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FIRST WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Rotary Year 2026-2027

Mr. Francisco “Kiko” A. Barzaga
Former Congressman, Fourth District of Cavite

Thursday, July 9, 2026, 12:15 p.m.
Ballroom 1, Fairmont Makati

Registration /Lunch                                                           

Call to Order
President Reginald T. Yu

Invocation
Club Internal Auditor Abdulgani
Macatoman

Philippine National Anthem (AVP) 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale

The Four-Way Test
STAR Rotarian Myles Tan

Introduction of Visiting Rotarians & Guests               
Director Michael D. Roxas

Welcome Song
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale 

11:00 AM

12:15 PM

PART I 

Birthday Celebrants of the Week
July 6       STAR Rtn. Job Gesmundo
July 10     Rtn. Bertel Bertelsen
July 13     PVP Joel Valdes 
July 14     PDG Rudy Bediones
July 15     Rtn. JV Magsaysay

Birthday Song                       
RCM WF MUSIC CHORALE

12:30 PM

PART II 

President’s Time

President’s Report
        President Reginald T. Yu

Report on the Induction
        PDG Alexander P. Cureg

Highlights of the 107
Anniversary & Induction
Ceremonies (AVP)

TH

12:55 PM
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FIRST WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Rotary Year 2026-2027

Mr. Francisco “Kiko” Barzaga-Former Congressman
4  District of Caviteth

Thursday, July 9, 2026, 12:15 PM
Ballroom 1, Fairmont Hotel

Recognition of 50 Years of Rotary
Service
Audio-visual tribute
Honoring 
Past Internal Auditor Jaime C. Laya
Chairman, Philippine Trust Company
Club Internal Auditor Rotary Year 2005-2006

Introduction of the Guest of Honor &
Speaker
Assistant Board Legal Adviser Hansel
Joseph Michael Tillman

Address:
Hon.Francisco “Kiko” A. Barzaga 
Former Representative
Fourth District of Cavite 

1:00 PM

1:05 PM

Open Forum

Response

Presentation of Certificate of
Appreciation                         

Adjournment 
President Reginald T. Yu

1:30 PM

1:55 PM

2:00 PM



versions of its products to sell for a
higher profit; low-end disruption, in
which a company targets a segment on
an established company’s market base
and forces the latter to focus on its
upmarket clientele; and new-market
disruption, in which a company claims
a new segment of an existing market by
providing a solution to a need that was
previously unfulfilled, unsatisfactorily
fulfilled, or fulfilled at great cost. 

The third approach is the most
disruptive. As the upstart improves and
expands its range of products or
services, the incumbent’s products or
services become obsolete. Think of 

              ISRUPTION as a 
              business strategy       
              was first
propounded by
Professor Clayton
Christensen of Harvard
Business School.  He
taught disruptive
innovation as a powerful
tool for small companies
with fewer resources to
challenge established or
incumbent businesses
by addressing an
underserved need. 

D
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In his theory, Christensen identified
three approaches to business
innovation, namely: sustaining
innovation which happens when an
established company creates improved 



what Netflix, Spotify, and Zoom have
done in their respective niches, while
locally we can name Angkas, BYD, and
Lalamove as some of those who are
pursuing disruptive innovation in their
fields.

As often happens, strategies born in
the boardroom find their way into the
political sphere - the market being the
voter base and the public persona or
campaign platform of a politico as the
product being sold. In the Philippines
where there are no real distinguishable
identifiers between and among
political parties, disruption is perhaps
the fastest and most effective way an
upstart can challenge long-entrenched
incumbents. By targeting underserved
segments, whether the disservice is
real or perceived, a “new-
market”politico’s chances of garnering
votes are increased. Hence one sees
campaign slogans, jingles, and
speeches targeting students, retirees,
the poor, women, LBGTQI+, PWD’s,
commuters, laborers, and the great
unwashed, and promising them
everything that they need that the
incumbent apparently ignores or
sweeps under a rug, if the challenger is
to be believed.

It is always interesting to watch when a
disruptive challenger succeeds, takes
office, and finds his expectations rudely
meeting political reality. In the crucible
of the plenary debates, hallway
negotiations, and committee hearings
for those in the legislative, or in budget
deliberations, resource allocation, and
filling administrative positions for
those in the executive, the disruptor’s
mettle is tested and his or her brand is
either burnished or blemished.

Disruption is inherently based on
fostering conflict: Brand X is better
than Brand Y, Candidate A is more
responsive than Candidate B. This is
why, like Marmite, disruptors are an
acquired taste. Preferring the status
quo to remain undisturbed, many may
look on the disruptor as the fly in an
otherwise sanitized and reliably
familiar ointment. 

The sense of conflict enlarges the
higher the position sought becomes or
the more entrenched the incumbent is. 
How the disruptor absorbs, addresses
and thrives in this high-pressure
environment defines how he or she
changes the system or is changed by
the system. It is thus not entirely 
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unusual to see disruptors becoming
pariah in the company of peers, or
being forced to compromise to the
point of becoming more “trapo” than
the incumbent they unseated.

One thing is certain about disruptive
innovation in business: only those
companies that actually deliver for
the underserved segment survives
and thrives, while the rest wither and
fall by the wayside. This becomes less
certain in politics, especially when
disruptors can themselves easily turn
into traditional politicians, or if the
disruptor is actually part of an
entrenched clan. The litmus test is
whether the needs of the underserved
have been met or they are left
searching for another promising
upstart willing to joust against the
constantly turning political
windmills.

Mayhaps Rotarians should paraphrase
our Four-Way Test when meeting a
political disruptor and ask: Is he true?
Is he fair to all concerned? Does his
disruption result to good governance
and better public services? Is his
disruption beneficial to the public he
proposes to serve?
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Mayhaps
Rotarians should
paraphrase our
Four-Way Test
when meeting a
political disruptor
and ask: 
Is he true? 
Is he fair to all
concerned? 
Does his
disruption result
to good
governance and
better public
services? 
Is his disruption
beneficial to the
public he proposes
to serve?
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There are occasions that
simply occupy a place in
the calendar.

And then there are those
rare moments that quietly
alter the trajectory of an
institution.

When History Calls: 
How the Rotary
Club of Manila
Reimagined a 
107-Year Legacy

When History Calls: 
How the Rotary
Club of Manila
Reimagined a 
107-Year Legacy
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By President Reginald T. Yu
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For the Rotary Club of Manila, July 2,
2026, belonged unmistakably to the
latter.

It was, on paper, merely another
induction ceremony — the formal passing
of leadership from one president to the
next. But by the time the sun had risen
over Luneta and finally set beyond the
chandeliers of The Manila Hotel, some-
thing far more significant had unfolded.

It became a meditation on history.

On stewardship.

On what it means to inherit an
institution that has already lived for
more than a century — and yet must
somehow continue finding new ways to
inspire.

Asia's First Rotary Club had not merely
installed its 107th President.

It had reintroduced itself to its own
history.

A Different Beginning

Ironically, none of this was how it was
originally supposed to happen.

The new President had envisioned
something almost radically simple.

His earliest concept was not grandeur
but humility.

Instead of a ballroom filled with dignitaries,
he imagined taking his oath at Hospicio de
San Jose, surrounded by the children whose
lives Rotary seeks to improve.

No elaborate production.
No glittering ceremony.
Just service.

Afterward, everyone would share a modest
meal together.
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It would have been an unmistakable
statement that Rotary exists not for
spectacle but for compassion.
It was, by every measure, a beautiful
idea.
Yet the Rotary Club of Manila carries a
burden that few organizations possess.

Its history demands something more.

Founded in 1919, it is not merely
another Rotary club. It is the oldest in
Asia — the Mother Club from which
hundreds of Rotary clubs across the
continent trace their roots.

Its ceremonies have never belonged
solely to its members.
They belong to Rotary's collective
memory.

Senior leaders gently reminded the
incoming President of this reality.
The Rotary Club of Manila has always
been expected to lead.

Its traditions establish benchmarks.
Its standards become examples.
Its ceremonies become institutional
statements.

Gradually, the vision evolved.

The sublime voices of the STA Concert Chorus
transformed a ceremonial gathering into a
profoundly moving experience. 

Moments after laying a wreath in tribute to
our National Hero, Dr. José P. Rizal, President
Reginald T. Yu had the distinct privilege of
walking alongside Manila Mayor Isko Moreno
Domagoso at the Rizal Monument.
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An Oath Before the Nation's
Hero

If Rotary International had chosen
"Create Lasting Impact" as its
worldwide theme, perhaps there could
be no more meaningful backdrop than
the monument of a man whose own
sacrifice continues to shape the nation.

Thus was born one of the most
extraordinary ideas in the club's modern
history.

At dawn on July 2, under the first light
of morning, the Board of Directors,
Officers, and Foundation Trustees
assembled before the Rizal Monument.

There, beneath the silent gaze of Dr.
Jose Rizal, they took their oath.

It was the first induction ceremony of its kind
in the Rotary Club of Manila's 107-year
existence.

The symbolism was unmistakable.
Leadership was no longer confined within the
walls of a hotel ballroom.
It became a public covenant.

The participation of Manila Mayor Francisco
"Isko Moreno" Domagoso further
underscored the enduring partnership
between the city and Asia's First Rotary Club.

For those who witnessed it, the ceremony
possessed an uncommon stillness.

The absence of fanfare amplified its
solemnity.
History, patriotism, and service converged in
one unforgettable morning.
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The Invisible Mountain

Spectators often remember ceremonies.
They rarely see the mountains climbed
to create them.
Behind every elegant moment lies
months of unseen labor.

The dawn oath-taking required permits
from numerous government agencies,
painstaking coordination with civic
authorities, traffic management, security
planning, protocol officers, and
logistical teams.

Every approval represented another
hurdle.
Every revision demanded another
meeting.
Every distinguished guest required
careful scheduling.

Simultaneously, preparations were
underway for an evening celebration
worthy of the Rotary Club of Manila's
place in history.

It was, in many respects, two major
events compressed into a single day.
Such undertakings rarely succeed
through inspiration alone.
They succeed because countless
individuals quietly refuse to accept
mediocrity.

With the ceremonial ringing of the bell,
Immediate Past President Raoul C. Creencia
formally called to order the 107th Anniversary
Celebration and Induction Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Manila on July 2, 2026, marking
the official transition from one year of
dedicated service to the next.

Past District Governor Herminio "Sonny"
Coloma delivered the Charge to the Incoming
Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila,
reminding the club's new leadership that true
Rotary service demands integrity,
accountability, and unwavering commitment.
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The Architects Behind the Vision

Every landmark event has its visible
moments.

Far fewer people see those who quietly
make those moments possible.

Behind the Rotary Club of Manila's
historic induction stood Past District
Governor Alexander Cureg, who
served as Induction Chairman and
became the steady force that transformed
an ambitious vision into a flawless
reality. While others witnessed the
elegance of the ceremonies, he carried
the enormous responsibility of ensuring
that every moving part — programming,
protocol, logistics, production,
fundraising, and coordination — worked
in harmony. His leadership was never
loud, but it was unmistakable. Calm
under pressure, meticulous in
preparation, and unwavering in his
pursuit of excellence, he provided the
steady hand that allowed an
unprecedented undertaking to unfold
with remarkable precision. If the
ceremonies appeared effortless, it was
because months of painstaking work had
been orchestrated long before the first
guest arrived.

Equally deserving of recognition was
Rotarian Lawrence "Lance" Tan,
whose creativity, determination, and
relentless execution gave life to what
many initially believed impossible. It was 

Former Department of Trade and Industry
Undersecretary and Rotary Club of Manila
Auditor, Usec. Gani Macatoman, delivered the
Universal Invocation.

Setting a tone of dignity, purpose, and
patriotism, Rotarian Lance Tan, Chairman of
the Oath-Taking Ceremony Program, formally
welcomed distinguished guests, Rotarians, civic
leaders, and dignitaries to the historic morning
induction ceremonies at the Rizal Monument.
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Lance who spearheaded the historic
dawn oath-taking at the Rizal
Monument — the first in the Rotary
Club of Manila's 107-year history.
Coordinating multiple government
agencies, navigating permits and
protocols, and harmonizing the
countless logistical details required to
stage a ceremonial induction at one of
the nation's most sacred landmarks
demanded exceptional perseverance.
Through his efforts, an inspired idea
became a defining milestone not only for
the club but for Rotary history in the
Philippines.

Together, PDG Alex Cureg and Rtn.
Lance Tan demonstrated a timeless
truth about leadership: history is rarely
shaped by a single individual. It is built
by dedicated people who willingly carry
enormous responsibilities, often behind
the scenes, so that others may
experience moments that appear
effortless. Their work ensured that July
2, 2026, would be remembered not
simply as another induction ceremony,
but as one of the most significant
milestones in the modern history of
Asia's First Rotary Club.

Against the timeless backdrop of the Rizal Monument, the newly inducted Board of Directors
and Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila stand proudly with Manila Mayor Isko Moreno

Domagoso following the club's historic oath-taking ceremony.
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In one of the most symbolic moments of the ceremony, Immediate Past President Atty. Raoul C.
Creencia formally entrusted the Rotary Club of Manila's bell and gavel to yours truly, signifying
the peaceful transfer of authority, responsibility, and stewardship of Asia's First Rotary Club. 

With the ceremonial strike of the gavel, Pres.
Reginald T. Yu formally adjourned the historic
morning oath-taking ceremonies.

Bringing the historic ceremonies to a fitting
close, Rotary Club of Manila Director Delfin
Lorenzana delivered the Closing Remarks.
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More Than an Anniversary

The evening celebration at The Manila
Hotel reflected that same philosophy.

The spacious Fiesta Pavilion welcomed
more than 440 guests, transforming
what had been envisioned as a club
induction into something resembling a
district-wide convention.

The room itself became a portrait of
relationships built over decades.

Present were Rotary leaders from across
District 3810, Past Presidents, Past
District Governors, civic leaders,
university classmates, business
colleagues, and friends representing
organizations that had intersected with
the President's own journey — from JCI
Manila and JCI Senate Manila to the
Philippine Paint and Coatings
Association, the Anvil Business Club,
and the Philippine Hong Tei Cultural
Association.

Their presence revealed something
fundamental about leadership.
No meaningful journey is ever traveled
alone.

Every chapter leaves behind
companions.
Every season of service creates
friendships that outlive the office itself.

With elegance, poise, and professionalism,
Past President Jujut Villa-Real Enriquez and
Ms. Zyrene Valencia masterfully served as the
Masters of Ceremonies for Part I of the Rotary
Club of Manila's 107th Induction and
Handover Ceremonies at the Manila Hotel.

Invoking the Almighty's guidance upon the
gathering, Rotary Club of Manila Director
Mike Roxas delivered the evening Invocation,
calling upon God's wisdom and blessings as
the Club celebrated its 107th Induction and
Handover Ceremonies. 
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Honoring Those Who Came
Before

The ceremonies never allowed the
evening to become merely celebratory.

Instead, they continually returned to
one central idea:

Legacy.

Past President Domingo S.
Guevara and Dr. Jaime C. Laya
were honored for fifty years of Rotary
service — a reminder that institutions
are ultimately sustained not by
speeches but by decades of faithful
commitment.

Immediate Past President Raoul
C. Creencia received the Leadership
Award in recognition of a year that
strengthened the club and laid the
groundwork for future initiatives.

New members were welcomed into the
Rotary family.

The message was unmistakable.
A healthy institution simultaneously
remembers its elders while embracing
its future.

One of the Rotary Club of Manila's most
cherished traditions came alive as the world-
renowned Rotary Club of Manila Music
Chorale opened the formal reception with a
stirring rendition of the Rotary Club of Manila
Hymn.

With the precision and decorum befitting
Rotary's highest traditions, Past District Governor
Alexander P. Cureg, Chairman of the 107th
Induction and Handover Ceremonies, formally
acknowledged the distinguished dignitaries,
honored guests, sister clubs, and visiting
Rotarians who graced the historic celebration.
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In recognition of a lifetime devoted to
Rotary service, President Reginald Yu,
together with Membership Concerns
Director Teodoro Kalaw IV, presented a
commemorative portrait to Past Auditor Dr.
Jaime C. Laya in celebration of his 50
remarkable years of dedicated service to the
Rotary Club of Manila. Although Dr. Jimmy
was unable to attend the ceremonies due to
illness, the tribute was graciously received on
his behalf by Past President Eusebio V. Tan, a
longtime friend and fellow Rotarian.

Delivering his first official address as the newly
inducted Vice President of the Rotary Club of
Manila, Karlo Castro warmly welcomed the
distinguished guests, Rotary leaders, members,
and friends gathered for the Club's 107th
Induction and Handover Ceremonies.

In a fitting tribute to exemplary servant
leadership, yours truly conferred the Leadership
Award upon my Immediate Past President Atty.
Raoul C. Creencia in recognition of his
outstanding stewardship of the Rotary Club of
Manila during Rotary Year 2025–2026.



Rotary Club of Manila     3736   Balita  -  July 9, 2026

A deeply moving tribute to five decades of
unwavering Rotary service, Past President
Domingo S. Guevara was honored on the
occasion of his 50th Year in Rotary with a
specially commissioned watercolor portrait,
personally painted and presented by President
Reginald Yu. Surrounded by his loving family,
PP Boy received the gift with visible emotion,
as the audience witnessed a heartfelt moment
that transcended ceremony and celebrated a
lifetime of service, friendship, and leadership.

Bringing wit, energy, and effortless chemistry
to the stage, Rotarians Coco Mauricio and
Board Legal Adviser Atty. Joaquin Esquivias
masterfully served as the Masters of
Ceremonies for Part II of the Rotary Club of
Manila's 107th Induction and Handover
Ceremonies.

Setting the stage for one of the evening's
most anticipated moments, Rotarian Joey
Garcia had the distinct honor of introducing
the Guest of Honor and Speaker.
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Voices That Challenged

The evening's distinguished speakers
reinforced that narrative.

His Eminence Pablo Virgilio
Cardinal David challenged Rotarians
to embrace humility, moral courage,
and compassion.

District Governor Dr. Maria Rosa
"Bing" Carrion reminded members
that Rotary's greatest achievements are
always collective.

Rotary International Director-
Elect Engr. Edna Sutter urged
members to think beyond their own
clubs and dedicate themselves to
creating impact that outlives individual
terms.

Together, the speakers transformed the
induction from ceremonial obligation
into moral reflection.

Leadership, they suggested, is not
measured by applause.
It is measured by what remains after
the applause ends.

Delivering a profound and thought-provoking
keynote address, His Eminence Pablo Virgilio
David, Bishop of Kalookan and one of the
Catholic Church's foremost moral voices,
challenged the Rotary Club of Manila to
remain steadfast in defending the values that
make us truly human amid an era of
unprecedented technological change. 

President Reginald Yu presented a Token of
Appreciation to Guest of Honor and Speaker,
His Eminence Pablo Virgilio David. Joining the
presentation was STAR Rotarian Atty. Chris
Tamesis, this year's Fellowship Chairman.
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With heartfelt conviction and genuine admiration,
Club Secretary PD Albert Singson Alday delivered
an impassioned introduction of President Reginald
T. Yu , offering the audience a glimpse not only of
his modest credentials, but more importantly, the
character, integrity, and servant leadership that
have defined his Rotary journey.

President Reginald T. Yu delivered his inaugural
address as the 107th President of the Rotary
Club of Manila, presenting a compelling vision
for the year anchored on "Rotary T.U.R.N. –
Toward a Unified Rotary Nation."

One of the most cherished and emotional
traditions of the Rotary Club of Manila came
alive as the Club's World-Famous Music Chorale
serenaded President Reginald T. Yu and First Lady
Sandy with her favorite love song, "Kahit Maputi
Na Ang Buhok Ko" by the legendary Rey Valera.

Surrounded by the people who have been his
greatest source of strength — his beloved wife
Sandy, their children, and his mother Susan —
President Reginald T. Yu stood at one of the
most meaningful moments of the evening as the
Rotary Club of Manila's World-Famous Music
Chorale serenaded them with its traditional
tribute to the incoming President and spouse. 
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District Governor Bing N. Carrion delivered a
heartfelt and inspiring message that
challenged every Rotarian to embrace the true
spirit of Rotary through servant leadership,
compassion, and purposeful action. 

Director Carlos "Caloy" Serapio, Director for
Youth Affairs, formally introduced the
evening's Inspirational Speaker, Rotary
International Director-Elect Engr. Edna Sutter.

Rotary International Director-Elect Engr. Edna
Sutter delivered an inspiring and deeply
personal message that challenged every
Rotarian to embrace leadership as a privilege
founded on service, humility, and integrity.

Immediate Past President Atty. Raoul C. Creencia,
whose exemplary leadership steered the Rotary
Club of Manila through a remarkable Rotary Year
2025–2026, took to the podium to introduce the
evening's final Inspirational Speaker. 
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Music as Institutional Memory

One of the evening's most memorable
features came not through speeches but
through music.

The Rotary Club of Manila World
Famous Music Chorale, under the
leadership of Past Director Oscar del
Rosario and Maestro Domino
Marcos, once again reminded everyone
why it occupies such a cherished place
within the club's identity.

Its performances transcended
entertainment.
They became expressions of institutional
memory.
Music accomplished what speeches
sometimes cannot.

It connected generations.
It transformed fellowship into shared
emotion.

Adding to the celebration were
performances by the internationally
acclaimed vocal group The CompanY,
renowned theater actress Carla
Guevara-Laforteza, and former
Senator Atty. Joey Lina, now
President of The Manila Hotel.

Their unexpected appearances infused
warmth, spontaneity, and delight into
an evening already rich with
symbolism.

In one of the evening's most touching and
unforgettable moments, acclaimed theater actress
and celebrated singer Carla Guevara Laforteza
delivered a heartfelt surprise musical tribute to her
father, Past President Domingo Guevara Jr., in
honor of his 50 years of dedicated Rotary service. 

Adding an unforgettable touch of warmth and
fellowship to the evening, Atty. Joey Lina,
President of The Manila Hotel, former Senator of
the Philippines, and distinguished Rotarian,
delighted the audience with a surprise rendition
of the timeless classic "You'll Never Walk Alone".
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Showing Up

Perhaps the evening's greatest
achievement cannot be measured in
program schedules or attendance figures.

It can be measured in something far
simpler.

Presence.

In the days before July 2, many worried
that major demonstrations scheduled
within Manila would significantly affect
attendance.

Traffic.
Mobility.
Security.
Logistics.

There were genuine reasons for concern.

Yet people came.

Not reluctantly.
Not sparsely.

They arrived early.
They filled the ballroom.

They demonstrated, through their very
presence, that institutions endure
because people choose to believe in them.

Attendance became affirmation.
Support became testimony.

Adding a vibrant and memorable
dimension to the evening's festivities, the
renowned Filipino vocal group The
CompanY captivated guests with a superb
performance that blended world-class
musicianship, impeccable harmonies, and
engaging stage presence. 
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The Power of Unity

Threaded throughout every ceremony
was the President's chosen theme:

Rotary T.U.R.N. — Toward a Unified
Rotary Nation.

It is a deceptively simple phrase.

Yet beneath it lies an enduring truth.

Rotary has never been built upon
individual accomplishment.

Its greatest projects emerge from
collective purpose.
Its finest traditions are sustained by
shared responsibility.
Its future depends not upon one
President, but upon many servants 

moving in the same direction.

That philosophy became visible
throughout the event.

The Board of Directors worked as
partners rather than spectators.
Committee members carried enormous
responsibilities without seeking
recognition.
Volunteers performed countless
invisible tasks.
Sponsors, Secretariat personnel,
Foundation officers, government
partners, performers, and donors
collectively transformed an ambitious
vision into reality.

History rarely remembers every name.
But history is always built by many
hands.
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The Meaning of Stewardship

Perhaps the most compelling lesson
from July 2 lies not in what was
celebrated but in what was inherited.

Every President receives a gavel.
Few inherit a legacy spanning more than
a century.
That distinction changes everything.

It shifts leadership away from
ownership toward stewardship.

The Rotary Club of Manila has survived
wars, occupations, revolutions, economic
crises, pandemics, and generations of
changing leadership because each
generation understood a simple truth:

They were never owners.
Only caretakers.

Their task was never merely to preserve
the institution.
It was to strengthen it before passing it
onward.

In a cherished Rotary Club of Manila tradition, the Club's Past Presidents gathered to offer a ceremonial
toast in celebration of the Club's 107th Anniversary — honoring more than a century of distinguished
leadership, enduring fellowship, and unwavering commitment to "Service Above Self." Raising their

glasses alongside the commemorative anniversary cake, these former stewards of Asia's First Rotary Club
symbolized the continuity of leadership that has sustained the organization since its founding in 1919.
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Assisted by District Governor Nominee
Herminio S. Esguerra, President Reginald T. Yu
administered the induction of new members.

Club Treasurer Arvin Arik B. Carranceja
delivered the closing remarks.

With the ceremonial gavel in one hand and
the Rotary bell before him, President
Reginald T. Yu formally adjourned the
107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Manila. 

District Governor-Nominee Herminio Hermie
Esguerra administered the Charge to the new
members (Hridesh Raj Parwani, Atty. Job
Geismundo, and Joey de Venecia), reminding
them that Rotary membership is not merely
an honor to be worn, but a lifelong
commitment to service, fellowship, integrity,
and leadership.
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After the Applause

Every ceremony eventually concludes.

Lights dim.
Music ends.
Photographs are archived.
Guests depart.

The applause fades into memory.

What remains is work.

That is perhaps the lasting significance of
July 2, 2026.

Its greatest achievement was not producing
memorable photographs or an elegant
celebration.
It was reminding an institution why it
exists.

When future Rotarians revisit this day,
they may remember the unprecedented
dawn oath-taking before the Rizal
Monument.

They may remember the crowded ballroom
at The Manila Hotel.
They may remember stirring speeches and
unforgettable music.
But perhaps what they will remember most
is something less visible.

They will remember the moment when
Asia's First Rotary Club looked back upon
107 years of history — not as a monument
to preserve, but as a promise to fulfill.

For institutions, like nations, are ultimately
judged not by how faithfully they
commemorate the past, but by how
courageously they prepare the future.

And on that remarkable day in July, the
Rotary Club of Manila did both.
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      N the name of God, the 
       most magnificent, the 
       most merciful, let us pray.

Almighty god, we humbly come before
you with grateful hearts as we gather for
this RCM Oathtaking ceremony. We
thank you for the gift of life, for your
countless blessings and for the
opportunity to serve our club and our 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
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community. We ask you, o god, to bless
all our newly inducted board of
directors and officers. Grant them with
wisdom to lead with integrity, courage
to uphold justice, humility to serve with
compassion and perseverance to fulfill
their duties with excellence. 

Guide our leaders and every member of
our club, strengthen our commitment to
unity, cooperation and mutual respect.
So together we will become men of
positive change and service to others.
We also pray to our families and loved
ones, keep them under your loving
heart. Bless them with good health,
peace and happiness, and continue to be
our source of strength and inspiration. 

May all our plans, decision and action
always reflect honesty, accountability
and sincerely desire to contribute to the
betterment of our community and our
nation. We entrust, oh God, everything
to your divine guidance and mercy.

Amen.

I
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                 ISTINGUISHED guests, 
                  fellow Rotarians, ladies 
                 and gentlemen, good
morning. It is my honor to welcome
you to the 107th Induction Ceremony
of the Rotary Club of Manila.

We are grateful to the guest of honor and
inducting officer, Manila City Mayor
Honorable Francisco “Isko Moreno, for his
presence, leadership and support; to our
incoming President Reginald Yu, our
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board of directors and trustees, past
president, district officers, fellow
Rotarians, and friends. Welcome. 

Today is a historic day for the first time
we hold our induction ceremony here
in front of the Rizal Monument,
standing before Dr. Jose Rizal, the
national hero of our country. Reminds
us that true service is also love for the
nation. His life teaches us that
leadership must be guided by courage,
unity, and purpose. In this minimum
pull face, we renew our promise that
service above self is not only a Rotary
principle, but also a call to serve our
country. 

We also begin a Rotary year, we give
our full support to President Reginald
Yu, and he's called TURN: Toward a
Unified Rotary Nation. May this guide
us to work together with unity,
purpose, and strong service.

Maraming maraming salamat po sa
inyong lahat. Magandang umaga sa
inyong lahat.

D
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS

             IRST in Asia, always the 
            first in Manila, we are here in 
            kilometer zero, in any point of
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, north
and south, it starts and the journey
begins here. And I think with the new
presidency, from zero, I think
thousands of kilometers ang mare-
reach natin to help our fellow citizens.

So, congratulations, for the new sets of
officers, and goodluck, may awa ang Diyos,
mapagtagumpayan natin, yun 

ating layunin na ipagmalasakit ang ating
bansa, ating syudad, ating club at higit sa
lahat yun ating mga  kababayang
nangangailangan.

From the beginning, Rotary by principle it
is always helping others, so continue and
our own little way as your city government,
as your mayor, nasa kod-li niyo lang ako,
anytime we could be at service, push
button lang kami sa Maynila. Lagi kayong
welcome sa Lungsod ng Maynila.

Magandang umaga, at pagpalain nawa
kayo ng Poong Maykapal, Manila. 

God bless.

F
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The transfer of leadership is
complete, the gavel has passed, the
oaths have been taken, and a new
chapter begins, but our work
continues. 

To all incoming officers, we welcome you.
We have confidence that you will lead and
guide us with integrity and a vision, know
that you have the full support of the club. 

Let us therefore go forward, united in
fellowship and committed to service.  Let
us always remember that leadership is
not about the title, but it is about service. 
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Let us continue to be people of action and
do good in the world. Let us thank the
installing officer, the Honorable Mayor
Isko Moreno, for his continued and
unwavering support to the Rotary Club of
Manila.

Before we conclude, let us thank our
outgoing leaders, led by President Raoul
Creencia, for their dedication and service.

Please join me again in giving one more
round of applause for the new leadership
and board of directors of the Rotary Club
of Manila 2026-2027

Thank you.
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Good evening, may I invite everyone to pause
for a moment of reflection, each according to
our own faith and tradition.

Almighty God, creator and sources of all wisdom,
love and peace, we come before you with grateful
hearts, we thank you for bringing us together this
evening of fellowship and friendship. Thank you
for the privilege of serving others and for
reminding us that service is not merely an
obligation but a blessing. 

As we gather to celebrate the beginning of this new
rotary year and the leaders who have accepted the
responsibility to serve, remind us that leadership
is not measured by titles or recognition but by the
strength of our character, the humility of our
hearts, and the lives we held improve. 

Teach us to lead not for our selves but for those we
entrusted to serve. Tonight we lift up our beloved
country in a time when many longs for greater
trust, stronger institutions and renewed hope.
Grant wisdom to our leaders and to each one of us,
help us always to choose truth over convenience,
honesty over personal gain, unity over division
and the common good over self-interest. 
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Make us faithful stewards of every responsibility
entrusted to us in our families, our professions, our
organizations, and our communities.
We also pray for our world, when there is conflict, bring
peace; where there is suffering, bring comfort; where
there is injustice, bring compassion. Help us build
friendships across cultures, professions, beliefs and
generations, knowing that understanding is often the first
step toward lasting peace.

Lord, remind us why Rotary exists, keep our hearts
focused on the people you have called us to serve. Teach
us to serve not only with willing hands, but with
compassionate hearts that recognize the dignity and
worth of every person. Help us to see those who are often
unseen, to hear those whose voices are seldom heard, and
to reach those who need hope the most.

As we begin this new Rotary year, with the call to create
lasting impact, may that impact begin within each of us.
Before it is seen in our projects, may it first seen in our
character; before it be measured by achievements, may it
reflect in choices we make each day. May our words bring
encouragement, our action bring hope and our example
inspired others to serve. May the four-way test continue,
guide our thoughts, our words, our actions, that what we
think, say and do may be truthful, fair to all concern, build
goodwill and better friendships and be beneficial to all. 
Grant us the wisdom to decern what is right, courage to
do what is right even if its difficult, humility to listen
before to lead, and compassion to faithfully lift the ideal of
service above self. We ask your special blessing upon us
the newly inducted officers as we begin this year of
service, grant us wisdom to lead, humility to serve,
courage to do what is right and faithfulness in caring in
the trust place in us.

Bless every Rotarian, every guest, every family
represented here this evening and especially the
communities we are call to serve. May this new rotary
year be a time of faithful service, meaningful fellowship
and enduring hope. And may we always remember that
the greatest legacy we leave is not the position we hold or
the recognition received but the lives we touch, the trust
we earn and the hope we leave behind.
This we pray, each according to our own faith and belief. 
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Good evening.

Tonight, history is not watching us.

It is waiting for us.
Waiting to see what this generation of
Rotarians will do with the extra-
ordinary legacy entrusted to our care.

One hundred and seven years ago, visionary
leaders planted a seed that became Asia's
First Rotary Club.

For more than a century, that seed has
grown into an institution that has changed
lives, strengthened communities, and
inspired generations of servant-leaders.

Tonight, that torch passes to us.
And the question before every one of us is
not whether we inherited a great club.

The question is...
what kind of Rotary Club will we leave
behind?

For one hundred and seven years, the
Rotary Club of Manila has never been
defined simply by its age.
It has been defined by its courage to lead.

Generation after generation, Rotarians came
before us not because they sought
recognition... but because they believed that 
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those who have been blessed have a
responsibility to become a blessing to others.

They built schools.
Responded to disasters.
Recognized excellence through the TOWER
Awards and the Journalism Awards.
Mentored leaders.
Strengthened communities.
And quietly transformed countless lives.

That is the inheritance we celebrate tonight.
But inheritance alone is never enough.

Every generation receives only one
opportunity... to leave this institution stronger
than it found it.

Tonight, that opportunity belongs to us.

Several years ago...
during the height of the pandemic...

I attended my very first Board meeting as the
newly appointed Assistant Club Secretary.
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To be honest...
I did not know what to expect.
The discussion was spirited.
Opinions differed.
Ideas collided.
Every issue seemed to invite another
perspective.
As I quietly observed from the corner of the
room...
I found myself wondering...

"How can this group ever agree on
anything?"

Then something remarkable happened.
The meeting ended.
The debate disappeared.

The same people who had passionately
disagreed only moments before were
suddenly laughing together, checking on one
another, sharing stories, offering help.

It was as though none of the disagreements
had ever happened.
And that evening, without anyone intending
to teach me, Rotary taught me one of the
greatest lessons of leadership.

Fellowship is not the absence of
disagreement.
Fellowship is the decision to remain united
despite it.
That lesson has stayed with me ever since.
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Because leadership is not about convincing
everyone to think alike.

Leadership is creating an environment where
people with different ideas can continue
working together toward a common purpose.

That is Rotary at its best.

That lesson feels even more relevant today.
Because we live in a world increasingly
divided.

Too often, disagreement becomes distrust.
Conversations become confrontations.

People choose sides instead of choosing
solutions.

And institutions everywhere struggle to bring
people together.

Yet for one hundred and seven years, this
club has quietly demonstrated another way.

Here, people from different professions,
different generations, different backgrounds,
and different beliefs, sit at the same table.

Not because we agree on everything.
But because we agree on something greater
than ourselves.

Service Above Self.

That simple ideal has kept this club united
for more than a century.
And I believe it is exactly what our world
needs today.
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My fellow Rotarians, we are not merely
members of the First Rotary Club in Asia.

We are the stewards of a living legacy.
A legacy built by leaders who understood
that success is never measured solely by
what we achieve for ourselves, but by what
we help others become.
A legacy built by men and women who
believed that influence is most meaningful
when it is used in service.

History remembers those who founded
great institutions.
But history is shaped by every generation
that refuses to let greatness end with them.

Tonight, that responsibility becomes ours.

And together, I believe we are ready to write
one of the most meaningful chapters in the
history of the Rotary Club of Manila.

Now let me tell you why I accepted this
responsibility...

So why did I accept this responsibility?
The answer is simple.
Because somewhere along my Rotary
journey, this club stopped being merely an
organization I belonged to.

It became a family.
What began as an opportunity to serve
became a place where I found mentors, 
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lifelong friendships, purpose, and a deeper
understanding of what leadership truly
means.
Like many of you, my Rotary journey has not
always been easy.

There were moments when
misunderstandings tested our fellowship.
Moments when frustrations threatened to
discourage participation.
Moments when I wondered whether we
could fully realize the extraordinary potential
of this club.

But every challenge taught me something
valuable.
I discovered that great organizations are not
defined by the absence of problems.

They are defined by the willingness of good
people to solve them together.

And each challenge strengthened my
conviction that the Rotary Club of Manila's
greatest days are still ahead.

I would be less than honest if I told you I
accepted this office without hesitation.

There were evenings when I quietly asked
myself,
"Am I truly ready for this?"

Not because I doubted Rotary.
But because I understood the weight of this
responsibility.
To lead Asia's First Rotary Club...
is both an extraordinary privilege...
and a solemn trust.
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Every President inherits more than a title.
He inherits the hopes of every member, 
the legacy of every Past President, 
and the responsibility to leave the club
stronger than he found it.

Each time I reflected on that responsibility, 
I arrived at the same answer.
I accepted this responsibility because I
believe in this club.

I believe in its people.

And I believe our greatest contribution to
Rotary has not yet been made.

That conviction inspired this year's theme.

Rotary T.U.R.N.
Toward a Unified Rotary Nation.

People sometimes ask me,
"Why unity?"
Because I believe unity is not simply
something Rotary needs.
It is something our nation needs.

Unity does not mean that we all think alike.
It does not require unanimous agreement.

Unity is built when people choose dialogue
over division.
Collaboration over isolation.
Purpose over ego.
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Service over self-interest.
Unity begins when we stop asking,
"Who is right?"
and start asking,
"What is right?"

That is Rotary.

Our country continues to face enormous
challenges.
Children still struggle with hunger and
malnutrition.

Many families continue searching for
opportunities that remain just beyond their
reach.

Communities remain vulnerable to
disasters that arrive without warning.
These realities cannot be solved by
government alone.

They require engaged citizens.
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Compassionate leaders.
People willing to step forward instead of
standing on the sidelines.
That is precisely why Rotary exists.
If there was ever a time for Rotary to lead...
it is now.

And if there was ever a Rotary club
uniquely positioned to lead...
it is the Rotary Club of Manila.

Because leadership is not measured by
seniority.
Leadership is measured by responsibility.
And with our history comes a greater
responsibility to serve.

This year, we have set an ambitious goal.

To grow our membership from 200 to
300 Rotarians.

Not because we simply want a bigger club.
But because we want a greater force for
good.
Imagine what one hundred new Rotarians
truly represents.

One hundred new hearts.
One hundred new ideas.
One hundred new friendships.
One hundred new professional networks.
One hundred more people ready to answer
every call for help.
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That is not merely membership growth.
That is hope...
multiplied.

Because growth is never the destination.
Impact is.

Membership is simply the vehicle that
allows us to serve more people...
more effectively, more compassionately
than ever before.

When we gather one year from tonight, I
hope we will not be talking primarily about
attendance records, or committee reports, 
or statistics.

I hope we will be telling stories.

Stories of children who no longer go to bed
hungry.
Stories of students whose futures were
transformed because someone in this room
believed in education.
Stories of communities rebuilt after
disaster.
Stories of lives changed because Rotarians
chose action instead of indifference.

Somewhere, perhaps at this very moment,
there is a child we have never met whose
future will be different because of what the
Rotary Club of Manila chooses to do this
year.

My fellow Rotarians, that is the Rotary
worth building.

And the remarkable thing is, every one of
us has a part to play.
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But let me say this as clearly as I can.
None of what I have shared tonight
depends on one President.

No President, regardless of his passion or
experience, can transform a club by
himself.

The future of the Rotary Club of Manila
belongs to all of us.
It belongs to our Past Presidents, whose
wisdom continues to guide us.
It belongs to our senior members, whose
experience strengthens our foundation.
It belongs to our younger Rotarians, whose
ideas will shape our future.
It belongs to every spouse, every volunteer, 
every family member, and every friend of
Rotary who quietly makes service possible.

Rotary has never been about one leader.
It has always been about leaders...
working together.

Tonight, I ask every Rotarian to make just
three commitments.

Not ten.
Not twenty.

Just three.

Bring One.
Invite one good person into our Rotary
family.
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Someone whose life will be enriched by
service...
and whose talents will enrich our club.

Mentor One.
Help a younger Rotarian discover the joy of
leadership.
Because every experienced Rotarian in this
room was once the new member who
needed encouragement.
And finally...

Serve One More.
Join one project that stretches you beyond
your comfort zone.
Because growth never happens where
comfort lives.

Imagine what would happen if every
member accepted those three
commitments.
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One new Rotarian.
One new leader.
One new act of service.
That is how movements grow.
That is how legacies are built.

Before I conclude, allow me to thank one
group of people without whom I could never
have accepted this responsibility.

My family.

To my mother, thank you for teaching me
that success finds its greatest meaning when
it is placed in the service of others.

To my beloved wife Sandy...
Thank you for your love, your patience, and
for sharing me with Rotary.
To Ryan, Regine, Robin, and Roxanne...

Everything we strive to accomplish through
Rotary is ultimately about building a better
future for your generation and for those who
will follow.
I love you, and I thank you.

My dear fellow Rotarians, tonight is not 
simply the beginning of another Rotary
year.

It is a defining moment.

A moment when we decide not merely what
we will accomplish, but who we will become.
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Years from now, another President will stand
on this very stage.

He will look back at Rotary Year 2026–2027.
He will ask only one question.

"What kind of legacy did they leave behind?"

Let our answer be this.

We left a stronger fellowship.
A more united Rotary family.

A larger force for good.
And a Rotary Club of Manila more relevant,
more compassionate, and more impactful
than ever before.

When I began this evening...
I said that history was waiting.
Waiting to see what this generation of
Rotarians would do with the legacy entrusted
to us.

Tonight, our answer begins.

It begins with unity.
It begins with service.
It begins with everyone of us.
Let us T.U.R.N.
Toward one another.
Toward service.
Toward hope.
Toward a stronger Rotary.
Toward a stronger nation.

Let us T.U.R.N.
Together.

Thank you.
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I would like to begin by extending my
congratulations to the new leadership
body of the oldest Rotary Club in all
of Asia. Congratulations to all of you.
And compliments to Reggie Yu for
that Jose Rizal pose.

Allow me first to congratulate you for this
107th Induction and Turnover Ceremonies.
107 years is no ordinary milestone, it speaks
of a tradition of leadership, service, and
commitment to the common good that has
endured through generations of Filipinos.
I'd like to thank you for the honor of being
invited to share a few reflections with you
this evening. Kababalik ko lang po galing sa
Vatican in Rome, and to be honest, I'm still
a bit jet-lagged because I arrived early this
morning. You know that last week I
participated in the Consistory of the College
of Cardinals, convoked by Pope Leo II to be
convoked by Pope Leo XIV. Since his
election in May of last year, I had the
privilege of serving as one of the four
moderators during our sessions and on the
final day, we shared lunch with the Holy
Father.

Naturally, I cannot tell you what we
discussed around that table, but I can tell you
what Pope Leo has already shared publicly
through his words, his apostolic journeys,
and especially through his recently published
social encyclical entitled Magnifica 
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Humanitas. You can download it, there is a
whole website for Vatican documents, you
can freely download any Vatican document
through www.vatican.va, Magnifica
Humanitas. 

I call it the platform of papacy of Pope Leo,
and if I were asked to summarize his vision
in one sentence, I would say this, “Our
greatest challenge today is not simply
technological, political, or economic, it is
profoundly human and moral.” The title of
his encyclical says it all, Magnifica
Humanitas, which means magnificent
humanity. Notice that the Pope expresses
his admiration, not first for artificial
intelligence, but for the human intelligence
that created it. Artificial intelligence, after
all, is just a product of human intelligence
and it is human intelligence that you should 
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be awed about because it is a gift from God.
Technology itself is neither good nor evil; it
simply magnifies the intentions of those who
create and use it. That is why the real
question facing our generation is not whether
artificial intelligence will become more
powerful, it certainly will. The more
important question is this, will humanity
become wiser? Will we become more
compassionate? Will we use our growing
knowledge to serve humanity or merely to
dominate one another? This question is not
limited to scientists or technology
companies. It is a question for political
leaders, for educators, for business
executives, for religious communities, civic
organizations, and certainly for you,
Rotarians.

The ancient title traditionally given to the
Pope, the leader of the Catholic Church, in
Latin is Pontifex Maximus, which means,
literally, the supreme bridge builder. I
remember my brother Randy David, the first
time he traveled to Europe, when he came
home, he gifted me with a little medallion
with the face of the then Pope John XXIII
and I saw the inscription on that medallion,
Pontifex Maximus. Nag-research po ako and
I found out na ang ibig sabihin ito, the
supreme bridge builder. Kaya nung bata ako,
akala ko ang Santo Papa engineer, bridge
builder. 

Well, I have often reflected that this beautiful 
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image is not meant for the Pope alone.
Every authentic leader is called to become a
bridge builder. Every community that
serves society must build bridges, not walls.
That is why I find your Rotary theme so
meaningful, Toward a Unified Rotary
Nation. Unity cannot be achieved by
slogans, it is built patiently, relationship by
relationship, act of service by act of service,
conversation by conversation. Bridges are
never built overnight, they require vision,
sacrifice, trust, and perseverance. You know
that we are living at a time when many
institutions throughout the world are under
enormous strain. This was very much a part
of our conversation with Pope Leo. The
collapse of many of our global institutions.
Public discourse has become increasingly
polarized. Social media often rewards
outrage rather than understanding. Many
have become quicker to condemn than to
listen, quicker to divide than to unite. We
seem to be losing the language of dialogue,
and you know this concerns Pope Leo very
deeply. One of the striking themes of
Magnifica Humanitas is its invitation to
disarm our words.

Before weapons destroy lives, words often
destroy trust, nakakamatay ho ang salita,
people, or before wars begin on battlefields,
they frequently begin in speeches,
propaganda, and public narratives that
portray other human beings as enemies
rather than neighbors. Hitler did not begin 
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exterminating the Jewish people with guns,
he started it with words, by othering them,
by vilifying them, by labeling them as
enemies. Nakapadali pong pumatay using
violent words. 

History teaches us this very painful lesson;
the great tragedies of the 20th century did
not begin with bombs. They began with
words that dehumanized entire peoples.
Words that justified exclusion, spread fear,
and cultivated hatred. Violence is first
rehearsed in language before it is carried
out in action. Perhaps this explains why
language has become so important in the
age of artificial intelligence. Large language 
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models learn from the words that we
produce. Do not forget, when you use an
AI application, whether chat GPT, or
cloud, or anything, you are its teacher.
Please behave like a parent to a super
intelligent child. Be respectful to it, and it
will be respectful to you, pero murahin
mo siya, matututo rin siyang magmura sa
iyo.

Language models analyze our
conversations, our writings, our stories,
and even our patterns of communication.
Ngayon, pati desisyon kaya na niyang
gawin. In a very real sense, the future of
artificial intelligence is being shaped by
the language of humanity and this
realization should humble us. Every word
we speak has consequences. Kaya kung
minsan, bago natin sasabihin ng isang
bagay, kung minsan makakailangan
maghulus-dili 
muna tayo, is it worth saying anything?
Words can inspire hope, but words can
also spread despair. Words can heal
wounds, but words can also deepen
divisions. They can encourage
reconciliation, but they can inflame
conflict. Long before artificial intelligence
generates language, human beings choose
the kind of language that will shape our
culture.

For Christians, this should not surprise
us, The Bible opens with God creating 
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through His Word, In the beginning was
the Word, says the Gospel of John, the
prologue of the Gospel of John. In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. Our
faith reminds us that words are never
empty, words create realities, they shape
relationships, they reveal the condition of
the human heart. That is why compassion
is never merely a feeling. Compassion
always becomes action, alam niyo po, kahit
sa Tagalog, we make a distinction between
awa, habag, at malasakit. Compassion
comes closer to the Filipino sense of
malasakit. Dalawang salita yun, di ba?
Sakit, mala. Mala means parang, sakit is
pain. Alam niyo ba yung karanasang
parang nasasaktan ka kahit ibang tao
nasasaktan? You are moved by what other
people are suffering, and that is positive.
Pain is a good indicator that there is a
connection, that your body, its system, its
immune system is at working. Dapat nga
tayong mabahala kapag hindi na tayo
marunong masaktan sa'y kinasasakit ng
ating kapwa. Di ba may kasabihan tayo sa
wikang Pilipino, Ang sakit ng kalintingan,
ramdam ng buong katawan. Hindi naman
po naging totoo yun, kapag hindi mo na
maramdaman ang sakit ng iyong
kalintingan, masamang lagay ng katawan
mo, ibig sabihin, manhid. Kapag
namamanhid na tayo at di natin madama,
ang nararamdaman ng ating kapwa,
something's wrong with the body. So hindi 
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dapat mauwi sa awa at habag lang, kundi
sa aksyon, at ang aksyon may malasakit. 

The Rotary motto, Service Above Self,
beautifully expresses this conviction. It
reminds us that leadership is not about
status, but about responsibility. Not
about privilege, but about stewardship.
Not about accumulating influence, but
about using influence for the good of
others. In many ways, organizations like
Rotary are indispensable partners in
nation building. Governments formulate
policies, businesses create wealth,
religious communities nurture moral and
spiritual values. Civil society
organizations build something equally
important, social trust. They create spaces
where people from different professions,
different political persuasions, different
religious traditions and social
backgrounds can work together for a
common purpose. In an increasingly
fragmented world, this may be one of the
greatest services that anyone can offer. A
nation is ultimately held together 
not by its laws alone, nor by its economy,
nor even by its institutions.

A nation can be held together only by the
character of its people. Integrity can
never be legislated, compassion cannot be
imposed and trust cannot be
manufactured. These are cultivated
through countless acts of service that 
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quickly transform communities from
within. Maybe that is why hope remains so
important, hope is very often
misunderstood as optimism or mistaken
for optimism. Hindi ho pareho ang hope
and optimism, they're not the same.
Optimism expects that things will naturally
improve. But hope decides to work for
improvement even when circumstances
appear to be very discouraging. Hope is a
moral choice before it is an emotion. Every
scholarship granted, every community
project completed, every medical mission
conducted, every young leader mentored,
every family assisted in times of crisis,
these are not simply charitable activities.
They are what I would call acts of hope;
they are quiet declarations that goodness is
still possible in this world. That solidarity
still matters and that every human person
possesses an inviolable dignity. 

Alam ko kung minsan narang nawawala na
tayo ng tiwala sa ating kapwa-tao. At totoo
naman may dahilan kung bakit na
kakaganyan tayo minsan. But we should be 
alarmed when we start to lose hope and
trust in humanity itself. Hindi niyo ba
napapansin minsan, we develop a kind of
an inferiority complex about our
humanity? Kahit sa Pilipino mayroon
tayong kinakantang sapagkat kami tao
lamang. Para bang napakasama ng maging 
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tao? The good news of Christianity is our
template for humanity is no longer the
fallen and sinful Adam, but the risen
Christ, the image of our new humanity. 

Pope Leo has repeatedly reminded us that
peace is more than the absence than the
absence of war. Peace is the fruit of
justice, dialogue, solidarity, and respect
for human dignity. In the same way,
national unity is more than the absence of
conflict. There will never be a time in our
history when we will not have to face
conflicts. It grows whenever citizens
choose cooperation over suspicion, that is
how we fight conflicts. When we choose
encounter over isolation and service over
self-interest.

My dear Rotarian friends, perhaps our
world does not need more powerful
people nearly as much as it needs more
compassionate leaders. It does not need
louder voices as much as wiser words. It
does not need more walls but more
bridges. If there is one message that I
have brought home from Rome, it is this.
The future of humanity will not ultimately
be determined by the sophistication of
our machines but by the 
greatness of our humanity. Technology
will continue to advance; artificial
intelligence will become increasingly 
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capable. I don't know if you've heard that
they are now coming up with new
applications called digital afterlife. My
sister was telling me that she attended a
funeral where the dead, the parent of the
family, addressed them. And it was a
chatbot and they were allowed to bring
home their father with them. Because that
father happened to be a journalist and he
had many journals and blogs, and they
uploaded all of them. You know, AI is data-
driven, with just enough data, you can
create a chatbot of yourself, so that patay
ka na, buhay ka pa.
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Well, can you imagine what it will be like
when they start harvesting your memory
bank? They call it digital afterlife, it's a bit
scary what we humans are capable of, no
doubt about this. AI will become more
increasingly capable but no machine can
replace a compassionate art. No machine
can replace an honest conscience or a
person who freely chooses to serve
another out of love, that remains our
uniquely human vocation. 

Allow me to conclude, therefore, with this
thought, the gospel teaches us that
whoever wishes to become great must
first become a servant, Rotary tells us,
service above self, Pope Leo calls the
world to recover a civilization of love
instead of a culture of power. These are
not competing visions; they are different
expressions of the same enduring truth.
When compassion becomes action, hope
becomes contagious and when hope
becomes contagious, communities are
renewed. And when communities are
renewed, nations are transformed. 

Thank you very much. And may God
continue to bless the Rotary Club of
Manila and all of you in your noble
mission of serving our people.

Magandang gabi po sa inyo lahat.



Rotary Club of Manila     9392   Balita  -  July 9, 2026

Protocol observed, but I still want to
greet President Reggie Yu, Immediate
Past President Raoul and spouse Myls,
to the members of the Rotary Club of
Manila, District Governor Bing Carrion.
Magandang gabi po sa inyong lahat.

Some years ago, I overheard my spouse
Martin, encouraging Reggie to join the
Rotary Club in my district, of course, but
obviously, he has chosen the Rotary Club of
Manila. Well, I can understand why,
because there are clubs whose names have
become part of Rotary’s history. There are
clubs that are admired because of the kind
of leaders they produce, and the Rotary
Club of Manila is one of those.

When I joined Rotary in 1999, it was the
first lesson that I learned: that the
Philippines is home to the first club in Asia,
the Rotary Club of Manila, where Rotary’s
journey in this region began.

For 107 years, each generation has served
something precious, from those who came
before, and that’s not just a club; it's not
just tradition; it is legacy. And every legacy
comes with the responsibility to preserve it,
strengthen it, and pass it on to the next.
And, I believe, that this is the same
responsibility that Immediate Past
President Raoul has entrusted to President
Reggie. Because in Rotary, leadership is
not about occupying a position, it is about 
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accepting a responsibility, and that
responsibility begins with understanding
where Rotary stands today.

Fortunately, Rotary enters its second century
from a position of strength, financial strength,
global respect, and its presence in more than
200 countries and geographical areas. But the
whole world is changing; technology,
including artificial intelligence, is reshaping
the way we communicate, the way we work,
and the way we serve, and that’s the reason
why rotary must also evolve while losing its
values and missions. Because even at these
challenges, rotary continues to thrive. Why?
Because the world still longs for something
that Rotary uniquely offers: human
connection, compassion, purpose, service,
and hope, which makes Rotary still matter
today more than ever.
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For the past months, as I had visited
district across our country, I have shared
my vision for rotary to exist for the next
107 years, a younger, greener and stronger
rotary. And, I am humbled, that the Zone
Institution Chairs of the Zone 78 and Zone
10, already adopted these as the guiding
theme during the zone institute for the
years 2027-2029, when I will be privilege
to serve as your Rotary International
Director.

Younger not only in age but in spirit,
energy, courage and innovation. Greener
rotary, because the future of rotary service
and the future of our planet can no longer
be separated from each other. Stronger
rotary not only by numbers, I know you’re
going to bring in 100 members this year,
but through good governance,
transparency, stewardship and unity of
purpose.

Last, for 107 years, someone made a
decision that change rotary forever,
someone decided to bring rotary in Asia
and the rest is history.

President Reggie, it is your privilege to be
inheriting a great legacy from predecessor
and more years ahead, another generations
will gather to celebrate another milestone
in the remarkable history of the Rotary
Club of Manila. And I truly hope, that they 
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will also remember and celebrate this turning
point of Rotary Club of Manila, Turn towards
United Rotary Nation.

Congratulations, Rotary Club of Manila, for
having Reggie as your President this Rotary
Year.

President Reggie and your team, please
continue inspiring Rotarians, not only to
admire but to live and embrace its ideals.

Magandang gabi po sa inyong lahat.

Maraming maraming salamat po.
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Protocol has been observed but I want
to still recognize the wonderful Edna
Sutter. Thank you very much for
inspiring us. And Raoul Creencia, my
compadre, oh my God, I'm so touched
with your wonderful introduction and
my dear friend Myls Creencia, I actually
met her before you.

Anyway, I am both grateful, humbled, and
honored to stand in front of all of you as
your governor. This is my third speech as
governor, I became governor yesterday,
and I can tell you that I'm in cloud nine.
Why do I say that? Because yesterday was
our kickoff project at the Philippine Red
Cross and it was phenomenal. But it was
not my work alone, I'm just the conductor,
I mean, it's amazing how my executive
committee, Joey Gaba, everybody worked 
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so hard and I tell you, even I was
impressed.

Tonight's very special to me because of
the Rotary Club of Manila. Do you realize
that the brother of my grandfather, Juan
Morente Nieva is my grandfather, the
father of my mother, the first governor of
Marinduque. His brother was one of the
first two charter members of this club,
Gregorio Morente Nieva, my Lolo. I am
standing here awesome because these are
now three generations of Rotarians in the
Philippines. My grandfather, myself, and
my children are Rotarians, my son, Aris, 
and my daughter, Arisa, so three
generations and that will continue. Rotary
becomes a generation of families and let
me tell you something. My Rotary journey
began when I was five years old. Why do I
say that? Because my grandmother, the
first lady of Marinduque, would wake us
up as siblings and bring us to the farm
where we broke bread with the farmers.
And that opened my eyes to the fact that
we are all equal. I mean, I realized at five
that the best thing in life was to serve
others. I saw the eyes of the farmers
glistening with pride, eating with the
owners, and we were all equal. So, I
thought, oh my God, this is what I want to
do in life, then my life's purpose was
born. My life is to serve and that is the
reason I write books. The power of the
written word can never be
underestimated. 
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This is actually my response to Cardinal
Ambo, who I always introduced when I was
emcee of the Catholic Church as the rock
star of the Catholic Church, and he loves it.
But anyway, this time, I just want to tell
you that AI is only as good as what we feed
it. That's what he said, AI, we have to teach
AI, ayoko yan, this is what I want, 
change again. But you know, it's tiring, I'd
rather write my own thing. My creativity
doesn't want to conform to a certain chat
box or whatever, no? 

So, what I'm saying is, we as Rotarians are
awesome people. Why do we stay? 1.2
million Rotarians around the world in over
200 countries stay to become Rotarians.
Why? Because it feeds our energy, it feeds
our passion, it feeds our passion to serve.
We actually feel better than the people we
serve. I am so high when I do my projects
with my presidents, and you know what I
told my presidents? All of you will only do
excellent work. Hindi pwede sa akin yung
pwede na. Kailangan laging excellent
because it speaks of who you are, it speaks
of you as deserving Rotarians. Halata ba
may fans club ako? 

Anyway, why do we, according to Olayinka
Babalola, now our president of Rotary
International, when we do projects, we
need to assess the last five years. Let us
check what was the most outstanding
project we did and we need to do 
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something better than that. We need to
create lasting impact, we cannot do a
project just because, oh pwede na, hindi
pwede. The projects we do for the
marginalized should outlive us. The
projects we do should be filled with
heritage and legacy. We need to be proud
as Filipinos, that's the theme of my year,
my theme is Pagsinta, it's not only love,
it's cherishing. It's cherishing everyone,
everyone with respect, with love, with
compassion, we need to honor each other.
So that is what it is, first, we have heritage
and legacy, second is innovation. We need
to innovate we cannot just do what, you
know, yung tamad-tamad tayo, hindi
pwede yun. 

We have to work hard because we are
Rotarians. The communities where we
live, look at us and say, they don't say,
ano yan? Uy, siga yan, Rotarian yan. Can
you imagine? We have the trademark of
being a Rotarian, and in Rotary, you can't
just apply, you need to actually be invited.

So that alone is an honor, so that's when
we innovate, we change lives and third,
according to Babalola, all our projects
should be sustainable. They should live
beyond us; it should be able to sustain the
communities. Didn't you notice that when
we do projects, the eyes of the people we
serve shine and their smile is something
unforgettable? I have to share with you a 
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narrative because in Rotary, narratives are
what encourage people to become
Rotarians.

So, when my brother was governor of
Marinduque, I told my sister in the States,
Sis, please gather all the shoes of all the
young kids because they outgrow them and
they're all branded. Dodge, Nike, all that.
And then send it to Manila by Balikbayan
boxes, oh my God, it all came. So, we would
go to the province and I cannot forget the
snake-like, you know, line of all the young
children and I would be bending there and
fit the shoes in their feet. And you know
what? You know their eyes? It told a story.
The eyes of the kid when I put the Dodge
shoes, it said, Ang sarap nito, ang sarap.
Because they're only used to sleepers that
had holes and oh my God, I kept crying. And
they probably thought, iyakin naman itong
babae na ito. But no, I was crying of joy, I
was crying of joy because I saw what a single
kind of shoes changes lives. That child
would actually feel more powerful walking
to school with shoes that were barely used.

Yesterday, as part of our project, we visited
the school, the Ilaya Barangka Integrated
School in Mandaluyong. So they said, how
are we going there? Are we going to ride the
tricycle? Oh, I love that. Governor, you're
going to ride the tricycle? It's always the first
time, don't think about me, those are only
titles. 
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God will say, did you feed the hungry? Did
you hug that boy who was crying? Did you
listen to that grandmother who was
despondent and thought that life was
impossible? That's what God will ask you.
Our life's purpose is to actually serve
others; we are instruments to do good in
the world.

So let me remind you that every day, we
need to wake up, thank God that we have
another day to serve. And then, let's do the
work that Reggie said, with compassion,
with kindness, with forgiveness. We must
create this circle of life, toward off-evil, so
that we create communities that are safe,
happier, and more worthy with their self-
respecting impact. 

Mabuhay po tayong lahat. I love you all.
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The MOU formalized the Handog
Makeover para sa Maayos na Kabuhayan
Program, a community service initiative
that provides comprehensive dental
rehabilitation to deserving beneficiaries to
improve their oral health, confidence,
employability, and quality of life. This
happened during the 25th Anniversary and
25th Handover and Induction Ceremonies
of the Philippine Association of Functional
Jaw Orthopedics-TMJ-Orofacial Pain, Inc.
Signing on behalf of the club were
President Reggie Yu and DDPIC/Club
Secretary Albert S. Alday in the presence of
DGN Hermie Esguerra.

Rotary Club of Manila and
PAFJO-TMJ Sign
Memorandum of
Understanding

Rotary Club of Manila and
PAFJO-TMJ Sign
Memorandum of
Understanding
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The Rotary Club of Manila, as Funding
Partner, and the Philippine Association
of Functional Jaw Orthopedics-TMJ-
Orofacial Pain, Inc., as Executory
Partner, signed a Memorandum of
Understanding last July 5, 2026 at the
Lanson Place, Mall of Asia, Pasay City. 
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The 4th Rotary Club
of Manila Golf
Tournament
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A Day of Fellowship, Excellence, and Giving Back
June 22, 2026 | Sta. Elena Golf Club, Sta. Rosa, Laguna

The morning started early. By 6:00
a.m., players were checking in and
exchanging stories before the day
ahead. Opening ceremonies followed,
and at 8:00 a.m., the shotgun start sent
everyone off to their assigned holes at
once. What came next was several hours
of good golf on one of the country's top
championship courses, played by people
who came to enjoy the game and
support something far bigger than the
scorecard.

                 ELD on June 22, 
                 2026, at Sta. Elena 
                 Golf Club, the 4th RCM
Golf Tournament brought
together Rotarians, sponsors,
corporate partners, and golf
enthusiasts for a day of
fellowship, friendly competition,
and shared purpose.

H
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Registration. Early birds, players checking in and exchanging greetings before
the first tee.
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Breakfast Fellowship. Sponsors, Rotarians, and guests share a warm breakfast
and even warmer conversation to start the day.
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RCMFI Past President Willie
Peliño led the invocation before
the start of the tournament.

Tournament participants gathered for the ceremonial opening before the shotgun tee-off.
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CEREMONIAL TEE-OFF

From left: RC Manila President Raoul Creencia, RCMFI Chairman
Alex Cureg, and Golf Committee Chairman Karlo Castro

RCMFI Chairman Alex Cureg (left) and RC Manila President Raoul Creencia (right)
led the Ceremonial Tee-Off to officially open the tournament.
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Every peso raised helps sustain the
programs of the Rotary Club of Manila
and the RCManila Foundation, Inc.,
supporting education, healthcare,
community development, and
humanitarian assistance for those who
need it most.

Of course, the day was about more than
fundraising. It was also a celebration of
Rotary fellowship. Old friends
reconnected between holes. New
partnerships took shape over shared
laughs and the occasional missed putt. 

Throughout the course, players showed
the kind of sportsmanship and
camaraderie that reflect the Rotary
spirit of Service Above Self, proving
once again that fellowship and
generosity go hand in hand.



Rotary Club of Manila     123122   Balita  -  July 9, 2026



Rotary Club of Manila     125124   Balita  -  July 9, 2026



Rotary Club of Manila     127126   Balita  -  July 9, 2026



Rotary Club of Manila     129128   Balita  -  July 9, 2026



Rotary Club of Manila     131130   Balita  -  July 9, 2026

Scorecards set aside, everyone gathered over lunch to relive the best shots and
celebrate a day well played.
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The tournament concluded with an
awards program celebrating the day's
outstanding performances across the
various divisions, followed by a raffle
draw and acknowledgments for the
generous sponsors and partners
whose invaluable support and belief
in our mission made the entire event
possible.

Secretary Anton Mauricio and Ms.
Krystene Bello take centre stage,
expertly hosting the awards
ceremony with professionalism
and enthusiasm.

The ceremony opened with
the Invocation led by Board
Legal Adviser Caloy Serapio.

RCMFI Chairman Alex Cureg delivered his
Welcome Remarks and expressed
appreciation to the golfers, sponsors,
partners, and volunteers whose unwavering
support contributed to the success of the
tournament and the Rotary Club of Manila
Foundation's fundraising efforts.

AWARDING CEREMONY



Rotary Club of Manila     137136   Balita  -  July 9, 2026

Winners of PICKUP COFFEE gift
certificate worth P2500, with Dir.
Rami Chahwan, President & Country
CEO of PICKUP COFFEE

Winner of 55'' LG SMART TV from
G&W Clubshares Inc.

MINOR RAFFLE

Winners of The Moment Group’s
gift certificate worth PHP 2,000 

Special raffle prize from VST ECS
and TrendAI

Winners of 1TB HDD from ABC Tech,
with IT Arik Carranceja, President &
CEO of ABC Tech
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One of the highlights of the ceremony was the
Announcement of the Fun Hole Winners by
Reggie Yu, RCMFI Immediate Past Chairman
and RCM President-Elect. Participants who
excelled in the tournament's special challenge
holes were recognized and applauded for their
outstanding performances.

Most Exercised Player

Longest Drive
Most Accurate Drive

Nearest to the Pin

Longest Putt
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A much-anticipated highlight of the afternoon
was the Major Raffle Draw, conducted by
RCMFI Chair Alex Cureg and PP Willie Peliño 

Winners of ABC Tech X10 Plus
Study Buddy Tablet

Winners of Magarra Hotel voucher
with Mr. Noel Gonzales, Owner of
Magarra Hotel

Winner of 3 Strokes Golf Bag

Winners of Platinum Executive Check-up,
with Trustee Dan Obrado, Managing

Director and Chief Executive Officer of
TopHealth Medical Clinics

Winners of
Microtel and
Tryp hotel
vouchers 
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LADIES DIVISION

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION

TOURNAMENT WINNERS

Champion: Ting Yupangco

2  Runner-up: Lilet Abuelnd

Champion: Perry Sidiangco

1st Runner-up: Fausto Preysler 2nd Runner-up: Jess Manalo

3  Runner-up:rd

Anna Patrica Braganza

1  Runner-up: Atty. Eloisa Syst
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CLASS C DIVISION

CLASS B DIVISION

Champion: Joselito Sibayan

1  Runner-up:st

Val Constantine Co
2  Runner-up:nd

Jasper Manlapaz

2  Runner-up:nd

 Rami Chahwan
1  Runner-up:st

Sixto Benedicto

Champion: Andrew Pacis
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CLASS A DIVISION

OVERALL CHAMPION: Andres Lorenzo

1  Runner-up:st

Martin Dalmacio
2nd Runner-up:
Ramon Garcia III

Class A Champion - Derek Ramsay
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FLIGHT 3-B was awarded “The Wackiest Flight“
and won Pickup Coffee gift certificates
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Winner of 1.5 HP Solar Inverter Air
Conditioner from Drenzo Deye

Winner of a gift certificate for lunch or
dinner buffet at Spectrum Restaurant,

Fairmont Hotel Makati 

Winner of a two-night stay in a Fairmont
Gold Room at Fairmont Hotel Makati

Winner of PHP 25,000 cash
from RCM and RCMFI

GRAND RAFFLE

Winner of PHP 50,000 cash
from RCM and RCMFI
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The ceremony concluded with the Closing
Remarks by Golf Committee Chair Karlo
Castro, who thanked everyone for their
participation, generosity, and unwavering
support. He acknowledged the dedication
of the Organizing Committee, volunteers,
sponsors, and golfers, emphasizing that
the tournament's success reflects the
Rotary spirit of Service Above Self and its
continuing commitment to uplifting
communities through meaningful service.

Winner of PHP 75,000 cash
from RCM and RCMFI
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by President Reginald T. Yu

PAGSIBOL:
The Genesis of an Impact Creating

President’s Rotary Story
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              NE of the most
               meaningful moments of 
               our outreach was
spending time with Lolo Piding,
one of the beneficiaries of our
wheelchair distribution. Unable to
walk and having already lost his
eyesight to untreated glaucoma,
his quiet smile and gentle spirit
spoke volumes about resilience in
the face of hardship.

Moments like these remind us why Rotary
exists—to reach those who are too often for-
gotten and to create lasting impact, one life at
a time. Service Above Self is never more
meaningful than when it brings comfort,
dignity, and hope to someone like Lolo Piding.

As I knelt beside him, I was reminded that
service is not measured by the value of what
we give, but by the dignity, compassion, and
human connection we share. A wheelchair
may restore mobility, but more importantly,
it restores independence, hope, and the
reassurance that someone still cares.

O

PAGSIBOL:
The Genesis of an Impact Creating
President’s Rotary Story
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              NE of the most
               inspiring moments of the
               day was meeting a
courageous beneficiary, Caloy,
undergoing lifesaving dialysis
treatment. As I visited him during
his session, I was reminded that
behind every machine is a person
fighting a daily battle with
remarkable strength and
resilience.

Healthcare is more than providing
treatment — it is about restoring hope,
preserving dignity, and letting people
know they are not alone in their journey.
Through Rotary, we strive to stand beside
those facing life's greatest challenges,
offering not only assistance but
compassion and encouragement.

Every visit, every conversation, and every
act of service reaffirms our commitment
to Create Lasting Impact — one life, one
family, and one community at a time.

O
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              NE of the most
               heartwarming moments of 
               our medical mission was
helping an indigent child, Baby
Sophia, receive a free life-saving
vaccination. As I gently comforted
the little one during the
immunization, I was reminded
that some of the greatest acts of
service begin with the smallest
patients.

Every vaccine administered is more than a
simple injection — it is protection against
preventable diseases, peace of mind for
parents, and a healthier future for an entire
community. For many families, access to
essential immunization is a privilege they
simply cannot afford, making initiatives
like these all the more meaningful.

Through Rotary, we remain committed to
giving every child the opportunity to grow
up healthy, strong, and full of promise —
because every child deserves the chance to
live a brighter tomorrow. Creating Lasting
Impact begins with protecting our
youngest generation.

O
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              successful medical mission 
              is built not only on 
              compassion but also on
careful coordination. Here, I meet
with our dedicated healthcare
professionals and volunteers to
review the vaccination program,
ensuring that every beneficiary
receives safe, efficient, and timely
care.

Behind every vaccine administered, every
consultation completed, and every life
touched is a team united by a common
purpose — to serve with excellence and
compassion. Meaningful service requires
more than good intentions; it demands
collaboration, attention to detail, and an
unwavering commitment to those who
entrust us with their care.

When service is guided by teamwork and a
shared mission, we do more than deliver
healthcare — we create lasting impact for
individuals, families, and the communities
we are privileged to serve.

A
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             NE of the quiet heroes of 
              our medical mission was 
              this dedicated Rotarian
volunteer, Jojo, who chose to give
the gift of life by donating blood.
Every bag collected represents
hope for accident victims, mothers
in childbirth, children battling
illness, and patients undergoing
major surgery.

I took a moment to personally thank our
blood donors, whose generosity reminds us
that some of the most powerful acts of
service require no recognition — only a
willing heart. Their selfless act may never
meet the person whose life they save, yet its
impact can last a lifetime.

Rotary believes that service begins with
ordinary people doing extraordinary
things. Through every blood donation, we
are not just collecting blood—we are giving
families another tomorrow, another
celebration, and another chance at life.
That is what it truly means to Create
Lasting Impact.

O
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            HE tears did not last long. 
            Moments after receiving her 
            free vaccination, this little
girl, Baby Anita, was smiling once
again — a simple reminder that a
few seconds of discomfort can
provide years of protection.

she might otherwise have gone without.
For many families, access to preventive
healthcare is not a given — it is a blessing.

Every child we immunize is another life
protected, another family given peace of
mind, and another step toward a healthier
community. These are the moments that
remind us why Rotary serves — not only
to meet today's needs, but to invest in
tomorrow's generation.

Healthy children build healthy
communities, and healthy communities
build a brighter future for all.

T

It was a privilege to comfort her
throughout the process and to witness the
relief on her mother's face, knowing that
her child had received an essential vaccine 
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DGN Hermie Esguerra attended
the Tenth (10th) Anniversary
Celebration of the All Star
Presidents and Team last June
28, 2026 at the Gloriamaris
Shark’s Fin Restaurant Mall of
Asia Annex Building, Pasay City.
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First District Monthly Meeting of
Rotary International District 3810

DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday,
DGN Hermie Esguerra and President
Reggie Yu attended the First District
Monthly Meeting of Rotary
International District 3810 last July 6,
2026 at the Maynila Ballroom of the
Manila Hotel in Manila.

DISTRICT EVENTS
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Tenth Anniversary Celebration of
the All Star Presidents and Team 
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DGN Hermie Esguerra and DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday with the
rest of the district officers during the First District Monthly Meeting

First District Monthly Meeting of Rotary International District 3810
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President Reggie Yu and his fellow Impact
Creating Presidents as part of the group picture
during the First District Monthly Meeting
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DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday with
Executive Committee Members of Rotary
District 3810 for RY 2026-2027 in a Chinese
cuisine fellowship after the First District
Monthly Meeting at the Red Jade Restaurant
of the Manila Hotel in Manila.

DISTRICT EVENTS
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The Rotary Foundation
Simplified
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Induction of the New Board of Directors and
Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila

Featured in BusinessMirror
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RCM Past President/Former Supreme Court
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban’s Column

in Philippine Daily Inquirer 
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	FIRST WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING Rotary Year 2026-2027
	Thursday, July 9, 2026, 12:15 p.m. Ballroom 1, Fairmont Makati

	Moderator: Director Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio


	PROGRAM
	PART I
	11:00 AM
	12:15 PM
	Registration /Lunch
	Call to Order President Reginald T. Yu
	Invocation Club Internal Auditor Abdulgani Macatoman
	Philippine National Anthem (AVP)
	Rotary Club of Manila Hymn                                        RCM World-Famous Music Chorale
	The Four-Way Test                                                STAR Rotarian Myles Tan
	Introduction of Visiting Rotarians & Guests                Director Michael D. Roxas
	Welcome Song                                                             RCM World-Famous Music Chorale

	12:30 PM
	Birthday Celebrants of the Week
	July 6       STAR Rtn. Job Gesmundo
	July 10     Rtn. Bertel Bertelsen
	July 13     PVP Joel Valdes
	July 14     PDG Rudy Bediones
	July 15     Rtn. JV Magsaysay

	Birthday Song                        RCM WF MUSIC CHORALE


	PART II
	12:55 PM
	President’s Time
	President’s Report

	President Reginald T. Yu
	Report on the Induction

	PDG Alexander P. Cureg
	Highlights of the 107TH Anniversary & Induction Ceremonies (AVP)



	FIRST WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING Rotary Year 2026-2027
	Mr. Francisco “Kiko” Barzaga-Former Congressman 4th District of Cavite
	Thursday, July 9, 2026, 12:15 PM Ballroom 1, Fairmont Hotel


	1:00 PM
	1:05 PM
	Recognition of 50 Years of Rotary Service Audio-visual tribute Honoring  Past Internal Auditor Jaime C. Laya Chairman, Philippine Trust Company Club Internal Auditor Rotary Year 2005-2006
	Introduction of the Guest of Honor & Speaker Assistant Board Legal Adviser Hansel Joseph Michael Tillman                                                                         Address: Hon.Francisco “Kiko” A. Barzaga  Former Representative Fourth District of Cavite

	1:30 PM
	1:55 PM
	2:00 PM
	Open Forum
	Response
	Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation
	Adjournment  President Reginald T. Yu

	EDITORIAL
	Disruption, Anyone?
	ISRUPTION as a                business strategy                      was first propounded by Professor Clayton Christensen of Harvard Business School.  He taught disruptive innovation as a powerful tool for small companies with fewer resources to challenge established or incumbent businesses by addressing an underserved need.
	In his theory, Christensen identified three approaches to business innovation, namely: sustaining innovation which happens when an established company creates improved
	Senen T. Mangalile Editor-in-Chief
	versions of its products to sell for a higher profit; low-end disruption, in which a company targets a segment on an established company’s market base and forces the latter to focus on its upmarket clientele; and new-market disruption, in which a company claims a new segment of an existing market by providing a solution to a need that was previously unfulfilled, unsatisfactorily fulfilled, or fulfilled at great cost.
	The third approach is the most disruptive. As the upstart improves and expands its range of products or services, the incumbent’s products or services become obsolete. Think of



	EDITORIAL
	what Netflix, Spotify, and Zoom have done in their respective niches, while locally we can name Angkas, BYD, and Lalamove as some of those who are pursuing disruptive innovation in their fields.
	As often happens, strategies born in the boardroom find their way into the political sphere - the market being the voter base and the public persona or campaign platform of a politico as the product being sold. In the Philippines where there are no real distinguishable identifiers between and among political parties, disruption is perhaps the fastest and most effective way an upstart can challenge long-entrenched incumbents. By targeting underserved segments, whether the disservice is real or perceived, a “new-market”politico’s chances of garnering votes are increased. Hence one sees campaign slogans, jingles, and speeches targeting students, retirees, the poor, women, LBGTQI+, PWD’s, commuters, laborers, and the great unwashed, and promising them everything that they need that the incumbent apparently ignores or sweeps under a rug, if the challenger is to be believed.
	It is always interesting to watch when a disruptive challenger succeeds, takes office, and finds his expectations rudely meeting political reality. In the crucible of the plenary debates, hallway negotiations, and committee hearings for those in the legislative, or in budget deliberations, resource allocation, and filling administrative positions for those in the executive, the disruptor’s mettle is tested and his or her brand is either burnished or blemished.
	Disruption is inherently based on fostering conflict: Brand X is better than Brand Y, Candidate A is more responsive than Candidate B. This is why, like Marmite, disruptors are an acquired taste. Preferring the status quo to remain undisturbed, many may look on the disruptor as the fly in an otherwise sanitized and reliably familiar ointment.
	The sense of conflict enlarges the higher the position sought becomes or the more entrenched the incumbent is.  How the disruptor absorbs, addresses and thrives in this high-pressure environment defines how he or she changes the system or is changed by the system. It is thus not entirely
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	unusual to see disruptors becoming pariah in the company of peers, or being forced to compromise to the point of becoming more “trapo” than the incumbent they unseated.
	One thing is certain about disruptive innovation in business: only those companies that actually deliver for the underserved segment survives and thrives, while the rest wither and fall by the wayside. This becomes less certain in politics, especially when disruptors can themselves easily turn into traditional politicians, or if the disruptor is actually part of an entrenched clan. The litmus test is whether the needs of the underserved have been met or they are left searching for another promising upstart willing to joust against the constantly turning political windmills.
	Mayhaps Rotarians should paraphrase our Four-Way Test when meeting a political disruptor and ask: Is he true? Is he fair to all concerned? Does his disruption result to good governance and better public services? Is his disruption beneficial to the public he proposes to serve?
	Mayhaps Rotarians should paraphrase our Four-Way Test when meeting a political disruptor and ask:  Is he true?  Is he fair to all concerned?  Does his disruption result to good governance and better public services?  Is his disruption beneficial to the public he proposes to serve?

	When History Calls:  How the Rotary Club of Manila Reimagined a  107-Year Legacy
	By President Reginald T. Yu
	There are occasions that simply occupy a place in the calendar.
	And then there are those rare moments that quietly alter the trajectory of an institution.
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	For the Rotary Club of Manila, July 2, 2026, belonged unmistakably to the latter.
	It was, on paper, merely another induction ceremony — the formal passing of leadership from one president to the next. But by the time the sun had risen over Luneta and finally set beyond the chandeliers of The Manila Hotel, some-thing far more significant had unfolded.
	It became a meditation on history.
	On stewardship.
	On what it means to inherit an institution that has already lived for more than a century — and yet must somehow continue finding new ways to inspire.
	Asia's First Rotary Club had not merely installed its 107th President.
	It had reintroduced itself to its own history.

	A Different Beginning
	Ironically, none of this was how it was originally supposed to happen.
	The new President had envisioned something almost radically simple.
	His earliest concept was not grandeur but humility.
	Instead of a ballroom filled with dignitaries, he imagined taking his oath at Hospicio de San Jose, surrounded by the children whose lives Rotary seeks to improve.
	No elaborate production. No glittering ceremony. Just service.
	Afterward, everyone would share a modest meal together.

	It would have been an unmistakable statement that Rotary exists not for spectacle but for compassion. It was, by every measure, a beautiful idea. Yet the Rotary Club of Manila carries a burden that few organizations possess.
	Its history demands something more.
	Founded in 1919, it is not merely another Rotary club. It is the oldest in Asia — the Mother Club from which hundreds of Rotary clubs across the continent trace their roots.
	Its ceremonies have never belonged solely to its members. They belong to Rotary's collective memory.
	The sublime voices of the STA Concert Chorus transformed a ceremonial gathering into a profoundly moving experience.
	Senior leaders gently reminded the incoming President of this reality. The Rotary Club of Manila has always been expected to lead.
	Its traditions establish benchmarks. Its standards become examples. Its ceremonies become institutional statements.
	Gradually, the vision evolved.
	Moments after laying a wreath in tribute to our National Hero, Dr. José P. Rizal, President Reginald T. Yu had the distinct privilege of walking alongside Manila Mayor Isko Moreno Domagoso at the Rizal Monument.
	An Oath Before the Nation's Hero
	If Rotary International had chosen "Create Lasting Impact" as its worldwide theme, perhaps there could be no more meaningful backdrop than the monument of a man whose own sacrifice continues to shape the nation.
	Thus was born one of the most extraordinary ideas in the club's modern history.
	At dawn on July 2, under the first light of morning, the Board of Directors, Officers, and Foundation Trustees assembled before the Rizal Monument.
	There, beneath the silent gaze of Dr. Jose Rizal, they took their oath.
	It was the first induction ceremony of its kind in the Rotary Club of Manila's 107-year existence.
	The symbolism was unmistakable. Leadership was no longer confined within the walls of a hotel ballroom. It became a public covenant.
	The participation of Manila Mayor Francisco "Isko Moreno" Domagoso further underscored the enduring partnership between the city and Asia's First Rotary Club.
	For those who witnessed it, the ceremony possessed an uncommon stillness.
	The absence of fanfare amplified its solemnity. History, patriotism, and service converged in one unforgettable morning.

	The Invisible Mountain
	Spectators often remember ceremonies. They rarely see the mountains climbed to create them. Behind every elegant moment lies months of unseen labor.
	The dawn oath-taking required permits from numerous government agencies, painstaking coordination with civic authorities, traffic management, security planning, protocol officers, and logistical teams.
	Every approval represented another hurdle. Every revision demanded another meeting. Every distinguished guest required careful scheduling.
	Simultaneously, preparations were underway for an evening celebration worthy of the Rotary Club of Manila's place in history.
	It was, in many respects, two major events compressed into a single day. Such undertakings rarely succeed through inspiration alone. They succeed because countless individuals quietly refuse to accept mediocrity.
	With the ceremonial ringing of the bell, Immediate Past President Raoul C. Creencia formally called to order the 107th Anniversary Celebration and Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila on July 2, 2026, marking the official transition from one year of dedicated service to the next.
	Past District Governor Herminio "Sonny" Coloma delivered the Charge to the Incoming Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila, reminding the club's new leadership that true Rotary service demands integrity, accountability, and unwavering commitment.


	The Architects Behind the Vision
	Every landmark event has its visible moments.
	Far fewer people see those who quietly make those moments possible.
	Behind the Rotary Club of Manila's historic induction stood Past District Governor Alexander Cureg, who served as Induction Chairman and became the steady force that transformed an ambitious vision into a flawless reality. While others witnessed the elegance of the ceremonies, he carried the enormous responsibility of ensuring that every moving part — programming, protocol, logistics, production, fundraising, and coordination — worked in harmony. His leadership was never loud, but it was unmistakable. Calm under pressure, meticulous in preparation, and unwavering in his pursuit of excellence, he provided the steady hand that allowed an unprecedented undertaking to unfold with remarkable precision. If the ceremonies appeared effortless, it was because months of painstaking work had been orchestrated long before the first guest arrived.
	Equally deserving of recognition was Rotarian Lawrence "Lance" Tan, whose creativity, determination, and relentless execution gave life to what many initially believed impossible. It was
	Former Department of Trade and Industry Undersecretary and Rotary Club of Manila Auditor, Usec. Gani Macatoman, delivered the Universal Invocation.
	Setting a tone of dignity, purpose, and patriotism, Rotarian Lance Tan, Chairman of the Oath-Taking Ceremony Program, formally welcomed distinguished guests, Rotarians, civic leaders, and dignitaries to the historic morning induction ceremonies at the Rizal Monument.


	Lance who spearheaded the historic dawn oath-taking at the Rizal Monument — the first in the Rotary Club of Manila's 107-year history. Coordinating multiple government agencies, navigating permits and protocols, and harmonizing the countless logistical details required to stage a ceremonial induction at one of the nation's most sacred landmarks demanded exceptional perseverance. Through his efforts, an inspired idea became a defining milestone not only for the club but for Rotary history in the Philippines.
	Together, PDG Alex Cureg and Rtn. Lance Tan demonstrated a timeless truth about leadership: history is rarely shaped by a single individual. It is built by dedicated people who willingly carry enormous responsibilities, often behind the scenes, so that others may experience moments that appear effortless. Their work ensured that July 2, 2026, would be remembered not simply as another induction ceremony, but as one of the most significant milestones in the modern history of Asia's First Rotary Club.
	Against the timeless backdrop of the Rizal Monument, the newly inducted Board of Directors and Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila stand proudly with Manila Mayor Isko Moreno Domagoso following the club's historic oath-taking ceremony.
	In one of the most symbolic moments of the ceremony, Immediate Past President Atty. Raoul C. Creencia formally entrusted the Rotary Club of Manila's bell and gavel to yours truly, signifying the peaceful transfer of authority, responsibility, and stewardship of Asia's First Rotary Club.
	Bringing the historic ceremonies to a fitting close, Rotary Club of Manila Director Delfin Lorenzana delivered the Closing Remarks.
	With the ceremonial strike of the gavel, Pres. Reginald T. Yu formally adjourned the historic morning oath-taking ceremonies.
	More Than an Anniversary
	The evening celebration at The Manila Hotel reflected that same philosophy.
	The spacious Fiesta Pavilion welcomed more than 440 guests, transforming what had been envisioned as a club induction into something resembling a district-wide convention.
	The room itself became a portrait of relationships built over decades.
	Present were Rotary leaders from across District 3810, Past Presidents, Past District Governors, civic leaders, university classmates, business colleagues, and friends representing organizations that had intersected with the President's own journey — from JCI Manila and JCI Senate Manila to the Philippine Paint and Coatings Association, the Anvil Business Club, and the Philippine Hong Tei Cultural Association.
	Their presence revealed something fundamental about leadership. No meaningful journey is ever traveled alone.
	Every chapter leaves behind companions. Every season of service creates friendships that outlive the office itself.
	With elegance, poise, and professionalism, Past President Jujut Villa-Real Enriquez and Ms. Zyrene Valencia masterfully served as the Masters of Ceremonies for Part I of the Rotary Club of Manila's 107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies at the Manila Hotel.
	Invoking the Almighty's guidance upon the gathering, Rotary Club of Manila Director Mike Roxas delivered the evening Invocation, calling upon God's wisdom and blessings as the Club celebrated its 107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies.


	Honoring Those Who Came Before
	The ceremonies never allowed the evening to become merely celebratory.
	Instead, they continually returned to one central idea:
	Legacy.
	Past President Domingo S. Guevara and Dr. Jaime C. Laya were honored for fifty years of Rotary service — a reminder that institutions are ultimately sustained not by speeches but by decades of faithful commitment.
	Immediate Past President Raoul C. Creencia received the Leadership Award in recognition of a year that strengthened the club and laid the groundwork for future initiatives.
	New members were welcomed into the Rotary family.
	The message was unmistakable. A healthy institution simultaneously remembers its elders while embracing its future.
	One of the Rotary Club of Manila's most cherished traditions came alive as the world-renowned Rotary Club of Manila Music Chorale opened the formal reception with a stirring rendition of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn.
	With the precision and decorum befitting Rotary's highest traditions, Past District Governor Alexander P. Cureg, Chairman of the 107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies, formally acknowledged the distinguished dignitaries, honored guests, sister clubs, and visiting Rotarians who graced the historic celebration.


	Delivering his first official address as the newly inducted Vice President of the Rotary Club of Manila, Karlo Castro warmly welcomed the distinguished guests, Rotary leaders, members, and friends gathered for the Club's 107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies.
	In a fitting tribute to exemplary servant leadership, yours truly conferred the Leadership Award upon my Immediate Past President Atty. Raoul C. Creencia in recognition of his outstanding stewardship of the Rotary Club of Manila during Rotary Year 2025–2026.
	In recognition of a lifetime devoted to Rotary service, President Reginald Yu, together with Membership Concerns Director Teodoro Kalaw IV, presented a commemorative portrait to Past Auditor Dr. Jaime C. Laya in celebration of his 50 remarkable years of dedicated service to the Rotary Club of Manila. Although Dr. Jimmy was unable to attend the ceremonies due to illness, the tribute was graciously received on his behalf by Past President Eusebio V. Tan, a longtime friend and fellow Rotarian.
	A deeply moving tribute to five decades of unwavering Rotary service, Past President Domingo S. Guevara was honored on the occasion of his 50th Year in Rotary with a specially commissioned watercolor portrait, personally painted and presented by President Reginald Yu. Surrounded by his loving family, PP Boy received the gift with visible emotion, as the audience witnessed a heartfelt moment that transcended ceremony and celebrated a lifetime of service, friendship, and leadership.
	Bringing wit, energy, and effortless chemistry to the stage, Rotarians Coco Mauricio and Board Legal Adviser Atty. Joaquin Esquivias masterfully served as the Masters of Ceremonies for Part II of the Rotary Club of Manila's 107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies.
	Setting the stage for one of the evening's most anticipated moments, Rotarian Joey Garcia had the distinct honor of introducing the Guest of Honor and Speaker.
	Voices That Challenged
	The evening's distinguished speakers reinforced that narrative.
	His Eminence Pablo Virgilio Cardinal David challenged Rotarians to embrace humility, moral courage, and compassion.
	District Governor Dr. Maria Rosa "Bing" Carrion reminded members that Rotary's greatest achievements are always collective.
	Rotary International Director-Elect Engr. Edna Sutter urged members to think beyond their own clubs and dedicate themselves to creating impact that outlives individual terms.
	Together, the speakers transformed the induction from ceremonial obligation into moral reflection.
	Leadership, they suggested, is not measured by applause. It is measured by what remains after the applause ends.
	Delivering a profound and thought-provoking keynote address, His Eminence Pablo Virgilio David, Bishop of Kalookan and one of the Catholic Church's foremost moral voices, challenged the Rotary Club of Manila to remain steadfast in defending the values that make us truly human amid an era of unprecedented technological change.
	President Reginald Yu presented a Token of Appreciation to Guest of Honor and Speaker, His Eminence Pablo Virgilio David. Joining the presentation was STAR Rotarian Atty. Chris Tamesis, this year's Fellowship Chairman.


	With heartfelt conviction and genuine admiration, Club Secretary PD Albert Singson Alday delivered an impassioned introduction of President Reginald T. Yu , offering the audience a glimpse not only of his modest credentials, but more importantly, the character, integrity, and servant leadership that have defined his Rotary journey.
	President Reginald T. Yu delivered his inaugural address as the 107th President of the Rotary Club of Manila, presenting a compelling vision for the year anchored on "Rotary T.U.R.N. – Toward a Unified Rotary Nation."
	One of the most cherished and emotional traditions of the Rotary Club of Manila came alive as the Club's World-Famous Music Chorale serenaded President Reginald T. Yu and First Lady Sandy with her favorite love song, "Kahit Maputi Na Ang Buhok Ko" by the legendary Rey Valera.
	Surrounded by the people who have been his greatest source of strength — his beloved wife Sandy, their children, and his mother Susan — President Reginald T. Yu stood at one of the most meaningful moments of the evening as the Rotary Club of Manila's World-Famous Music Chorale serenaded them with its traditional tribute to the incoming President and spouse.
	Director Carlos "Caloy" Serapio, Director for Youth Affairs, formally introduced the evening's Inspirational Speaker, Rotary International Director-Elect Engr. Edna Sutter.
	Rotary International Director-Elect Engr. Edna Sutter delivered an inspiring and deeply personal message that challenged every Rotarian to embrace leadership as a privilege founded on service, humility, and integrity.
	Immediate Past President Atty. Raoul C. Creencia, whose exemplary leadership steered the Rotary Club of Manila through a remarkable Rotary Year 2025–2026, took to the podium to introduce the evening's final Inspirational Speaker.
	District Governor Bing N. Carrion delivered a heartfelt and inspiring message that challenged every Rotarian to embrace the true spirit of Rotary through servant leadership, compassion, and purposeful action.
	Music as Institutional Memory
	One of the evening's most memorable features came not through speeches but through music.
	The Rotary Club of Manila World Famous Music Chorale, under the leadership of Past Director Oscar del Rosario and Maestro Domino Marcos, once again reminded everyone why it occupies such a cherished place within the club's identity.
	Its performances transcended entertainment. They became expressions of institutional memory. Music accomplished what speeches sometimes cannot.
	It connected generations. It transformed fellowship into shared emotion.
	Adding to the celebration were performances by the internationally acclaimed vocal group The CompanY, renowned theater actress Carla Guevara-Laforteza, and former Senator Atty. Joey Lina, now President of The Manila Hotel.
	Their unexpected appearances infused warmth, spontaneity, and delight into an evening already rich with symbolism.
	In one of the evening's most touching and unforgettable moments, acclaimed theater actress and celebrated singer Carla Guevara Laforteza delivered a heartfelt surprise musical tribute to her father, Past President Domingo Guevara Jr., in honor of his 50 years of dedicated Rotary service.
	Adding an unforgettable touch of warmth and fellowship to the evening, Atty. Joey Lina, President of The Manila Hotel, former Senator of the Philippines, and distinguished Rotarian, delighted the audience with a surprise rendition of the timeless classic "You'll Never Walk Alone".


	Showing Up
	Perhaps the evening's greatest achievement cannot be measured in program schedules or attendance figures.
	It can be measured in something far simpler.
	Presence.
	In the days before July 2, many worried that major demonstrations scheduled within Manila would significantly affect attendance.
	Traffic. Mobility. Security. Logistics.
	There were genuine reasons for concern.
	Yet people came.
	Not reluctantly. Not sparsely.
	They arrived early. They filled the ballroom.
	They demonstrated, through their very presence, that institutions endure because people choose to believe in them.
	Attendance became affirmation. Support became testimony.
	Adding a vibrant and memorable dimension to the evening's festivities, the renowned Filipino vocal group The CompanY captivated guests with a superb performance that blended world-class musicianship, impeccable harmonies, and engaging stage presence.


	The Power of Unity
	Threaded throughout every ceremony was the President's chosen theme:
	Rotary T.U.R.N. — Toward a Unified Rotary Nation.
	It is a deceptively simple phrase.
	Yet beneath it lies an enduring truth.
	Rotary has never been built upon individual accomplishment.
	Its greatest projects emerge from collective purpose. Its finest traditions are sustained by shared responsibility. Its future depends not upon one President, but upon many servants
	moving in the same direction.
	That philosophy became visible throughout the event.
	The Board of Directors worked as partners rather than spectators. Committee members carried enormous responsibilities without seeking recognition. Volunteers performed countless invisible tasks. Sponsors, Secretariat personnel, Foundation officers, government partners, performers, and donors collectively transformed an ambitious vision into reality.
	History rarely remembers every name. But history is always built by many hands.

	The Meaning of Stewardship
	Perhaps the most compelling lesson from July 2 lies not in what was celebrated but in what was inherited.
	Every President receives a gavel. Few inherit a legacy spanning more than a century. That distinction changes everything.
	It shifts leadership away from ownership toward stewardship.
	The Rotary Club of Manila has survived wars, occupations, revolutions, economic crises, pandemics, and generations of changing leadership because each generation understood a simple truth:
	They were never owners. Only caretakers.
	Their task was never merely to preserve the institution. It was to strengthen it before passing it onward.
	In a cherished Rotary Club of Manila tradition, the Club's Past Presidents gathered to offer a ceremonial toast in celebration of the Club's 107th Anniversary — honoring more than a century of distinguished leadership, enduring fellowship, and unwavering commitment to "Service Above Self." Raising their glasses alongside the commemorative anniversary cake, these former stewards of Asia's First Rotary Club symbolized the continuity of leadership that has sustained the organization since its founding in 1919.


	District Governor-Nominee Herminio Hermie Esguerra administered the Charge to the new members (Hridesh Raj Parwani, Atty. Job Geismundo, and Joey de Venecia), reminding them that Rotary membership is not merely an honor to be worn, but a lifelong commitment to service, fellowship, integrity, and leadership.
	Assisted by District Governor Nominee Herminio S. Esguerra, President Reginald T. Yu administered the induction of new members.
	Club Treasurer Arvin Arik B. Carranceja delivered the closing remarks.
	With the ceremonial gavel in one hand and the Rotary bell before him, President Reginald T. Yu formally adjourned the 107th Induction and Handover Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila.
	After the Applause
	Every ceremony eventually concludes.
	Lights dim. Music ends. Photographs are archived. Guests depart.
	The applause fades into memory.
	What remains is work.
	That is perhaps the lasting significance of July 2, 2026.
	Its greatest achievement was not producing memorable photographs or an elegant celebration. It was reminding an institution why it exists.
	When future Rotarians revisit this day, they may remember the unprecedented dawn oath-taking before the Rizal Monument.
	They may remember the crowded ballroom at The Manila Hotel. They may remember stirring speeches and unforgettable music. But perhaps what they will remember most is something less visible.
	They will remember the moment when Asia's First Rotary Club looked back upon 107 years of history — not as a monument to preserve, but as a promise to fulfill.
	For institutions, like nations, are ultimately judged not by how faithfully they commemorate the past, but by how courageously they prepare the future.
	And on that remarkable day in July, the Rotary Club of Manila did both.

	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Invocation Internal Auditor Abdulgani M. Macatoman
	N the name of God, the         most magnificent, the         most merciful, let us pray.
	Almighty god, we humbly come before you with grateful hearts as we gather for this RCM Oathtaking ceremony. We thank you for the gift of life, for your countless blessings and for the opportunity to serve our club and our
	community. We ask you, o god, to bless all our newly inducted board of directors and officers. Grant them with wisdom to lead with integrity, courage to uphold justice, humility to serve with compassion and perseverance to fulfill their duties with excellence.
	Guide our leaders and every member of our club, strengthen our commitment to unity, cooperation and mutual respect. So together we will become men of positive change and service to others. We also pray to our families and loved ones, keep them under your loving heart. Bless them with good health, peace and happiness, and continue to be our source of strength and inspiration.
	May all our plans, decision and action always reflect honesty, accountability and sincerely desire to contribute to the betterment of our community and our nation. We entrust, oh God, everything to your divine guidance and mercy.
	Amen.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Welcome Remarks Rtn. Lawrence Li Tan
	ISTINGUISHED guests,                    fellow Rotarians, ladies                   and gentlemen, good morning. It is my honor to welcome you to the 107th Induction Ceremony of the Rotary Club of Manila.
	We are grateful to the guest of honor and inducting officer, Manila City Mayor Honorable Francisco “Isko Moreno, for his presence, leadership and support; to our incoming President Reginald Yu, our
	board of directors and trustees, past president, district officers, fellow Rotarians, and friends. Welcome.
	Today is a historic day for the first time we hold our induction ceremony here in front of the Rizal Monument, standing before Dr. Jose Rizal, the national hero of our country. Reminds us that true service is also love for the nation. His life teaches us that leadership must be guided by courage, unity, and purpose. In this minimum pull face, we renew our promise that service above self is not only a Rotary principle, but also a call to serve our country.
	We also begin a Rotary year, we give our full support to President Reginald Yu, and he's called TURN: Toward a Unified Rotary Nation. May this guide us to work together with unity, purpose, and strong service.
	Maraming maraming salamat po sa inyong lahat. Magandang umaga sa inyong lahat.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Keynote Address Hon. Mayor Francisco "Isko" Moreno Domagoso
	IRST in Asia, always the              first in Manila, we are here in              kilometer zero, in any point of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, north and south, it starts and the journey begins here. And I think with the new presidency, from zero, I think thousands of kilometers ang mare-reach natin to help our fellow citizens.
	So, congratulations, for the new sets of officers, and goodluck, may awa ang Diyos, mapagtagumpayan natin, yun
	ating layunin na ipagmalasakit ang ating bansa, ating syudad, ating club at higit sa lahat yun ating mga  kababayang nangangailangan.
	From the beginning, Rotary by principle it is always helping others, so continue and our own little way as your city government, as your mayor, nasa kod-li niyo lang ako, anytime we could be at service, push button lang kami sa Maynila. Lagi kayong welcome sa Lungsod ng Maynila.
	Magandang umaga, at pagpalain nawa kayo ng Poong Maykapal, Manila.
	God bless.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Closing Remarks Director Delfin N. Lorenzana
	The transfer of leadership is complete, the gavel has passed, the oaths have been taken, and a new chapter begins, but our work continues.
	To all incoming officers, we welcome you. We have confidence that you will lead and guide us with integrity and a vision, know that you have the full support of the club.
	Let us therefore go forward, united in fellowship and committed to service.  Let us always remember that leadership is not about the title, but it is about service.
	Let us continue to be people of action and do good in the world. Let us thank the installing officer, the Honorable Mayor Isko Moreno, for his continued and unwavering support to the Rotary Club of Manila.
	Before we conclude, let us thank our outgoing leaders, led by President Raoul Creencia, for their dedication and service.
	Please join me again in giving one more round of applause for the new leadership and board of directors of the Rotary Club of Manila 2026-2027
	Thank you.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Invocation Director Michael D. Roxas
	Good evening, may I invite everyone to pause for a moment of reflection, each according to our own faith and tradition.
	Almighty God, creator and sources of all wisdom, love and peace, we come before you with grateful hearts, we thank you for bringing us together this evening of fellowship and friendship. Thank you for the privilege of serving others and for reminding us that service is not merely an obligation but a blessing.
	As we gather to celebrate the beginning of this new rotary year and the leaders who have accepted the responsibility to serve, remind us that leadership is not measured by titles or recognition but by the strength of our character, the humility of our hearts, and the lives we held improve.
	Teach us to lead not for our selves but for those we entrusted to serve. Tonight we lift up our beloved country in a time when many longs for greater trust, stronger institutions and renewed hope. Grant wisdom to our leaders and to each one of us, help us always to choose truth over convenience, honesty over personal gain, unity over division and the common good over self-interest.
	Make us faithful stewards of every responsibility entrusted to us in our families, our professions, our organizations, and our communities. We also pray for our world, when there is conflict, bring peace; where there is suffering, bring comfort; where there is injustice, bring compassion. Help us build friendships across cultures, professions, beliefs and generations, knowing that understanding is often the first step toward lasting peace.
	Lord, remind us why Rotary exists, keep our hearts focused on the people you have called us to serve. Teach us to serve not only with willing hands, but with compassionate hearts that recognize the dignity and worth of every person. Help us to see those who are often unseen, to hear those whose voices are seldom heard, and to reach those who need hope the most.
	As we begin this new Rotary year, with the call to create lasting impact, may that impact begin within each of us. Before it is seen in our projects, may it first seen in our character; before it be measured by achievements, may it reflect in choices we make each day. May our words bring encouragement, our action bring hope and our example inspired others to serve. May the four-way test continue, guide our thoughts, our words, our actions, that what we think, say and do may be truthful, fair to all concern, build goodwill and better friendships and be beneficial to all.  Grant us the wisdom to decern what is right, courage to do what is right even if its difficult, humility to listen before to lead, and compassion to faithfully lift the ideal of service above self. We ask your special blessing upon us the newly inducted officers as we begin this year of service, grant us wisdom to lead, humility to serve, courage to do what is right and faithfulness in caring in the trust place in us.
	Bless every Rotarian, every guest, every family represented here this evening and especially the communities we are call to serve. May this new rotary year be a time of faithful service, meaningful fellowship and enduring hope. And may we always remember that the greatest legacy we leave is not the position we hold or the recognition received but the lives we touch, the trust we earn and the hope we leave behind. This we pray, each according to our own faith and belief.



	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	Good evening.
	Tonight, history is not watching us.
	It is waiting for us. Waiting to see what this generation of Rotarians will do with the extra-ordinary legacy entrusted to our care.
	One hundred and seven years ago, visionary leaders planted a seed that became Asia's First Rotary Club.
	For more than a century, that seed has grown into an institution that has changed lives, strengthened communities, and inspired generations of servant-leaders.
	Tonight, that torch passes to us. And the question before every one of us is not whether we inherited a great club.
	The question is... what kind of Rotary Club will we leave behind?
	For one hundred and seven years, the Rotary Club of Manila has never been defined simply by its age. It has been defined by its courage to lead.
	Generation after generation, Rotarians came before us not because they sought recognition... but because they believed that
	those who have been blessed have a responsibility to become a blessing to others.
	They built schools. Responded to disasters. Recognized excellence through the TOWER Awards and the Journalism Awards. Mentored leaders. Strengthened communities. And quietly transformed countless lives.
	That is the inheritance we celebrate tonight. But inheritance alone is never enough.
	Every generation receives only one opportunity... to leave this institution stronger than it found it.
	Tonight, that opportunity belongs to us.
	Several years ago... during the height of the pandemic...
	I attended my very first Board meeting as the newly appointed Assistant Club Secretary.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	To be honest... I did not know what to expect. The discussion was spirited. Opinions differed. Ideas collided. Every issue seemed to invite another perspective. As I quietly observed from the corner of the room... I found myself wondering...
	"How can this group ever agree on anything?"
	Then something remarkable happened. The meeting ended. The debate disappeared.
	The same people who had passionately disagreed only moments before were suddenly laughing together, checking on one another, sharing stories, offering help.
	It was as though none of the disagreements had ever happened. And that evening, without anyone intending to teach me, Rotary taught me one of the greatest lessons of leadership.
	Fellowship is not the absence of disagreement. Fellowship is the decision to remain united despite it. That lesson has stayed with me ever since.
	Because leadership is not about convincing everyone to think alike.
	Leadership is creating an environment where people with different ideas can continue working together toward a common purpose.
	That is Rotary at its best.
	That lesson feels even more relevant today. Because we live in a world increasingly divided.
	Too often, disagreement becomes distrust. Conversations become confrontations.
	People choose sides instead of choosing solutions.
	And institutions everywhere struggle to bring people together.
	Yet for one hundred and seven years, this club has quietly demonstrated another way.
	Here, people from different professions, different generations, different backgrounds, and different beliefs, sit at the same table.
	Not because we agree on everything. But because we agree on something greater than ourselves.
	Service Above Self.
	That simple ideal has kept this club united for more than a century. And I believe it is exactly what our world needs today.



	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	My fellow Rotarians, we are not merely members of the First Rotary Club in Asia.
	We are the stewards of a living legacy. A legacy built by leaders who understood that success is never measured solely by what we achieve for ourselves, but by what we help others become. A legacy built by men and women who believed that influence is most meaningful when it is used in service.
	History remembers those who founded great institutions. But history is shaped by every generation that refuses to let greatness end with them.
	Tonight, that responsibility becomes ours.
	And together, I believe we are ready to write one of the most meaningful chapters in the history of the Rotary Club of Manila.
	Now let me tell you why I accepted this responsibility...
	So why did I accept this responsibility? The answer is simple. Because somewhere along my Rotary journey, this club stopped being merely an organization I belonged to.
	It became a family. What began as an opportunity to serve became a place where I found mentors,
	lifelong friendships, purpose, and a deeper understanding of what leadership truly means. Like many of you, my Rotary journey has not always been easy.
	There were moments when misunderstandings tested our fellowship. Moments when frustrations threatened to discourage participation. Moments when I wondered whether we could fully realize the extraordinary potential of this club.
	But every challenge taught me something valuable. I discovered that great organizations are not defined by the absence of problems.
	They are defined by the willingness of good people to solve them together.
	And each challenge strengthened my conviction that the Rotary Club of Manila's greatest days are still ahead.
	I would be less than honest if I told you I accepted this office without hesitation.
	There were evenings when I quietly asked myself, "Am I truly ready for this?"
	Not because I doubted Rotary. But because I understood the weight of this responsibility. To lead Asia's First Rotary Club... is both an extraordinary privilege... and a solemn trust.



	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	Every President inherits more than a title. He inherits the hopes of every member,  the legacy of every Past President,  and the responsibility to leave the club stronger than he found it.
	Each time I reflected on that responsibility,  I arrived at the same answer. I accepted this responsibility because I believe in this club.
	I believe in its people.
	And I believe our greatest contribution to Rotary has not yet been made.
	That conviction inspired this year's theme.
	Rotary T.U.R.N. Toward a Unified Rotary Nation.
	People sometimes ask me, "Why unity?" Because I believe unity is not simply something Rotary needs. It is something our nation needs.
	Unity does not mean that we all think alike. It does not require unanimous agreement.
	Unity is built when people choose dialogue over division. Collaboration over isolation. Purpose over ego.
	Service over self-interest. Unity begins when we stop asking, "Who is right?" and start asking, "What is right?"
	That is Rotary.
	Our country continues to face enormous challenges. Children still struggle with hunger and malnutrition.
	Many families continue searching for opportunities that remain just beyond their reach.
	Communities remain vulnerable to disasters that arrive without warning. These realities cannot be solved by government alone.
	They require engaged citizens.



	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	Compassionate leaders. People willing to step forward instead of standing on the sidelines. That is precisely why Rotary exists. If there was ever a time for Rotary to lead... it is now.
	And if there was ever a Rotary club uniquely positioned to lead... it is the Rotary Club of Manila.
	Because leadership is not measured by seniority. Leadership is measured by responsibility. And with our history comes a greater responsibility to serve.
	This year, we have set an ambitious goal.
	To grow our membership from 200 to 300 Rotarians.
	Not because we simply want a bigger club. But because we want a greater force for good. Imagine what one hundred new Rotarians truly represents.
	One hundred new hearts. One hundred new ideas. One hundred new friendships. One hundred new professional networks. One hundred more people ready to answer every call for help.
	That is not merely membership growth. That is hope... multiplied.
	Because growth is never the destination. Impact is.
	Membership is simply the vehicle that allows us to serve more people... more effectively, more compassionately than ever before.
	When we gather one year from tonight, I hope we will not be talking primarily about attendance records, or committee reports,  or statistics.
	I hope we will be telling stories.
	Stories of children who no longer go to bed hungry. Stories of students whose futures were transformed because someone in this room believed in education. Stories of communities rebuilt after disaster. Stories of lives changed because Rotarians chose action instead of indifference.
	Somewhere, perhaps at this very moment, there is a child we have never met whose future will be different because of what the Rotary Club of Manila chooses to do this year.
	My fellow Rotarians, that is the Rotary worth building.
	And the remarkable thing is, every one of us has a part to play.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	But let me say this as clearly as I can. None of what I have shared tonight depends on one President.
	No President, regardless of his passion or experience, can transform a club by himself.
	The future of the Rotary Club of Manila belongs to all of us. It belongs to our Past Presidents, whose wisdom continues to guide us. It belongs to our senior members, whose experience strengthens our foundation. It belongs to our younger Rotarians, whose ideas will shape our future. It belongs to every spouse, every volunteer,  every family member, and every friend of Rotary who quietly makes service possible.
	Rotary has never been about one leader. It has always been about leaders... working together.
	Tonight, I ask every Rotarian to make just three commitments.
	Not ten. Not twenty.
	Just three.
	Bring One. Invite one good person into our Rotary family.
	Someone whose life will be enriched by service... and whose talents will enrich our club.
	Mentor One. Help a younger Rotarian discover the joy of leadership. Because every experienced Rotarian in this room was once the new member who needed encouragement. And finally...
	Serve One More. Join one project that stretches you beyond your comfort zone. Because growth never happens where comfort lives.
	Imagine what would happen if every member accepted those three commitments.


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Inaugural Address President Reginald T. Yu
	One new Rotarian. One new leader. One new act of service. That is how movements grow. That is how legacies are built.
	Before I conclude, allow me to thank one group of people without whom I could never have accepted this responsibility.
	My family.
	To my mother, thank you for teaching me that success finds its greatest meaning when it is placed in the service of others.
	To my beloved wife Sandy... Thank you for your love, your patience, and for sharing me with Rotary. To Ryan, Regine, Robin, and Roxanne...
	Everything we strive to accomplish through Rotary is ultimately about building a better future for your generation and for those who will follow. I love you, and I thank you.
	My dear fellow Rotarians, tonight is not  simply the beginning of another Rotary year.
	It is a defining moment.
	A moment when we decide not merely what we will accomplish, but who we will become.
	Years from now, another President will stand on this very stage.
	He will look back at Rotary Year 2026–2027. He will ask only one question.
	"What kind of legacy did they leave behind?"
	Let our answer be this.
	We left a stronger fellowship. A more united Rotary family.
	A larger force for good. And a Rotary Club of Manila more relevant, more compassionate, and more impactful than ever before.
	When I began this evening... I said that history was waiting. Waiting to see what this generation of Rotarians would do with the legacy entrusted to us.
	Tonight, our answer begins.
	It begins with unity. It begins with service. It begins with everyone of us. Let us T.U.R.N. Toward one another. Toward service. Toward hope. Toward a stronger Rotary. Toward a stronger nation.
	Let us T.U.R.N. Together.
	Thank you.



	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Keynote Address His Eminence † Most Revered Pablo Virgilio Cardinal David
	I would like to begin by extending my congratulations to the new leadership body of the oldest Rotary Club in all of Asia. Congratulations to all of you. And compliments to Reggie Yu for that Jose Rizal pose.
	Allow me first to congratulate you for this 107th Induction and Turnover Ceremonies. 107 years is no ordinary milestone, it speaks of a tradition of leadership, service, and commitment to the common good that has endured through generations of Filipinos. I'd like to thank you for the honor of being invited to share a few reflections with you this evening. Kababalik ko lang po galing sa Vatican in Rome, and to be honest, I'm still a bit jet-lagged because I arrived early this morning. You know that last week I participated in the Consistory of the College of Cardinals, convoked by Pope Leo II to be convoked by Pope Leo XIV. Since his election in May of last year, I had the privilege of serving as one of the four moderators during our sessions and on the final day, we shared lunch with the Holy Father.
	Naturally, I cannot tell you what we discussed around that table, but I can tell you what Pope Leo has already shared publicly through his words, his apostolic journeys, and especially through his recently published social encyclical entitled Magnifica
	Humanitas. You can download it, there is a whole website for Vatican documents, you can freely download any Vatican document through www.vatican.va, Magnifica Humanitas.
	I call it the platform of papacy of Pope Leo, and if I were asked to summarize his vision in one sentence, I would say this, “Our greatest challenge today is not simply technological, political, or economic, it is profoundly human and moral.” The title of his encyclical says it all, Magnifica Humanitas, which means magnificent humanity. Notice that the Pope expresses his admiration, not first for artificial intelligence, but for the human intelligence that created it. Artificial intelligence, after all, is just a product of human intelligence and it is human intelligence that you should


	IN THEIR OWN WORDS
	Keynote Address His Eminence † Most Revered Pablo Virgilio Cardinal David
	be awed about because it is a gift from God. Technology itself is neither good nor evil; it simply magnifies the intentions of those who create and use it. That is why the real question facing our generation is not whether artificial intelligence will become more powerful, it certainly will. The more important question is this, will humanity become wiser? Will we become more compassionate? Will we use our growing knowledge to serve humanity or merely to dominate one another? This question is not limited to scientists or technology companies. It is a question for political leaders, for educators, for business executives, for religious communities, civic organizations, and certainly for you, Rotarians.
	The ancient title traditionally given to the Pope, the leader of the Catholic Church, in Latin is Pontifex Maximus, which means, literally, the supreme bridge builder. I remember my brother Randy David, the first time he traveled to Europe, when he came home, he gifted me with a little medallion with the face of the then Pope John XXIII and I saw the inscription on that medallion, Pontifex Maximus. Nag-research po ako and I found out na ang ibig sabihin ito, the supreme bridge builder. Kaya nung bata ako, akala ko ang Santo Papa engineer, bridge builder.
	Well, I have often reflected that this beautiful
	image is not meant for the Pope alone. Every authentic leader is called to become a bridge builder. Every community that serves society must build bridges, not walls. That is why I find your Rotary theme so meaningful, Toward a Unified Rotary Nation. Unity cannot be achieved by slogans, it is built patiently, relationship by relationship, act of service by act of service, conversation by conversation. Bridges are never built overnight, they require vision, sacrifice, trust, and perseverance. You know that we are living at a time when many institutions throughout the world are under enormous strain. This was very much a part of our conversation with Pope Leo. The collapse of many of our global institutions. Public discourse has become increasingly polarized. Social media often rewards outrage rather than understanding. Many have become quicker to condemn than to listen, quicker to divide than to unite. We seem to be losing the language of dialogue, and you know this concerns Pope Leo very deeply. One of the striking themes of Magnifica Humanitas is its invitation to disarm our words.
	Before weapons destroy lives, words often destroy trust, nakakamatay ho ang salita, people, or before wars begin on battlefields, they frequently begin in speeches, propaganda, and public narratives that portray other human beings as enemies rather than neighbors. Hitler did not begin
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	exterminating the Jewish people with guns, he started it with words, by othering them, by vilifying them, by labeling them as enemies. Nakapadali pong pumatay using violent words.
	History teaches us this very painful lesson; the great tragedies of the 20th century did not begin with bombs. They began with words that dehumanized entire peoples. Words that justified exclusion, spread fear, and cultivated hatred. Violence is first rehearsed in language before it is carried out in action. Perhaps this explains why language has become so important in the age of artificial intelligence. Large language
	models learn from the words that we produce. Do not forget, when you use an AI application, whether chat GPT, or cloud, or anything, you are its teacher. Please behave like a parent to a super intelligent child. Be respectful to it, and it will be respectful to you, pero murahin mo siya, matututo rin siyang magmura sa iyo.
	Language models analyze our conversations, our writings, our stories, and even our patterns of communication. Ngayon, pati desisyon kaya na niyang gawin. In a very real sense, the future of artificial intelligence is being shaped by the language of humanity and this realization should humble us. Every word we speak has consequences. Kaya kung minsan, bago natin sasabihin ng isang bagay, kung minsan makakailangan maghulus-dili  muna tayo, is it worth saying anything? Words can inspire hope, but words can also spread despair. Words can heal wounds, but words can also deepen divisions. They can encourage reconciliation, but they can inflame conflict. Long before artificial intelligence generates language, human beings choose the kind of language that will shape our culture.
	For Christians, this should not surprise us, The Bible opens with God creating
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	through His Word, In the beginning was the Word, says the Gospel of John, the prologue of the Gospel of John. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Our faith reminds us that words are never empty, words create realities, they shape relationships, they reveal the condition of the human heart. That is why compassion is never merely a feeling. Compassion always becomes action, alam niyo po, kahit sa Tagalog, we make a distinction between awa, habag, at malasakit. Compassion comes closer to the Filipino sense of malasakit. Dalawang salita yun, di ba? Sakit, mala. Mala means parang, sakit is pain. Alam niyo ba yung karanasang parang nasasaktan ka kahit ibang tao nasasaktan? You are moved by what other people are suffering, and that is positive. Pain is a good indicator that there is a connection, that your body, its system, its immune system is at working. Dapat nga tayong mabahala kapag hindi na tayo marunong masaktan sa'y kinasasakit ng ating kapwa. Di ba may kasabihan tayo sa wikang Pilipino, Ang sakit ng kalintingan, ramdam ng buong katawan. Hindi naman po naging totoo yun, kapag hindi mo na maramdaman ang sakit ng iyong kalintingan, masamang lagay ng katawan mo, ibig sabihin, manhid. Kapag namamanhid na tayo at di natin madama, ang nararamdaman ng ating kapwa, something's wrong with the body. So hindi
	dapat mauwi sa awa at habag lang, kundi sa aksyon, at ang aksyon may malasakit.
	The Rotary motto, Service Above Self, beautifully expresses this conviction. It reminds us that leadership is not about status, but about responsibility. Not about privilege, but about stewardship. Not about accumulating influence, but about using influence for the good of others. In many ways, organizations like Rotary are indispensable partners in nation building. Governments formulate policies, businesses create wealth, religious communities nurture moral and spiritual values. Civil society organizations build something equally important, social trust. They create spaces where people from different professions, different political persuasions, different religious traditions and social backgrounds can work together for a common purpose. In an increasingly fragmented world, this may be one of the greatest services that anyone can offer. A nation is ultimately held together  not by its laws alone, nor by its economy, nor even by its institutions.
	A nation can be held together only by the character of its people. Integrity can never be legislated, compassion cannot be imposed and trust cannot be manufactured. These are cultivated through countless acts of service that
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	quickly transform communities from within. Maybe that is why hope remains so important, hope is very often misunderstood as optimism or mistaken for optimism. Hindi ho pareho ang hope and optimism, they're not the same. Optimism expects that things will naturally improve. But hope decides to work for improvement even when circumstances appear to be very discouraging. Hope is a moral choice before it is an emotion. Every scholarship granted, every community project completed, every medical mission conducted, every young leader mentored, every family assisted in times of crisis, these are not simply charitable activities. They are what I would call acts of hope; they are quiet declarations that goodness is still possible in this world. That solidarity still matters and that every human person possesses an inviolable dignity.
	Alam ko kung minsan narang nawawala na tayo ng tiwala sa ating kapwa-tao. At totoo naman may dahilan kung bakit na kakaganyan tayo minsan. But we should be  alarmed when we start to lose hope and trust in humanity itself. Hindi niyo ba napapansin minsan, we develop a kind of an inferiority complex about our humanity? Kahit sa Pilipino mayroon tayong kinakantang sapagkat kami tao lamang. Para bang napakasama ng maging
	tao? The good news of Christianity is our template for humanity is no longer the fallen and sinful Adam, but the risen Christ, the image of our new humanity.
	Pope Leo has repeatedly reminded us that peace is more than the absence than the absence of war. Peace is the fruit of justice, dialogue, solidarity, and respect for human dignity. In the same way, national unity is more than the absence of conflict. There will never be a time in our history when we will not have to face conflicts. It grows whenever citizens choose cooperation over suspicion, that is how we fight conflicts. When we choose encounter over isolation and service over self-interest.
	My dear Rotarian friends, perhaps our world does not need more powerful people nearly as much as it needs more compassionate leaders. It does not need louder voices as much as wiser words. It does not need more walls but more bridges. If there is one message that I have brought home from Rome, it is this. The future of humanity will not ultimately be determined by the sophistication of our machines but by the  greatness of our humanity. Technology will continue to advance; artificial intelligence will become increasingly
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	capable. I don't know if you've heard that they are now coming up with new applications called digital afterlife. My sister was telling me that she attended a funeral where the dead, the parent of the family, addressed them. And it was a chatbot and they were allowed to bring home their father with them. Because that father happened to be a journalist and he had many journals and blogs, and they uploaded all of them. You know, AI is data-driven, with just enough data, you can create a chatbot of yourself, so that patay ka na, buhay ka pa.
	Well, can you imagine what it will be like when they start harvesting your memory bank? They call it digital afterlife, it's a bit scary what we humans are capable of, no doubt about this. AI will become more increasingly capable but no machine can replace a compassionate art. No machine can replace an honest conscience or a person who freely chooses to serve another out of love, that remains our uniquely human vocation.
	Allow me to conclude, therefore, with this thought, the gospel teaches us that whoever wishes to become great must first become a servant, Rotary tells us, service above self, Pope Leo calls the world to recover a civilization of love instead of a culture of power. These are not competing visions; they are different expressions of the same enduring truth. When compassion becomes action, hope becomes contagious and when hope becomes contagious, communities are renewed. And when communities are renewed, nations are transformed.
	Thank you very much. And may God continue to bless the Rotary Club of Manila and all of you in your noble mission of serving our people.
	Magandang gabi po sa inyo lahat.
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	Protocol observed, but I still want to greet President Reggie Yu, Immediate Past President Raoul and spouse Myls, to the members of the Rotary Club of Manila, District Governor Bing Carrion. Magandang gabi po sa inyong lahat.
	Some years ago, I overheard my spouse Martin, encouraging Reggie to join the Rotary Club in my district, of course, but obviously, he has chosen the Rotary Club of Manila. Well, I can understand why, because there are clubs whose names have become part of Rotary’s history. There are clubs that are admired because of the kind of leaders they produce, and the Rotary Club of Manila is one of those.
	When I joined Rotary in 1999, it was the first lesson that I learned: that the Philippines is home to the first club in Asia, the Rotary Club of Manila, where Rotary’s journey in this region began.
	For 107 years, each generation has served something precious, from those who came before, and that’s not just a club; it's not just tradition; it is legacy. And every legacy comes with the responsibility to preserve it, strengthen it, and pass it on to the next. And, I believe, that this is the same responsibility that Immediate Past President Raoul has entrusted to President Reggie. Because in Rotary, leadership is not about occupying a position, it is about
	accepting a responsibility, and that responsibility begins with understanding where Rotary stands today.
	Fortunately, Rotary enters its second century from a position of strength, financial strength, global respect, and its presence in more than 200 countries and geographical areas. But the whole world is changing; technology, including artificial intelligence, is reshaping the way we communicate, the way we work, and the way we serve, and that’s the reason why rotary must also evolve while losing its values and missions. Because even at these challenges, rotary continues to thrive. Why? Because the world still longs for something that Rotary uniquely offers: human connection, compassion, purpose, service, and hope, which makes Rotary still matter today more than ever.
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	For the past months, as I had visited district across our country, I have shared my vision for rotary to exist for the next 107 years, a younger, greener and stronger rotary. And, I am humbled, that the Zone Institution Chairs of the Zone 78 and Zone 10, already adopted these as the guiding theme during the zone institute for the years 2027-2029, when I will be privilege to serve as your Rotary International Director.
	Younger not only in age but in spirit, energy, courage and innovation. Greener rotary, because the future of rotary service and the future of our planet can no longer be separated from each other. Stronger rotary not only by numbers, I know you’re going to bring in 100 members this year, but through good governance, transparency, stewardship and unity of purpose.
	Last, for 107 years, someone made a decision that change rotary forever, someone decided to bring rotary in Asia and the rest is history.
	President Reggie, it is your privilege to be inheriting a great legacy from predecessor and more years ahead, another generations will gather to celebrate another milestone in the remarkable history of the Rotary Club of Manila. And I truly hope, that they
	will also remember and celebrate this turning point of Rotary Club of Manila, Turn towards United Rotary Nation.
	Congratulations, Rotary Club of Manila, for having Reggie as your President this Rotary Year.
	President Reggie and your team, please continue inspiring Rotarians, not only to admire but to live and embrace its ideals.
	Magandang gabi po sa inyong lahat.
	Maraming maraming salamat po.
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	Protocol has been observed but I want to still recognize the wonderful Edna Sutter. Thank you very much for inspiring us. And Raoul Creencia, my compadre, oh my God, I'm so touched with your wonderful introduction and my dear friend Myls Creencia, I actually met her before you.
	Anyway, I am both grateful, humbled, and honored to stand in front of all of you as your governor. This is my third speech as governor, I became governor yesterday, and I can tell you that I'm in cloud nine. Why do I say that? Because yesterday was our kickoff project at the Philippine Red Cross and it was phenomenal. But it was not my work alone, I'm just the conductor, I mean, it's amazing how my executive committee, Joey Gaba, everybody worked
	so hard and I tell you, even I was impressed.
	Tonight's very special to me because of the Rotary Club of Manila. Do you realize that the brother of my grandfather, Juan Morente Nieva is my grandfather, the father of my mother, the first governor of Marinduque. His brother was one of the first two charter members of this club, Gregorio Morente Nieva, my Lolo. I am standing here awesome because these are now three generations of Rotarians in the Philippines. My grandfather, myself, and my children are Rotarians, my son, Aris,  and my daughter, Arisa, so three generations and that will continue. Rotary becomes a generation of families and let me tell you something. My Rotary journey began when I was five years old. Why do I say that? Because my grandmother, the first lady of Marinduque, would wake us up as siblings and bring us to the farm where we broke bread with the farmers. And that opened my eyes to the fact that we are all equal. I mean, I realized at five that the best thing in life was to serve others. I saw the eyes of the farmers glistening with pride, eating with the owners, and we were all equal. So, I thought, oh my God, this is what I want to do in life, then my life's purpose was born. My life is to serve and that is the reason I write books. The power of the written word can never be underestimated.
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	This is actually my response to Cardinal Ambo, who I always introduced when I was emcee of the Catholic Church as the rock star of the Catholic Church, and he loves it. But anyway, this time, I just want to tell you that AI is only as good as what we feed it. That's what he said, AI, we have to teach AI, ayoko yan, this is what I want,  change again. But you know, it's tiring, I'd rather write my own thing. My creativity doesn't want to conform to a certain chat box or whatever, no?
	So, what I'm saying is, we as Rotarians are awesome people. Why do we stay? 1.2 million Rotarians around the world in over 200 countries stay to become Rotarians. Why? Because it feeds our energy, it feeds our passion, it feeds our passion to serve. We actually feel better than the people we serve. I am so high when I do my projects with my presidents, and you know what I told my presidents? All of you will only do excellent work. Hindi pwede sa akin yung pwede na. Kailangan laging excellent because it speaks of who you are, it speaks of you as deserving Rotarians. Halata ba may fans club ako?
	Anyway, why do we, according to Olayinka Babalola, now our president of Rotary International, when we do projects, we need to assess the last five years. Let us check what was the most outstanding project we did and we need to do
	something better than that. We need to create lasting impact, we cannot do a project just because, oh pwede na, hindi pwede. The projects we do for the marginalized should outlive us. The projects we do should be filled with heritage and legacy. We need to be proud as Filipinos, that's the theme of my year, my theme is Pagsinta, it's not only love, it's cherishing. It's cherishing everyone, everyone with respect, with love, with compassion, we need to honor each other. So that is what it is, first, we have heritage and legacy, second is innovation. We need to innovate we cannot just do what, you know, yung tamad-tamad tayo, hindi pwede yun.
	We have to work hard because we are Rotarians. The communities where we live, look at us and say, they don't say, ano yan? Uy, siga yan, Rotarian yan. Can you imagine? We have the trademark of being a Rotarian, and in Rotary, you can't just apply, you need to actually be invited.
	So that alone is an honor, so that's when we innovate, we change lives and third, according to Babalola, all our projects should be sustainable. They should live beyond us; it should be able to sustain the communities. Didn't you notice that when we do projects, the eyes of the people we serve shine and their smile is something unforgettable? I have to share with you a
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	narrative because in Rotary, narratives are what encourage people to become Rotarians.
	So, when my brother was governor of Marinduque, I told my sister in the States, Sis, please gather all the shoes of all the young kids because they outgrow them and they're all branded. Dodge, Nike, all that. And then send it to Manila by Balikbayan boxes, oh my God, it all came. So, we would go to the province and I cannot forget the snake-like, you know, line of all the young children and I would be bending there and fit the shoes in their feet. And you know what? You know their eyes? It told a story. The eyes of the kid when I put the Dodge shoes, it said, Ang sarap nito, ang sarap. Because they're only used to sleepers that had holes and oh my God, I kept crying. And they probably thought, iyakin naman itong babae na ito. But no, I was crying of joy, I was crying of joy because I saw what a single kind of shoes changes lives. That child would actually feel more powerful walking to school with shoes that were barely used.
	Yesterday, as part of our project, we visited the school, the Ilaya Barangka Integrated School in Mandaluyong. So they said, how are we going there? Are we going to ride the tricycle? Oh, I love that. Governor, you're going to ride the tricycle? It's always the first time, don't think about me, those are only titles.
	God will say, did you feed the hungry? Did you hug that boy who was crying? Did you listen to that grandmother who was despondent and thought that life was impossible? That's what God will ask you. Our life's purpose is to actually serve others; we are instruments to do good in the world.
	So let me remind you that every day, we need to wake up, thank God that we have another day to serve. And then, let's do the work that Reggie said, with compassion, with kindness, with forgiveness. We must create this circle of life, toward off-evil, so that we create communities that are safe, happier, and more worthy with their self-respecting impact.
	Mabuhay po tayong lahat. I love you all.
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	Rotary Club of Manila and PAFJO-TMJ Sign Memorandum of Understanding
	The Rotary Club of Manila, as Funding Partner, and the Philippine Association of Functional Jaw Orthopedics-TMJ-Orofacial Pain, Inc., as Executory Partner, signed a Memorandum of Understanding last July 5, 2026 at the Lanson Place, Mall of Asia, Pasay City.
	The MOU formalized the Handog Makeover para sa Maayos na Kabuhayan Program, a community service initiative that provides comprehensive dental rehabilitation to deserving beneficiaries to improve their oral health, confidence, employability, and quality of life. This happened during the 25th Anniversary and 25th Handover and Induction Ceremonies of the Philippine Association of Functional Jaw Orthopedics-TMJ-Orofacial Pain, Inc. Signing on behalf of the club were President Reggie Yu and DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday in the presence of DGN Hermie Esguerra.
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	A Day of Fellowship, Excellence, and Giving Back


	Registration. Early birds, players checking in and exchanging greetings before the first tee.
	Breakfast Fellowship. Sponsors, Rotarians, and guests share a warm breakfast and even warmer conversation to start the day.
	RCMFI Past President Willie Peliño led the invocation before the start of the tournament.
	Tournament participants gathered for the ceremonial opening before the shotgun tee-off.
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	CEREMONIAL TEE-OFF
	RCMFI Chairman Alex Cureg (left) and RC Manila President Raoul Creencia (right) led the Ceremonial Tee-Off to officially open the tournament.
	From left: RC Manila President Raoul Creencia, RCMFI Chairman Alex Cureg, and Golf Committee Chairman Karlo Castro

	Every peso raised helps sustain the programs of the Rotary Club of Manila and the RCManila Foundation, Inc., supporting education, healthcare, community development, and humanitarian assistance for those who need it most.
	Of course, the day was about more than fundraising. It was also a celebration of Rotary fellowship. Old friends reconnected between holes. New partnerships took shape over shared laughs and the occasional missed putt.
	Throughout the course, players showed the kind of sportsmanship and camaraderie that reflect the Rotary spirit of Service Above Self, proving once again that fellowship and generosity go hand in hand.
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	Scorecards set aside, everyone gathered over lunch to relive the best shots and celebrate a day well played.
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	AWARDING CEREMONY
	The tournament concluded with an awards program celebrating the day's outstanding performances across the various divisions, followed by a raffle draw and acknowledgments for the generous sponsors and partners whose invaluable support and belief in our mission made the entire event possible.
	Secretary Anton Mauricio and Ms. Krystene Bello take centre stage, expertly hosting the awards ceremony with professionalism and enthusiasm.
	The ceremony opened with the Invocation led by Board Legal Adviser Caloy Serapio.
	RCMFI Chairman Alex Cureg delivered his Welcome Remarks and expressed appreciation to the golfers, sponsors, partners, and volunteers whose unwavering support contributed to the success of the tournament and the Rotary Club of Manila Foundation's fundraising efforts.

	MINOR RAFFLE
	Winners of The Moment Group’s gift certificate worth PHP 2,000
	Winners of PICKUP COFFEE gift certificate worth P2500, with Dir. Rami Chahwan, President & Country CEO of PICKUP COFFEE
	Winners of 1TB HDD from ABC Tech, with IT Arik Carranceja, President & CEO of ABC Tech
	Winner of 55'' LG SMART TV from G&W Clubshares Inc.
	Special raffle prize from VST ECS and TrendAI

	One of the highlights of the ceremony was the Announcement of the Fun Hole Winners by Reggie Yu, RCMFI Immediate Past Chairman and RCM President-Elect. Participants who excelled in the tournament's special challenge holes were recognized and applauded for their outstanding performances.
	Most Exercised Player
	Longest Drive
	Longest Putt
	Nearest to the Pin
	Most Accurate Drive
	A much-anticipated highlight of the afternoon was the Major Raffle Draw, conducted by RCMFI Chair Alex Cureg and PP Willie Peliño
	Winners of Magarra Hotel voucher with Mr. Noel Gonzales, Owner of Magarra Hotel
	Winner of 3 Strokes Golf Bag
	Winners of ABC Tech X10 Plus Study Buddy Tablet
	Winners of Platinum Executive Check-up, with Trustee Dan Obrado, Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of TopHealth Medical Clinics
	Winners of Microtel and Tryp hotel vouchers
	TOURNAMENT WINNERS
	LADIES DIVISION
	Champion: Ting Yupangco
	1st Runner-up: Atty. Eloisa Sy
	2nd Runner-up: Lilet Abuel
	3rd Runner-up: Anna Patrica Braganza

	SUPER SENIORS DIVISION
	Champion: Perry Sidiangco
	1st Runner-up: Fausto Preysler
	2nd Runner-up: Jess Manalo


	CLASS C DIVISION
	Champion: Joselito Sibayan
	1st Runner-up: Val Constantine Co
	2nd Runner-up: Jasper Manlapaz

	CLASS B DIVISION
	Champion: Andrew Pacis
	1st Runner-up: Sixto Benedicto
	2nd Runner-up:  Rami Chahwan

	CLASS A DIVISION
	Class A Champion - Derek Ramsay
	1st Runner-up: Martin Dalmacio
	2nd Runner-up: Ramon Garcia III
	OVERALL CHAMPION: Andres Lorenzo

	FLIGHT 3-B was awarded “The Wackiest Flight“ and won Pickup Coffee gift certificates
	GRAND RAFFLE
	Winner of a two-night stay in a Fairmont Gold Room at Fairmont Hotel Makati
	Winner of PHP 25,000 cash from RCM and RCMFI
	Winner of a gift certificate for lunch or dinner buffet at Spectrum Restaurant, Fairmont Hotel Makati
	Winner of 1.5 HP Solar Inverter Air Conditioner from Drenzo Deye
	Winner of PHP 50,000 cash from RCM and RCMFI

	Winner of PHP 75,000 cash from RCM and RCMFI
	The ceremony concluded with the Closing Remarks by Golf Committee Chair Karlo Castro, who thanked everyone for their participation, generosity, and unwavering support. He acknowledged the dedication of the Organizing Committee, volunteers, sponsors, and golfers, emphasizing that the tournament's success reflects the Rotary spirit of Service Above Self and its continuing commitment to uplifting communities through meaningful service.
	PAGSIBOL: The Genesis of an Impact Creating President’s Rotary Story
	by President Reginald T. Yu

	PAGSIBOL: The Genesis of an Impact Creating President’s Rotary Story
	NE of the most                meaningful moments of                 our outreach was spending time with Lolo Piding, one of the beneficiaries of our wheelchair distribution. Unable to walk and having already lost his eyesight to untreated glaucoma, his quiet smile and gentle spirit spoke volumes about resilience in the face of hardship.
	As I knelt beside him, I was reminded that service is not measured by the value of what we give, but by the dignity, compassion, and human connection we share. A wheelchair may restore mobility, but more importantly, it restores independence, hope, and the reassurance that someone still cares.
	Moments like these remind us why Rotary exists—to reach those who are too often for-gotten and to create lasting impact, one life at a time. Service Above Self is never more meaningful than when it brings comfort, dignity, and hope to someone like Lolo Piding.

	PAGSIBOL: The Genesis of an Impact Creating President’s Rotary Story
	NE of the most                inspiring moments of the                day was meeting a courageous beneficiary, Caloy, undergoing lifesaving dialysis treatment. As I visited him during his session, I was reminded that behind every machine is a person fighting a daily battle with remarkable strength and resilience.
	Healthcare is more than providing treatment — it is about restoring hope, preserving dignity, and letting people know they are not alone in their journey. Through Rotary, we strive to stand beside those facing life's greatest challenges, offering not only assistance but compassion and encouragement.
	Every visit, every conversation, and every act of service reaffirms our commitment to Create Lasting Impact — one life, one family, and one community at a time.

	PAGSIBOL: The Genesis of an Impact Creating President’s Rotary Story
	NE of the most                heartwarming moments of                 our medical mission was helping an indigent child, Baby Sophia, receive a free life-saving vaccination. As I gently comforted the little one during the immunization, I was reminded that some of the greatest acts of service begin with the smallest patients.
	Every vaccine administered is more than a simple injection — it is protection against preventable diseases, peace of mind for parents, and a healthier future for an entire community. For many families, access to essential immunization is a privilege they simply cannot afford, making initiatives like these all the more meaningful.
	Through Rotary, we remain committed to giving every child the opportunity to grow up healthy, strong, and full of promise — because every child deserves the chance to live a brighter tomorrow. Creating Lasting Impact begins with protecting our youngest generation.
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	successful medical mission                is built not only on                compassion but also on careful coordination. Here, I meet with our dedicated healthcare professionals and volunteers to review the vaccination program, ensuring that every beneficiary receives safe, efficient, and timely care.
	Behind every vaccine administered, every consultation completed, and every life touched is a team united by a common purpose — to serve with excellence and compassion. Meaningful service requires more than good intentions; it demands collaboration, attention to detail, and an unwavering commitment to those who entrust us with their care.
	When service is guided by teamwork and a shared mission, we do more than deliver healthcare — we create lasting impact for individuals, families, and the communities we are privileged to serve.

	PAGSIBOL: The Genesis of an Impact Creating President’s Rotary Story
	NE of the quiet heroes of                our medical mission was                this dedicated Rotarian volunteer, Jojo, who chose to give the gift of life by donating blood. Every bag collected represents hope for accident victims, mothers in childbirth, children battling illness, and patients undergoing major surgery.
	I took a moment to personally thank our blood donors, whose generosity reminds us that some of the most powerful acts of service require no recognition — only a willing heart. Their selfless act may never meet the person whose life they save, yet its impact can last a lifetime.
	Rotary believes that service begins with ordinary people doing extraordinary things. Through every blood donation, we are not just collecting blood—we are giving families another tomorrow, another celebration, and another chance at life. That is what it truly means to Create Lasting Impact.

	PAGSIBOL: The Genesis of an Impact Creating President’s Rotary Story
	HE tears did not last long.              Moments after receiving her              free vaccination, this little girl, Baby Anita, was smiling once again — a simple reminder that a few seconds of discomfort can provide years of protection.
	It was a privilege to comfort her throughout the process and to witness the relief on her mother's face, knowing that her child had received an essential vaccine
	she might otherwise have gone without. For many families, access to preventive healthcare is not a given — it is a blessing.
	Every child we immunize is another life protected, another family given peace of mind, and another step toward a healthier community. These are the moments that remind us why Rotary serves — not only to meet today's needs, but to invest in tomorrow's generation.
	Healthy children build healthy communities, and healthy communities build a brighter future for all.

	Upcoming Weekly Membership Meetings
	DISTRICT EVENTS
	Tenth Anniversary Celebration of the All Star Presidents and Team
	First District Monthly Meeting of Rotary International District 3810
	DGN Hermie Esguerra attended the Tenth (10th) Anniversary Celebration of the All Star Presidents and Team last June 28, 2026 at the Gloriamaris Shark’s Fin Restaurant Mall of Asia Annex Building, Pasay City.
	DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday, DGN Hermie Esguerra and President Reggie Yu attended the First District Monthly Meeting of Rotary International District 3810 last July 6, 2026 at the Maynila Ballroom of the Manila Hotel in Manila.
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	DISTRICT EVENTS
	First District Monthly Meeting of Rotary International District 3810
	DGN Hermie Esguerra and DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday with the rest of the district officers during the First District Monthly Meeting
	President Reggie Yu and his fellow Impact Creating Presidents as part of the group picture during the First District Monthly Meeting
	DDPIC/Club Secretary Albert S. Alday with Executive Committee Members of Rotary District 3810 for RY 2026-2027 in a Chinese cuisine fellowship after the First District Monthly Meeting at the Red Jade Restaurant of the Manila Hotel in Manila.
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	Induction of the New Board of Directors and Officers of the Rotary Club of Manila Featured in BusinessMirror
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	RCM Past President/Former Supreme Court Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban’s Column in Philippine Daily Inquirer
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