
ISSUE NO. 4034           DECEMBER 12, 2024

The Official News Organ of
the Rotary Club of Manila
The Official News Organ of
the Rotary Club of Manila

Manila Rotarians
Attend Rotary Club

of Kowloon East’s 55th
Anniversary Celebration

Manila Rotarians
Attend Rotary Club

of Kowloon East’s 55th
Anniversary Celebration

U.S.-Philippine Relations
in a VUCA World 
U.S.-Philippine Relations
in a VUCA World 

RC Manila’s 
CHRISTMAS  PARTY  2024

Merry Christmas!

Know Your 
Baby Rotarians
Know Your 
Baby Rotarians



Program 

Editorial

The Rotary Club of Manila's 17th Weekly
Membership Meeting -- U.S.-Philippine
Relations in a VUCA World 

Random Conversations and Musings

Club Administration

Know Your Baby Rotarians

Manila Rotarians Attend Rotary Club of
Kowloon East’s 55th Anniversary Celebration

Recognition Corner

First Friday Mass Fellowship

Board of Directors and Executive Officers 
for RY 2024-2025

Editorial Board for RY 2024-2025

CONTENTS

3

4

8

22

24

26

30

38

40

44

45

M E R R Y

A N D  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R



           S the Christmas season draws
              near, a profound sense of joy,
                hope, and giving envelops
communities around the world. For the
Rotary Club of Manila, the Philippines'
first and Asia's oldest Rotary Club, this
time of year transcends mere festivity —
it becomes a testament to service,
fellowship, and the enduring
commitment to uplift humanity.  

Since its establishment in 1919, the
Rotary Club of Manila has been a
beacon of leadership and compassion. It
has consistently embodied Rotary
International's motto, "Service Above
Self," by addressing the most pressing
challenges faced by communities.
Christmas, in particular, amplifies this
mission, providing an opportune
moment for Rotarians to unite in the
spirit of generosity, extending a helping
hand to the marginalized and forgotten.  

At the heart of the Christmas season lies
the act of giving, a principle deeply
embedded in Rotary’s DNA. The
Rotary Club of Manila embraces this
through numerous outreach programs
during the holiday season. From  

Reginald T. Yu
Editor-in-Chief

EDITORIAL
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feeding programs for the
underprivileged to distributing gifts to
children in orphanages, the club ensures
that the true essence of Christmas —
love and sharing — reaches those who
need it most. 

In a city where social inequality
remains a challenge, the club’s
Christmas initiatives are a source of
hope for many. Its members
understand that while holiday
decorations may light up the streets of
Manila, it is acts of kindness that truly
illuminate lives. Each gift given, each
meal served, and each smile shared
becomes a reminder that the season's
real magic lies in compassion.  

Christmas is also a time for reflection
and fellowship, and the Rotary Club of
Manila thrives on the camaraderie
among its members. Year-end
gatherings, often infused with warmth,
music, and laughter, are more than
mere celebrations—they are
opportunities to strengthen the bonds
of friendship and renew the shared
commitment to service.  

These moments remind Rotarians that
the work they do is not a solitary
endeavor but a collective mission driven
by shared values. In the spirit of
Christmas, this unity is magnified,
inspiring members to carry their efforts 



challenges of poverty, inequality, and
climate change may seem insurmount-
able at times, but as Rotarians gather
to celebrate, they are reminded of the
power of collective action and the
enduring truth that even small acts of
kindness can create ripples of change.  

Christmas is a season of hope, and the
Rotary Club of Manila serves as its
herald. In every project it undertakes
and every life it touches, the club
reminds us that hope is not merely a
sentiment but a call to action. This
Christmas, as lights adorn the streets of
Manila and carols fill the air, let us be
inspired by the Rotary Club of
Manila’s example.  

May we all find ways to serve, to give,
and to love, not just during the
Christmas season but every day of the
year. In the words of Rotary founder
Paul Harris, “Whatever Rotary may
mean to us, to the world it will be
known by the results it achieves.” This
Christmas, the Rotary Club of Manila
reminds us that the results of love,
compassion, and service are the greatest
gifts we can offer — and receive.

Merry Christmas to all Rotarians and
the communities they serve! May the
season’s blessings inspire us to build a
brighter, kinder, and more inclusive
world.  

into the new year with renewed vigor
and purpose. 

The Rotary Club of Manila has long
been a trailblazer, setting benchmarks
for service projects and inspiring other
Rotary Clubs across the nation and
beyond. This Christmas, its leadership
resonates even more profoundly as it
aligns with Rotary’s enduring vision: a
world where people unite to create
lasting change.  

The club’s initiatives during this season
serve as a testament to its legacy.
Whether through scholarships for
deserving students, medical missions, or
disaster relief efforts, the Rotary Club
of Manila exemplifies how the
Christmas spirit can translate into
tangible, transformative action.  

While Christmas is a time of joy, it is
also a season for introspection. For
Rotarians, it offers an opportunity to
reflect on the year that has passed—the
challenges faced, the lives touched, and
the goals achieved. It is a time to
remember that service is not confined
to a single season but is a continuous
journey that transcends holidays and
calendar years.  

As the Rotary Club of Manila ushers in
the Christmas season, it renews its
commitment to its mission. The 



              HE Rotary Club of Manila
             (RCM), Asia’s oldest and most
             prestigious Rotary Club, hosted
its 17th Weekly Membership Meeting in
grand style on Thursday, December 5,
2024. Held at the Manila Polo Club, 
the event was a remarkable 
convergence of camaraderie,
service, and diplomacy. The
distinguished gathering, 
moderated by Past District 
Governor Vicente “Vince” 
J. Carlos, highlighted 
RCM's unwavering 
dedication to fostering 
meaningful relation-
ships and impactful
initiatives.  

T

U.S.-PhilippineU.S.-Philippine  
Relations in aRelations in a  
VUCA WorldVUCA World    
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by PVP Reginald T. Yuby PVP Reginald T. Yu
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The highlight of the meeting was the arrival of
Her Excellency MaryKay L. Carlson, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Philippines.
Welcoming the Ambassador at 12:15 PM was
an entourage of RCM’s eminent leaders,
including District Governor Jackie Rodriguez,
RCM President Jujut Enriquez, Past District
Governors Obet Pagdanganan, Rudy
Bediones, and Alex Cureg, as well as RCM
Foundation, Inc. (RCMFI) Chairman Reggie
Yu. Adding a special touch to the occasion, the
Santiago Trillana Academy Concert Chorus
rendered a heartfelt welcome serenade, setting
an uplifting tone for the day.  

PDG Vicente “Vince” J. Carlos moderated the meeting.
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A Warm Welcome to an Esteemed Guest

Santiago Trillana Academy Concert Chorus
rendered a heartfelt welcome serenade

The meeting officially commenced with
President Jujut Enriquez calling the
assembly to order, followed by an inspiring
invocation delivered by Rotarian Carlos
“Caloy” G. Serapio. The audience joined in
the singing of the Philippine National
Anthem, presented through an audiovisual
tribute featuring RCM members. Rotarian
Ambassador Victor “Vic” Garcia III then
led the recitation of Rotary’s Four-Way
Test, reminding everyone of the ethical
principles that guide their endeavors.  

A Celebration of Milestones and Fellowship 



Acknowledgment of distinguished guests
and December birthday celebrants further
enlivened the program, with the RCM
World Famous Music Chorale delivering a
joyful rendition of the welcome and birthday
songs.  
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Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio led the invocation.
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President Jujut Enriquez called the meeting to order. 

Rotary Members and guests took a position of
respect as they sang the United States of America
and Philippine National Anthem.

RCM WF Music Chorale delivered a joyful rendition of
the welcome and birthday songs. 

Rtn. Victor “Vic” Garcia III led the recitation of
Rotary’s Four-Way Test.



14   Balita

During his address, President Enriquez
provided updates on several key initiatives: 

 The success of the Special Education
(SPED) project. 
Past Director Issam’s participation in the
55th Anniversary Fundraising Ball of the
Kowloon East Chapter. 
The induction of two new members into
the RCM family. 

The new members—Joaquin L. Arambulo,
Executive Director and Founder of a business
and technology consultancy, and Stefan
Yordanov, President of Finance & VP for
Strategy at Lufthansa Technik Philippines, Inc.
—represent diverse industries, reflecting RCM's
commitment to inclusivity and excellence.  

President’s Time: Reports and New Beginnings  

Mr. Stefan Yordanov (far left) and Mr. Joaquin L.
Arambulo (second from left) were officially sworn in
as new members of RCM, with their oaths
administered by President Jujut Enriquez.

STAR Rotarian Joaquin L.
Arambulo was proudly
presented with his Rotary
pin by PVP Reggie Yu, on
behalf of his proposer, 
PP Archit Bartolome.

STAR Rtn. Stefan
Yordanov was officially
presented with his Rotary
name tag by his proposer,
Pres. Jujut Enriquez.
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Reflecting on the 73-year-old alliance, she
highlighted its significance in promoting
regional peace and security, particularly
through the Mutual Defense Treaty, Visiting
Forces Agreement, and Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement. She further
discussed recent advancements, such as the
Bilateral Defense Guidelines and the Luzon
Economic Corridor initiative, which
collectively strengthen the partnership in
both security and economic spheres.    
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PVP Fausto D.R. Preysler, Jr. introduced the guest of
honor and speaker.

Guest of honor and speaker Her Excellency MaryKay
L. Carlson, Ambas-sador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to the
Philippines

STAR Rotarian Stefan Yordanov presented the
Bulgarian flag as part of the Rotary Club of Manila’s
tradition of “Flag Presentation.” This practice is
observed whenever a new foreign member,
representing a country being added for the first
time, is inducted as a new member.

Her Excellency MaryKay Carlson:
Championing U.S.-Philippine Relations
  
The centerpiece of the event was the keynote
address by Ambassador MaryKay Carlson,
introduced by Past Vice-President Fausto
D.R. Preysler, Jr. In her speech titled "U.S.-
Philippine Relations in a Volatile, Uncertain,
Complex, and Ambiguous World," Ambas-
sador Carlson eloquently underscored the
enduring partnership between the two nations.  

Ambassador Carlson praised the Filipino
people's resilience, ingenuity, and warmth,
sharing personal anecdotes that illustrated
the depth of the U.S.-Philippines connection.
Her closing remarks emphasized the
importance of nurturing such relationships in
today’s complex global environment.  
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Engagement and Appreciation 

The open forum following the speech allowed RCM members to engage with Ambassador Carlson,
exchanging ideas on enhancing bilateral ties. The event concluded with an appreciation song by the
Santiago Trillana Academy Concert Chorus and the presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to
Ambassador Carlson by President Enriquez.  
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Ambassador MaryKay Carlson engaged in an
interactive conversation with PP Pauli Barbara (RC of
Weimar, Germany), PD Amading Valdez, Mr. Art
Valdez, PD Beda Fajardo, Rtn. Gani Macatoman, PD
Hans Palacios, Rtn. Cris Acosta, SAA Jason Bogovich,
and PD Tony Lopez.

Amb. MaryKay Carlson received RCM’s Plaque of
Appreciation, witnessed by (from left) PDG Vince
Carlos, Mr. Chad Kinnear (Deputy Director for
Public Engagement, U.S. Embassy), RI 3810 District
Governor Jackie Rodriguez, Pres. Jujut Enriquez,
PVP Fausto D.R. Preysler, and Rtn. Vic Garcia III. 
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A Closing of Unity and Purpose 

As the meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM,
attendees departed with a renewed sense of
commitment to Rotary’s mission of “Service
Above Self.” The day was a testament to the
power of collaboration, the importance of
international friendship, and the vibrant
legacy of the Rotary Club of Manila.  

Through this gathering, RCM reaffirmed its
role as a catalyst for meaningful dialogue and
impactful action, ensuring that its
contributions resonate far beyond the Rotary
community.

Pres. Jujut Enriquez adjourned the meeting.

Meeting Fellowship
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CHRISTMAS SWEATERS

        vividly recall a scene in the 2001 movie 
        Bridget Jones’s Diary where Colin Firth’s
        character (Mark Darcy) turns to greet
Bridget (Renée Zellweger) at a family
gathering wearing an unattractive knitted
garment featuring a giant red-nosed reindeer.
Bridget was visibly petrified at the gaudy
attire. I remember telling myself: I will never
wear something like that! Just like Bridget, I
also somehow recoiled at Darcy’s outfit.
Notably, other Hollywood movies such as
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation and
The Night Before also featured the
outrageous, ugly and garish Christmas
sweater. In time, this fashion faux pas was
transformed into a globally accepted way of
bringing joy and laughter to holiday
celebrations. 

I happily note that this quirky trend has been
adopted in this year’s RCM Christmas party.
Indeed, it is a welcome and brilliant theme. I
must confess though that, as I write this, I still
do not have a Christmas sweater to wear to
the party. While I told myself in 2001 that I
will never wear such a festive eyesore, I am
actually happily conceding that it will indeed
be fun and humorous to wear such a sweater
in our club gathering. I just hope I will still be
able to grab one. 

              andomandom        onversations andonversations and          usingsusings

by PE/PBLA Raoul Creencia

I

RR                                              MMCC
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It was in the 1950s when 
Christmas-themed pull-
overs started making an 
appearance. These ugly 
Christmas sweaters were 
then referred to as “Jingle 
Bell Sweaters,” and at that time, they 
were reportedly not as garish as today’s
iterations. It was thus when Bridget began
cringing on Darci’s sweater that parties
featuring this outfit started kicking off. This
year, we will be experiencing this trend as we
are all encouraged to wear something
ridiculous and fun. I look forward to seeing
members embrace this social phenomenon,
and personally think that the more
contemporary holiday sweater designs are
actually cute and creative. Indeed, in the
present day, the ugly Christmas sweater has
become such a cherished Christmas tradition
that celebrates tackiness in a new light – all
aimed at eliciting good laughter and pure fun.

The perfect and most precious Christmas gift
that we can give to our Club and to each
other is Time. When we give our time, we
bestow a little of ourselves and a part of our
lives to someone else. In fact, there is no
denying that Time in the service of others is
what defines all Rotarians. Hence, in this
Christmas season, let us give (and continue
giving) the precious gift of Time to our Club
(to its activities and projects) and to each
other. Let us celebrate this Christmas in the
true Rotarian spirit of service and fellowship.
Merry Christmas to all!
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
17th Weekly Membership Meeting

December 5, 2024

24   Balita

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2024-2025
RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2024-2025

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2024-2025
List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2024-2025
As of December 11, 2024
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December 2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Know Your Baby Rotarians

ARAMBULO, JOAQUIN "JACK" L. 

Sponsor: PP Archit Bartolome
2024 December 5, Filipino

Consultancy 
   - Management Information System
Exec. Director / Founder, AM (Business
& Tech.) Consultancy Services 
Wack Wack Twin Towers, Suite 1002,
Mandaluyong City, 1555

YORDANOV, STEFAN 

Sponsor: Pres. Jujut Enriquez
2024 December 5, Bulgarian

Air Transportation 
   - General Aviation Services
VP Finance & VP Strategy and
Corporate Projects
Lufthansa Technik Philippines, Inc.
Villamore Air Base, Pasay City
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSINTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Pres. Jujut and FL Lia Enriquez and
International Relations Chair PD Issam
Eldebs were received at the Hong Kong
Air Port by dignitaries of the Rotary
Club of Kowloon East. 

From left: Rtn. John Woo, AG Look Tsang, 
PP Yiu Ching On, PP Albert Poon, PP Willy Liu,
Rtn. Sherman Kung, PDG Peter Wong,
President Simon  Chan, Director Issam, 
PP Victor Lo, PP David Yau, PP Lai Ping Lun, 
PP Tung Siu Wing, and PE George Kay Jr.



Welcome Dinner for participating sister clubs
of the Rotary Club of Kowloon East, held at 
Tsim Sha Tsui East near Kowloon Shangrila

The RCM delegation headed by Pres. Jujut and Lia Enriquez at the Welcome Dinner by RC Kowloon East



From left: RCMFI Trustee Anton Mauricio, Program Committee Chairman Carlos Serapio
with Glory Tantoco, Pres. Jujut & Lia Enriquez, PD Nick Locsin, RCKE Pres. Chan Sing Hung,

Simon, Rtn. John Tan, PT PJ & Rina Garcia, PD Ner and Fernie Lonzaga



Pres. Jujut Enriquez presents a token gift,
cash donation and the RCM Club bannerette

to the Rotary Club of Kowloon East. 
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RECOGNITION CORNER

Rtn. D. Edgard A. Cabangon was honored
with the prestigious "World Class
Entrepreneurial Excellence in Diverse
Industries" award by the World Class Global
Awards. The ceremony took place on
December 6, 2024, at the City of Dreams
Manila. 

Congratulations on this outstanding
achievement!

Rtn. D. Edgard A. Cabangon
Receives Prestigious
Entrepreneurial Award

Dir. Teddy Kalaw is the First
“Qualified Risk Director   “
in the Philippines



FELLOWSHIP

The First Friday Mass, presided by Rev Fr.
Larry Tan, SDB, was held on December 6,
2024.

Present were PP Boy Guevara, PT Chito
Tagaysay, DE Rami Chahwan, PD Beda
Fajardo, Rtn. Bertel “Inggy” Bertelsen,
PDG Alex Cureg, Rtn. Senen Mangalile,
and Rtn. Chris Bello.
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Christmas lunch at Emerald Garden
graciously hosted by President Jujut
Enriquez on Tuesday, December 10, 2024

First Friday Mass Pres. Jujut Enriquez Hosts
Christmas Lunch for RCM Team
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