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8th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Rotary Year 2026-2027

Guest of Honor and Speaker
Senator Ana Theresia “Risa” N. Hontiveros

Senator of the Republic of the Philippines
Defender of Women, Children, and Vulnerable Sectors
Champion of Good Governance, Health, and Education

Thursday, August 27, 2026, 12:00 PM  |  Makati A&B Room, Makati Shangri-La, Manila

Registration /Lunch                                                           

Call to Order
President Reginald T. Yu

Invocation

Rotarian Wilfredo M. Peliño
 
Philippine National Anthem (AVP) 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale

The Four-Way Test
Rotarian J Alfonso L Katigbak

Introduction of Visiting Rotarians & Guests               
STAR  Rotarian Hridesh “Raj” Parwani

Welcome Song
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale 

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

PART I 

Birthday Celebrants of the Week
Aug 30    Rotarian Emil Lao  
Sept 1     Rotarian John Tan

Happy Birthday Song  
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale 

12:15 PM

PART II 

Club Nomination of Officers
Chairman, Election Committee
Immediate Past President Raoul C. Creencia

Introduction of the Guest of Honor & Speaker      
Rotarian Victor G. Garcia III

Address:               
Senator Ana Theresia “Risa” N. Hontiveros

Senator of the Republic of the Philippines
Defender of Women, Children, & Vulnerable Sectors
Champion of Good Governance, Health, and Education

12:20 PM

12:30 PM

Open Forum

Response

Presentation of Certificate of
Appreciation                         

Adjournment 
President Reginald T. Yu

12:50 PM

1:15 PM

1:25 PM

1:30 PM
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The protagonists chose to sacrifice
status, comfort, security, and
potentially their own lives, to stand up
for what they believed was right,
despite urging from close friends to
comply, ignore, and look out for
oneself - a position taken by so many
from that milieu.

Recent developments in the
Philippines also reveal harsh realities:
the aftermath of a bloody drug war, a
political landscape dominated by
dynasties, natural disasters that
transform communities into lakes and
neighborhoods into raging rivers, 

             NE of the most 
             beloved musicals 
             both onstage and
on-screen is The Sound of
Music, which won five
Tony Awards and five
Oscars, including Best
Musical and Best Picture.
Its songs and storyline
have since become a
staple in many a school
production, such that
many viewers gloss over
the social messages
embedded in it. Set amid
the harsh realities of
impending war and the
emergence of a fascist,
repressive regime, it
offers a lens onto realities
of that point in history as
seen through the life of a
relatable family. 

O
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Rotarian Senen T. Mangalile
Editor-in-Chief

The Lonely FightThe Lonely FightThe Lonely FightThe Lonely Fight
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public funds allegedly finding their way
from infrastructure projects into suitcases
if the stories are to be believed, and an
infectious indifference to a bullying
neighbor's encroachment upon the
nation's patrimony.

Meanwhile, solo parents raise families
with little institutional support.
LGBTQIA+ Filipinos still have no
national law shielding them from
discrimination. The elderly, already
deemed uninsurable, do not get much
from what was supposed to be universal
healthcare. Filipino pupils and students, 
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Jose Rizal's fair hope for the
Motherland, rank among the lowest in
the region, if not the world, when it
comes to basic competencies such as
reading and comprehension.

Into this landscape steps Senator Ana
Theresia Navarro Hontiveros Baraquel,
Risa Hontiveros to most Filipinos, a
figure whose career has been defined less
by political comfort than by persistence
in uncomfortable rooms. Incidentally,
she performed in Repertory Philippines'
'80s production of The Sound of Music
alongside Leah Salonga, siblings Menchu
and Raymond Lauchengco, and Monique
Wilson.

Hontiveros's legislative record is not
built on speeches alone. She served as a
young Akbayan party-list representative
in the House from 2004 to 2010, and is
now in her second term in the Senate - a
term that currently includes a role as
Senator-Judge in the impeachment trial
of the Vice President. She focused early
on health and social justice -
groundwork for a Senate career that
would later produce the Expanded
Maternity Leave Law (RA 11210) and the
Expanded Solo Parents Welfare Act (RA
11861), a measure she authored after
becoming a solo parent to four children
herself following her husband's death in
2005. It is rare for a law to be so plainly 

The young Risa Hontiveros as Louisa in The
Sound of Music. Credit: Repertory Philippines

https://www.facebook.com/repertoryphilippines/posts/pfbid026HHURSx4gWxWZrDbHrZTYPFXnEmD8Wohv8e47z1tboX9RVt9QayiRjN6R5wLpy13l
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autobiographical; rarer still for that law
to pass.

The Safe Spaces Act (RA 11313), which
protects Filipinos - especially women -
from gender-based harassment in public
spaces, the Anti-Online Sexual Abuse or
Exploitation of Children Law (RA 11930),
which boosts government efforts to end
online abuse and exploitation of Filipino
children, and the Mental Health Law (RA
11036), which provides the first legal
framework for mental health care in the
country, are the fruits of her advocacy on
behalf of the vulnerable. Her most
stubborn fight, however, remains
unfinished. For years she has authored
and re-filed the SOGIESC Equality Bill,
seeking basic protections against
discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity. The
measure has repeatedly stalled, blocked
by those who favored a vaguer alternative
and referred back to committee.

What distinguishes Hontiveros from
many of her colleagues is not simply
what she has proposed, but the isolation
in which she has often had to propose it.
During her first term as a senator, she
was a vocal critic - one of very few - of
the Duterte administration and its war
on drugs. After the 2022 elections swept
in a Senate dominated by the Uniteam,
she emerged as the lone opposition  

candidate to win a seat — a distinction
that sounds like an honor but functions,
in practice, as a burden. Without a
reliable bloc, her leverage comes almost
entirely from committee work, procedural
persistence, and public pressure rather
than vote-counting.

That isolation has abated with
developments after the 2025 mid-term
elections and the leadership changes in
the Senate. She is now a member of the
majority, chairperson of three major
committees, and a more audible fiscalizer
both on the Senate floor and at the
hearings of the powerful Commission on
Appointments.

However, the fight rages on, whether over
press freedom, the West Philippine Sea,
or dismissive remarks about her 

Senator-judge Risa Hontiveros. Credit: ANC 24/7
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lack of a law degree. Being the last
woman standing has its costs: red-
tagging, condescension, even death
threats, and the simple exhaustion of
relitigating the same fights year after
year with little or no reinforcement.

That track record — legislative substance
paired with unwavering persistence — is
precisely what her supporters now cite as
she weighs a 2028 presidential run. The
"Risa Na" movement, launched by
Akbayan and allied groups, argues that
her record of advocacy and integrity
makes her a natural standard-bearer for a
campaign still searching for a single,
winnable candidate.

The obstacles, though, are real and
worth stating plainly. Early polling has
been unkind: surveys through mid-2026
place her well behind frontrunner Vice
President Sara Duterte, sometimes by
margins as wide as 60 to 21 percent in
head-to-head matchups. She has also
trailed other opposition figures like Leni
Robredo and Bam Aquino in multi-
candidate surveys. Critics — including
allies of the Dutertes — have dismissed
her confrontational Senate style as
calculated positioning for exactly this
moment, rather than principle. And the
lay of the land remains unclear, with no
consensus yet on whether Hontiveros,
rather than someone else, should be the
opposition's unifying figure. 

Whether her allies’ efforts translate into
a viable campaign remains to be seen.
What is not in question is the labor that
precedes it: that of a legislator who has
spent over two decades converting
personal and political conviction into
law, often as the only person in the room
willing to do so. Whether Philippine
voters reward that exertion with the
presidency, or whether the numbers
simply prove too steep to overcome,
remains one of the more consequential
open questions of the 2028 race.

Credit: Instagram / hontiverosrisa



           ENATOR Risa 
           Hontiveros is known 
           for her tireless work
in promoting public health,
women's rights, and the
welfare of the Filipino
family. She is a multi-
awarded public servant,
community organizer, and
journalist elected to the
Senate in 2016.

In her first term, she successfully
championed landmark laws, including 
the historic Expanded Maternity Leave
Law that gives working moms 105 days 
of paid maternity leave, and the
Philippine-Mental Health Law, the
country's first ever national policy to 
care for Filipinos' mental health.

As a longtime health advocate, she pushed
for the passage of the Universal
Healthcare Law and the Expanded Anti-

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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Credit: Senate of the Philippines

SENATOR RISA HONTIVEROS
Senator of the Republic of the Philippines

Defender of Women, Children, and Vulnerable Sectors
Champion of Good Governance, Health, and Education

https://senate.gov.ph/senator/Risa-Hontiveros


GUEST OF HONOR
AND SPEAKER
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hospital Deposit Law to ensure the
Filipino family’s well-being before
profit, and to make health more
accessible to all.

Even amidst the pandemic, Senator Risa
pushed for free dialysis for senior
citizens and for the timely release of
benefits and salaries for health workers.

As Chairperson of the Senate
Committee on Women, Senator
Hontiveros also authored the Safe
Streets and Public Spaces Law or the
Bawal Bastos Law that protects all
Filipinos, particularly women, from
gender-based harassment in the streets,
public transportation, schools, and the
workplace. During the biggest public
health crisis of our time, she also
pushed for the Maternity Benefit for
Women in the Informal Economy Act,
to help ease the multiple burdens of
women exacerbated by the pandemic.

Senator Hontiveros worked on
expanding the Solo Parents' Act to
further help single moms and dads in
providing for their families. The Senator
is also pushing for an increase on the
monthly pension of senior citizens
through the Lingap Para Kayo Lolo at
Lola Bill.

Even before becoming a legislator, in
2005, she was one of 27 Filipinas who
earned a nomination to the prestigious
Nobel Peace Prize for her work in the
peace movement.

Senator Hontiveros is a loving and
hands-on solo mother to 4 children -
Kiko, Issa, Helena and Sinta. 

16   Balita  -  August 27, 2026
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            HE Rotary Club of Manila placed one of the country’s
            most consequential constitutional issues at the center of 
            its civic forum on August 20, 2026, as Atty. Amando Virgil
D. Ligutan, Private Prosecutor of the House Prosecution Panel
in the impeachment proceedings against Vice President Sara
Duterte, addressed the Club’s 7th Weekly Membership Meeting
of Rotary Year 2026–2027 at Makati Shangri-La, Manila.

T
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By President Reginald T. YuBy President Reginald T. Yu
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1YfoTdwGtx/
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With RCM Director Atty. Teodoro
Alejandro Y. Kalaw IV serving as
moderator, the gathering moved beyond
the personalities and political divisions
surrounding the impeachment and into a
broader examination of accountability,
public trust, equality before the law, and
the resilience of Philippine democratic
institutions.

President Reginald T. Yu called the meeting to
order.

STAR
Rotarian
Jason
Valderrama
led the
invocation.

Director Atty. Teodoro Alejandro Y. Kalaw IV
moderated the meeting.

RCM members and guests paid tribute to the
Philippine flag, honoring it as a symbol of our
nation’s pride, unity and freedom. 

Club
Secretary
Albert S.
Alday led the
recitation of
The Four-Way
Test and
warmly
welcomed
the guests
and visiting
Rotarians.
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During the President's Time, President Reggie Yu
updated the membership on the week's activities
and events, as well as the club's upcoming
programs and activities.

STAR Rotarian
Atty. Job
Gesmundo
introduced the
guest speaker.
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RCM World-Famous Music Chorale serenaded the
members and guests with a heartfelt Welcome Song.

Ligutan opened his address by
acknowledging the Rotary Club of Manila
as an institution whose members have,
for generations, helped shape the
country’s civic, economic, and moral
landscape. An invitation to speak before
Rotary, he said, demanded more than the
delivery of prepared remarks; it required
an accounting of one’s principles, beliefs,
and convictions.

He then described the Philippines as
being at an important crossroads,
confronting profound questions about
governance, accountability, and the
durability of democracy.

According to Ligutan, these questions
transcend partisan politics because they
test whether institutions are strong
enough to withstand scrutiny, whether
leaders are willing to accept oversight,
and whether democratic systems remain
capable of correcting themselves.

“Accountability is not politics even when
politics tries to make it look that way,” he
said, describing it instead as a democratic
necessity and impeachment as one of the
constitutional mechanisms through
which it is enforced.

Ligutan stressed that impeachment
should neither be treated as spectacle nor
as an instrument for merely targeting
political opponents. Rather, he described
it as a serious constitutional inquiry into
the conduct of officials occupying the
highest levels of government.



Rotary Club of Manila     25

At its core, he said, impeachment asks a
solemn question: Are the country’s
highest officials still worthy of the public
trust?

A Call That Changed the Course
of His Career

Beyond the constitutional arguments,
Ligutan gave RCM members a personal
account of how he became involved in
the impeachment proceedings.

He recalled receiving a telephone call
from a priest sometime in December
2024 asking whether he would help file
an impeachment complaint against Vice
President Duterte.

Ligutan said he did not hesitate.

He subsequently represented a group of 

priests, nuns, civic leaders, and lawyers
seeking accountability from the Vice
President. When the first impeachment
proceeding was dismissed, Ligutan said
the setback gave him time to reflect
more deeply on the gravity of his
responsibility and the reasons behind
his decision to pursue the case.

Months later, the group approached him
again.

“Attorney, will you lawyer for us once
more?” he recalled being asked.

Again, his answer was yes.

For Ligutan, accountability could not be
optional, seasonal, or dependent upon
convenience. It demanded persistence
and sacrifice, particularly when those
being subjected to scrutiny occupied
positions of considerable power.

He argued that the impeachment
therefore represented more than a trial
of Vice President Duterte. It was also a
test of the country’s systems, democratic
norms, expectations of leadership, and
collective commitment to truth.

Even the senator-judges who would sit
in judgment, Ligutan argued, faced their
own institutional test: whether they
would permit transparency, withstand
political pressures, and remain faithful
to both the letter and spirit of the
Constitution.

24   Balita  -  August 27, 2026

Guest Speaker Atty. Amando Virgil D. Ligutan,
Private Prosecutor of the House Prosecution
Panel in the impeachment proceedings against
Vice President Sara Duterte
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A Dream Born During the
Estrada Impeachment

One of the most personal moments of
Ligutan’s address came when he traced
his interest in accountability to another
defining chapter in Philippine political
history.

As a young college student, Ligutan
watched the impeachment trial of
former President Joseph Estrada unfold
on national television. He remembered
watching the prosecutors walk out and
the senators vote 11–10 against opening
the controversial second envelope.

While millions of Filipinos watched the
same historic events, the proceedings
left a particular impression on the
young Ligutan.

“Someday, I want to be there,” he
remembered thinking. “Someday, I
want to stand in that arena. Someday, I
want to help hold power accountable.”

At the time, Ligutan said he had neither
political connections nor powerful
patrons. He instead pursued the long
route of study, legal practice, litigation
and teaching, building his professional
life “brick by brick, case by case, student
by student.”

26   Balita  -  August 27, 2026
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Years later, when the House of
Representatives asked him to serve as
one of the private prosecutors in the
impeachment proceedings against Vice
President Duterte, the ambition first
formed while watching the Estrada trial
had come full circle

The account offered RCM members a
glimpse into how an event witnessed by
a young student decades ago would
eventually influence the direction of his
professional life — until he was no
longer watching an impeachment from
outside the arena but participating in
another chapter of the country’s
constitutional history.

Justice for the Powerful and the
Powerless

The moral center of Ligutan’s address
emerged from a story far removed from
the halls of political power.

He recalled reading a news report about
a public school teacher who was
convicted and ordered imprisoned for 11
years for stealing ₱5,000.

The case prompted him to ask what
justice demands when those accused are
powerful and the amounts involved are
exponentially greater.

“If the law can be this unforgiving, this
absolute toward a teacher who stole
₱5,000,” he asked, what should happen
when the accused is powerful and the
sums involved reach hundreds of
millions of pesos?

For Ligutan, equality before the law
meant that justice could not become
harsh toward the powerless while
becoming timid in the presence of power.

“The true test of justice is not how it
treats the powerless, but how it
confronts the powerful,” he said.

He distilled the principle further: “The
law must be big enough to protect the
small, and strong enough to confront the
big.”

From there, Ligutan widened the
discussion beyond the impeachment
itself.

Who guards those entrusted with
guarding the country’s institutions?
Who protects the public coffers? Who
ensures that confidential funds remain
confidential for legitimate reasons
rather than becoming mechanisms for
concealing wrongdoing? And who
ensures that accountability does not
stop with ordinary government
employees, barangay treasurers, or
school teachers but extends to the
highest offices of the land?

Ligutan also rejected the idea that
pursuing one major controversy should
require ignoring another. Referring to
allegations involving flood-control
projects alongside controversies over
confidential funds, he argued that
government should pursue wrongdoing
wherever evidence leads.

28   Balita  -  August 27, 2026
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His message was clear: accountability
loses its moral credibility when its
application depends upon the political
identity of the person involved.

The People Are Not Mere
Spectators

Ligutan further argued that the
significance of the impeachment extends
far beyond the Vice President.

Its consequences, he said, touch the
“architecture” of Philippine democracy,
the credibility of institutions, and the
future direction of governance. A nation
incapable of holding its leaders
accountable, he warned, cannot move
forward.

But responsibility, he emphasized, does 

not rest solely upon prosecutors,
defense lawyers, legislators, or senator-
judges.

The Filipino people also have a role.

Every document, witness, video,
audit report, and piece of evidence
presented in the proceedings should
challenge citizens to think critically
rather than simply choose a political
camp, he said. Citizens should
neither assume that every accusation
establishes guilt nor automatically
dismiss accusations as persecution.

Instead, Ligutan urged the public to
weigh the evidence and demand
substantive answers, describing this
responsibility as part of the people’s 

30   Balita  -  August 27, 2026



Rotary Club of Manila     3332   Balita  -  August 27, 2026

right to determine the kind of society
they wish to live in and eventually leave
to their children.

For the Rotary Club of Manila, the
discussion resonated naturally with the
principles of the Four-Way Test,
particularly its first two questions: Is it
the truth? Is it fair to all concerned?

The Four-Way Test offers no verdict on
an impeachment proceeding. But its
emphasis on truth and fairness provides
a useful civic discipline: facts must be
examined, evidence must be weighed,
and standards should remain consistent
regardless of the personalities or
political affiliations involved.

The Danger of ‘Moral
Favoritism’

Near the end of his address, Ligutan
turned to what he described as a quieter
danger confronting Philippine society:
“moral favoritism.”

He questioned whether wrongdoing
should ever become acceptable simply
because people happen to admire or
support the individual accused of
committing it. Such selective morality,
he suggested, risks weakening the very
standards citizens expect government to
uphold.

The larger question, he said, was
whether the country would regress or 

Atty. Ligutan
engaged in an
interactive
exchange of
ideas with
members and
guests.



Rotary Club of Manila     35

“turn the page” and move forward.

For Ligutan, the impeachment was
therefore not merely a legal contest
between prosecution and defense. He
framed it as a struggle over
accountability and equality before the
law, over progress rather than
regression, and ultimately as “a fight for
the soul of the nation.”

RCM as a Forum for
Consequential Conversations

The presence of Ligutan at the RCM
podium also underscored the Club’s
continuing role as a civic forum where
difficult national issues may be
discussed without requiring institutional
endorsement of a speaker’s position.

The Rotary Club of Manila is not a
political party, and hosting a prosecutor,
public official, opposition figure,
advocate, or critic does not in itself
signify the Club’s adoption of that
individual’s views. Rather, such
meetings provide members an
opportunity to hear consequential
arguments firsthand, subject them to
questions, and arrive at their own
informed conclusions.

That tradition was evident during the
open forum that followed Ligutan’s
address, with the official program
providing for an exchange between the 
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guest speaker and members before the
presentation of the Club’s Certificate of
Appreciation and adjournment.

For more than a century, the Rotary
Club of Manila has brought presidents,
legislators, jurists, diplomats, business
leaders, academics, reformers, artists
and advocates before its membership.
They have not always agreed with one 



President Reggie Yu presented the Certificate of Appreciation and a hardbound copy of the
107th Anniversary Souvenir Program to guest speaker Atty. Amando Virgil D. Ligutan.

Rotary Club of Manila     37

another, nor have RCM members
necessarily agreed with every position
expressed from its podium.

The enduring value of the forum lies
precisely in that independence.
On August 20, the Club heard from a
lawyer directly involved in one of the
most consequential constitutional
controversies of the day. Behind the
private prosecutor, however, was also
the story of a college student who had
once watched another impeachment
trial through a television screen and
quietly imagined that he might someday
enter that arena himself.

Decades later, he did.

And inside Makati Shangri-La that
Thursday afternoon, the discussion
ultimately transcended the fate of any 
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one public official. It returned instead to
a principle that applies equally to
government, civic institutions, business
and individual citizenship:

When power meets accountability, the
true test is whether the same principles
still apply regardless of who holds that
power.

President Reggie Yu adjourned the meeting.
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Atty. Amando Virgil Ligutan
fields questions from the
mainstream press and media
following the Rotary Club of
Manila’s 7th Weekly
Membership Meeting. His
appearance drew considerable
media interest given his
central role in the
impeachment proceedings,
with journalists seeking
further insights into the legal,
constitutional, and
institutional issues
surrounding the case.
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
August 20, 2026

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2026-2027
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ATTENDANCE REPORT
August 2026
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As of August 25, 2026

List of Members Who Have Paid Their
Annual Dues for RY 2026-2027
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With Rotarian Nunnatus Jr. Cortez,
President of the Rotary Club of
Makati East, and our fellow RCMer,
Rami Chahwan, during the
Transformative Medical Mission
2026, held on August 22, 2026, at
Lyceum University Laguna.

professionals, Rotarians, volunteers,
and community partners in a shared
commitment to serve.

I participated in this meaningful
mission, representing the Rotary
Club of Manila as Chair of its Rotary
Community Corps.

Approximately 1,200 patients
benefited from a wide range of free
medical services, including chest X-
rays and sputum examinations,
dental services, blood extraction and
laboratory tests, cardiovascular and 

54   Balita  -  August 27, 2026

Transformative Medical Mission 2026
By PD Henry Go

Co-hosted by the Rotary Club of
Manila, several other Rotary clubs and
civic organizations, and the Chahwan
family, the medical mission brought
together doctors, nurses, medical 
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heart health screening, women’s
health and wellness services,
endoscopy and colonoscopy, minor
surgery, and surgical procedures for
hernia and cleft lip.

Beyond the numbers and the range of
medical services, what made the day
truly meaningful was seeing people
come together to make healthcare
accessible to those who may otherwise
have difficulty obtaining it.

Every consultation, examination,
procedure, and act of assistance 

Transformative Medical Mission 2026

represented more than medical care. 
It was an expression of compassion—
of giving people not only treatment,
but also the reassurance that they are
cared for and not forgotten.

As Rotarians, we often speak of
“Service Above Self.” On this day, that
principle came alive through the
generosity of the medical professionals
who shared their expertise, the
volunteers who gave their time, the
organizations that provided support,
and everyone who helped make the
mission possible.

56   Balita  -  August 27, 2026
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ROTARY’S
AREAS OF FOCUS
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If you had one free day with no
meetings, emails, or
responsibilities, how would you
spend it?
In the fairways or on the beach.�⛱

What’s one item on your bucket list
that you hope to accomplish
someday?
Camino de Santiago walk with my kids.

What is your favorite part of Rotary?
Fellowship and camaraderie that lead to
projects helping the needy. 

Past RCMFI President Wilfredo “Willie” Peliño
Paul Harris Fellow: RY 2008-2009
Membership Classification: 
    Education - Private University
Club Position: Past President, RCManila
Foundation Inc., RY 2023-2024

If you could have dinner with one
person—living or dead—who would
it be, and why?
Pope Leo XIV - to know and talk with a
Holy man. Q
If I were being naughty, I would like to
have dinner with Jackie Kennedy and ask
her what attracted her to Aristotle
Onassis? Hahaha.

What’s one hobby or interest that most
people in Rotary probably don’t know
you have?
Long drives in the countryside, discovering a
good place to eat serving local delicacies.

What’s the best piece of advice
you’ve ever received?
Our pursuits should be aimed at
progress, however little it’s possible for
us to make. 
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Launching of the
2027 Rotary International Convention

in Barcelona, Spain

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES
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PAGSIKLAB:
The Vibrant Club Seminar
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PAGSIKLAB:
The Vibrant Club Seminar
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PP Jujut Enriquez, ADPIC for Manila of
Rotary District 3810, as one of the Masters
of Ceremonies during “PAGSIKLAB: The
Vibrant Club Seminar”.

Manila Rotarians, namely, President
Reginald Yu, Vice President Karlo Castro,
Past President Jujut Villa-Real Enriquez,
DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday,
Club Treasurer Arvin Arik B. Carranceja,
Dir. Caloy Serapio, Dir. Mike Albaña,
Global Grants Chairman Aries Balanay,
STAR Rtn. Job Gesmundo and STAR Rtn.
Hridesh Raj Parwani attended
“PAGSIKLAB: The Vibrant Club Seminar”
last August 22, 2026 at the Philippine
Trade Training Center, Pasay City.

Manila Rotarian delegates to “PAGSIKLAB:
The Vibrant Club Seminar” with DG Bing
Carrion
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PAGSIKLAB:
The Vibrant Club Seminar
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Left photo: DGN Hermie Esguerra
delivering his talk, “My Rotary Story: How
Rotary Changed Who I Am and the Impact
I Have Witnessed”, during the Breakout
Workshop on Public Image.

Public Image Strategies Director/Global
Grants Chairman Aries Balanay delivering
his talk on “Creativity in the Age of Social
Media and AI Innovations” during the
Breakout Workshop on Public Image.
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PAGSIKLAB:
The Vibrant Club Seminar
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DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday delivering his talk on “The 3 Strategic Pillars
and D3810 Theme, ‘The Heart of Heritage, Driven by Purpose in Service, Fueled

by Innovation”, during “PAGSIKLAB: The Vibrant Club Seminar”.
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PAGSIKLAB:
The Vibrant Club Seminar
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Rotary Club of Manila is one of
the finalists in the Regional Public
Image Awards for RY 2025-2026.

DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday
introducing Public Image SDG Majella
Tumangan Villaroman and ARPIC Marilen
Tronqued-Lagniton
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 47th Handover and 48th Induction Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Cavite East

DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 47th Handover and 48th Induction Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Cavite East last August 19, 2026 at the Fynn Boutique Hotel in Bacoor, Cavite.
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DGN Hermie Esguerra conducted the charging of new members.
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34th Induction Ceremony of the Rotary Club of Bacoor
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DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 34th Induction Ceremony of the Rotary Club
of Bacoor on August 21, 2026 at the Elijah Hotel in Dasmariñas City, Cavite.

He also conducted the charging of new members.  
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Aleco Monday Breakfast
Fellowship held on August 17,
2026, hosted by Legal Luminary
PP Ebot Tan. 

Resolved, that Artificial Intelligence
(AI) will greatly determine our paths
in all aspects of life; therefore, the
earlier we adopt and learn, the more
meaningful our destiny.

Present were Past Director Ner
Lonzaga, Past Director Abe
Pascual, former member Tony
Montinola, former member Eric
Severino, Past Vice President
Ricky Guevara, Past Director Jun
Hallare, Past President Ebot Tan,
Past President Archit Bartolome,
Rotarian Willie Peliño, and
Rotarian Cris Acosta.
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Aleco Monday Breakfast
Fellowship, held on August 24,
2026, hosted by PDG Jackie
Rodriguez. 

An exceptionally interesting morning
learning about the roots, history, and
remarkable legacy of the Rodriguez
family—from its deep Davao beginnings
to its vast property, energy, and other
business undertakings. The family’s
700-hectare development in Taytay and
the fascinating story of Harry Stonehill
being buried at their family home in
Málaga, Spain added extraordinary
dimensions to the narrative. 

Indeed, the Rodriguez story seems
bigger than a conglomerate—it is a story
of generations, enterprise, influence,
and legacy.

Present were Rotarian Romy Nones, PD
Ner Lonzaga, PD Abe Pascual, PD Dave
Reynolds, PDG Jackie Rodriguez,
former member Eric Severino, former
member Jorge Salazar, PS Anton
Mauricio, PD Rod Valencia, PD Jun
Hallare, PP Ebot Tan, PP Archit
Bartolome, PD Nick Locsin, former
member Raoul Villegas, and Rotarian
Willie Peliño.
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RCM Past President/Former Supreme Court
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban’s Column

in Philippine Daily Inquirer 

Rotary Club of Manila     8786   Balita  -  August 27, 2026

https://opinion.inquirer.net/193974/is-quiboloy-extraditable-immediately


IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS

Rotary Club of Manila     89

“Rain, rain go away, come again another day.”

This is a nursery rhyme we learned as children. But
for millions of Filipinos today, particularly those
living in Metro Manila and other flood-prone
communities, there is nothing amusing about seeing
dark clouds gather. The rains have again brought
flooded streets, monstrous traffic jams, stranded
commuters, damaged homes and businesses forced to
close.

Certainly, climate change has a great deal to do with
increasingly intense and unpredictable weather. We
are seeing extreme rainfall not only in the Philippines
but across the world. But climate change cannot be
blamed for everything. No matter which way we look
at it, the floods keep coming back despite billions
upon billions of pesos supposedly spent on flood-
control projects over the years. And every time the
water rises, the flood-control scandal rises with it.

For ordinary Filipinos, the question is painfully
simple: “We paid for flood control; why are we still
flooded?” That question becomes even more
infuriating when people hear about “ghost” or
unfinished projects, defective infrastructure and
allegations that public money intended to protect
communities ended up in private pockets.

The government’s own report indicates the scale of
the problem. Of the flood control projects inspected,
thousands were found to have issues, including
projects classified as defective, unfinished or ghost.
Authorities have also frozen, preserved or recovered 

billions of pesos in funds and assets linked to the
investigation.

That there has been progress should be
acknowledged. Cases have been filed, contractors,
senior government officials and lawmakers have
been charged or detained. The Sandiganbayan is
now handling numerous flood-control and
infrastructure-related cases. The Department of
Justice reported that P841 million in cash from
anomalous projects had been recovered and
remitted to the National Treasury.

In his fifth State of the Nation Address last July,
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. revealed that nearly
P25 billion in public funds and assets had been
recovered, frozen or preserved in connection with
the scandal.

More importantly, the President made a declaration
that went straight to the heart of public concern:
“Hindi ako pangulo ng aking pamilya. Hindi ako
pangulo ng aking kaibigan. Ako ay pangulo ng
Pilipinas.”

Those words carried particular weight because
Filipinos want to believe that friendship, family
connections, wealth, political influence or position
will not put anyone above the law.

But there is another reality government must
recognize: people are becoming impatient.
Investigations, hearings, affidavits and court
proceedings are necessary. Due process must always
be observed. We cannot convict anyone through
publicity, congressional hearings or social media.
Evidence must be gathered properly, and cases must
be strong enough to stand in court.

But at the same time, justice cannot move so slowly
that people begin to believe nothing will eventually
happen. President Marcos himself said the work is 
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not finished, and put it very clearly: “Unfortunately,
the more we look, the more we find.”

That is precisely why the government cannot afford
to lose momentum. The flood control scandal has
become much more than an investigation into
questionable infrastructure contracts. It has become
a test of public confidence in our institutions and,
ultimately, in government itself.

People need to see that those who stole public
money, if proven guilty in court, will actually go to
jail. They need to see illegally acquired assets
recovered. Contractors who have cheated the
government should never again be allowed to profit
from taxpayers.

But accountability cannot end with prosecution –
the system that had allowed this to happen must be
fixed. Every flood control project should be
transparent, properly engineered, independently
inspected and publicly monitored. Technology can
allow citizens to know where a project is located,
how much it costs, who built it, when it was
completed and whether it actually exists.

And we should remember that solving Metro
Manila’s flooding requires more than building
concrete walls and pumping stations. Drainage
systems need modernization. Waterways must
remain clear. Garbage disposal must improve. Local
and national governments must coordinate. Urban
planning must recognize that Metro Manila has
grown enormously while much of its basic
infrastructure was designed for another era.

Climate change makes these challenges more urgent,
but it must not become a convenient excuse for
corruption, incompetence or neglect.

Filipinos understand that government cannot stop
the rains and that exceptionally severe weather can
overwhelm even properly designed infrastructure.
What is unacceptable is discovering that
infrastructure meant to protect them was poorly
constructed, unfinished or worse – existed only on
paper.

The issue cannot be treated as yesterday’s political
controversy. Flooding affects rich and poor alike, but
its heaviest burden falls on ordinary families who
can least afford to lose a day’s wages, furniture,
appliances or livelihood. For them, effective flood
control is not politics – it is protection.

That is why this scandal will not simply disappear
from public consciousness. Every downpour
reminds people of it. Every flooded street, and every
Filipino wading through dirty floodwaters brings
back questions on where those billions went.
The President deserves credit for exposing the
scandal and allowing the investigation to follow the
evidence wherever it leads. Now comes the harder
and more important part: finishing what was
started.

The rains will eventually stop. The floodwaters will
recede. The streets will dry and life will return to
normal. But the flood control scandal must never be
allowed to simply recede with the water.
Government cannot stop the rain – but it can stop
the stealing.

And until Filipinos see justice served and flood
control projects that actually work, every storm will
bring back the same question: The rains came down,
the water went up. Where did our money go?

***
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	EDITORIAL

	The Lonely Fight
	NE of the most
	beloved musicals
	both onstage and on-screen is The Sound of Music, which won five Tony Awards and five Oscars, including Best Musical and Best Picture. Its songs and storyline have since become a staple in many a school production, such that many viewers gloss over the social messages embedded in it. Set amid the harsh realities of impending war and the emergence of a fascist, repressive regime, it offers a lens onto realities of that point in history as seen through the life of a relatable family.
	Rotarian Senen T. Mangalile
	Editor-in-Chief
	The protagonists chose to sacrifice status, comfort, security, and potentially their own lives, to stand up for what they believed was right, despite urging from close friends to comply, ignore, and look out for oneself - a position taken by so many from that milieu.
	Recent developments in the Philippines also reveal harsh realities: the aftermath of a bloody drug war, a political landscape dominated by dynasties, natural disasters that transform communities into lakes and neighborhoods into raging rivers,


	The young Risa Hontiveros as Louisa in The Sound of Music. Credit: Repertory Philippines
	Senator-judge Risa Hontiveros. Credit: ANC 24/7
	Credit: Instagram / hontiverosrisa
	Credit: Senate of the Philippines

	GUEST OF HONOR
	AND SPEAKER
	hospital Deposit Law to ensure the Filipino family’s well-being before profit, and to make health more accessible to all.
	Even amidst the pandemic, Senator Risa pushed for free dialysis for senior citizens and for the timely release of benefits and salaries for health workers.
	As Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Women, Senator Hontiveros also authored the Safe Streets and Public Spaces Law or the Bawal Bastos Law that protects all Filipinos, particularly women, from gender-based harassment in the streets, public transportation, schools, and the workplace. During the biggest public health crisis of our time, she also pushed for the Maternity Benefit for Women in the Informal Economy Act, to help ease the multiple burdens of women exacerbated by the pandemic.
	Senator Hontiveros worked on expanding the Solo Parents' Act to further help single moms and dads in providing for their families. The Senator is also pushing for an increase on the monthly pension of senior citizens through the Lingap Para Kayo Lolo at Lola Bill.
	Even before becoming a legislator, in 2005, she was one of 27 Filipinas who earned a nomination to the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize for her work in the peace movement.
	Senator Hontiveros is a loving and hands-on solo mother to 4 children - Kiko, Issa, Helena and Sinta.

	When
	Power
	Meets Accountability
	By President Reginald T. Yu
	HE Rotary Club of Manila placed one of the country’s
	most consequential constitutional issues at the center of
	its civic forum on August 20, 2026, as Atty. Amando Virgil D. Ligutan, Private Prosecutor of the House Prosecution Panel in the impeachment proceedings against Vice President Sara Duterte, addressed the Club’s 7th Weekly Membership Meeting of Rotary Year 2026–2027 at Makati Shangri-La, Manila.
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	With RCM Director Atty. Teodoro Alejandro Y. Kalaw IV serving as moderator, the gathering moved beyond the personalities and political divisions surrounding the impeachment and into a broader examination of accountability, public trust, equality before the law, and the resilience of Philippine democratic institutions.
	Ligutan opened his address by acknowledging the Rotary Club of Manila as an institution whose members have, for generations, helped shape the country’s civic, economic, and moral landscape. An invitation to speak before Rotary, he said, demanded more than the delivery of prepared remarks; it required an accounting of one’s principles, beliefs, and convictions.
	He then described the Philippines as being at an important crossroads, confronting profound questions about governance, accountability, and the durability of democracy.
	According to Ligutan, these questions transcend partisan politics because they test whether institutions are strong enough to withstand scrutiny, whether leaders are willing to accept oversight, and whether democratic systems remain capable of correcting themselves.
	“Accountability is not politics even when politics tries to make it look that way,” he said, describing it instead as a democratic necessity and impeachment as one of the constitutional mechanisms through which it is enforced.
	Ligutan stressed that impeachment should neither be treated as spectacle nor as an instrument for merely targeting political opponents. Rather, he described it as a serious constitutional inquiry into the conduct of officials occupying the highest levels of government.
	At its core, he said, impeachment asks a solemn question: Are the country’s highest officials still worthy of the public trust?

	A Call That Changed the Course of His Career
	Beyond the constitutional arguments, Ligutan gave RCM members a personal account of how he became involved in the impeachment proceedings.
	He recalled receiving a telephone call from a priest sometime in December 2024 asking whether he would help file an impeachment complaint against Vice President Duterte.
	Ligutan said he did not hesitate.
	He subsequently represented a group of
	priests, nuns, civic leaders, and lawyers seeking accountability from the Vice President. When the first impeachment proceeding was dismissed, Ligutan said the setback gave him time to reflect more deeply on the gravity of his responsibility and the reasons behind his decision to pursue the case.
	Months later, the group approached him again.
	“Attorney, will you lawyer for us once more?” he recalled being asked.
	Again, his answer was yes.
	For Ligutan, accountability could not be optional, seasonal, or dependent upon convenience. It demanded persistence and sacrifice, particularly when those being subjected to scrutiny occupied positions of considerable power.
	He argued that the impeachment therefore represented more than a trial of Vice President Duterte. It was also a test of the country’s systems, democratic norms, expectations of leadership, and collective commitment to truth.
	Even the senator-judges who would sit in judgment, Ligutan argued, faced their own institutional test: whether they would permit transparency, withstand political pressures, and remain faithful to both the letter and spirit of the Constitution.

	A Dream Born During the Estrada Impeachment
	One of the most personal moments of Ligutan’s address came when he traced his interest in accountability to another defining chapter in Philippine political history.
	As a young college student, Ligutan watched the impeachment trial of former President Joseph Estrada unfold on national television. He remembered watching the prosecutors walk out and the senators vote 11–10 against opening the controversial second envelope.
	While millions of Filipinos watched the same historic events, the proceedings left a particular impression on the young Ligutan.
	“Someday, I want to be there,” he remembered thinking. “Someday, I want to stand in that arena. Someday, I want to help hold power accountable.”
	At the time, Ligutan said he had neither political connections nor powerful patrons. He instead pursued the long route of study, legal practice, litigation and teaching, building his professional life “brick by brick, case by case, student by student.”
	Years later, when the House of Representatives asked him to serve as one of the private prosecutors in the impeachment proceedings against Vice President Duterte, the ambition first formed while watching the Estrada trial had come full circle
	The account offered RCM members a glimpse into how an event witnessed by a young student decades ago would eventually influence the direction of his professional life — until he was no longer watching an impeachment from outside the arena but participating in another chapter of the country’s constitutional history.

	Justice for the Powerful and the Powerless
	The moral center of Ligutan’s address emerged from a story far removed from the halls of political power.
	He recalled reading a news report about a public school teacher who was convicted and ordered imprisoned for 11 years for stealing ₱5,000.
	The case prompted him to ask what justice demands when those accused are powerful and the amounts involved are exponentially greater.
	“If the law can be this unforgiving, this absolute toward a teacher who stole ₱5,000,” he asked, what should happen when the accused is powerful and the sums involved reach hundreds of millions of pesos?
	For Ligutan, equality before the law meant that justice could not become harsh toward the powerless while becoming timid in the presence of power.
	“The true test of justice is not how it treats the powerless, but how it confronts the powerful,” he said.
	He distilled the principle further: “The law must be big enough to protect the small, and strong enough to confront the big.”
	From there, Ligutan widened the discussion beyond the impeachment itself.
	Who guards those entrusted with guarding the country’s institutions? Who protects the public coffers? Who ensures that confidential funds remain confidential for legitimate reasons rather than becoming mechanisms for concealing wrongdoing? And who ensures that accountability does not stop with ordinary government employees, barangay treasurers, or school teachers but extends to the highest offices of the land?
	Ligutan also rejected the idea that pursuing one major controversy should require ignoring another. Referring to allegations involving flood-control projects alongside controversies over confidential funds, he argued that government should pursue wrongdoing wherever evidence leads.
	His message was clear: accountability loses its moral credibility when its application depends upon the political identity of the person involved.

	The People Are Not Mere Spectators
	Ligutan further argued that the significance of the impeachment extends far beyond the Vice President.
	Its consequences, he said, touch the “architecture” of Philippine democracy, the credibility of institutions, and the future direction of governance. A nation incapable of holding its leaders accountable, he warned, cannot move forward.
	But responsibility, he emphasized, does
	not rest solely upon prosecutors, defense lawyers, legislators, or senator-judges.
	The Filipino people also have a role.
	Every document, witness, video, audit report, and piece of evidence presented in the proceedings should challenge citizens to think critically rather than simply choose a political camp, he said. Citizens should neither assume that every accusation establishes guilt nor automatically dismiss accusations as persecution.
	Instead, Ligutan urged the public to weigh the evidence and demand substantive answers, describing this responsibility as part of the people’s
	right to determine the kind of society they wish to live in and eventually leave to their children.
	For the Rotary Club of Manila, the discussion resonated naturally with the principles of the Four-Way Test, particularly its first two questions: Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned?
	The Four-Way Test offers no verdict on an impeachment proceeding. But its emphasis on truth and fairness provides a useful civic discipline: facts must be examined, evidence must be weighed, and standards should remain consistent regardless of the personalities or political affiliations involved.

	The Danger of ‘Moral Favoritism’
	Near the end of his address, Ligutan turned to what he described as a quieter danger confronting Philippine society: “moral favoritism.”
	He questioned whether wrongdoing should ever become acceptable simply because people happen to admire or support the individual accused of committing it. Such selective morality, he suggested, risks weakening the very standards citizens expect government to uphold.
	The larger question, he said, was whether the country would regress or
	“turn the page” and move forward.
	For Ligutan, the impeachment was therefore not merely a legal contest between prosecution and defense. He framed it as a struggle over accountability and equality before the law, over progress rather than regression, and ultimately as “a fight for the soul of the nation.”

	RCM as a Forum for Consequential Conversations
	The presence of Ligutan at the RCM podium also underscored the Club’s continuing role as a civic forum where difficult national issues may be discussed without requiring institutional endorsement of a speaker’s position.
	The Rotary Club of Manila is not a political party, and hosting a prosecutor, public official, opposition figure, advocate, or critic does not in itself signify the Club’s adoption of that individual’s views. Rather, such meetings provide members an opportunity to hear consequential arguments firsthand, subject them to questions, and arrive at their own informed conclusions.
	That tradition was evident during the open forum that followed Ligutan’s address, with the official program providing for an exchange between the
	guest speaker and members before the presentation of the Club’s Certificate of Appreciation and adjournment.
	For more than a century, the Rotary Club of Manila has brought presidents, legislators, jurists, diplomats, business leaders, academics, reformers, artists and advocates before its membership. They have not always agreed with one

	another, nor have RCM members necessarily agreed with every position expressed from its podium.
	The enduring value of the forum lies precisely in that independence.
	On August 20, the Club heard from a lawyer directly involved in one of the most consequential constitutional controversies of the day. Behind the private prosecutor, however, was also the story of a college student who had once watched another impeachment trial through a television screen and quietly imagined that he might someday enter that arena himself.
	Decades later, he did.
	And inside Makati Shangri-La that Thursday afternoon, the discussion ultimately transcended the fate of any
	one public official. It returned instead to a principle that applies equally to government, civic institutions, business and individual citizenship:
	When power meets accountability, the true test is whether the same principles still apply regardless of who holds that power.
	Atty. Amando Virgil Ligutan fields questions from the mainstream press and media following the Rotary Club of Manila’s 7th Weekly Membership Meeting. His appearance drew considerable media interest given his central role in the impeachment proceedings, with journalists seeking further insights into the legal, constitutional, and institutional issues surrounding the case.
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	Transformative Medical Mission 2026
	By PD Henry Go
	With Rotarian Nunnatus Jr. Cortez, President of the Rotary Club of Makati East, and our fellow RCMer, Rami Chahwan, during the Transformative Medical Mission 2026, held on August 22, 2026, at Lyceum University Laguna.
	Co-hosted by the Rotary Club of Manila, several other Rotary clubs and civic organizations, and the Chahwan family, the medical mission brought together doctors, nurses, medical
	professionals, Rotarians, volunteers, and community partners in a shared commitment to serve.
	I participated in this meaningful mission, representing the Rotary Club of Manila as Chair of its Rotary Community Corps.
	Approximately 1,200 patients benefited from a wide range of free medical services, including chest X-rays and sputum examinations, dental services, blood extraction and laboratory tests, cardiovascular and

	Transformative Medical Mission 2026
	heart health screening, women’s health and wellness services, endoscopy and colonoscopy, minor surgery, and surgical procedures for hernia and cleft lip.
	Beyond the numbers and the range of medical services, what made the day truly meaningful was seeing people come together to make healthcare accessible to those who may otherwise have difficulty obtaining it.
	Every consultation, examination, procedure, and act of assistance
	represented more than medical care.
	It was an expression of compassion—of giving people not only treatment, but also the reassurance that they are cared for and not forgotten.
	As Rotarians, we often speak of “Service Above Self.” On this day, that principle came alive through the generosity of the medical professionals who shared their expertise, the volunteers who gave their time, the organizations that provided support, and everyone who helped make the mission possible.

	ROTARY’S
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	IN FOCUS

	Past RCMFI President Wilfredo “Willie” Peliño
	Paul Harris Fellow: RY 2008-2009
	Membership Classification:
	Education - Private University
	Club Position: Past President, RCManila Foundation Inc., RY 2023-2024
	If you could have dinner with one person—living or dead—who would it be, and why?
	Pope Leo XIV - to know and talk with a Holy man. 🙏
	If I were being naughty, I would like to have dinner with Jackie Kennedy and ask her what attracted her to Aristotle Onassis? Hahaha.

	What’s one hobby or interest that most people in Rotary probably don’t know you have?
	Long drives in the countryside, discovering a good place to eat serving local delicacies.

	What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever received?
	Our pursuits should be aimed at progress, however little it’s possible for us to make.

	If you had one free day with no meetings, emails, or responsibilities, how would you spend it?
	In the fairways or on the beach.🏌️⛱️

	What’s one item on your bucket list that you hope to accomplish someday?
	Camino de Santiago walk with my kids.

	What is your favorite part of Rotary?
	Fellowship and camaraderie that lead to projects helping the needy.
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	DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

	Launching of the
	2027 Rotary International Convention
	in Barcelona, Spain
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	PAGSIKLAB:
	The Vibrant Club Seminar
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	PAGSIKLAB:
	The Vibrant Club Seminar
	PP Jujut Enriquez, ADPIC for Manila of Rotary District 3810, as one of the Masters of Ceremonies during “PAGSIKLAB: The Vibrant Club Seminar”.
	Manila Rotarian delegates to “PAGSIKLAB: The Vibrant Club Seminar” with DG Bing Carrion
	Manila Rotarians, namely, President Reginald Yu, Vice President Karlo Castro, Past President Jujut Villa-Real Enriquez, DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday, Club Treasurer Arvin Arik B. Carranceja, Dir. Caloy Serapio, Dir. Mike Albaña, Global Grants Chairman Aries Balanay, STAR Rtn. Job Gesmundo and STAR Rtn. Hridesh Raj Parwani attended “PAGSIKLAB: The Vibrant Club Seminar” last August 22, 2026 at the Philippine Trade Training Center, Pasay City.
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	PAGSIKLAB:
	The Vibrant Club Seminar
	Public Image Strategies Director/Global Grants Chairman Aries Balanay delivering his talk on “Creativity in the Age of Social Media and AI Innovations” during the Breakout Workshop on Public Image.
	Left photo: DGN Hermie Esguerra delivering his talk, “My Rotary Story: How Rotary Changed Who I Am and the Impact I Have Witnessed”, during the Breakout Workshop on Public Image.
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	PAGSIKLAB:
	The Vibrant Club Seminar
	DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday delivering his talk on “The 3 Strategic Pillars and D3810 Theme, ‘The Heart of Heritage, Driven by Purpose in Service, Fueled by Innovation”, during “PAGSIKLAB: The Vibrant Club Seminar”.
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	PAGSIKLAB:
	The Vibrant Club Seminar
	DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday introducing Public Image SDG Majella Tumangan Villaroman and ARPIC Marilen Tronqued-Lagniton
	Rotary Club of Manila is one of the finalists in the Regional Public Image Awards for RY 2025-2026.
	Manila Rotarians as part of the group photo at the end of the seminar
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	DISTRICT EVENTS

	47th Handover and 48th Induction Ceremonies
	of the Rotary Club of Cavite East
	DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 47th Handover and 48th Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Cavite East last August 19, 2026 at the Fynn Boutique Hotel in Bacoor, Cavite.
	DGN Hermie Esguerra conducted the charging of new members.
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	34th Induction Ceremony of the Rotary Club of Bacoor
	DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the 34th Induction Ceremony of the Rotary Club of Bacoor on August 21, 2026 at the Elijah Hotel in Dasmariñas City, Cavite.
	He also conducted the charging of new members.
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	FELLOWSHIP

	Aleco Breakfast
	Aleco Monday Breakfast Fellowship held on August 17, 2026, hosted by Legal Luminary PP Ebot Tan.
	Resolved, that Artificial Intelligence (AI) will greatly determine our paths in all aspects of life; therefore, the earlier we adopt and learn, the more meaningful our destiny.
	Present were Past Director Ner Lonzaga, Past Director Abe Pascual, former member Tony Montinola, former member Eric Severino, Past Vice President Ricky Guevara, Past Director Jun Hallare, Past President Ebot Tan, Past President Archit Bartolome, Rotarian Willie Peliño, and Rotarian Cris Acosta.

	FELLOWSHIP

	Aleco Breakfast
	Aleco Monday Breakfast Fellowship, held on August 24, 2026, hosted by PDG Jackie Rodriguez.
	An exceptionally interesting morning learning about the roots, history, and remarkable legacy of the Rodriguez family—from its deep Davao beginnings to its vast property, energy, and other business undertakings. The family’s 700-hectare development in Taytay and the fascinating story of Harry Stonehill being buried at their family home in Málaga, Spain added extraordinary dimensions to the narrative.
	Indeed, the Rodriguez story seems bigger than a conglomerate—it is a story of generations, enterprise, influence, and legacy.
	Present were Rotarian Romy Nones, PD Ner Lonzaga, PD Abe Pascual, PD Dave Reynolds, PDG Jackie Rodriguez, former member Eric Severino, former member Jorge Salazar, PS Anton Mauricio, PD Rod Valencia, PD Jun Hallare, PP Ebot Tan, PP Archit Bartolome, PD Nick Locsin, former member Raoul Villegas, and Rotarian Willie Peliño.
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	IN THE NEWS
	RCM Past President/Former Supreme Court Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban’s Column in Philippine Daily Inquirer

	IN THE NEWS
	This is a nursery rhyme we learned as children. But for millions of Filipinos today, particularly those living in Metro Manila and other flood-prone communities, there is nothing amusing about seeing dark clouds gather. The rains have again brought flooded streets, monstrous traffic jams, stranded commuters, damaged homes and businesses forced to close.
	Certainly, climate change has a great deal to do with increasingly intense and unpredictable weather. We are seeing extreme rainfall not only in the Philippines but across the world. But climate change cannot be blamed for everything. No matter which way we look at it, the floods keep coming back despite billions upon billions of pesos supposedly spent on flood-control projects over the years. And every time the water rises, the flood-control scandal rises with it.
	For ordinary Filipinos, the question is painfully simple: “We paid for flood control; why are we still flooded?” That question becomes even more infuriating when people hear about “ghost” or unfinished projects, defective infrastructure and allegations that public money intended to protect communities ended up in private pockets.

	IN THE NEWS
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