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Thursday, 5 September 2024, 12:30 PM
DUSIT THANI MANILA

12:00 PM Registration 
Call to Order | PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ12:15 PM
Invocation  
PAT KARLO EUGENE JOSEF “KARLO”  M. CASTRO
Philippine National Anthem
AVP of RCM Members
Rotary Club of Manila Hymn   
RCM WF Music Chorale
The Four (4) Way Test    
AT JOSHUA RUEBEN “Josh” ARAGON
Acknowledgement of Guests
PD AMADO “Amading” D. VALDEZ
Welcome Song | RCM WF Music Chorale

Sept 01             Rtn. John Tan
Sept 02             STAR Rtn. Chris Bello
Sept 05             Rtn. Aldous Alingog

Birthday Celebrant

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song     
RCM WF Chorale

12:30 PM President’s Time    
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ

1:15 PM Open Forum / Q.A.
1:25 PM
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12:35 PM Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker    
VP JOEL C. VALDES

Guest of Honor and Speaker
 

Address:
ENGR. EDGAR B. SAAVEDRA

Founder and Chair, Megawide – Citicore Group

Adjournment | PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation
PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ

Moderator: PD AMADO “Amading” D. VALDEZ

PART I

PART II

PART III
Induction of New Members1:30 PM
Introduction of new members
    1. PAT Karlo Eugene Josef “Karlo” M. Castro
    2. PT Joselito “Lito” H. Sibayan
 1. Jonas R. Gonzalez
 2. Valentino S. Bagatsing

Charging of New Members
Oath of Membership | PRES. JUJUT ENRIQUEZ
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Guest of Honor and Speaker

Founder and Chair
Megawide–Citicore Group
Founder and Chair
Megawide–Citicore Group

              DGAR B. Saavedra is a distinguished
              figure in the fields of engineering and
              infrastructure, renowned for his role as the
founder and Chairman, President, and Chief
Executive Officer of Megawide Construction Corp.
Since co-founding the company in 1997, Saavedra
has guided Megawide to prominence, transforming
it into a leading engineering and infrastructure
conglomerate with significant ventures in
transportation and real estate.

E Under Saavedra's leadership,
Megawide has not only achieved
remarkable growth but has also made
strategic shifts, including the
divestment from the Mactan Cebu
International Airport joint venture
with India’s GMR Infrastructure.
This move has allowed the company
to focus more on its core strengths
and innovative projects.
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including Chairman of Citicore Renewable
Energy Corp. (CREC), the Philippines'
second-largest solar energy provider by
installed capacity.

Saavedra's recent ventures reflect his
commitment to sustainability and
renewable energy. CREC, which went
public in June 2024, is a testament to his
forward-thinking approach. With a robust
IPO raising PHP 5.3 billion, CREC is set
to expand its capacity significantly, aiming
for 5 gigawatts in the next five years. This
growth trajectory is supported by
Saavedra's strategic partnerships and his
successful track record in public offerings,
including previous IPOs for Megawide and
Citicore Energy REIT Corp.

His educational background includes
studies at De La Salle University, and his
career is marked by a series of
transformative projects and successful
ventures. Saavedra’s vision for clean
energy and infrastructure continues to
drive his enterprises, contributing to the
Philippines' development and sustainability
goals.

With ongoing expansions into wind and
hydropower, Saavedra remains a pivotal
player in shaping the future of renewable
energy and infrastructure in the
Philippines, demonstrating unwavering
dedication to innovation and growth.

In addition to his role at Megawide,
Saavedra spearheads several other
influential organizations. He serves as
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
PH1 World Developers, Inc., and holds
prominent positions at Citicore Holdings
Investment, Inc., and Citicore Energy
REIT Corp., among others. His leadership
extends to multiple roles, 
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       N the rapidly evolving landscape of
       renewable energy, the urgency for
       sustainable solutions has never been
more pronounced. The world stands on the
brink of a transformative shift, driven by
the escalating impacts of climate change
and an ever-pressing need to secure our
energy future. As the conversation around
energy transitions deepens, the focus must
inevitably turn to the innovative efforts
that are paving the way forward.

Renewable energy, though burgeoning, is
not without its challenges. Regulatory
hurdles, the integration of new
technologies, and the inherent risks of
investment create a complex web of
obstacles that must be navigated with care.
Yet, it is precisely within these challenges
that the seeds of opportunity are sown.
Understanding the delicate balance
between energy production and
consumption is crucial, as it holds the key
to unlocking a more secure and
economically stable future.

The inconsistency in energy supply,
particularly from renewable sources like
solar and wind, raises critical questions
about how to meet growing demands
without compromising reliability. As
sectors across the globe ramp up their
energy usage, the need for a resilient and 

Reginald T. Yu
Editor-in-Chief

EDITORIAL

I

adaptable energy grid becomes increasingly
apparent. This dialogue is not just about
keeping the lights on; it is about ensuring
that the shift to cleaner energy sources does
not come at the expense of energy security.

At the forefront of this conversation are the
industry leaders whose work is shaping the
future of energy. Engr. Edgar Saavedra,
with his visionary approach at Megawide
Construction Corporation, exemplifies the
innovative spirit needed to drive this
transformation. His efforts to integrate
renewable systems into existing
infrastructures and fortify the energy grid
are paving the way for a more sustainable
and reliable energy landscape.

As the Rotary Club of Manila gathers to
explore these critical issues, the discussions
promise to be more than just a reflection on
the current state of affairs. They will offer a
forward-looking perspective, charting a
course through the complexities of energy
transformation. By addressing the pressing
challenges, analyzing the intricate dynamics
of supply and demand, and highlighting the
strategic initiatives that are making a
difference, this dialogue will inspire action
and foster a deeper understanding of what it
takes to secure a sustainable energy future.

In this pivotal moment, the insights shared
will not only inform but also ignite the
passion and drive needed to turn vision into
reality. The world is at a crossroads, and the
decisions made now will reverberate
through generations. This is not just a
meeting — it is a call to action, a catalyst for
meaningful change in the relentless pursuit
of energy sustainability.



       N the Chantara Function
       Room of the Dusit Thani
       Manila, where tradition and
modernity converge, the Rotary
Club of Manila convened for its
6th Weekly Membership Meeting.
The event was a testament to the
enduring spirit of Rotary, marked
by heartfelt addresses, engaging
discussions, and the shared pursuit
of service above self.

I

Turning Points:
From Vagabond

to Homeland

cover storycover story

by PVP Reginald T. Yuby PVP Reginald T. Yu



As the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn filled the
room, the familiar cadence of commitment to
the values of the organization resonated with
each participant. Past Director Oscar del
Rosario hosted the program with much flair
and deadpan humor that set the tone for the
afternoon. Rotarian J Alfonso L Katigbak then
reminded the assembly of the Four-Way Test,
the ethical benchmark guiding Rotarians in
their endeavors. This brief yet poignant
recitation served as a reminder of the core
principles upheld by the Rotary community.

The afternoon began with President Jujut
Enriquez calling the meeting to order with a
commanding presence that set the tone for an
inspiring gathering. The invocation was led by
Past Vice-President and RCManila Foundation
Chairman Reggie Yu, whose words of reflection
evoked a collective sense of purpose among the
attendees. The Philippine National Anthem,
rendered through a stirring audiovisual
presentation, followed, uniting the members in
a display of national pride.

Left photo: Past Director Oscar del Rosario hosted the
program; Right photo: Rotarian J Alfonso L Katigbak
reminded the assembly of the Four-Way Test
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Left photo: President Jujut Enriquez called the meeting
to order; Right photo: Past Vice-President and RCManila
Foundation Chairman Reggie Yu led the invocation.



The program also saw the much-vaunted
nomination process for the new set of leaders
to guide the club in the upcoming Rotary
Year. Twenty-four names emerged as those
who have demonstrated the track record,
commitment, and qualifications necessary to
lead the Rotary Club of Manila with integrity
and vision.

Acknowledgments of guests were made with
warmth and enthusiasm, setting the stage for
a welcoming atmosphere. The Welcome Song
further cemented the spirit of camaraderie
that characterizes Rotary gatherings.
President Jujut took the podium again for the
President’s Time, offering reflections and
updates that underscored the dynamic and
forward-thinking nature of the club’s
initiatives.

One of the highlights of the meeting was the
Classification Talk delivered by Star Rotarian
Chris Bello. His discourse in entrepreneurship
on how he set up his now-thriving 20,000
hectare bangus (milkfish) enterprise in
Bulacan, as well as his burgeoning fish feeds
business, provided valuable insights into the
multifaceted roles and contributions of
Rotarians, setting up a context for the ensuing
guest speaker’s address.

STAR
Rotarian
Chris Bello
delivered his
Classification
Talk.

Nominators: PP Archit Bartolome, PP Chito
Tagaysay, PDG Alex Cureg, PDG Vince Carlos,
PBLA Raoul Creencia, Dir. Albert Alday, 
PD Abe Pascual, Pres. Jujut Enriquez, PT Chito
Tagaysay, and Dir. Henry Go
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The introduction of the Guest of Honor and
Speaker was deftly handled by Past Director
Hans Palacios, who framed the significance of
the afternoon’s keynote address. Dermot
Doyne, Esq., took the stage as the Guest of
Honor, bringing with him a compelling
narrative of personal and professional
evolution.

Nominators: PP Archit Bartolome, PP Chito
Tagaysay, PDG Alex Cureg, PDG Vince Carlos,
PBLA Raoul Creencia, Dir. Albert Alday, 
PD Abe Pascual, Pres. Jujut Enriquez, PT Chito
Tagaysay, and Dir. Henry Go

Guest of Honor and
Speaker was deftly
handled by Past
Director Hans Palacios

Dermot Doyne’s story is a remarkable journey
from the working-class neighborhoods of
London to the halls of legal and civic influence
in Boston. Born in 1962 to Irish immigrants,
Doyne’s early life was shaped by the cultural
and economic challenges of post-war London.
With little formal education and a background
in mechanical work, he embarked on a
transformative journey that took him across
continents and through a myriad of experiences.

His speech was a candid reflection on life’s
pivotal decisions and the fortitude required to
navigate them. Doyne recounted his adventures,
from working in the Bronx to traversing the
Outback of Australia and the bustling streets of
New Delhi. His travels were driven by a quest
for meaning and a desire to reshape his destiny.

Arriving in Boston in 1994, Doyne’s initial foray
into the workforce at the Parker House Hotel
marked the beginning of a profound
transformation. His entrepreneurial spirit led
him to establish Penguin Pizza, which became a
cornerstone of local political and business
circles. Doyne’s involvement in community
advocacy and union politics underscored his
commitment to social justice and equitable
representation.
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At 50, Doyne pursued a law degree, driven by
a deep-seated belief in the power of education
and advocacy. His career pivot to
representing mental health litigants and his
subsequent role in the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security reflected his enduring
dedication to public service.

Doyne’s address was marked by a powerful
narrative about the impact of personal choices
and the importance of seizing opportunities.
His reflections on his son’s health battles and
his own professional transitions illustrated the
broader theme of resilience and the profound
impact of decisions, both big and small.

In the ensuing question and answer portion,
Doyne engaged with the audience, further
illuminating his perspectives on advocacy,
education, and personal growth. His answers
were laced with wisdom gleaned from a life of
diverse experiences, resonating deeply with
the Rotarians present.

Atty. Dermot Martin Doyne and STAR Rtn. Chris Bello
actively engaged in an interactive conversation during
the open forum.

Pres. Jujut Enriquez, Rtn. Paul Kho, and PD Oscar Del
Rosario during the open forum

STAR Rtn. Chris Bello and Atty. Dermot Martin Doyne
received RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation, witnessed by,
PD Oscar Del Rosario, PD Hans Palacios, Pres. Jujut
Enriquez, and Rtn. J Alfonso A Katigbak.  
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As the meeting drew to a close, President Jujut
adjourned the session, leaving the attendees
with a renewed sense of purpose and
inspiration. The gathering not only highlighted
the achievements and ongoing efforts of the
Rotary Club of Manila but also reinforced the
universal values of perseverance, service, and
the transformative power of choices.

Indubitably, the Rotary Club of Manila’s
Weekly Membership Meeting continues to be a
testament to the enduring spirit of Rotary and
the profound impact of individual decisions on
the broader tapestry of human experience.





“BOARD ADVISERS” 

             HE RCM Board has recently appointed
             Board Advisers to assist “in promoting
             effective strategies for membership
development, enhancing club fellowship,
improving (the Club’s) public image, and
ensuring the efficient management of projects
for the Rotary Club of Manila.” Apart from
appointing the regular set of officers who have
been working hard in ensuring a magical year,
several others were tapped to give
complementary support to the Board. This is
indeed a wise move on the part of President
Jujut’s Board; for truly, getting inputs especially
from past officers and veteran members will
certainly be a helpful addition. It also shows the
Board’s openness to get and perhaps adopt the
views and recommendations of other RCMers.

Three Board Advisers were appointed by the
Board – Past President Archit Bartolome, Past
President Hermie Esguerra, and yours truly. As
former presidents of the Club, PPs Archit and
Hermie indeed possess the exposure and a
wealth of experience (and wisdom) to assist the
current Board in, among others, “promoting
effective strategies” to improve the all-around
performance of our Club. These two past
presidents have already been at the driver’s seat
and would certainly be able to help the Board
this Rotary year. As for me, it was actually a big 

              andomandom        onversations andonversations and          usingsusings

by PBLA Raoul Creencia

surprise when President Jujut informed me
about the appointment. As everyone knows, I
am relatively new to the Club and have only
served under two Presidents – PP Hermie and
IPP Raffy. I can only hope that my experience in
these two years (and my professional experience
outside of RCM) will be enough to enable me to
judiciously and competently perform my new
role. This is truly a humbling appointment, and I
can only say “thank you” to President Jujut and
the members of the Board for trusting me
enough to be of any meaningful help and
assistance. 

The majority of our current Board are actually
veteran directors who have served for a couple
of years already (some having served in the
District level, in fact), and I believe that they
have the experience to lead the Club. In its
collective wisdom, the Board has however
decided, and rightly so, to get the perspective
and inputs especially on setting policies and
strategies on important matters. Notably, the
appointment letter identified these key areas:
membership development, club fellowship,
public image, and project implementation. I
believe that seeking advice from our two past
presidents as Board Advisers (and on occasion
the Council of Past Presidents) will provide
additional and helpful) perspectives and options
for the Board. I personally look forward to
being of help the best way I can.

T

RR                                              MMCC
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LIST OF ATTENDEES

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2024-2025
RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2024-2025

26   Balita

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2024-2025
List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2024-2025

As of September 4, 2024
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Third Regular Board MeetingThird Regular Board Meeting

            HE third Regular Board Meeting
            was held last Saturday, August 31,
            2024 at 10 a.m. via Zoom.  Present
were  Pres. Jujut Enriquez, VP Joel
Valdes, Directors Mike Albaña, Teddy
Kalaw, Henry Go, Rod Valencia, Albert
Alday, Sec. Aries Balanay (not in photo),
Treas. Mike Roxas, SAAs Jason
Bogovich and John Cutter, Chair of
Sustainability and Innovation Anton
Mauricio, RCMFI Chair Reggie Yu, and
Asst. Treas. Joshua Aragon.

T

            RESIDENT Jujut Enriquez,
            Director Mike Albaña, Director
            Rod Valencia, and RCMFI President
Reggie Yu attended the Rotary District
Vibrant Club Workshop on August 31,
2024, at SMX Manila.  

Rotary District Event:

Vibrant  Club
Workshop

Vibrant  Club
Workshop

P
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President Jujut Enriquez and
Spouse Lia Attend the 75th
Charter Anniversary of the
Rotary Club of Malolos

President Jujut Enriquez delivered his message
after PDG Boy Aniag of RC Malolos delivered
his message. PDG Aniag's message held RC
Manila in very high regard, and he repeatedly
mentioned it in his speech.

Rotary Club of Manila     31



32   Balita

President Jujut Enriquez was invited to sing the
RC Malolos Hymn.

President Jujut Enriquez and Spouse Lia 
with D3770's DG Eduardo “Ed” T. Trajano 

On the occasion of Ed Cabangon's late
father’s birthday on August 30
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At the Rotary Club
of Metro San Miguel

From left: Asst. Chair John Michael G dela Cruz,
PE Janet A Amurao, President Jujut Enriquez,
Pres. Carmencita S. Tecson, and CP Edwin P.
Tecson (District Chair on RI 7 Areas of Focus) 



Manila Rotarians 
with 2024 Olympic Gold Medalist 
Carlos Yulo
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PVP Reggie Yu had the distinct honor
of meeting Cynthia Lagdameo-
Carrion, president of the Gymnastics
Association of the Philippines, along
with her mentee, Carlos Yulo. Carlos,
the 2024 Olympic gold medalist in
floor exercise and vault, made history
last month as the first Filipino to win
multiple Olympic gold medals.
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Honoring
Rtn./Speaker
Jose de Venecia
Rtn./Speaker
Jose de Venecia
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Thank you dinner after the Senate’s
resolution recognizing the achievements of
5-time Speaker Jose de Venecia

Honoring
Rtn./Speaker
Jose de Venecia
Rtn./Speaker
Jose de Venecia
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