in two
affirmative action cases brought before
it, the US Supreme Court contradicted
itself. In the Regents of the University of
California v. Bakke, decided in 1978, the
Court ruled that rigid racial quotas
violate the Equal Protection Clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment and Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The
ruling allowed a white student with the
right qualifications to be admitted to the
medical school despite racial quotas. In
Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) the Court
ruled that the University of Michigan
Law School could consider race as a
factor in admissions and denied a white
student’s appeal to be admitted because
giving underrepresented minority
groups more is a compelling state
interest. It was a case of ensuring, as the
cliché goes, that those who have less in
life should have more in law. Was there
justice in either case?
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EDITORIAL

Whatever criticisms may be labeled
against state policies and legal
instruments for failing to encompass the
totality and multiplicity of truths, and
whatever failings there may be in the
dispensation of justice in our country, it
remains clear as day that we need both
to ensure moral and societal order. I
hope our GOHAS will give our members
a clearer insight into truth and justice as
he sees them, and that he, in turn, will
gain from what I expect to be a very
lively Q&A session after his remarks.
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Whatever criticisms
may be labeled
against state policies
and legal instruments
for failing to
encompass the totality
and multiplicity of
truths, and whatever
failings there may be
in the dispensation of
justice in our country,
it remains clear as day
that we need both to
ensure moral and
societal order. 



          TTY. Melvin A. 
            Matibag currently 
              serves as the
Director of the National
Bureau of Investigation,
appointed by President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
on 20 February 2026.

He previously served as Acting Cabinet
Secretary from March 2022 to June
2022. Prior to this, he was the
President and Chief Executive Officer
of the National Transmission
Commission from January 2017 to
March 2022. He also served as
General Manager of the Manila
International Airport Authority from
October 2008 to 2010, in addition to
holding various positions in both the
government and private sectors.

Director Matibag is the husband of
Congresswoman Ma. Rene Ann
Lourdes G. Matibag, Representative of
the 1st District of Laguna, which
includes the City of San Pedro.

ATTY. MELVIN A. MATIBAG
Director

National Bureau of Investigation

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

Rotary Club of Manila     13

A
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He earned his Bachelor of Arts, major in
Philosophy, from the University of Santo
Tomas; his Juris Doctor from the Ateneo
de Manila University School of Law; and
his Master of Laws, major in Corporate
and Finance Law, from Wayne State
University in Michigan, USA.

He passed the Philippine Bar
Examinations in 1996.

Credit: NBI
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By President Reginald T. Yu

             HE The Rotary Club of Manila (RCM), the first Rotary Club 
             in Asia, held its Second Weekly Membership Meeting for 
             Rotary Year 2026–2027 on July 16 at the Fairmont Hotel
Makati, featuring internationally recognized criminologist and
criminal justice reform advocate Dr. Raymund E. Narag as Guest
of Honor and Speaker. The meeting centered on the theme of
hope, redemption, and meaningful reform of the Philippine
criminal justice system, while reaffirming the Club's commitment
to becoming a platform for ideas that inspire service and nation-
building.

T
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The meeting was called to order by
President Reginald T. Yu, who
welcomed members and guests to
another well-attended weekly
gathering under the Club's new theme,
"Rotary T.U.R.N. – Toward a Unified
Rotary Nation." Director John
Nico P. Valencia led the invocation,
followed by the playing of the
Philippine National Anthem through
the Club's newly produced Lupang
Hinirang video, the singing of the
Rotary Club of Manila Hymn by the
RCM World-Famous Music
Chorale, the recitation of the Four-
Way Test led by STAR Rotarian
Winston Ginez, the introduction of
visiting Rotarians and guests by
Rotarian Ingill Ra, and the
Welcome Song rendered by the
Chorale.
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STAR Rotarian
Winston Ginez
led the
recitation of the
Four-Way Test. 

Rotarian Ingill
Ra introduced
the visiting
Rotarians and
guests. 

President
Reginald T. Yu
called the
meeting to
order.

Director John
Nico P. Valencia
led the
invocation.
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The RCM Music Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn and serenaded the
guests with the RCM Welcome Song. 

President's Time

During the President's Time,
President Reggie expressed his
appreciation to the members for
another strong turnout at the Club's
weekly meeting, following the
overwhelming attendance recorded
during the Rotary Year's opening
program. He announced the Club's
first fellowship of the Rotary year, to
be held on July 23 at the Fairmont
Hotel, with the Board generously
waiving the usual fellowship
assessment to encourage wider
participation and strengthen
camaraderie among members.

During the President's Time, President Reggie Yu
expressed his appreciation to the members for
another strong turnout at the Club's weekly meeting.
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He also encouraged directors, officers,
and members to enroll in the
upcoming Rotary Learning Institute,
emphasizing that it remains one of
Rotary's most effective leadership
development programs and has helped
shape many of the organization's
outstanding leaders.

President Yu likewise revisited the
Club's new presidential theme, Rotary
T.U.R.N. – Toward a Unified Rotary
Nation, emphasizing that Rotary's
greatest impact is achieved when
members work together in unity 

despite differences in background,
profession, or perspective.

One of the highlights of the President's
Time was the presentation of a
Certificate of Appreciation to
Director Carlos G. "Charlie"
Serapio in recognition of his
invaluable contribution to the Club's
historic 107th Induction Ceremonies
through his sponsorship of the
internationally acclaimed STA Concert
Choir, whose performance elevated the
solemnity and grandeur of the
occasion.
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President Reggie Yu presented a Certificate
of Appreciation to Director Carlos G.
"Charlie" Serapio in recognition of his
invaluable contribution to the Club's historic
107th Induction Ceremonies through his
sponsorship of the internationally acclaimed
STA Concert Choir.

University Carbondale. A Fulbright
Scholar, he earned both his master's
and doctorate degrees from Michigan
State University after graduating cum
laude from the University of the
Philippines Diliman. His research
spans correctional administration,
prison governance, jail decongestion,
inmate rehabilitation, judicial reform,
parole and probation, and comparative
criminal justice. He has authored
numerous books, technical reports,
and internationally published studies
that have influenced correctional
policies in the Philippines and abroad.

Introducing a Distinguished
Scholar and Reformer

Director Michael Jaey C. Albaña
introduced the Guest of Honor and
Speaker, Dr. Raymund E. Narag,
highlighting his remarkable journey from
adversity to becoming one of the world's
foremost Filipino scholars in criminology
and corrections.

Dr. Narag currently serves as Associate
Professor and Graduate Program
Director of the School of Justice and
Public Safety at Southern Illinois 

Director Michael Jaey C. Albaña introduced
the Guest of Honor and Speaker, Dr.
Raymund E. Narag, highlighting his
remarkable journey from adversity to
becoming one of the world's foremost
Filipino scholars in criminology and
corrections.
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A Story of Hope, Redemption,
and Purpose

Speaking on the theme "Engaged
Scholarship and the Story of Hope and
Redemption," Dr. Narag captivated the
audience with a deeply personal account
of how he transformed one of the
darkest chapters of his life into a lifelong
mission of reform and public service.

He recounted how, as a promising
University of the Philippines student, he
was wrongfully accused of murder 

arising from a fraternity-related
incident in 1995. Despite maintaining
his innocence, he spent six years, nine
months, and four days in detention
before finally being acquitted. Rather
than allowing imprisonment to define
him, he resolved to use the experience
to better understand the country's
correctional system and to help improve
it for generations to come.

Inside Quezon City Jail, Dr. Narag
organized literacy classes, established
one of the country's earliest inmate 

Speaking on the theme "Engaged Scholarship: AStory of Hope and Redemption," Dr.
Narag captivated the audience with a deeply personal account of how he transformed
one of the darkest chapters of his life into a lifelong mission of reform and public service.
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paralegal programs, promoted
educational initiatives through UP
Pahinungod, and became actively
involved in inmate self-governance. These
experiences provided him with an
unprecedented understanding of prison
life, correctional administration, and the
realities faced by persons deprived of
liberty.

Upon his release, he immediately
documented his experiences in the
landmark book "Freedom and Death
Inside the City Jail," which later became
an important reference for judicial and
correctional reforms. His advocacy
extended beyond writing as he helped
develop the Simplified Inmate Records
System, the precursor of today's digital
inmate management system within the
Bureau of Jail Management and  
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Guest of Honor and Speaker, Dr. Raymund E.
Narag

Penology, and proposed practical reforms
that improved inmate documentation,
sentence monitoring, and jail
administration.

His remarkable journey eventually earned
him a Fulbright Scholarship, followed by
graduate studies and a doctorate in
criminal justice in the United States.
Today, he has become one of the leading
Filipino experts on correctional
management, prison reform, and
evidence-based criminal justice policy,
while continuing to return regularly to the
Philippines to assist government agencies
in developing humane, efficient, and
data-driven correctional systems.

Focus of the Speaker's Message:
Reform Through Compassion,
Research, and Evidence

At the heart of Dr. Narag's address was a
compelling message that criminal justice
reform must be anchored not only on
punishment, but also on fairness,
rehabilitation, human dignity, and
evidence-based policymaking.

Drawing from both lived experience and
decades of academic research, he
emphasized that prolonged pretrial
detention, jail congestion, outdated
management systems, and delayed
judicial processes inflict unnecessary
suffering not only on detainees but also
on their families and society as a whole.
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He argued that meaningful reform
requires better case management,
modern digital information systems,
improved inmate classification, expanded
legal assistance, strengthened
rehabilitation programs, and greater
coordination among law enforcement,
prosecutors, courts, correctional
institutions, and community
organizations.

Most importantly, Dr. Narag challenged
his audience to recognize that every
individual deserves an opportunity for
redemption. He reminded Rotarians that
behind every inmate is a human story,
and behind every successful reform is a
community willing to extend compassion
without compromising justice.

His message resonated deeply with the
Rotary ideals of Service Above Self,
encouraging members to view criminal
justice reform not merely as a legal issue,
but as a humanitarian concern that
demands leadership, innovation, and
collective action.

A Meaningful Open Forum

The presentation was followed by an
engaging open forum, where members
actively participated by sharing their own
experiences and raising questions on
prison management, judicial reforms,
alternatives to incarceration, inmate
rehabilitation, and policy
recommendations.
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During the Open Forum, members actively
participated by sharing their experiences and
raising questions about prison management,
judicial reforms, alternatives to incarceration,
inmate rehabilitation, and policy
recommendations.

Past Director Dean Amading Valdez
fondly recounted his early association
with Dr. Narag through the University of
the Philippines Office of Legal Aid, where
he first witnessed the young scholar's
dedication to justice and public service.
Other members likewise shared insights
and reflections, resulting in a thoughtful
exchange between practitioners,
academics, and civic leaders.



President Reggie Yu presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the Guest of Honor and Speaker,
Dr. Raymund E. Narag.
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The meeting also provided members
and guests ample opportunity for
fellowship before and after the
program. Rotarians welcomed guests
from various sectors, including
members of Dr. Narag's advocacy
network and representatives from
public service offices, reflecting the
Club's continuing role as a venue
where government, academe, civil
society, and business leaders engage
in meaningful dialogue.
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As the meeting concluded, members
expressed appreciation for one of the
most inspiring and substantive
presentations of the Rotary year. Dr.
Narag's extraordinary journey —
from wrongful imprisonment to
internationally respected scholar and
reform advocate — served as a
powerful reminder that adversity can
become purpose, knowledge can
inspire reform, and hope can
transform lives.

Fellowship and Shared Commitment
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President Reggie formally adjourned
the meeting after the presentation of
the Certificate of Appreciation to Dr.
Narag, thanking him for sharing not
only his scholarship but also his
deeply personal testimony of
resilience, redemption, and
unwavering commitment to improving
the Philippine justice system.
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President Reginald T. Yu formally adjourned
the second Weekly Membership Meeting. 



Meeting Fellowship
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Meeting Fellowship
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
July 16, 2026

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2026-2027
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ATTENDANCE REPORT
July 2026
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As of July 21, 2026
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List of Members Who Have Paid Their
Annual Dues for RY 2026-2027
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Present at the meeting were (standing,
from left, in the photo above)
Consultant Anna Kun Toledo, District
Governor Nominee Hermie Esguerra,
Secretary Albert Alday, Past District
Governor Alex Cureg, and Executive
Secretary Lhea Lozano; (seated, from
left) Past President Ebot Tan, Jujut
Enriquez, President Reggie Yu, Past
President Archit Bartolome, Past
District Governor Jackie Rodriguez, Past
District Governor Rudy Bediones, and
Centennial President Susing Pineda.
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The Council of Past Presidents held a
meeting on July 16, 2026 at the
Sampiro Room of the Fairmont Hotel. 

Meeting of the Council of Past Presidents
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Meeting of the Council of Past Presidents
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Past President Archit Bartolome
presided over the meeting, presenting
the agenda for the Council of Past
Presidents. This was followed by
President Reggie Yu, who outlined the
year's roadmap.

Exchange 
of ideas
between 
the past
presidents



Don’t miss our Weekly
Membership Meeting on July 30

with Senator Risa Hontiveros
as Guest of Honor & Speaker

Don’t miss our Weekly
Membership Meeting on July 30

with Senator Risa Hontiveros
as Guest of Honor & Speaker

See you later
at our first monthly

fellowship
for RY 2026-2027

See you later
at our first monthly

fellowship
for RY 2026-2027
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DISTRICT EVENTS

PDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Vince
Carlos and President Reggie Yu
attended the 34th Induction and
Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary
Club of Chinatown-Manila last July
16, 2026 at the Gloriamaris Shark’s
Fin Restaurant at the Mall of Asia
Arena Annex Bldg., Pasay City.

34th Induction and Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila
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DISTRICT EVENTS

34th Induction and Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila

DGN Hermie Esguerra conducting
the Charging of New Members
during the 34th Handover and
Induction Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila.
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DGN Hermie Esguerra with DG
Bing Carrion at the induction of the
Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila

President Reggie Yu
with his fellow
Impact Creating
Presidents during
the induction of the
Rotary Club of
Chinatown-Manila
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 61st Induction and Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Makati

DISTRICT EVENTS
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President Reggie Yu with Rotary Club of
Makati President Christopher Ferareza
when he attended the 61st Induction
and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary
Club of Makati last July 17, 2026 at the
Rigodon Ballroom, The Peninsula
Manila, Makati City.

DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S.
Alday and Rtn. Kathyreen Grace
Rengalota of the Rotary Club of Naga
when he attended the 61st Induction
and Handover Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Makati last July 17,
2026.
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13th Induction and 12th Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Quiapo Plaza Miranda

DISTRICT EVENTS
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President Reggie Yu attended the 13th
Induction and 12th Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Quiapo Plaza
Miranda last July 17, 2026 at the Top of
the Alpha, Alphaland Place, Makati City.

DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 13th
Induction and 12th Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Quiapo Plaza
Miranda last July 17, 2026 at the Top of
the Alpha, Alphaland Place, Makati City.
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“Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference

DISTRICT EVENTS
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“Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference

DISTRICT EVENTS
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President Reggie Yu
attended “Pagbuklod”
Seven Areas of Focus
Conference last July
18, 2026 at the Acero
Hall, Philippine
Marine Corps, Fort
Bonifacio, Taguig City.

President Reggie Yu with fellow Impact
Creating Presidents at the “Pagbuklod”
Seven Areas of Focus Conference

President Reggie Yu listening intently
during “Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus
Conference
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43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel,

Daughter Club of the Rotary Club of Manila

DISTRICT EVENTS
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PDG Rudy Bediones and DGN Hermie
Esguerra attended the 43rd Anniversary and
44th Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary
Club of Manila San Miguel, daughter club of
the Rotary Club of Manila, last July 20, 2026
at the One Shang Place, Mandaluyong City.

President Reggie Yu in a dancing mood
when he attended the 43rd Anniversary
and 44th Induction Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel.

PDG Vince Carlos attended the 43rd
Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel.

DGN Hermie Esguerra conducted the
Charging of New Members during the
43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction
Ceremonies of RC Manila San Miguel.
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COGS IN THE WHEEL
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IA Gani Macatoman was chosen as one of
UE’s 75 Most Outstanding Alumni
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ROTARY INFORMATION
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IN THE NEWS
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RCM Past President/Former Supreme Court
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban’s Column

in Philippine Daily Inquirer 
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IN THE NEWS
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	EDITORIAL
	Truth and Justice
	E expect to hear                    big words from                    today’s Guest of Honor and Speaker, and rightly so. Truth and justice are two of the strongest foundations of the moral and social order in any human civilization, and the National Bureau of Investigation’s mission statement itself avows that it will “provide quality investigative and forensic services to the people through advanced methods and equipment in the pursuit of truth and justice.” This writer is thus inspired to reflect about truth and justice, especially in light of the
	Senen T. Mangalile Editor-in-Chief
	events unfolding in the Philippines that use these two as crutches for another ideal called accountability.
	Truth is distinct from fact although they are cousins once removed. Facts are verifiable, measurable, concrete, and unchanging realities not founded on subjective belief. That it did or did not rain this afternoon is a fact, no matter whether one slept through it. Truth, however, requires a subject consciousness to assert it. And it can change over time, such that before Copernicus and Galileo, it was true that the Earth was the center of the universe, and thereafter, it became the Sun.
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	Nonetheless, human consciousness does not dwell singly on facts. The fact that water boils at 100 degrees Celsius achieves its best expression when a cook is able to serve hard-boiled, soft-boiled, and poached eggs as required. Truth therefore provides the “why” to the “what” of facts and, as human consciousness gains a deeper understanding, be it from experience or education, truth becomes the framework for the assignment of meaning and a rendering of reality.
	The problem with truth is that one’s truth may be different from another’s. Friedrich Nietzche, in his work Thus Spoke Zarathustra, wrote: “By many ways and modes I have come unto my truth… This – is my way – where is yours?” Are we thus consigned to relativism, with each individual asserting his or her own truth, unassailable by virtue of its utter subjectivity?
	In this writer’s humble opinion, Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthazar provides the best description of truth when he wrote that truth is symphonic. Each and every ‘truth’ put forward by anyone is akin to an instrument of a symphonic orchestra, not one instrument able to claim it is better than the others because each one has its part in the symphony. The orchestra
	itself may at times seem cacophonous, such as when the musicians tune up before the conductor takes his podium. But once he taps his baton and conducts, the composer’s design and the raison d’être for the inclusion of each instrument become undeniably clear.
	In the same manner, the plurality of cultures, multiplicity of worldviews, broad range of backgrounds, and variance in philosophies make for many truths, such that the totality of them would be difficult for one person to grasp. However, by actively listening and openly interacting with this plurality, one may get to appreciate a huge part of The Truth while humbly accepting that it is bigger than one person can handle.
	Justice is a bit more straightforward. Aristotle defines it as ensuring “a fair mean” – a sense of proportionate fairness that treats equals equally and unequals unequally – both in an individual’s conduct and in society’s socio-political arrangements. Our seminary professor, himself a theologian from the Dominican Order, used me and my classmate who was much slimmer than me to illustrate this. “Equality,” he said, “is giving Senen and Rodolfo equal lengths of leather, say 30 inches, for a belt. Senen
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	will find the belt too short and Rodolfo will say it’s too long. Justice is giving each of them, unequal as they are, unequal lengths of leather.”
	It can also get complicated, however. Affirmative action in the United States, for instance, is supposed to dispense justice by favoring African Americans, Latinos and other minority groups in, say, university admissions, for the purpose of correcting perceived racial imbalance in the student body and deep inequality in society. But in two affirmative action cases brought before it, the US Supreme Court contradicted itself. In the Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, decided in 1978, the Court ruled that rigid racial quotas violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The ruling allowed a white student with the right qualifications to be admitted to the medical school despite racial quotas. In Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) the Court ruled that the University of Michigan Law School could consider race as a factor in admissions and denied a white student’s appeal to be admitted because giving underrepresented minority groups more is a compelling state interest. It was a case of ensuring, as the cliché goes, that those who have less in life should have more in law. Was there justice in either case?
	Whatever criticisms may be labeled against state policies and legal instruments for failing to encompass the totality and multiplicity of truths, and whatever failings there may be in the dispensation of justice in our country, it remains clear as day that we need both to ensure moral and societal order.
	Whatever criticisms may be labeled against state policies and legal instruments for failing to encompass the totality and multiplicity of truths, and whatever failings there may be in the dispensation of justice in our country, it remains clear as day that we need both to ensure moral and societal order. I hope our GOHAS will give our members a clearer insight into truth and justice as he sees them, and that he, in turn, will gain from what I expect to be a very lively Q&A session after his remarks.


	GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
	TTY. Melvin A.              Matibag currently                serves as the Director of the National Bureau of Investigation, appointed by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on 20 February 2026.
	He previously served as Acting Cabinet Secretary from March 2022 to June 2022. Prior to this, he was the President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Transmission Commission from January 2017 to March 2022. He also served as General Manager of the Manila International Airport Authority from October 2008 to 2010, in addition to holding various positions in both the government and private sectors.
	Director Matibag is the husband of Congresswoman Ma. Rene Ann Lourdes G. Matibag, Representative of the 1st District of Laguna, which includes the City of San Pedro.
	ATTY. MELVIN A. MATIBAG Director National Bureau of Investigation
	He earned his Bachelor of Arts, major in Philosophy, from the University of Santo Tomas; his Juris Doctor from the Ateneo de Manila University School of Law; and his Master of Laws, major in Corporate and Finance Law, from Wayne State University in Michigan, USA.
	He passed the Philippine Bar Examinations in 1996.


	Rotary Club of Manila Hears Powerful Call for Criminal Justice Reform at Second Weekly Membership Meeting
	By President Reginald T. Yu
	HE The Rotary Club of Manila (RCM), the first Rotary Club               in Asia, held its Second Weekly Membership Meeting for               Rotary Year 2026–2027 on July 16 at the Fairmont Hotel Makati, featuring internationally recognized criminologist and criminal justice reform advocate Dr. Raymund E. Narag as Guest of Honor and Speaker. The meeting centered on the theme of hope, redemption, and meaningful reform of the Philippine criminal justice system, while reaffirming the Club's commitment to becoming a platform for ideas that inspire service and nation-building.
	32 | MIXED • OCTOBER 2019


	The meeting was called to order by President Reginald T. Yu, who welcomed members and guests to another well-attended weekly gathering under the Club's new theme, "Rotary T.U.R.N. – Toward a Unified Rotary Nation." Director John Nico P. Valencia led the invocation, followed by the playing of the Philippine National Anthem through the Club's newly produced Lupang Hinirang video, the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn by the RCM World-Famous Music Chorale, the recitation of the Four-Way Test led by STAR Rotarian Winston Ginez, the introduction of visiting Rotarians and guests by Rotarian Ingill Ra, and the Welcome Song rendered by the Chorale.
	President Reginald T. Yu called the meeting to order.
	Director John Nico P. Valencia led the invocation.
	STAR Rotarian Winston Ginez led the recitation of the Four-Way Test.
	Rotarian Ingill Ra introduced the visiting Rotarians and guests.
	The RCM Music Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn and serenaded the guests with the RCM Welcome Song.


	President's Time
	During the President's Time, President Reggie expressed his appreciation to the members for another strong turnout at the Club's weekly meeting, following the overwhelming attendance recorded during the Rotary Year's opening program. He announced the Club's first fellowship of the Rotary year, to be held on July 23 at the Fairmont Hotel, with the Board generously waiving the usual fellowship assessment to encourage wider participation and strengthen camaraderie among members.
	During the President's Time, President Reggie Yu expressed his appreciation to the members for another strong turnout at the Club's weekly meeting.


	He also encouraged directors, officers, and members to enroll in the upcoming Rotary Learning Institute, emphasizing that it remains one of Rotary's most effective leadership development programs and has helped shape many of the organization's outstanding leaders.
	President Yu likewise revisited the Club's new presidential theme, Rotary T.U.R.N. – Toward a Unified Rotary Nation, emphasizing that Rotary's greatest impact is achieved when members work together in unity
	despite differences in background, profession, or perspective.
	One of the highlights of the President's Time was the presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to Director Carlos G. "Charlie" Serapio in recognition of his invaluable contribution to the Club's historic 107th Induction Ceremonies through his sponsorship of the internationally acclaimed STA Concert Choir, whose performance elevated the solemnity and grandeur of the occasion.
	President Reggie Yu presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Director Carlos G. "Charlie" Serapio in recognition of his invaluable contribution to the Club's historic 107th Induction Ceremonies through his sponsorship of the internationally acclaimed STA Concert Choir.
	Director Michael Jaey C. Albaña introduced the Guest of Honor and Speaker, Dr. Raymund E. Narag, highlighting his remarkable journey from adversity to becoming one of the world's foremost Filipino scholars in criminology and corrections.

	Introducing a Distinguished Scholar and Reformer
	Director Michael Jaey C. Albaña introduced the Guest of Honor and Speaker, Dr. Raymund E. Narag, highlighting his remarkable journey from adversity to becoming one of the world's foremost Filipino scholars in criminology and corrections.
	Dr. Narag currently serves as Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director of the School of Justice and Public Safety at Southern Illinois
	University Carbondale. A Fulbright Scholar, he earned both his master's and doctorate degrees from Michigan State University after graduating cum laude from the University of the Philippines Diliman. His research spans correctional administration, prison governance, jail decongestion, inmate rehabilitation, judicial reform, parole and probation, and comparative criminal justice. He has authored numerous books, technical reports, and internationally published studies that have influenced correctional policies in the Philippines and abroad.
	Speaking on the theme "Engaged Scholarship: AStory of Hope and Redemption," Dr. Narag captivated the audience with a deeply personal account of how he transformed one of the darkest chapters of his life into a lifelong mission of reform and public service.


	A Story of Hope, Redemption, and Purpose
	Speaking on the theme "Engaged Scholarship and the Story of Hope and Redemption," Dr. Narag captivated the audience with a deeply personal account of how he transformed one of the darkest chapters of his life into a lifelong mission of reform and public service.
	He recounted how, as a promising University of the Philippines student, he was wrongfully accused of murder
	arising from a fraternity-related incident in 1995. Despite maintaining his innocence, he spent six years, nine months, and four days in detention before finally being acquitted. Rather than allowing imprisonment to define him, he resolved to use the experience to better understand the country's correctional system and to help improve it for generations to come.
	Inside Quezon City Jail, Dr. Narag organized literacy classes, established one of the country's earliest inmate
	Guest of Honor and Speaker, Dr. Raymund E. Narag

	paralegal programs, promoted educational initiatives through UP Pahinungod, and became actively involved in inmate self-governance. These experiences provided him with an unprecedented understanding of prison life, correctional administration, and the realities faced by persons deprived of liberty.
	Upon his release, he immediately documented his experiences in the landmark book "Freedom and Death Inside the City Jail," which later became an important reference for judicial and correctional reforms. His advocacy extended beyond writing as he helped develop the Simplified Inmate Records System, the precursor of today's digital inmate management system within the Bureau of Jail Management and
	Penology, and proposed practical reforms that improved inmate documentation, sentence monitoring, and jail administration.
	His remarkable journey eventually earned him a Fulbright Scholarship, followed by graduate studies and a doctorate in criminal justice in the United States. Today, he has become one of the leading Filipino experts on correctional management, prison reform, and evidence-based criminal justice policy, while continuing to return regularly to the Philippines to assist government agencies in developing humane, efficient, and data-driven correctional systems.

	Focus of the Speaker's Message: Reform Through Compassion, Research, and Evidence
	At the heart of Dr. Narag's address was a compelling message that criminal justice reform must be anchored not only on punishment, but also on fairness, rehabilitation, human dignity, and evidence-based policymaking.
	Drawing from both lived experience and decades of academic research, he emphasized that prolonged pretrial detention, jail congestion, outdated management systems, and delayed judicial processes inflict unnecessary suffering not only on detainees but also on their families and society as a whole.
	He argued that meaningful reform requires better case management, modern digital information systems, improved inmate classification, expanded legal assistance, strengthened rehabilitation programs, and greater coordination among law enforcement, prosecutors, courts, correctional institutions, and community organizations.
	Most importantly, Dr. Narag challenged his audience to recognize that every individual deserves an opportunity for redemption. He reminded Rotarians that behind every inmate is a human story, and behind every successful reform is a community willing to extend compassion without compromising justice.
	His message resonated deeply with the Rotary ideals of Service Above Self, encouraging members to view criminal justice reform not merely as a legal issue, but as a humanitarian concern that demands leadership, innovation, and collective action.

	A Meaningful Open Forum
	The presentation was followed by an engaging open forum, where members actively participated by sharing their own experiences and raising questions on prison management, judicial reforms, alternatives to incarceration, inmate rehabilitation, and policy recommendations.
	Past Director Dean Amading Valdez fondly recounted his early association with Dr. Narag through the University of the Philippines Office of Legal Aid, where he first witnessed the young scholar's dedication to justice and public service. Other members likewise shared insights and reflections, resulting in a thoughtful exchange between practitioners, academics, and civic leaders.
	During the Open Forum, members actively participated by sharing their experiences and raising questions about prison management, judicial reforms, alternatives to incarceration, inmate rehabilitation, and policy recommendations.
	President Reggie Yu presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the Guest of Honor and Speaker, Dr. Raymund E. Narag.


	Fellowship and Shared Commitment
	The meeting also provided members and guests ample opportunity for fellowship before and after the program. Rotarians welcomed guests from various sectors, including members of Dr. Narag's advocacy network and representatives from public service offices, reflecting the Club's continuing role as a venue where government, academe, civil society, and business leaders engage in meaningful dialogue.
	As the meeting concluded, members expressed appreciation for one of the most inspiring and substantive presentations of the Rotary year. Dr. Narag's extraordinary journey — from wrongful imprisonment to internationally respected scholar and reform advocate — served as a powerful reminder that adversity can become purpose, knowledge can inspire reform, and hope can transform lives.

	President Reggie formally adjourned the meeting after the presentation of the Certificate of Appreciation to Dr. Narag, thanking him for sharing not only his scholarship but also his deeply personal testimony of resilience, redemption, and unwavering commitment to improving the Philippine justice system.
	President Reginald T. Yu formally adjourned the second Weekly Membership Meeting.
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	LIST OF ATTENDEES July 16, 2026

	List of Members Who Have Paid Their Annual Dues for RY 2026-2027
	As of July 21, 2026

	CLUB ADMINISTRATION
	Meeting of the Council of Past Presidents
	The Council of Past Presidents held a meeting on July 16, 2026 at the Sampiro Room of the Fairmont Hotel.
	Present at the meeting were (standing, from left, in the photo above) Consultant Anna Kun Toledo, District Governor Nominee Hermie Esguerra, Secretary Albert Alday, Past District Governor Alex Cureg, and Executive Secretary Lhea Lozano; (seated, from left) Past President Ebot Tan, Jujut Enriquez, President Reggie Yu, Past President Archit Bartolome, Past District Governor Jackie Rodriguez, Past District Governor Rudy Bediones, and Centennial President Susing Pineda.
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	CLUB ADMINISTRATION
	Meeting of the Council of Past Presidents
	Past President Archit Bartolome presided over the meeting, presenting the agenda for the Council of Past Presidents. This was followed by President Reggie Yu, who outlined the year's roadmap.
	Exchange  of ideas between  the past presidents
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	34th Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila
	PDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Vince Carlos and President Reggie Yu attended the 34th Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila last July 16, 2026 at the Gloriamaris Shark’s Fin Restaurant at the Mall of Asia Arena Annex Bldg., Pasay City.
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	34th Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila
	DGN Hermie Esguerra conducting the Charging of New Members during the 34th Handover and Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila.
	DGN Hermie Esguerra with DG Bing Carrion at the induction of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila
	President Reggie Yu with his fellow Impact Creating Presidents during the induction of the Rotary Club of Chinatown-Manila
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	61st Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Makati
	President Reggie Yu with Rotary Club of Makati President Christopher Ferareza when he attended the 61st Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Makati last July 17, 2026 at the Rigodon Ballroom, The Peninsula Manila, Makati City.
	DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday and Rtn. Kathyreen Grace Rengalota of the Rotary Club of Naga when he attended the 61st Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Makati last July 17, 2026.
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	13th Induction and 12th Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Quiapo Plaza Miranda
	President Reggie Yu attended the 13th Induction and 12th Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Quiapo Plaza Miranda last July 17, 2026 at the Top of the Alpha, Alphaland Place, Makati City.
	DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 13th Induction and 12th Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Quiapo Plaza Miranda last July 17, 2026 at the Top of the Alpha, Alphaland Place, Makati City.
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	“Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	“Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference
	President Reggie Yu attended “Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference last July 18, 2026 at the Acero Hall, Philippine Marine Corps, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.
	President Reggie Yu with fellow Impact Creating Presidents at the “Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference
	President Reggie Yu listening intently during “Pagbuklod” Seven Areas of Focus Conference
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel, Daughter Club of the Rotary Club of Manila
	PDG Rudy Bediones and DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel, daughter club of the Rotary Club of Manila, last July 20, 2026 at the One Shang Place, Mandaluyong City.
	DGN Hermie Esguerra conducted the Charging of New Members during the 43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies of RC Manila San Miguel.
	President Reggie Yu in a dancing mood when he attended the 43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel.
	PDG Vince Carlos attended the 43rd Anniversary and 44th Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel.
	32 | MIXED • OCTOBER 2019



	COGS IN THE WHEEL
	IA Gani Macatoman was chosen as one of UE’s 75 Most Outstanding Alumni
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