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PROGRAM

16th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2024-2025
Thursday, 28 November 2024, 12:30 PM
Manila Polo Club

Moderator: DSAA JOHN MICHAEL “John” CUTTER

Registration

CALLTO ORDER
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ

Invocation
RTN. PAUL ANTHONY “Paul” T. KOH

Philippine National Anthem | AVP
Rotary Club of Manila Hymn | RCM WF MUSIC CHORALE
The Four (4) Way Test | VP JOEL C. VALDES

Acknowledgement of Guests
DSAA JOHN MICHAEL “John” CUTTER

Welcome Song | RCM WF MUSIC CHORALE

Birthday Celebrants

Nov.24 Rtn. Ricky Laurel
Nov.25 PD Tony Lopez
Nov.26 Rtn. Raymond Alberto

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song | RCM WF Chorale
President’s Time | PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ

- MOA signing with Abbott

- Alay Lakad Recap (Video)

- Announcement of PETA

- Announcement of SPED

- Announcement of RCM’s X-mas Party

Introduction of the Guest Speaker | SAA JASON M. BOGOVICH

Guest Speaker
Address:

JOSE RODOLFO V. DIMAANGO, JR., MD
Nutrition Medical Director for Asia Pacific, Abbott

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ

Adjournment
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ




Guest Speaker

Jose Rodolfo
V. DIMAANO, JR.

Area Medical Director
Pacific Asia
Abbott

R. DIMAANO is the Area Medical Dr. Dimaano has more than 20 years’
D Director for Pacific Asia at Abbott. experience working in the field of public

He leads the medical affairs team health, pharmaceutical medicine, and food
who provides technical and scientific support and nutrition, spanning government,
to the nutrition business and facilitates academic and industry settings.
engagements with healthcare professionals
and customers across Pacific-Asia. Prior to Abbott, Dr. Dimaano held medical

affairs roles at various multinational

He joined Abbott in 2011 as the Head of the pharmaceutical companies since 2002. Before
Medical, Regulatory Affairs, and Quality moving to the industry, he served the
Assurance Department of its pharmaceutical Philippine public health system through his
business in the Philippines before assuming participation in health education initiatives.
his current role. He was part of the team that implemented
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Guest Speak

the food fortification program under th:
Early Childhood Development Project of
the Department of Health to address
micronutrient deficiencies in Filipino
children.

Dr. Dimaano was a contributing writer and
editor for modules developed for the
University of the Philippines College of
Public Health (Health Emergency
Management) and the Institute of Human
Genetics (Newborn Screening Program) of
the National Institutes of Health.He has
written and contributed articles on health
and nutrition in medical and trade
publications. He served as a board member
of the Philippine College of Pharmaceutical
Medicine for more than 10 years.

Philippine
Airlines

The Heart of the Filipino

He has also practiced as a primary care
physician for a few years after obtaining his
medical degree.

Dr. Dimaano completed his BS Basic
Medical Sciences degree under the
Integrated Arts & Medicine Program (an
accelerated medical course) at the
University of the Philippines College of
Medicine and earned his Doctor of
Medicine degree from the same university.
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EDITORIAL

Reginald T. Yu
Editor-in-Chief

ALNUTRITION impacts
Mone in three people globally,

transcending age, region, and
socioeconomic background. It is a silent
crisis with devastating consequences—
stunting children’s growth, impairing
cognitive development, and weakening
immunity. For adults, it reduces
productivity and increases susceptibility
to chronic diseases. As malnutrition
continues to hinder progress toward
global health equity, urgent action is
needed.

Recognizing this critical issue, Abbott
Laboratories and the Rotary Club of
Manila (RCM) are launching a
groundbreaking initiative to address
malnutrition in Metro Manila. This
collaboration, formalized through a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) to be signed on November 28,
2024, at the Manila Polo Club, marks a
significant step toward tackling
malnutrition at its roots in underserved
communities.

The program, a blend of malnutrition
screening and nutrition education, aims

to empower families with knowledge
while identifying those in need of
intervention. By combining Abbott’s
global expertise in healthcare
innovation with RCM’s commitment to
service, the initiative aspires to create
lasting, positive health outcomes.

At the heart of this effort is Dr. Jose
Rodolfo V. Dimaano, Jr., Nutrition
Medical Director for Asia Pacific at
Abbott, whose leadership in the fight
against malnutrition has been pivotal.
Dr. Dimaano will share insights on
Abbott’s ongoing global mission and
the impactful work of the Center for
Malnutrition Solutions. This center
serves as a beacon for addressing
malnutrition worldwide, leveraging
science to develop practical and
scalable solutions.

This partnership is a call to action—a
reminder that no one should be left
behind in the fight for health and well-
being. By joining forces, Abbott and
RCM exemplify what can be achieved
through shared purpose and
collaboration.

As we gather to witness the launch of
this initiative, let us commit to
addressing malnutrition not just as a
health crisis but as a moral imperative.
Together, we can turn the tide, one
community at a time.
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HE Rotary Club of Manila convened
I its 15th Weekly Membership Meeting
for the Rotary Year 2024-2025 at the
prestigious Manila Polo Club. Moderated by
Director-Elect Albert ""Hans'" C. Palacios, the
event brought together Rotarians and

distinguished guests for an afternoon of
fellowship, reflection, and insight.

Program Highlights

The meeting began with registration, followed
by the Call to Order by President Jujut
Enriquez. The opening formalities included an
invocation led by Rotarian John Nico “Nico”
P. Valencia, an Audio-Visual Presentation of
the Philippine National Anthem, and a



rendition of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
performed by the RCM World Famous Music
Chorale.

Rotarian Michael Raymond “Micray” L.
Gonzales delivered the Four-Way Test,
emphasizing the core principles of Rotary.
Director-Elect Albert ""Hans'" C. Palacios then
acknowledged guests, and the RCM World
Famous Music Chorale performed a Welcome
Song. The Club also celebrated the birthday of
Past District Governor Vince Carlos
(November 19), serenading him with the
"Maligayang Bati/ Happy Birthday Song."

W

DE Abert “Hans"” C. Palacios moderated the meeting.
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Rotarian John Nico P. Valencia led the invocation.

Rotary Club of Manila
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Rtn. Michael Raymond “Micray” L. Gonzales led the
recitation of the Four-Way Test.

President Jujut Enriquez took the stage for
his time, during which he provided updates,
including the PETA Report and the turnover
of funds by Past District Governor Alexander
“Alex” P. Cureg.

Pres. Jujut Enriquez during the President’s Time.

14 Balita

PDG Alex Cureg reported to the members the total
amount collected for the PETA project.

Turnover of funds to PETA. From left: PDG Alex Cureg,
Ms. Ashley Fruno (Dir., PETA Asia, Phils.), PDG Jackie
Rodriguez, and DIS Anton Mauricio

Featured Address by Governor Luis
“Chavit” Singson

District Governor Joaquin “Jackie”
Rodriguez introduced the guest speaker,
former Ilocos Sur Governor Luis Crisologo
“Chavit” Singson. Governor Singson, known
for his transformative leadership and business
acumen, captivated the audience with an

Rotary Club of Manila 15



inspiring and candid account of his life,
achievements, and vision for the Philippines.

DG Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez, Sr. introduced the
guest speaker, former llocos Sur Governor Luis
Crisologo “Chavit” Singson.

“It is a great honor to be here today,” began
Governor Chavit Singson, addressing the
Rotarians. “Thank you for inviting me to
share my journey and thoughts.”

Governor Singson reflected on his long
career in public service. “I have served as
Governor of Ilocos Sur for many years, later
becoming Mayor, and even a Councilor. At
various points, I also held leadership roles in
the Governors’ League, Mayors’ League, and
the Councilors’ League of the Philippines.
My career in public service has been marked
by challenges, but also by many successes.
When I first became Governor, Ilocos Sur
was known as the most notorious province in
the country. Political killings were rampant,
and a private army ruled. It was a place of
fear, poverty, and violence.”

16 Balita

THENAGIC

Guest speaker former llocos Sur Governor Luis
Crisologo “Chavit” Singson

He detailed the steps he took to transform
the province. “I worked hard to eliminate the
influence of private armies and reduce graft
and corruption. Over time, Ilocos Sur
transitioned from being one of the poorest
provinces to the fifth richest in the
Philippines. It was not an easy journey, but it
was worth it. Today, our province is peaceful,
prosperous, and open for business.”

Governor Singson’s commitment to fighting
corruption extended beyond his province.
“When I led the Mayors’ League, it was
riddled with graft. By the time I left, not only
was it free of corruption, but I had also left
40 million pesos in cash. Similarly, when I
chaired the Councilors’ League, I left behind
100 million pesos. These experiences taught
me that leadership is about integrity and
action. My father’s advice—°‘Always keep
your word or lose your credibility’—has
guided me throughout my life.”

Rotary Club of Manila
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Shifting to his entrepreneurial endeavors,
Governor Singson shared anecdotes from his
youth. “I grew up working in my family’s
businesses, selling peanuts and soft drinks in
movie theaters, despite my mother’s
objections. Later, I worked at a tobacco
redrying plant, which set the foundation for
my first major venture—tobacco trading. I
innovated by sourcing tobacco directly from
farmers, which allowed me to build a thriving
business. It was through these ventures that I
earned my first billion pesos.”

i’:‘o‘?",ﬁm " Rotary
1y Yoar 2024-2025

His business ventures eventually expanded to
include electric vehicles, aviation, and
economic zones. “In South Korea, I own two
economic zones and collaborate with major
companies like Daewoo. Here in the
Philippines, I am working to establish an
economic zone in Ilocos Sur. This has been a
dream for decades, but approval has been
delayed by the Senate. This is one of the
reasons I'm considering another run for public
office—to finally see this dream come to life.”

18 Balita

Governor Singson also spoke about his
philanthropic projects, including financing the
modernization of Philippine jeepneys. “The
old jeepneys pollute the environment and lack
air-conditioning. I’ve committed to funding
new, electric jeepneys with no down payment
and zero interest. This project is not about
profit—it’s about giving back. As I often say,
money is not yours until you spend it. Life is
short; enjoy it while you can.”

In closing, Governor Singson reflected on the
values imparted by his parents. “My father
taught me to honor my word, and my mother
taught me the importance of diversification.
These lessons have shaped who I am today.
To the Rotarians here, I urge you to stay
committed to service and integrity. Together,
we can create a brighter future for the
Philippines.”

Following his speech, Governor Singson
engaged with the audience in an open forum,
answering questions about his projects,
political insights, and personal philosophies.

Mr. Luis “Chavit” Singson engaged in an interactive
conversation with PD Oscar Del Rosario, Rtn. Isidro
“Butch” Alcantara, PSAA Bollie Bolton, and Pres. Gary Jay
Maramag (RC Quiapo, Plaza Miranda).

Rotary Club of Manila 19



President Jujut Enriquez presented a
Certificate of Appreciation to Governor
Singson for his inspiring address. The meeting
concluded at 2:00 PM, leaving attendees
motivated to carry forward Rotary’s mission
of service above self.

,_

Mr. Luis “Chavit” Singson received RCM'’s Plaque of
Appreciation, witnessed by PE Raoul Creencia, Rtn.
Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay, Pres. Jujut Enriquez,
Rtn. Raymond Davis, PD Oscar “Oca” Del Rosario,
and Program Chair Carlos “Caloy” Serapio.
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Pres. Jujut Enriquez adjourned the meeting.

Meeting Fellowship

Rotary Club of Manila 21



22 Balita Rotary Club of Manila 23



Random Conversations and Mus

by PE/PBLA Raoul Creencia

RI’'s ANNUAL
PRESIDENTIAL THEMES

AST week, I featured the various
I notable RI Presidential themes over
the years — Be a Gift to the World.

Lead the Way. Goodwill Begins with You. Be
the Inspiration. Create hope in the World.
You are the Key. Kindle the Spark Within.
Take Time to Serve. Be a Friend. Lend a
Hand. Make Dreams Real. Serve to Change
Lives. Sow the Seed of Love. Peace Through
Service. Create Awareness — Take Action.
Notably, Rotary International is planning to
discontinue this tradition of annual
presidential themes in the next Rotary year.
RI President Stephanie Urchick has
announced that her theme, The Magic of
Rotary, will be the final one in this
longstanding tradition, which began in 1949-
1950. To recall, it was in 1949 when RI
President Percy C. Hodgson announced his
83-word theme, which included a list of four
objectives. Since then, RI Presidents adopted
shorter themes that evolved over the years.

+

The initiative to put an end to this 66-year-old
tradition reflects the on-going discussions
within Rotary about focusing more on
continuity rather than yearly thematic shifts.
This also shows that RI now aims to maintain
its strategic priorities while ensuring that
Rotary clubs worldwide continue to engage in

24 Balita

meaningful service and outreach without the
structure of annual themes. I personally
welcome RI’s move or plan to discontinue this
tradition, as this will keep the focus on Rotary’s
values and overarching motto: service above
self. It will also pave the way for a much
shorter, no add-ons, and no-frills title for Club
Presidents. In other words, there will no longer
be any unnecessary adjective to further describe
the presidents of the Rotary Clubs.

o
<>

On November 30, our very own Anton
Mauricio will officially end his stint as General
Manager of the government’s investment arm,
the National Development Corporation
(NDC). Serving with the rank of
Undersecretary, DIS Anton competently took
the helm of NDC and paved the way for
various innovative reforms and trailblazing
initiatives. Rendering public service in any
capacity is surely one of the meaningful
contributions that a citizen of this country can
offer. Anton, who has been in the private sector
all his life, did exactly that; and for sure, he will
always look back to his NDC General Manager
stint as a chapter of personal and professional
growth and fulfillment. Well done and welcome
back, Anton!

&
hd

Congratulations to DG Jackie Rodriguez for
successfully mounting a nationwide Alay Lakad
activity last Sunday, November 24. Your
hardwork and earnest efforts truly paid off.
Hats off, too, to the Manila Rotarians led by
President Jujut and Chair/AS Arik Carranceja,
who participated in this milestone event.

Rotary Club of Manila 25



CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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RCM DELEGATES

Front row, from left: Dir. Henry Go, PDG Alex Cureg, DE Hans Palacios, AT Joshua Aragon, Pres. Jujut
Enriquez, Dir. Nagi Zeitouni, AS and 2024 Alay Lakad Chair Arik Carranceja, Dir. Albert Alday

Back row, from left: PT Lito Sibayan, DIS Anton Mauricio, PD Oscar Del Rosario, PSAA David
Reynolds, PVP/RCMFI Chair Reggie Yu, PD Nick Locsin, and DSAA Rami Chahwan

Rotaract Club of Manila, Rotaract Club of De La Salle University, and RCM Secretariat staff also
joined Alay Lakad.

Rotaract Club of Manila (left) and Rotaract
Club of De La Salle University (right)
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DG Joaquin “Jack”
Rodriguez
welcomes RCM
delegates, and
waves and greets
the marching
participants of
Alay Lakad 2024
at the Quirino
Grandstand. DG
Jack Rodriguez is
the National
Chairman of Alay
Lakad 2024.

RCM and Rotaract delegates having breakfdst
at the Tap Room, Manila Hotel.

“Alay Liskac Para sa Kobataan ng Bagong Plipinast

TFOE-PEInc., NCR 93 Hinirang
I Collaboration with
Rotary International District 3810

For inquiries, please contac Ae Sasd
Viber Namiber- 09636349185
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PUBLIC IMAGE ENRIQUEZ

SECURITY SERVICES, INC.

BusinessMirror

ROTARIANS ON ALAY LAKAD

2024

Novembor 25,

Businesshirron - 1 minute read

I'he Rotary Club of Manila (RCM) on Sunday morning joined

the Alay Lakad 2024, the annual walk-for-a-cause that for

decades has raised funds for the Filipino youth.

I'he first Rotary Club in Asia came out in full force for the early

morning walk on Roxas Boulevard in Manila.

The Rotarians held walks in 32 locations all over the country,

and RCM officials said this was the largest walk ever.

M age oreic PROTOR FHOM HCE TACTTOnE DACE
Providing Professional

Security Service for

over 60 years

30 Cetacio Street, Brgy Siena Querzon City, Metro Manila, Philippines 1]1-‘.@

22; (028) T12.215 21

54 @
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THE FOUR-WAY TEST

of the things we think, say or do

Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL
& BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL
to all concerned?
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YOUTH SERVICE

Celebrating Leadership:
Induction Ceremony of the
Rotaract Club of De La Salle
University

Balita Chair / PVP Reggie Yu and PD
Nick Locsin represented the Rotary Club
of Manila at the induction and handover
ceremonies of the Rotaract Club of De La
Salle University, led by their newly
installed president, Natasha Leslie Fabian.
The event took place on November 20,
2024, at Valle Verde 6 Village, Pasig City.
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