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Thursday, 9 January 2025, 12:30 PM
Manila Polo Club

12:00 PM Registration 

Call to Order   |  PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ
                               PE CHRISTOPHER “DINO” C. DUMATOL
                               (RC Makati West)

12:30 PM

Invocation | PD JOSE “Pepo” A. NUÑEZ, JR.
Philippine National Anthem | AVP 

The Four (4) Way Test | RTN. MGUEL ANTONIO “Mike” L. OZAETA
Acknowledgement of Guests  
PP ARSENIO “Archit” M. BARTOLOME
Welcome Song | RCM WF MUSIC CHORALE
Birthday Celebrants

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song | RCM WF Chorale     
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Moderator: PP ARSENIO “Archit” M. BARTOLOME

PART I

Rtn. Sinan Batur
PD Titong Mendoza
Rtn. Xavy Zialcita

Jan. 3
Jan. 5

Jan. 7
Jan. 8
Jan. 9

Rtn. David Lim
PIA Jimmy Laya
Rtn. Jerry Zheng

a joint meeting with
Rotary Club of Makati West

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn | RCM WF Music Chorale
Rotary Club of Makati West Hymn | RC Makati West Members

RC Manila

RC Makati West
Jan. 5
Jan. 10

PP Fern Peña 
Rtn. Juni del Rosario 

Jan. 11
Jan. 12

Sps. Julienne Vital 
Sps. Joji Bautista 

Wedding Anniversary

Jan. 3
Jan. 3
Jan. 7
Jan. 9
Jan. 12

Rtn. Timmy Chuidian/Sps. Barbee
Rtn. Bibit Factoran/ Sps. Paola 
Rtn. Lito Mercado/ Sps. Chary 
Rtn. Jimmy Bautista/Sps. Joji
Dir. Charles Rufino/ Sps. Teresa 

12:50 PM President’s Time  |  PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ
                                    PE CHRISTOPHER “DINO” C. DUMATOL
                                    (RC Makati West)

Induction of new Honorary Members

Introduction of new Honorary Members 
PDG VICENTE “Vince” J. CARLOS

Santiago “Santi” F. Dumlao, Jr.
 - Past President, RY 1984-85

Artemio “Art” Panganiban
 - Fmr. Chief Justice (Ret.), Supreme Court of the Philippines
 - RC Manila Past President, RY 1990-91

1. 

2.

Oath of Membership | PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ
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PROGRAM

1:45 PM Open Forum / Q.A.

2:00 PM

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker 
VP JOEL VALDES

Guest of Honor and Speaker
 

Address:

ELI M. REMOLONA, JR., PhD
Governor, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

Adjournment 
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ
PE CHRISTOPHER “Dino” C. DUMATOL 
(RC Makati West)

PART II

1:00 PM

1:55 PM Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ
PE CHRISTOPHER “Dino” C. DUMATOL 
(RC Makati West)

Video Presentation1:50 PM



Guest of Honor and SpeakerGuest of Honor and Speaker
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Governor Remolona has extensive policy and
operational experience in monetary policy
and international finance, having worked for
19 years at the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS) and 14 years for the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

At the BIS, he was Head of Financial
Markets and Editor of the BIS Quarterly
Review. Later, he became Chief
Representative for Asia and the Pacific.

From 2019 to 2022, Governor Remolona
served as professor of finance and director of
central banking at the Asia School of 

Business in Kuala Lumpur. He also taught at
Williams College, Columbia University, New
York University, and the University of the
Philippines-School of Economics.

Before his appointment to the Monetary
Board in 2022, Governor Remolona served as
independent director of a universal bank and
chairman of its risk management committee.

He earned his PhD in Economics with
distinction from Stanford University and
obtained his bachelor’s degree in Economics
with honors from the Ateneo de Manila
University.

Eli M.
REMOLONA JR., PhD
GovernorGovernor
Bangko Sentral ng PilipinasBangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

               R. ELI M. Remolona, Jr. is the seventh 
                Governor of the BSP and Chairman of 
                the Monetary Board.D



             HE Rotary Club of Manila
             (RCM) rings in the new year
             with a tradition that underscores
our role as a vital forum for meaningful
discourse and forward-thinking
leadership. In keeping with this proud
custom, we are honored to host Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Governor Eli
Remolona as our first Guest-of-Honor
and Speaker for 2025.  

Governor Remolona, one of the
nation’s foremost monetary experts, will
deliver a critical address on his
economic forecast for the Philippines.
His presence not only signals the
importance of collaboration between
policymakers and civic organizations
but also highlights RCM’s decades-long
tradition of hosting the BSP Governor
as our first speaker of the year. This
event sets the tone for what lies ahead
economically for our nation, offering
clarity and direction as we begin
another year of service and enterprise.  

The Philippine economy has proven
resilient in recent years, rebounding
from the pandemic-induced downturn
with a commendable recovery 

Reginald T. Yu
Editor-in-Chief

EDITORIAL

T

trajectory. In 2023, GDP growth
stabilized, fueled by a surge in domestic
consumption, increased remittances, and
a reinvigorated export sector. By 2024,
despite global headwinds such as
inflationary pressures, geopolitical
tensions, and supply chain disruptions,
the economy maintained a solid pace,
supported by robust infrastructure
investments and improving investor
confidence. 

However, challenges remain. The rising
cost of living, fueled by persistent
inflation, has eroded purchasing power,
especially among low- and middle-
income households. Interest rate adjust-
ments by the BSP, though necessary to
manage inflation, have created ripples in
consumer spending and business
expansion. Additionally, external risks
such as global economic slowdowns and
fluctuating oil prices continue to cast a
shadow on growth prospects.  

As we look to 2025, the Philippine
economy stands at a critical juncture.
The foundation for long-term growth
lies in sustaining the momentum of key
reforms initiated in recent years:
financial inclusion, infrastructure
development, and green energy
transition. Governor Remolona, with his
extensive global expertise and leadership
at the BSP, is poised to play a pivotal
role in steering the nation through these
opportunities and challenges. 



Governor Remolona’s insights will
likely emphasize the BSP’s dual
focus on maintaining price stability
and fostering sustainable growth.
We anticipate discussions on the
continued adoption of digital
financial technologies, efforts to
deepen capital markets, and
measures to mitigate external
vulnerabilities. His forecast for the
year will be a crucial guide for the
business community, policymakers,
and civic leaders alike.  

RCM’s role in these conversations
is clear. As Rotarians, we must
embrace our unique position to
drive collaboration between the
public and private sectors. By
fostering dialogue, promoting
innovation, and advocating for
inclusive growth, we can ensure that
the benefits of economic progress
reach every Filipino.  

As we welcome Governor Eli
Remolona to the RCM podium, let
us take this opportunity to reflect
on our shared responsibilities as
leaders in our respective fields. The
year 2025 holds immense promise,
but it requires deliberate action,
bold decision-making, and a
commitment to service above self. 

Together, let us set the stage for a
prosperous and equitable future,
inspired by the vision and wisdom
of the nation’s foremost monetary
authority. This is the promise of
Rotary — to make a difference
where it matters most.



New Year… Halfway through. 

               appy New Year, my RCM brothers!
               Let us all welcome 2025 with a
               renewed hope that things will and can
be better. Yes, let us all continue to hope and
dream; let us ever nurture the fortitude to forge
ahead, and maintain the audacity to act based
on those hopes and dreams. To dream, as they
say, is like reaching for the stars. We may not
always actually reach them, but the star
continues to serve as a constant guide and a
sublime inspiration. Let the unfolding of a new
year strengthen our resolve to pursue the good,
eschew and fight the bad, and be an overall kind
and self-effacing individual in this ever-evolving
world of ours. I hope we will all continue to
render service above self, with all our actions
genuinely geared towards realizing substantive
and life-changing projects for the benefit of
others.

While we welcome the new calendar year,
Rotarians all over the world also mark the
second half of this Magical Rotary Year. Yes,
we are halfway through our magical year. Truly,
the past six months have been eventful, with
RCM’s implementation of various community
projects. Our memorable December activities
(such as the gift-giving to indigent children of
Mithing Pangarap at Smokey Mountain in
Balut, Tondo; and the special program and gift
distribution to the children, teens and elderly at
Hospicio de San Jose), as well as the other
successfully rolled out projects in the first half of
the Rotary year must serve as an impetus and
inspiration for us, Manila Rotarians, to  

              andomandom        onversations andonversations and          usingsusings

by PE Raoul Creencia
continue serving our chosen communities and
beneficiaries.

RCMFI. As an unincorporated entity, it made
perfect sense for RCM, and indeed was a wise
decision by the leaders at that time, to formally
organize and set up a foundation. Hence, in
1978, RC Manila Foundation, Inc. or RCMFI
was officially incorporated and registered with
the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Since its foundation, RCMFI has served as the
funding arm of RCM, supporting its programs
and enabling benefactors and donors to enjoy
the benefits of donating funds and giving
monetary support to a duly registered and
organized foundation. RCMFI has also
initiated fund-raising activities such as the
RCM Cup, an annual golf tournament, which
has raised the needed funds to support RCM’s
various projects and initiatives. 

The founders and incorporators of RCMFI
have wisely determined that the roadmap,
policies, and direction of both the foundation
and RCM must always be in sync. After all,
RCMFI was founded not to independently
pursue its own plans, but to always act
pursuant to or consistent with the direction
and objectives of the Club itself. It is thus
unsurprising that the RCMFI By-Laws
(Article IV, Section 2) provides that the
members of the RCM Board are automatically
nominated for election as members of the
RCMFI Board of Trustees. The 15-man
RCMFI Board is thus expected to have the 8
Directors of RCM among them. Manila
Rotarians must thus note this wisdom
embedded in the RCMFI By-Laws, as it clearly
lays down the clear and intended relationship
between RCM and RCMFI.

H

RR                                              MMCC
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
December 19, 2024

14   Balita

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2024-2025
RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2024-2025

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2024-2025
List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2024-2025
As of January 7, 2024
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December 2024
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MATERNAL AND CHILD CARE

Meeting to Discuss Global Grant
for Cleft Surgeries

On December 26, 2024, at 10:30 AM, a
Zoom meeting was held to discuss RI
District 3810's funding participation in
Global Grant #2572214. The grant aims to
provide life-changing surgeries for children
and youth born with cleft lip and palate. 

The meeting was attended by District
Governor Jackie Rodriguez, Past District
Governor Liza Elorde (District Rotary
Foundation Chair), President Jujut
Enriquez, Vice President Joel Valdes, and
Past District Governor Alex Cureg (RCM
Rotary Foundation Chair).
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Assistant Secretary Celia Anna M. Feria, Office of Cultural Diplomacy,
Department of Foreign Affairs, Sponsor Coconut Trees for PDG Vince
Carlos and PD Issam Eldebs Through HOPE

Since 2014, HOPE has been supporting coconut farmers in the
Philippines who are given coconut seedlings that grow produce
for families and communities.

Each seedling eventually grows into a coconut tree that
sequesters 417.58 kilos of carbon during its entire lifespan to
combat climate change.



December 19, 2024 | Manila

              N December 19, 2024, a
              heartwarming Christmas Gift-
             Giving Celebration was held at the
Hospicio de San Jose Orphanage in Manila,
coinciding with the birthday of PD Phillip
Ong, who spearheaded this meaningful
event. 

The celebration began with a sponsored
lunch at 11:30 AM, followed by the formal
program at 12:30 PM, bringing together
children, teens, elderly residents, staff, and
generous supporters to share the spirit of
the season.

RCM & RCMFI Christmas Gift-Giving
at Hospicio De San Jose Orphanage

O





A highlight of the occasion was the
donation of Php 1 million, raised from the
proceeds of the Essence Art Exhibit held on
September 10, 2024. This generous
contribution, along with gifts of toiletries,
canned goods, and dry food items, directly
benefited the 166 residents of Hospicio de
San Jose, emphasizing the true essence of
Christmas—love and generosity.



Adding to the festive atmosphere, the UP
Singing Ambassadors delivered a heartfelt
performance, serenading children, elders,
staff, and guests with beautiful carols.
Their moving rendition created
unforgettable moments of joy and
connection.



The event was a resounding
success, spreading smiles, warmth,
and hope to everyone involved and
leaving a lasting impact on the
community.



The RCM World Famous Chorale
enjoying the sumptuous dinner prepared
by PD Ner and Ma'am Femy Lonzaga.

The RCM World Famous Chorale brought festive cheer to PD Ner and Femy Lonzaga and family,
with an evening of caroling on December 19, 2024. DG Jackie Rodriguez joined the celebration,
marking his return to the RCM WF Chorale after a long break.

Also present were non-WF Chorale members
Rtn. Carlos Serapio, Rtn. Romy Nones and
Rtn. Chris Acosta, along with the RCM
secretariat staff, who added warmth and
camaraderie to the gathering.
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RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman Reggie Yu Hosts
Thanksgiving Lunch 

FELLOWSHIP

RCManila Foundation Chairman Reggie Yu
hosted the RCM Secretariat for a
Thanksgiving lunch on December 18, 2024, at
Lugang Cafe in Robinson’s Place.

Manila Rotarians gathered for a fellowship on
January 6, 2025, 7:00 in Milagritos Resto,
TRYP Hotel, Seaside Blvd., Pasay City for
Rtn./Beijing Consul General Teng Catalan.

Among the attendees were Fellowship Chair
Nico Valencia, Pres. Jujut Enriquez, RCMFI
Chair Reggie Yu, RCMFI Pres. Mike Albaña, 
and DIS Anton Mauricio.

Fellowship for RCMer and
Beijing Consul General Teng
Catalan
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