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EDITORIAL

Reginald T. Yu
Editor-in-Chief

HE Rotary Club of Manila
I (RCM), the first Rotary Club in

Asia, stands on a legacy so vast
that it casts both a luminous light and a
long shadow. As we approach the
curtain call of this Rotary year, the aptly
titled program, PAST PRESENT
FUSION: THE RCM CONTINUING
STORY, calls for honest reflection —
not only on our triumphs but more
critically, on the challenges that confront
our beloved Club in the present day.

There is no denying that RCM’s history
is illustrious. We are heirs to a tradition
built by captains of industry, statesmen,
and civic giants who shaped a century of
service in the Philippines. And yet, that
very heritage sometimes becomes our
burden. The weight of our past can
make us resistant to change, hesitant to
experiment, and wary of voices that
don’t fit neatly into the mold of how
things were always done. The world has
changed, but has RCM changed with it
— deeply, structurally, meaningfully?

At the heart of our present struggle is
relevance. In an age where younger
generations are mobilized not by prestige

but by purpose, where collaboration
outpaces hierarchy, and where causes
are measured not by decades of tradition
but by direct, tangible impact, RCM
often finds itself speaking in a language
fewer people understand. We continue
to host programs of substance, yes —
but are we listening to what the public
truly needs? Are we inspiring the next
wave of leaders to believe that Rotary is
still the best platform for lasting change?
Or are we holding on to forms and titles
while letting the spirit that once made us
magnetic slowly slip away?

Our demographics are aging. Our
rituals, while steeped in history,
sometimes feel performative rather than
transformative. There remains, in too
many corners of the Club, a reluctance
to yield the microphone to newer voices,
to question sacred cows, to simplify
bureaucracy, and to open ourselves up
to new ways of serving that reflect the
complexity and pace of the world we live
in today.

Moreover, we are challenged by internal
fatigue — by good men worn thin by
constant expectations but limited
encouragement. We are challenged by
the perception, whether fair or not, that
RCM has become a club for the
privileged, not a crucible for inclusive
leadership. And we are challenged by
inertia — the quiet but dangerous idea
that survival alone is success.

But challenges, when confronted with




clarity and courage, become
opportunities. We need to return to
first principles — not ceremonial
pageantry, but the essence of
Rotary: service above self,
fellowship with purpose, and
leadership that listens more than it
proclaims. We need to recognize
that legacy is not what we inherit;
it’s what we transform. If we are
truly to continue the story, we must
write new chapters — not rewrites
of old glories, but bold narratives
that capture the urgency of now.

Our path forward lies in fusion, not
fossilization. We honor the past not
by repeating it, but by using it as a
foundation to innovate, collaborate,
and lead in ways that reflect our
times. The challenge is not merely
organizational — it is cultural. It
requires humility from the old guard
and courage from the new blood. It
requires a willingness to sit at the
same table, not as gatekeepers and
guests, but as partners shaping one
Rotary story — together.

RCM’s continuing story will be
defined not by the years we’ve
existed, but by the lives we’ve
changed and the leaders we’ve
inspired. The question is not
whether we can survive another
century. The real question is: can
we evolve quickly enough to matter
in the next decade?

Past. Present. Fusion. The challenge
is not behind us. It is right here,
right now. The future will not wait.
Neither should we.

Philippine
Airlines

The Heart of the Filipino



cover story

'BRIDGING NATId{I\‘I

Polo Club, where the walls carry the

hush of diplomacy and the breeze
hums with history, the Rotary Club of
Manila convened its 33rd Weekly
Membership Meeting on a Thursday
afternoon suffused with reverence and
resonance. Though the sky bore no
remarkable omens, what unfolded within
was no ordinary convergence — it was a

I N the verdant sanctum of the Manila

8 Balita

of the IE.'"~:1 wi Lhink, say ar de

I:I |'| "'“l'“l."
ls it FAIRt all concemned 7 _

Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER RIENDSHIPS

mosaic of past and present, duty and
dream, ritual and revelation.

The absence of President Eduardo “Jujut”
Enriquez I1I was gracefully filled by Past
District Governor Alexander “Alex” P.
Cureg, who called the meeting to order
with a calm authority that set the tone for
what would become an extraordinary
afternoon. In a world where schedules are
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scribbled in haste and attention scatters
across digital landscapes, the men and
women of the Rotary stood rooted —
Rotarians in body and in spirit, faces
bright with curiosity and commitment.

Past District Governor Alexander “Alex” P.
Cureg, who stepped into the role of Acting
Presiding Officer, called the meeting to order.

- 1 :
THE JOLEWAY TEST i

Rtn. Delfin “Del” N. Lorenzana moderated the
meeting.

Rotarian Raymond “Ray” N. Davis led
the invocation, his voice a soft candle in
a sacred hush. As the Philippine
National Anthem echoed through an

audio-visual tribute featuring RCM
members, a sense of shared belonging
emerged like mist from deep waters. The
anthem bled seamlessly into the Rotary
Hymn, lifted in majestic unison by the
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale,
whose harmonies brushed the very
rafters with pride.

Rotarian Raymond “Ray” N. Davis led the
invocation.

RCM World-Famous Music Chorale led the
singing of the Rotary Hymn.
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Then, STAR Rotarian Ingill Ra stood
before the assembly to lead the Four-
Way Test — questions as simple as they
are profound, echoing not just within the
room, but in the deeper architecture of
every Rotarian’s conscience.

STAR Rotarian Ingill Ra stood before the
assembly to lead the Four-Way Test.

Rotarian Delfin “Del” N. Lorenzana,
former Secretary of National Defense
and a quiet force of precision and
presence, acknowledged the guests with
eloquent brevity. A welcome song
followed — melodic, ceremonious, and
grounding. The ritual had concluded.
And yet, the real ceremony was about to
begin.

) |

Past District Governor Alexander “Alex” P.
Cureg, in his capacity as Acting President,
delivered the President’s Time.

Y

Chair Nico Valencia (Golf Tournament) and
Chair Amading Valdez (Journalism Awards),
announced and encouraged everyone to join
and attend the forthcoming Golf Tournament
and Journalism Awards this June.
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A Korean Dream: Ingill Ra’s
Testament

He introduced himself not as a guest, but
as a witness.

Ingill Ra, STAR Rotarian and Regional
Chairman of the Global Peace
Foundation, approached the podium
without pomp. What followed was less a

speech than a sweeping soliloquy — part
memoir, part hymn, part call to destiny.
He told the story not merely of a man
from Korea addressing a Filipino
audience, but of two nations whose souls
had brushed in the crucible of history.

The year was 1950, he reminded us — an
era that to many seems dusted in sepia
but remains vibrant in memory. Kim II-

14 Balita
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DG Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez introduced the
guest speaker.

sung, hungry with the shadow of empire,
launched an invasion of South Korea.
The world watched, but 16 nations rose
— not least among them, the
Philippines. From these islands, 7,400
young Filipinos crossed seas to a place
they had never known. They did not go
to conquer. They went to save.

There was a pause, then a question
spoken not aloud, but hung in the air:
Who are we to one another?

To Ingill Ra, the answer was clear. The
Korean story is incomplete without the
Filipino chapter. And the Filipino valor
of old breathes today in those gathered,
who carry both the burden and the glory
of that legacy. He gestured to the 500-
peso bill — a national talisman
overlooked by many. On it, a young
Benigno Aquino Jr., war correspondent
at 17, and a quiet sentinel of history.
“This bill,” he said, “is worth 5 million
pesos — not in economy, but in
memory.”

Ra’s narrative unfurled with seamless
grace. He recalled the bravery of Fidel
Ramos, then a young West Point
graduate, who led troops in the snows of
a foreign peninsula, returning one day
not just to his homeland but to its
highest office. A man shaped by war,
molded by peace.

Of Caves, Gods, and Garlic

As if pulled by a thread backward
through millennia, Ra transported his
listeners to Korea’s mythic origins. To
the cave where a tiger fled but a bear
endured, became a woman, and birthed
Dangun — the progenitor of a people. A
tale not just of transformation, but of
patience, sacrifice, and divinity woven
into bloodlines.

And from Dangun came the ethos:
Hongik Ingan — “To benefit all
humanity.” He invited his audience to
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repeat it, to taste the syllables of Korea’s
heart. “This is our DNA,” he said, “this
is why we do not conquer. This is why
we serve.”

Yet, he did not end there. Instead, he
held up a mirror.

“You, the Filipinos,” he said, “you carry
an even more profound ethos.” Then he
spoke — deliberately, reverently —
Makadiyos, Makatao, Makakalikasan,
Makabansa.

Here, language became a bridge. And
what a sacred thing it is to hear one's
values echoed by another, not in
translation but in truth. It is rare, in an
age of transactional diplomacy, to
witness such vulnerable admiration. Ra
was not simply visiting — he was
pilgrimaging.

He marveled: “You are not just
inhabitants of this Earth — you are co-
creators with God.” The room, which
had weathered the soft swells of routine
gatherings before, now brimmed with
something finer than formality.
Something holy.

From Borders to Brotherhood
Ra spoke of the present with the same

clarity as he did the past. August 15
loomed — a day sacred in Korean

memory, the anniversary of
independence from Japanese rule. But
this year, it holds a deeper yearning:
unification.

He invited the Rotarians of Manila to
stand again beside Korea — not in war,
but in peace. To join him in the DMZ,
not as soldiers, but as bearers of shared
values. “We are brothers and sisters
under one God,” he declared, “and if we
share this vision, we do not just change
Korea — we change the world.”

The campaign he introduced, “The
Korean Dream 10 Million,” is no empty
petition. It is a movement. A call for
peace not as a fragile truce, but as a
civilization’s foundation.

Closing, But Not Ending

The forum opened. Questions flickered
like fireflies — curious, warm, sincere.

18 Balita

Rotary Club of Manila

19



20

Ra responded not as a lecturer, but as a
fellow traveler. And as the meeting drew
toward its end, Rotarian Del Lorenzana
offered a political readout not of
partisanship, but of purpose.

STAR Rtn. Ingill Ra
engaged in an inter-
active conversation with
PD Alex Cureg, PD
Amading Valdez, Rtn.
Caloy Serapio, PD Abe
Pascual, and DG Jackie
Rodriguez.

Then, in a gesture echoing old customs
and new respect, PDG Alex Cureg
presented Ra with a certificate of
appreciation — a humble parchment
that might never capture the vastness of
what had transpired, yet symbolized its
solemnity.

PDG Alex Cureg presented STAR Rtn. Ingill Ra
with a certificate of appreciation.

Post-Mortem Political Readout

PD Amading Valdez, VPE Ricky Guevara, Rtn.
Gani Macatoman, DG Jackie Rodriguez, and
Rtn. Caloy Serapio actively engaged in sharing
their thoughts, opinions, and observations
from the recently concluded national mid-term
elections.

And then the meeting closed.

But none present left as they came.

Balita
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The Heart Beyond the Minutes

Beyond timetables and titles, the Rotary
Club of Manila’s 33rd meeting was a
convocation of deeper tides. In the
sharing of ethos, in the weaving of old
wars into new hopes, something sacred
passed from soul to soul.

It was more than diplomacy. More than
fraternity. It was the reawakening of a
truth that history had written, but the
present was only now learning to read
again.

We are not separate. Not then. Not now.

And as Ingill Ra reminded us, not ever.

PDG Alex Cureg presented adjourned the
meeting.

Meeting Fellowship
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CELEBRATION

INDUCTION
/CEREMONY

Date: ThursdaleulyB 2025
Time: 5:30PM

Venue: Solaire Grand Ballroom _Z#&*
Solaire Resort, Paranaque City 9%
Dress Code: Barong | Filipiniana 22

UNITE FOR GOOD

Providing Professional
Security Service for

RSVP:
_ ESLhea Lozano over 60 years
) (+63) 917-152-3041
5 rotaryclubofmanila@gmail.com
Paym nt Details:

&c nt Name:"Ro mryCi uba of Manila”
ka . No: 151-7-15151486-0 (Metrabank)

m@



: RCMANILA

Rotary \ d FOUNDATION, INC.

Club of Manila

-ll‘l*‘\‘\ a\ Mm N\l

e A

TOURNAMENT FEE

Php8,500.00
Includes green fee, cart-sharing,
giveaways, breakfast, lunch & raffle

“FOR THE BENEFIT OF RCMANILA FOUNDATION PROJECTS.”

For Tickets and Sponsorship
Jonathan Lagarto
09238053157 | rem.jlagarto@gmail.com | rcmanilafoundation@gmail.com
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‘:& RML ENTERPRISES

Sirio Puted Bulsc, Sta. Maria, Bulscan

" Email rmtenterprised0) 4 @gmail com
d, Contact Nos.: 0932-223-5520, 0917-634-7750
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Rotary Club of Bangkok's Installation of the
Board of Club Officers and Directors 2025-2026

May 29, 2025 | Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

Rotary Club of Bangkok, the First Rotary Club in Thailand, Est. 1930
Sister Club of the Rotary Club of Manila, the First Rotary Club in Asia, Est. 1919

May 28, 2025: Welcome Dinner
hosted by the Rotary Club of Bangkok,
held at the Royal Bangkok Sports Club

The Rotary Club of Manila, together
with the Rotary Club of Makati, Rotary
Club of Taipei, and Rotary Club of
Kowloon East, were represented.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Rotary Club of Bangkok's Installation of the
Board of Club Officers and Directors 2025-2026

May 29, 2025: Presentation of the Friendship
Bell to the Rotary Club of Bangkok

Y AV Y

VAR

PE Raoul Creencia presented the Friendship
Bell to RC Bangkok President Nicklas Ulander.

FRIENDSHIP BELL

17Ty
The Rotary Club of Manila ey H MT
celebrates its sister club relationship & ]

with the Rotary Club of Bangkok.
Friendship, Cooperation, and
Solidarity forever.

Presented on May 29, 2025 in
Bangkok, Thailand.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Rotary Club of Bangkok's Installation of the
Board of Club Officers and Directors 2025-2026

May 29, 2025: Ice sculpture at the Rotary May 30, 2025: Farewell dinner
Club of Bangkok's installation of officers

Farewell dinner with RC Bangkok President Nicklas
Ulander

RCMer Steve Mommaerts, DIS Anton Mauricio, and
STAR Rtn. Rowel Ong

2T

Dinner at Issaya Siam in Bangkok

T

At the Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok ‘s grand S o .
ballroom Post-dinner drinks at Abandoned Mansion, Bangkok
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ROTARY’S
AREAS OF FOCUS

PEACEBUILDING AND
CONFLICT PREVENTION

DISEASE PREVENTION
AND TREATMENT

THE FOUR-WAY TEST

of the things we think, say or do

WATER, SANITATION,
AND HYGIENE

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

MATERNAL AND
CHILD HEALTH

Will it build GOODWILL
& BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
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PUBLIC IMAGE

RCM and DENR-PRCMO Pasig River Rehabilitation Project
Periodic Ocular Inspection of the Floating Trash Barriers

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR,
PATULOY PA DIN SA PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN
PARA MALINIS ANG ILOG PASIG

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR,
PATULOY PA DIN SA PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN
PARA MALINIS ANG ILOG PASIG
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR,
PATULOY PA DIN SA PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN
PARA MALINIS ANG ILOG PASIG
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR,
PATULOY PA DIN SA PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN
PARA MALINIS ANG ILOG PASIG

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR, PATULOY PA DIN SA
PRNINIPAGTUTULUNGAN PARA MALINES ANG ILDE PASIE

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR,
PATULOY PA DIN SA PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN
PARA MALINIS ANG ILDG PASIG
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR, PATULOY PA DIN SA
PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN PARA MALINIS

ANG ILOGPASIE  §55
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA AT DENR,
PATULOY PA DIN SA PAKIKIPAGTUTULUNGAN
PARA MALINIS ANG ILOG PASIG

ALIW 23
Rotary Club of Manila at DENR, patuloy

pagtulungan para .. more @
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EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ Il
President

JOEL C. VALDES
Vice President

MICHAEL JAEY C. ALBANA
ALBERT S. ALDAY
HENRY S. GO
TEODORO ALEJANDRO Y. KALAW IV
RODOLFO G. VALENCIA
NAGI ZEITOUNI
Directors

ARIES B. BALANAY
Secretary

MICHAEL D. ROXAS
Treasurer

JASON M. BOGOVICH
Sergeant-at-Arms
HANSEL JOSEPH MICHAEL TILLMANN
Board Legal Adviser

ARVIN ARIK B. CARRANCEJA
Assistant Secretary

JOSHUA RUEBEN ARAGON
Assistant Treasurer

RAOUL C. CREENCIA
RAMI CHAHWAN

JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER
Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms

ANTONILO DC. MAURICIO
Chairman, Innovation & Sustainability

PP ARSENIO M. BARTOLOME, I
PP HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

ABLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Advisers

Rotary 5/; { THE MAGIC

Club of Manila
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EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ Il
Publisher

RTN. REGINALD T. YU
Editor-in-Chief

RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
Managing Editor

SEC. ARIES B. BALANAY
Associate Editor

DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Consultant

PBLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA
DSAA JOHN M. CUTTER
Contributing Editors

RHEA V. TABORA
Editorial Consultant

LHEA J. LOZANO
Executive Secretary

543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.
Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885
Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

www.rcmanila.org O
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SPALAWAN
PAWNSHOP

(§ PALAWANPAY
P CASH IN / OUT

ALAWAN
EXPRESS

ol PERA PADALA PERA PADALA
P LEIETELLE

' CORPORATE SERVICES

% CASH MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

JEWELRY SELLING

= Corporate Collection
(Dealer/ Distributor, Salesman/ Collector, Unit/Member)

. | e Bulk Disbursement
INTERNATIONAL Sl | (Salaries, Bonuses, Loans, Funds, Incentives, Commissions)
REMITTANCE =

o Bills Payments
(electricity, water, telecommunications, others)

Cashless collection via QRPH

BILLS PAYMENT

]

4 Padalato Bank Account
¥ POS/ATM Withdrawal
/]

Micro-Insurance
(Personal Accident, Family and
Group Insurance)

% Cash-in/Top up Services

(for banks, e-wallets, loading)

INSURANCE

PADALA TO BANK
ACCOUNT

E-LOADING

MONEY CHANGER

CASH CARD/
ATM WITHDRAWAL

MAY PANGANGAILANGAN?

Interested to partner with us? Visit
l—FALAwAN Mn NAI www.palawanpawnshop.com/corporate-client
5 or email us at
Supervised by the Bangke Sentral ng Pilipinas corporateservices.inquiries@palawanpawnshop.com



