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Fellowship is a magical ingredient that never fails to foster closer friendships and
solidify common pursuits and ideals among members of an organization. A healthy
dose of fellowship certainly plays a pivotal factor in developing a more cordial and
relaxed environment, engendering over-all better results. As a truly powerful force that
connects individuals and drives collective progress, fellowship activities are instrumental
in energizing organizations. No doubt, the best way to render service above self is to do
so with other selves who serve. Volunteer work, when performed with friends and
buddies who are fellow servant-leaders, becomes more fun, encouraging, and
meaningful.
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Hope and optimism are clearly intertwined. On the one hand, Hope is “something good that
you want to happen in the future, or a confident feeling about what will happen in the
future.” Optimism, on the other hand, is “the quality of being full of hope and emphasizing
the good parts of a situation, or a belief that something good will happen.”

Hope, which is to desire with the expectation of obtainment or fulfillment, is certainly a key
tool in dealing with many aspects of life. Indeed, being hopeful or fostering an optimistic
mindset diffuses the air of negativity or bad vibes, and at once sets the tone and direction of
an organization. Without hope or optimism, a leader would simply withdraw and allow
himself to be defeated by the headwinds, headaches, and the hard headedness of a
problematic few. But when positively motivated, when infused with hope, when one’s moral
compass is clear, a leader will be firm, bullish, and unapologetically soldier on to do what he
morally believes must be carried out. 

Hope-creating President Raffy Alunan had a challenging year due to numerous factors ad
reasons. The death of his beloved wife a few months ago, for one, heavily affected him as he
was about to start the crucial final quarter of his term. All these notwithstanding, he
remained optimistic and hopeful. He courageously held the fort, forged ahead, unyieldingly
protected the legacy and good name of the Club, and with fortitude defended and upheld
the Four-Way Test. President Raffy was eventually vindicated when the Club received a
respectable number of awards given by RI District 3810 on June 15.

Congratulations to President Raffy and to Team RCM! Kudos to those officers who truly
honored their sworn duties, and those who faithfully and judiciously served the Club. Hope
was truly created this year; and with this hope and optimism, Asia’s First Rotary Club is ready
now more than ever to shine this forthcoming magical year.

To DGE Jackie, PE Jujut, and the incoming directors and officers: may the force be with you as
you lead the District and the Club in this unfolding Rotary year. Remember, there is hope to
be harvested, lessons to be learned, projects to be pursued, ideas to be initiated, and
reforms to be reinforced. 

Again, congratulations Pres. Raffy; and Godspeed, DGE Jackie and PE Jujut! 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
HOPE springs eternal 

Alexander Pope in his poem “An Essay on Man” wrote:
“Hope springs eternal in the human breast”, thereby
reflecting the idea that people continue to hope for
better outcomes, no matter the difficulties they
encounter. With this, the phrase “hope springs eternal”
has become known to suggest that human beings
always find a reason to be optimistic, even in the face
of adversity.

Indeed, Hope fuels motivation and provides the
mental strength to endure difficult situations. It gives
one a solid anchor to maintain a sense of purpose and
believe that things will be well, better even. 
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

Efficiently navigating the flow of the meeting, Sec. Edwin H. Hernandez
acted as the week’s Program Moderator. 
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42     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 13, 2024

ndnd



CALL TO ORDER

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 42nd weekly
membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION
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DE Henry Sy Go led the invocation
with a heartfelt prayer, setting the
tone for the meeting.
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect
as they sang the Philippine National Anthem.



ROTARY HYMN
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Manila Rotarians filled the venue with the dynamic music
and meaningful lyrics of the Rotary Hymn.
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FOUR-WAY TEST

Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test
with the recitation of this mantra led by Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios.
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WELCOME SONG

The guests were delighted with the singing
of RCM’s signature Welcome Song.
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ATHLETE OF THE YEAR AWARD

DGE Jackie delivered an inspiring speech as he presented the ‘Athlete of the Year Award’ to the
national basketball team GILAS, received on the team’s behalf by Head Coach Tim Cone. His
words celebrated the team's dedication, hard work, and exceptional achievements in the sport.



President Raffy Alunan requested the RCM members to observe a moment of silence and prayer
for the untimely passing of RCM member Sebastian “Basti” Lacson. In addition, he presented a
music video entitled “O Bayan Ko,” which he also encouraged the RCM Chorale to include in their
repertoire in the future, as it showcases patriotism for the country. 
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER

Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio introduced the guest speaker.
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SPEECH OF THE GUEST SPEAKER
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Head Coach Earl Timothy “Tim” Cone gave an interesting, insightful, and informative talk. 

OPEN FORUM 

Coach Tim Cone welcomed
and gamely responded to
equally interesting queries
posed by Manila Rotarians.
(below photos from left) 
Dir. Hans Palacios, PD
Oscar Del Rosario, Pres.
Raffy Alunan, Sec. Edwin
Hernandez, and IA Nick
Locsin.
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Head Coach Tim Cone happily received RCM’s Plaque of
Appreciation, which was handed by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan
III and DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez Sr. and witnessed by
Sec. Edwin Hernandez.
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

After the presentation of the plaque of appreciation, 
President Raffy Alunan adjourned the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
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FELLOWSHIP
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

June 20, 2024    |    Page 13



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of June 19, 2024)
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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DISTRICT AWARDS & RECOGNITION
2024
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Luzon & Visayas Ballroom, Hotel Sofitel Manila
June 15, 2024 

AWARDS RECEIVED BY THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

1.) Leadership Award
2.) Best in Basic Education and Literacy
3.) Best in Maternal and Childcare
4.) Best in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
5.) Best in Disease Prevention and Treatment
6.) Best in Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention
7.) Best in Community Economic Development
8.) Best in Environment
9.) Governors Challenge Achievement Award
10.) Appreciation Award for District Service - 
        BLA Raoul Creencia

11.) Appreciation award for District Service - 
        ABLA Teddy Kalaw
12.) Best in Vocational Service per Area
13.) Best in Club Bulletin
14.) Best in Public Image
15.) Best in Vocational Service per Category (cat 4)
16.) Best in Club Meetings per Category (cat 4)
17.) Outstanding Rotary Club
18.) Outstanding Rotary Club President



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

DISTRICT AWARDS & RECOGNITION
2024

Present at the event were Pres. Raffy Alunan, Treas. PJ Garcia, DE Henry Go, IA Nick Locsin,
Dir. Hans Palacios, PT Lito Sibayan, PD Noy Benedicto, PDG Rudy Bediones, and DGE Jackie
Rodriguez.
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DISTRICT AWARDS & RECOGNITION
2024
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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RECOGNITION CORNER
Rtn./Dr. Aveno "Jun" Aventura, Jr.

Takes Oath as Philippine Heart Center’s
New Executive Director
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Rtn./Dr. Aveno "Jun" Aventura, Jr. was sworn in
as the new Executive Director of the Philippine
Heart Center. Honorary Member/Rtn. Nilo
Aventura (former Executive Director) of the
Philippine Heart Center witnessed the oath-
taking ceremony.

With Hon. Teodoro J. Herbosa, MD,
Secretary of the Department of Health,
Dra. Emily Tan-Aventura and son
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