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        ear Rotary Club of Manila,

It is my honor to send you goodwill and
good wishes from Rotary leadership and all
across our family.

Your club’s inspiring accomplishment
reflects Rotary’s commitment to Service
Above Self. It is also a testament to your
club’s devotion to its members, your
community, and the world we all share.

As our vision statement says: Together, we
see a world where people unite and take
action to create lasting change — across the
globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

Your work is a shining example of Rotary’s
positive impact within and beyond our
membership. Thank you for being active
Rotary leaders who exemplify The Magic of
Rotary.

Warm regards,

Stephanie A. Urchick
Rotary International President, 2024-2025
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individuals is a testament to our enduring
influence in the name of Rotary. We are a
dynamic club of legacy for more than a
century doing good for our beloved
organization and our country.

Your commitment to this magical year
highlights our collective wisdom of what we
can offer to the communities we serve. We
reached this milestone together with the
Board of Directors, officers, members,
families, friends, and local and international
partners in service. Let us continue to align
our projects with the seven Areas of Focus
and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion.

It is therefore my distinct honor to give the
highest respect to Hope Creating President
Rafael Alunan for a remarkable year of
Service Above Self. President Raffy Alunan led
our club with remarkable grace and impact.
As the quote goes, the key to successful
leadership is influence, not authority. I would
like to acknowledge each RCM member who
continues to be magnanimous. The Rotary
Club of Manila thrives amidst challenges and
emerges victorious.
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          ear Mr. President Jujut
          Enriquez III and fellow
members of the Rotary
Club of Manila, I am
immensely proud to
participate in the
celebration of our Club
Induction. This inaugural
meeting of service-oriented 

D



As President Jujut Enriquez presents his goals
for his term, we anticipate with inspiration
and show our unwavering support across
meetings and activities. He is equipped with
knowledge and competencies that will bring
our club to greater heights. As this is my
home club and as District Governor, I declare
my full dedication to working with you. In the
process, we remind ourselves to be role
models in everything we think, say, and do.

Rotary International District 3810 is one with
the Rotary Club of Manila for this magical
year and beyond. Let us continue to be
principled People of Action who uphold
integrity and respect. Congratulations and let
us create magical memories from the heart
for Rotary Year 2024-2025!

In Rotary,
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     t is with great pride and
     admiration that I extend
my heartfelt congratulations
to the Rotary Club of Manila
on the induction of your
105th Board of Directors and 
Officers. As the oldest Rotary Club in Asia,
your organization has been an inspiration of
service, fellowship, and community
development for over a century.

This evening's gala is not merely a celebration
of the past, but a powerful reaffirmation of
the enduring values that have guided your
club since its inception. The Rotary Club of
Manila has long been a cornerstone of our
society, bringing together esteemed
members from various sectors to work
towards the common goal of improving our
communities. Your commitment to service
above self has touched countless lives and
set a remarkable example for others to
follow.

As we commemorate over a century of your
service, I am reminded of the profound
impact that collaboration between civic
organizations and local government can
achieve. The leadership and initiatives
spearheaded by the Rotary Club of Manila
have significantly contributed to the
advancement of our city. From educational
programs and health initiatives to economic
development and cultural preservation, your
efforts have helped shape Manila into a city
of progress and opportunity.
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In these times of rapid change and new
challenges, the bond between the Rotary
Club of Manila and the city's leadership
remains as vital as ever. Together, we share a
commitment to fostering inclusive growth,
enhancing public welfare, and nurturing the
spirit of community. By working hand in
hand, we can continue to build a future
where every Manileño has the opportunity to
thrive.

To the newly inducted Board of Directors and
Officers, I wish you all the best as you take on
your new roles. Your dedication and
leadership are crucial in steering the club
towards greater achievements. May you be
inspired by the legacy of those who came
before you and motivated by the possibilities
that lie ahead.

Thank you for your steadfast service and for
continuing to uphold the values that make
the Rotary Club of Manila an integral part of
our community. Together, let us continue to
light the way for future generations, proving
that through service and fellowship, we can
indeed make the world a better place.

Mabuhay ang Rotary Club of Manila!
Mabuhay ang Lungsod ng Maynila!

b l | l b f l l |

BALITA                                     July 11, 2024    |    Page 08



         ear Fellow Rotarians,

It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as the
President of the Rotary
Club of Manila. This past
year has been a
remarkable journey filled
with  growth,  service, and 
fellowship. District 3810's awards are
eloquent testimony of what you exemplified
during the year. Together, we have achieved
significant milestones, from our community
outreach programs to our successful
fundraising events. Our collective efforts have
made a tangible difference in the lives of
those we serve.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to each
member for your unwavering support and
dedication. Your commitment to the Rotary
ideals of service above self has been truly
inspiring. As we welcome our new president
Jujut Enriquez, let us continue to strive for
excellence and work together to make our
community a better place.

Thank you for the trust and confidence you
placed in me. I look forward to supporting our
club's future endeavors and celebrating many
more successes together.

Yours in Rotary Service,

Rafael M. Alunan III
President
Rotary Club of Manila 
RY 2023-2024
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Let me start by saying that I am extremely
humbled and honored to be given the task of
leading this club for the next 12 months. I am
excited not only because of the projects we
have lined up, but because I get to work with
you along this journey. I promise, that it will
be a fulfilling one. The path won’t always be
easy, as you might imagine, the journey from
A to B is not always a straight one, but filled
with excitement, promise and brotherhood.

Our District Governor, Jackie Rodriguez, has
laid out his governor’s challenge. Together, we
will meet all these challenges. Our theme
from this year is The Magic of Rotary. It will be
a magical year as we fulfill our mandate and
continue to serve and give back.

This Rotary Year marks a new beginning. Our
Club has a lot of promise. Your Board and
Officers share the excitement to meet these
challenges head on. Together, we will bring
back the pride of being a Manila Rotarian.

We are the Rotary Club of Manila. We are
Manila Rotarians.

Yours in Rotary,

President Jujut Enriquez
Rotary Club of Manila
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            y dear fellow Manila
            Rotarians,

It is always a refreshing
feeling to start the year.
Full of hope and promise.
There is so much to look
forward to as we celebrate
this Rotary New Year.

M
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Reginald T. Yu
Editor-in-Chief

EDITORIAL

BALITA                                     July 11, 2024    |    Page 11

A       s the Rotary Club of Manila embarks
         upon its 106th year, a new chapter
unfolds with the dawning leadership of
President Eduardo "Jujut" Enriquez and his
dynamic team. This new term for Rotary
Year 2024-2025, infused with the theme "The
Magic of Rotary," promises to elevate the
club's legacy of service, innovation, and
community engagement to new heights. 

Rotary International President-elect
Stephanie Urchick's poignant call to
recognize and amplify Rotary's inherent
power to save lives echoes profoundly within
the halls of our esteemed club. The Rotary
Club of Manila, Asia's oldest and the
Philippines' largest, stands as a beacon of
this transformative magic. Our distinguished
members, drawn from the pinnacles of
business and government, are poised to cast
an even greater spell of benevolence and
progress across our communities.

Urchick's reminder that "we are not going to
end polio or bring peace to the world by
waving a wand and saying some funny
words" serves as a powerful catalyst for
action. Indeed, the magic of Rotary is
conjured through every project completed,
every dollar donated, and every new 
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EDITORIAL
member embraced. It is through our
collective endeavors that we turn visionary
ideals into tangible realities.

The Rotary Club of Manila’s new Editorial
Board for "The Balita," our revered weekly
news organ, steps into this exciting era with
vigor and dedication. Following in the
formidable footsteps of Atty. Raoul Creencia,
the 2023-2024 "Rotarian of the Year," is no
small feat. Yet, with the unwavering support
of our members, we will ensure that "The
Balita" continues to be a lighthouse of
information, inspiration, and celebration of
our club’s endeavors.

Our club’s embrace of Rotary’s Action Plan,
which balances continuity and change, is
crucial. As Urchick aptly noted, we must build
on our best ideas while remaining open to
necessary transformations. This philosophy
will guide us as we strive to make the club
experience irresistible to all members,
fostering an environment where diversity,
equity, and inclusion are not just ideals but
practiced principles. By welcoming new and
varied voices into our fold, we enrich our
collective purpose and fortify our impact.

In the spirit of peacebuilding, the Rotary
Peace Fellowship and the forthcoming
presidential peace conference themed
"Healing in a Divided World" provide us with
profound opportunities to deepen our
commitment to global harmony. Our actions 
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here in Manila can resonate worldwide,
contributing to Rotary's storied legacy of
promoting peace through its network of
peace centers and the tireless efforts to
eradicate polio.

As we embark on this new Rotary year, let us
be reminded of the immense power we hold
to create magic within our communities.
Every initiative we undertake, every
challenge we overcome, and every life we
touch is a testament to the enduring magic
of Rotary. Under the capable leadership of
President Enriquez and his team, and with
the steadfast dedication of our esteemed
members, the Rotary Club of Manila is
poised to illuminate the path forward,
transforming lives and communities with the
enduring magic of Rotary.

The Rotary Club of Manila is not merely
observing its 106th year; it is celebrating
over a century of unwavering commitment
to service, fellowship, and the relentless
pursuit of a better world. As we turn this
new page, let us do so with the resolve to
harness "The Magic of Rotary" and cast its
spell of hope, peace, and progress far and
wide.
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INAUGURAL & HANDOVER
CEREMONIES PROGRAM

Thursday, July 11, 2024, 6 PM
SM Aura Convention Center

Program Moderators:
Rtn. Jop Esquivias & Ms. Chiqui Roa-Puno

6:00 PM Registration and Cocktails

Bell to be Rung: Members and Guests
are requested to be seated 

6:30 PM

Call to order
RCMFI CHAIR REGINALD “Reggie” T. YU

7:00 PM

Invocation 
RTN. ABDULGANI “GANI” MACATOMAN
Singing of the Republic of the Philippines
National Anthem  
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale
Ang Bagong Pilipinas  
MS. ZYRENE VALENCIA
RCM Hymn  
RCM World-Famous Music Chorale
The 4-Way Test Credo
STAR Rtn. RAUL ROBERTO “Robby” P.  GOCO 
DINNER

Turnover of check for Pasig River Project
as 2nd Runner-up for the Most
Outstanding Environmental Project
sponsored by the Philippine Rotary 
Media Foundation, Inc.
Past President HERMINIO “Hermie” 
S. ESGUERRA

7:45 PM

Thursday, July 11, 2024, 6 PM
SM Aura Convention Center
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INAUGURAL & HANDOVER
CEREMONIES PROGRAM

INDUCTION CEREMONIES

Charging of the Rotary Club of Manila Board of
Directors and Officers 
Immediate Past District Governor ANTONIO 
JUAN   CARLOS “Jay” TAMBUNTING, 
R.I. District 3830 

Induction of the Rotary Club of Manila
Board of Directors and Officers 
District Governor JOAQUIN “Jackie” C.
RODRIGUEZ, SR., R.I. District 3810

Charging of RCManila Foundation, Inc. (RCMFI)
Board of Trustees and Officers for the Rotary Year
2024-2025
Rtn. WILFREDO “Willie”PELIÑO
RCManila Foundation Immediate Past President

Induction of RCManila Foundation, Inc. (RCMFI)
Board of Trustees and Officers for the Rotary Year
2024-2025
Past Director JOSE “Pepo” A. NUÑEZ
RCManila Foundation Past Chairman

Serenade for Pres. Jujut & Spouse Lia Enriquez
RCM WF Music Chorale  

Introduction of RCManila Foundation, Inc. (RCMFI)
Board of Trustees and Officers for the Rotary Year
2024-2025
Program Moderator 

Introduction of the Rotary Club of Manila
Board of Directors and Officers 
Program Moderator 

8:00 PM
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INAUGURAL & HANDOVER
CEREMONIES PROGRAM

Induction of President Eduardo “Jujut” V. Enriquez III
Past Vice President FAUSTO RIVAS PREYSLER 

Inaugural Message
Pres. Jujut Enriquez  

Mabuhay Toast for the Incoming Board of
Directors and Officers by the Council of Past
Presidents led by
PP ARSENIO “Archit” M. BARTOLOME, III

Entertainment
Lala Dinglasan and the Movement
Entertainment 

8:30 PM
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RY 2024-2025 THEME

        otary International President Stephanie    
        Urchick announced the 2024-25
presidential theme, The Magic of Rotary,
urging members to recognize and amplify
the organization’s power to save lives.

“Don’t misunderstand me – we are not going
to end polio or bring peace to the world by
waving a wand and saying some funny
words,” Urchick told incoming district
governors at the Rotary International
Assembly on 8 January. “It’s up to you. You
create the magic with every project
completed, every dollar donated, and every
new member.”

Urchick, a member of the Rotary Club of
McMurray, Pennsylvania, USA, said she saw
the magic of Rotary on display when she was
helping install water filters in the Dominican
Republic. Two boys were watching as dirty
water entered the filter, then ran out clean
at the other end.

R
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RY 2024-2025 THEME
“One of the boys grabbed my sleeve and
said, ‘Show me the magic again,’” she said.
“Obviously, the water filter wasn’t magic. We
worked hard to transport those filters, install
them, and work with community leaders in
the area to maintain them. But those boys
knew that easy access to clean water would
change their lives. Knowing that I played a
small part in that certainly changed my life.”

Prioritizing peace

Urchick urged members to champion
Rotary’s Action Plan, find a balance between
continuity and change, and work for peace.
She plans to host a presidential peace
conference in 2025 with the theme “Healing
in a Divided World.”

Rotary has a long history of promoting peace
through its network of peace centers,
Urchick noted. Located at top universities
around the globe, the centers have trained
nearly 1,800 peace fellows who are now
working in more than 140 countries. The
newest center, located at Bahçeşehir
University in Istanbul, Turkey, will welcome
its first class of fellows in early 2025.

“The Rotary Peace Fellowship began more
than 20 years ago to equip peace and
development professionals from
communities around the world to become
effective catalysts for ending and preventing 
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conflict,” Urchick said. “This conference will
focus on Rotary’s peace efforts and provide
opportunities to learn together.”

In addition to emphasizing peacebuilding,
Urchick reiterated Rotary’s commitment to
eradicating polio. She urged the incoming
governors to join or initiate PolioPlus
Societies in their districts and do all they can
to help end the disease.

“Contact elected officials and other
government leaders. Remind them that polio
is still a threat. Push them to support polio
eradication,” she said. “Polio remains our top
priority and requires our fullest
commitment, but there is so much
important work to do.”

Balancing continuity and change

Urchick also underscored the necessity of
balancing continuity and change, both of
which animate Rotary’s Action Plan.

“The plan is all about building on our best
ideas, not abandoning them,” she said. “We
face a tough balancing act. We must change
ourselves and stay true to who we are.”

She asked the governors to do whatever is
needed to make the club experience
irresistible to members.



“That might mean changing how things are
done in your district,” she said. “If your
district has been doing things one way for 50
years, it’s probably time to reassess. If a club
in your district isn’t active or is losing
members, maybe it’s time to start a new club 
that fits better with the community. Just
because a club or district hasn’t changed in a
while doesn’t mean no one is hungry for
change.”

One way to make positive change, she said,
is to embrace the principles of diversity,
equity, and inclusion within clubs.

“I hope you’ll join me in opening your arms
to future people of action, even if – and in
some cases, especially if – they don’t look or
act like the typical member of your local
club,” she said. “With DEI, it is easier to be
united in a common purpose. It’s in those
moments when we are committed and
focused that we are the most effective and
relevant.”

b l | l b f l l |
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THE ROTARY CLUB
OF  MANILA
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

AND OFFICERS

RY 2024-2025
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    n the hallowed halls of the Rotary Club of
    Manila, where tradition intertwines
seamlessly with innovation, a new era
dawns under the stewardship of "Magical
Irresistible" President Eduardo "Jujut"
Enriquez. As the gavel passes to his capable
hands, he leads a diverse ensemble of
visionaries and stalwarts, poised to inscribe
a new chapter in the annals of this
venerable institution.

President Eduardo V. Enriquez III,
affectionately known as "Jujut," epitomizes
the transformative ethos that defines the
Rotary Club of Manila. With a blend of
charisma and unwavering dedication, he
stands at the helm, his leadership infused
with a magnetic charm that inspires both
reverence and admiration. Under his
guidance, the club embarks on a journey
fueled by the ethos of "The Magic of
Rotary," a testament to the enduring spirit
of service and fellowship.

Behind President Jujut stands a cadre of
distinguished Rotarians, each a luminary in
their own right, whose collective wisdom
and experience form the bedrock of the
club's operations. Seasoned veterans,
whose names resonate through decades of
service, bring forth a wealth of institutional
knowledge tempered by a profound
commitment to Rotary's noble ideals. Their
steadfast presence ensures continuity while
nurturing an environment ripe for
innovation and growth.

I
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Complementing these seasoned leaders are
the fresh voices of brilliant first-timers,
eager to infuse the board with youthful
vigor and contemporary perspectives. Their
enthusiasm, coupled with a drive to
redefine tradition, breathes new life into
the club, promising a renaissance that
embraces diversity and inclusivity. United in
purpose, they pledge to honor the legacy of
the Rotary Club of Manila while charting a
course towards a future brimming with
possibilities.

Together, this harmonious blend of
experience and innovation forms the
backbone of the new board of directors,
poised to rejuvenate the Rotary Club of
Manila into a dynamic powerhouse. With a
steadfast resolve, they embark upon the
Rotary Year 2024-2025, a canvas upon which
they shall paint visions of service, fellowship,
and enduring impact. As they gather
beneath the banner of "The Magic of
Rotary," they embody the essence of
community leadership, forging bonds that
transcend time and circumstance.

Thus, amidst the storied corridors where
history converges with aspiration, the Rotary
Club of Manila welcomes a new dawn. Led
by President Eduardo "Jujut" Enriquez and
his esteemed board of directors, they stand
as custodians of a legacy and architects of a
future where the magic of service
illuminates every endeavor, resonating
across generations and inspiring all who
dare to dream.



Rotary Club of Makati Ayala where he has
served several roles, including being its
President in 2006-07. Embracing Rotary's
values of service, action, friendship, and
fellowship, he has continued his devotion to
the Rotary Club of Manila, assuming pivotal
roles such as Treasurer, Membership
Committee Member, and Director.

His background in the banking industry saw
him take on senior roles from stints at
Citibank, N.A., Maya Bank, and UnionBank.
Throughout his professional journey, he has
delved into various facets of banking,
including SME Banking, Corporate Banking,
and Commercial Banking. Nonetheless, it's
evident that his heart truly lies in serving the
underbanked SME sector, where he
channels his passion for private fund raising,
supply chain management, digital solutions,
and credit management. He feels that it’s a
fulfilling personal journey meeting
entrepreneurs who are dedicated and
resilient. Their ‘never-say-die’ attitude is
inspiring and worthy of emulation.

b l | l b f l l |

EDUARDO V.
ENRIQUEZ III
President
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    ujut's affiliation with
    Rotary has been a
cornerstone of his life,
inspired by his father's
devoted involvement
in the organization. He
was  first a member of

J
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Jujut also found deep fulfillment in giving
back through lecturing at San Beda College,
his alma mater, during the late 90s,
showcasing his commitment to nurturing
the next generation of professionals and
entrepreneurs.

On the personal front, Jujut finds joy in a
harmonious family life with his wife, Lia, of
27 years, alongside their three grown
children and four furdogs. Together, they
share a passion for travel and quality time
spent together. His family's commitment for
active engagement this Rotary Year will
ignite a similar spirit of service and
camaraderie among fellow Manila Rotarians
and their families.
 
Jujut's story is not only for personal
achievement, but of a purpose-driven life
intertwined with service, dedication, and a
commitment to making a difference.
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Holdings Inc. and the Spirit of EDSA
Foundation. He is the Immediate Past
President of the Rotary Club of Manila; past
Chairman of the Harvard Kennedy School
Alumni Association; past Chairman of the
Philippine Council for Foreign Relations
(PCFR); and is Senior Adviser to Kaltimex
Energy Philippines. 

Mr. Alunan is an Eminent Fellow of the
Development Academy of the Philippines
(DAP); Senior Fellow of the Pamantasan ng
Lungsod ng Maynila; and Fellow of the
Institute of Corporate Directors (ICD) and
Institute for Solidarity in Asia (ISA). He is a
member of PCFR, the Management
Association of the Philippines, the Maritime
League, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles of
the Philippines. He organized the One
Philippines Party List; co-authored the book
“Silver Linings”; and produced the
documentary “Tagaligtas”. 

b l | l b f l l |

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
Immediate Past President

       afael M. Alunan III
        is Vice-Chairman
of Pepsi Cola Products
Philippines, Inc. and
President of the
Philippine Taekwondo
Association; and sits
on the  boards of  APC

BALITA                                     July 11, 2024    |    Page 26

R



b l | l b f l l |

Mr. Alunan obtained a double degree in
Business Administration and History-Political
Science from De La Salle University;
attended Ateneo de Manila University’s
Master in Business Administration-Senior
Executive Program; obtained a Master’s
degree in Public Administration and a
certificate in “Leaders in Development”
Executive Education from Harvard Kennedy
School of Government; and graduated from
the Philippine Army’s Command and General
Staff College Operations Course. 

He holds the rank of Colonel in the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (PA Reserves). He
commanded the 131st Infantry Division
(Standby Reserve) and the 9th Infantry
Division (Ready Reserve) of the Philippine
Army. He is an adopted member of
Philippine Military Academy Marangal Class
of 1974, PC-Special Action Force, Special
Forces Regiment (Airborne) and First Scout
Ranger Regiment. 

Mr. Alunan served in the Cabinets of
Presidents Corazon C. Aquino and Fidel V.
Ramos as Secretary of Tourism and
Secretary of the Interior and Local
Government, respectively. He was married
to Elizabeth Jalbuena (+), has 5 children and
12 grandchildren.
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Vice President-elect while performing his
appointment as RCM goodwill ambassador
to the Bay Area in California. His ongoing
service project involves cleft lip and cleft
palate surgery missions developed for
hundreds of indigent Filipino children at the
Sta Ana Hospital in partnership with the city
government of Manila, the Rotary Clubs of
San Bruno, Sangju-Central, Shanghai, the
Rotary International, District 3810, and
District 5150.

Joel, as friends refer to him, is married to
Sarah Coronel-Valdes since 1988. They have
four children and two grandchildren.

Joel is an AB Economics graduate of the
Ateneo de Manila in 1978 and thereafter he
completed his Masters in Business
Administration from the Asian Institute of
Management in 1983. As an investment
banker, Joel's professional career spans over
four decades with the combined years of
public service as well as corporate/
infrastructure finance expertise.
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JOEL C. VALDES
Vice President

        otarian Joel C.
        Valdes joined the
Rotary Club of Manila
in 1995 upon the
sponsorship of PP
Archit M. Bartolome.
He is currently RCM's  
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In 2001 he accepted the appointment as
Undersecretary of the Department of
Finance by a former economics professor
and Philippine president, Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo. Joel became instrumental to
numerous transactions contributing to
nation building in terms of financial
management break throughs, state asset
privatization, infrastructure development,
and corporate governance, to name a few. 

He established his own eponymous
corporate vehicle in 2007 focused on
providing various financial advisory and
funds arranging services to corporates and
infrastructure projects. Joel likewise held
numerous positions with non-government
organizations in varying capacities such as
the Philippine-Swiss Business Council,
Institute of Corporate Directors, Institute of
Solidarity for Asia, Management Association
of the Philippines, Financial Executives
Institute of the Philippines, AIM Alumni
Association, and the Ateneo de Manila
Alumni Association, among others.
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With over two decades of experience, Mr.
Albaña has built strong relationships with
key industry players, including corporate
clients, travel agents, airlines, and event
organizers. His expertise and dedication
have earned him a reputation as a trusted
figure in the field.

After serving as the Commercial Director at
Conrad Manila, Mr. Albaña has taken on the
role of Vice President and General Manager
at SMX Convention Center. His appointment
to this position is a testament to his
exceptional skills and expertise in the
industry.

Mr. Albaña's journey in the hospitality
industry began at Century International
Hotels, and he has since held various
ascending sales and marketing roles in
renowned establishments. His professional
background includes successful tenures at
Holiday  Inn   Manila   (now  Manila  Pavilion),
Westin Philippine Plaza (now Sofitel
Philippine Plaza), Shangri-La's Mactan Island
Resort and  Spa,  Traders Hotel  Manila (now
Hotel Jen), Shangri-La's Fijian Resort and Spa,
and Edsa  Shangri-La Manila. His clients, who   

b l | l b f l l |

MICHAEL JAEY C.
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Director
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           ichael Jaey C.
            Albaña is a
distinguished hotelier
with a passion for
making a positive
impact in the
hospitality industry
and beyond.
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have become good friends, have consistently
followed him throughout his career,
showcasing the trust and loyalty he has built
with them.

Throughout his career, Mr. Albaña has
adhered to a simple yet unwavering mantra:
“At the end of the day, it’s all about
establishing relationships with your clients.
When you handle them, you have to become
the sole solution to their problems."

Mr. Albaña has not only learned from
tourism industry stalwarts but has also
mentored several Sales and Marketing
Directors, fostering the development of
future leaders in the industry. His mentors
instilled in him the belief that he could
surpass their achievements and encouraged
him to always strive for excellence.

In addition to his role at SMX Convention
Center, Mr. Albaña continues to contribute
to the industry and community in various
capacities. He currently serves as President
of the Pasay City Alliance of Tourism
Advocates, Director of SKAL International
Makati, and Trustee of the Tourism Congress
of the Philippines.

Beyond his professional endeavors, Mr.
Albaña maintains a passion for adventure
and believes in maintaining a balanced life.
He is an avid mountaineer, scuba diver,
circuit racer, golfer, sport shooter, and
mountain biker. His passion for
mountaineering has shaped his approach to
business, emphasizing the importance of
setting goals and maintaining focus to reach
the peak or be No. 1 in the market.
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Esq. [Phil., NY, & USSC], CBC [APEC], REC, REA, REB; 
C. Arb., Accred. Med., PMP, CCEP-I, BSCG, ACFBA, ACFWA, 

CSP-GRI, CSP, RVC, CSRA; FCIArb (Int.Arb. & Med.), FSIArb, FHKIArb, 
FICD (Life), FPIArb, FAIADR, FRSA (Life), FRAS (Life), 

FFFI (Fam. Firm Gov. & Fam. Wealth Mgt.), MRICS, GAICD, MIPREA, CSEE;
B.S. (AdMU), DipMed (CIArb), DipICArb (CIArb), M.P.A. (Univ. Phil.), 

M.B.A. (Kellogg & HKUST), M.St. (Cambridge), J.D. (AdMU), LL.M. (Harvard)

        tty. Teodoro Kalaw IV is the first and only
         Filipino to be installed as a Chartered
Arbitrator as well as certified as an Accredited
Mediator by the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators
(CIArb) of the United Kingdom. He is also the first
and only Filipino diplomate in both international
commercial arbitration and mediation of CIArb
and is the only Filipino CIArb Fellow in both the
international arbitration and mediation
disciplines. He has also been the first
representative for the arbitration discipline of the
Advisory Council of the Office of Alternative
Dispute Resolution of the Republic of the
Philippines from December 2020 to December
2023. In 2024, he served as the Project Consultant
of the European Union’s initiative to review and
redesign with the Philippine Government the
Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 2004.  

He was the President of the Philippine Institute of
Arbitrators (PIArb) in 2014 and 2015 and then the
Chair of its Board of Trustees from 2016 to 2017.
He is presently a President Emeritus of PIArb as
well as the Senior Warden of the Philippine
Chapter of the CIArb East Asia Branch
headquartered  in  Hong Kong.  He  is  among  the
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youngest to be elected a Fellow of CIArb, PIArb,
the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (SIArb), the
Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators (HKIArb), and
the Asian Institute of Alternative Dispute
Resolution (AIADR). He was a co-editor &
contributor to PIArb’s official Commercial
Arbitration Handbook published in 2015. 

He is an accredited arbitrator of CIArb, the
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines, the
Construction Industry Arbitration Commission of
the Philippines, Philippine Dispute Resolution
Center, Inc. (PDRCI), the Philippine International
Center for Conflict Resolution (PICCR), and WESM.
He chaired the arbitral tribunal that resolved the
first two arbitrations of WESM in 2019. On 1
November 2021, he assumed office as the
Dispute Resolution Administrator of the
Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM)
regulated by the Philippine Energy Regulatory
Commission.

Since October 2015, he is the first and currently
only professional neutral accredited in all
recognized dispute resolution disciplines
(arbitration, mediation, conciliation, early neutral
evaluation, mediation-arbitration, and mini-trial)
by the Office of Alternative Dispute Resolution
(OADR) of the Philippine Government. He has
been a member of the Board of Trustees of PDRCI
since 2017. In 2019, he began service as the
Deputy Secretary-General for Education,
Accreditation, and Development of the PICCR, the
dispute resolution service provider of the
Integrated Bar of the Philippines, to oversee the
provision of its training, accreditation, and
community-peacemaking programs. 

Atty. Kalaw is the Senior Partner and primary
founder of the Kalaw Prasad & Hofilena Law Firm.
He was admitted to the Philippine Bar in 1998,
New York State Bar in 2002, and the Bar of the
United States Supreme Court in 2011. Prior to co-
founding and practicing in the law firm of Kalaw
Sy Selva & Campos from 2005 to 2019, Atty. Kalaw
was a senior associate at the intellectual property
and    information   technology    practice   of    the 
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Quisumbing Torres Law Firm, the Manila
associate firm of Baker & McKenzie International.
He was seconded to the information technology
practice of the Tokyo associate firm of Baker &
McKenzie International and was stationed in
Tokyo, Japan from June to September 2002. Since
July 2015, he is a Certified Compliance and Ethics
Professional – International (CCEP– I) of the
Society for Corporate Compliance and Ethics of
the United States. 

As one of the first and youngest Fellows of the
Philippine Institute of Corporate Directors (ICD),
Atty. Kalaw has chaired ICD’s Family-Owned or
Controlled Corporations Circle since 2007. A
Trustee of the Institute from May 2012 to June
2020, he also serves on its core faculty as Chair of
Thought Leadership Committee and is its current
Corporate Secretary. In May 2021, he was
installed as the Institute’s youngest Life Fellow. He
also serves as Corporate Secretary of ICD’s sister
learned society for public governance, the
Institute for Solidarity in Asia, as well as the
Center for Excellence in Governance. He is also a
Graduate Member of the Australian Institute of
Company Directors, from which he obtained his
Company Directors Course Diploma in 2010.  He
is the first Filipino to simultaneously attain
advanced certification in both family business and
family wealth advising from the Family  Firm
Institute,  the    world’s    leading industry
association on family business. In October 2022,
Atty. Kalaw became the first Filipino to be elected
a Fellow of the Family Firm Institute, the world’s
leading learned society of family firm consultants,
in both of that organization’s recognized
discipline specializations: Family Firm Governance
and Family Wealth Advising. 

He presently serves as an independent board
director of the shipping and logistics firm
Gothong Southern, and is one of the few Filipinos
who are fully certified in the Balanced Scorecard
Strategic Performance Management approach by
the co-founders of the process, Professors Norton
and    Kaplan    of      Harvard     Business    School.
Accredited  by  the  Global  Reporting  Initiative  as   
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the first and currently only Filipino Certified
Sustainability Professional, he is also both a
Certified Sustainability Practitioner and Certified
Sustainability Reporting Assurer of the Institute of
Certified Sustainability Practitioners.

Atty. Kalaw received his Master of Laws
(concentrations in corporate finance and
electronic commerce) from Harvard Law School in
2001. He received his Bachelor of Science degree
in Management from the Ateneo de Manila
University in 1993 and his Juris Doctor degree,
with 2nd Honors, from the same university in
1997. He obtained his Master in Public
Administration degree with the Dean’s Medal for
a near-perfect grade average from the National
College of Public Administration and Governance
of the University of the Philippines in 2010 and his
Master of Business Administration degree with
the joint Executive Master of Business
Administration Program of the Kellogg School of
Management at Northwestern University of the
United States and the Hong Kong University of
Science & Technology Business School in the
People’s Republic of China in 2012. In 2015, He
obtained a Master of Studies in Sustainability
Leadership at Wolfson College of the University of
Cambridge in the United Kingdom, with his
dissertation as supervised by the Cambridge
Institute for Sustainability Leadership on
“Integrating Sustainability Into Corporate Strategy
and Governance in the Philippine Setting: A
Comparative Study of Best Practices of Publicly-
Listed Corporations Recognized for their
Sustainability Leadership”.

He currently serves on the faculty of the Ateneo
Law School, where he teaches Corporate
Governance as well as Governance, Law, &
Development for the J.D. Program and Intellectual
Property Management and Enforcement for the
school’s pioneering LL.M. Program in intellectual
property jointly sponsored by the Intellectual
Property Office of the Philippines. 

Atty. Kalaw was submissions editor of the Harvard
International  Law  Journal  during  Academic Year 
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2000-2001 and his own articles have been
published in both local and international
academic journals such as the Philippine Journal
of Public Administration and the Asia Business
Law Review. He was a teaching fellow of the
Program on Internet & Society of the Harvard Law
School Berkman Center in Boston, U.S.A. [2001]
and Singapore [2002]. He is a life member of both
Phi Kappa Phi, the international interdisciplinary
honor society, as well as Pi Gamma Mu, the
international honor society for the social sciences. 

Atty. Kalaw was one of ten recipients of the 2010
Philippine Star Lifestyle Journalism Awards; his
piece on his grandmother – former senator Eva
Estrada Kalaw – being selected from over four
thousand entries submitted to that newspaper. A
former heritage columnist of the Philippine Star,
his specialty column Cornerstone celebrated
Filipino heritage in popular culture. As a public
historian, he represents the sector in the Board of
Trustees of the Philippine Historical Association,
the country’s union of professional historians. The
first and most senior Filipino Life Fellow of the
Royal Society of Arts of the United Kingdom, he is
also a Life Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society of
Great Britain and Ireland. 

A prolific public speaker, Atty. Kalaw delivers
between 30 to 40 keynotes and professional
presentations a year. In Toastmasters
International, the world’s largest civic organization
dedicated to developing communications skills,
he is the first and only Filipino to attain that
organization’s highest achievement norm –
Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM) – in both the
Traditional and Pathways Programs of
Toastmasters International during the same
leadership term (July 2019 to June 2020).  As an
endurance racer, he finished 3 marathons: the
2014 TBR Dream Marathon in 2014, the 2015
Singapore Sundown Marathon, and the virtual
division of the 125th Boston Marathon in 2021.
He is married to the former Mariliza C. Villarosa, a
published author and former Assistant Secretary
successively at the Department of Budget &
Management and Presidential Management Staff
of the Philippine Government. They are blessed
with a daughter, Raphaella.
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       or the past 36
       years, I've been
happily married and
proud to be a parent
to two sons and a
daughter. Throughout
my career, which has
lasted over four 
decades, I've worked in various industries,
from manufacturing to marketing; from
foods to copper; from strategy formulation
to loan packaging. Right now, I'm deeply
involved in managing two businesses that
have been in my family for a while.

My academic journey started back in 1979
when I got my B.S. in Mechanical
Engineering from De La Salle University in
Taft, Manila. Then, in 1984, I obtained my
MBA from Ateneo de Manila in Makati.
Before I joined the Rotary Club of Manila
(RCM), I was actively involved in several civic
and business organizations, like the
Philippine Constitution Association, Asia
Society Philippines, and the Chinese Filipino
Business Club.

My connection with RCM followed a pretty
traditional path. I was proposed by the then
President, Jackie Rodriguez, and I attended
three meetings as a guest before my
application for  membership went through a
committee review and got approved. I was
inducted during the time when the late RCM
President  Bobby  Joseph was in  charge, and  
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Director
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Secretary Edwin Hernandez was also
inducted at the same time as me. At first, I
served as a Star Rotarian and later, on the
recommendation of Secretary Reginald Yu, I
became the Assistant Secretary. Because I
never missed a meeting and actively
participated in the weekly membership
gatherings, I was recognized with a Perfect
Attendance plaque for that Rotary year.

When Chito Zaldarriaga took over as
president, I was reappointed as Assistant
Secretary and continued my perfect
attendance record.

Under the leadership of Hermie Esquerra, I
joined the Pasig River cleanup committee
chaired by Junjie Vasquez. I was tasked to
get the barangay chairmen from Manila
Chinatown to involve in RCM's Pasig River
clean-up initiative. With the support DENR
through PP Jackie Rodriguez, we managed to
hand over several hundred seedlings of the
Palawan variety of Cherry Blossom trees to
beautify the Pasig River and the esteros
within Manila Chinatown.

In the current term, with President Raffy
Alunan at the helm, I've been given the
responsibility of the Attendance Committee.
I've been working closely with Dr. Paul Koh
to make sure that all Rotarians dutifully
attend the weekly meetings. I want to
express my sincere gratitude to the RCM
membership for electing me as one of the
Directors for the upcoming board term
under President-Elect Jujut Enriquez.
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children: Michael, 24, who is completing his
internship in marketing in the Philippines,
and Olivia, 22, who is studying in Spain for a
double degree in Law and International
Relations.

Nagi graduated from Dalhousie University in
Canada with a Bachelor's degree in
Economics and from American Universal
College with a Software Application and
Graphic Design Program. He has headed
many international companies in Canada,
the US, and the Philippines from 1996 until
2022. Currently, he is the CEO and owner of
N&MMO Chefgourmet Inc.

Nagi has also served as co-chair and chair for
the LMC/CBA in Middleby Philippines for 15
years and co-chair for the Health and Safety
Committee in Canada. He was a member of
the Canadian Red Cross, the Canadian Police
and Security Control, the Canadian Patron
Control and Safety Procedures, the Canadian
Ski Patrol, the Halifax Canadian Taekwondo
team (1988-1994), and the Lebanese
Taekwondo team (1996-1999).
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NAGI ZEITOUNI
Director

         agi Zeitouni,
         married to
Michelle Khoury
Zeitouni, recently
celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary.
They have two 
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He has also held the positions of Sergeant at
Arms, Sports Committee Chair, and member
of the Membership Committee and He
chaired the Athlete of the Year Award at
RCM.

Sports is the love of his life after his family.
Nagi holds a 1st-degree black belt in Judo
and a 5th-degree black belt in Taekwondo.
During his university years, he played
football, basketball, and rugby, and
competed in downhill skiing, tennis,
Taekwondo, and track and field. He loves
hiking, running marathons, and going to the
gym. Recently, he has added pickleball to his
list of sports.
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his exceptional contributions spanning over
five decades. With a career rooted in
entrepreneurship and advocacy, RGV has left
an indelible mark on the landscape of
Philippine real estate, shaping policies and
initiatives that resonate both locally and
internationally.

As the founder of the RGV Group of
Companies, RGV has been at the forefront of
some of the largest land deals in Philippine
history, showcasing his astute business
acumen and visionary leadership. Beyond
his entrepreneurial endeavors, he has held
pivotal roles in numerous prestigious
organizations. Notably, as the youngest two-
term President of the Philippine Association
of Realtors Boards (PAREB), he significantly
influenced the real estate sector's
professional standards and practices. His
tenure as Director of the National
Association of Realtors (NAR-USA) and Vice
President for Asia at the Federation
Internationales Des Professiones
Immobillares (FIABCI) further underscored 
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RODOLFO G. VALENCIA
Director
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        odolfo "Rod" G.
        Valencia, known
affectionately as
"RGV," stands as a
towering figure in
Philippine government
and the real estate
industry, renowned for 
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his commitment to global real estate
standards and collaboration. RGV's impact
extends beyond business and into the realm
of public service. During his tenure as a
Congressman representing the First District
of his province from 1987 to 1992, he
championed environmental conservation by
spearheading the cancellation of Timber
License Agreement (TLA) No. 376, a
watershed moment in safeguarding
Mindoro's natural resources. His visionary
leadership also led to the establishment of
the Mindoro Kabuhayan Foundation, Inc.
(MKFI) in 1987, an NGO that has since
touched the lives of approximately 80,000
beneficiaries across the region. Under his
stewardship, MKFI garnered accolades such
as the "Most Outstanding NGO in Regional
IV," affirming RGV's commitment to social
development and community welfare.

In the legislative arena, RGV authored
significant bills, including the Abot-Kaya
Pabahay Fund (RA 6841), aimed at making
housing finance more accessible to Filipinos,
thereby addressing critical social needs.

RGV's influence extends to regional planning
and development as well. His
comprehensive Vision of Development
program for his province encompassed
preservation efforts, power and energy
initiatives, agro-industrial development,
infrastructure projects, and improvements in
transportation, communications, and
education.   This   holistic   approach  reflects 
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RGV's dedication to fostering sustainable
growth and enhancing the quality of life for
residents in his community. As the national
president of the Philippine Institute of Real
Estate Service Practitioners (PhilRES) from
mid-2013, RGV further cemented his legacy
by promoting professionalism and ethical
standards among real estate professionals
nationwide. Under his leadership, PhilRES
experienced exponential growth, becoming
the largest association of licensed real estate
professionals in the Philippines, with over
10,000 members across more than 50
chapters.

Throughout his illustrious career, Rodolfo G.
Valencia has exemplified leadership,
integrity, and a steadfast commitment to
advancing Philippine real estate,
environmental conservation, and social
welfare. His multifaceted contributions have
earned him widespread respect and
recognition both within the Philippines and
on the international stage, solidifying his
status as a revered figure in business,
government, and community service.



of Manila at a young age of 32 on October 6,
2005, he initially faced challenges bridging
the generation gap. However, through his
active participation in fellowships and his
dedication to Rotary's values, he gradually
found his place within the club.

His journey in Rotary governance began with
his appointment as Chairman of the New
Generations Service Committee in RY 2010-
2011, under the guidance of the late Past
President Gert Gust. This opportunity
allowed him to showcase his potential and
passion for nurturing young leaders.
Subsequently, he served as Club Secretary
for multiple terms and held various director
positions, showcasing his commitment and
effective leadership within the club.
 
Mr. Alday is widely recognized for his
outstanding service in Rotary. He has played
a vital role as the Editor-in-Chief of the
Balita, the Rotary Club of Manila's weekly
bulletin. His dedication to this role has
earned him respect among his peers.
Additionally, he has been actively involved in
numerous   committees   and  organizations, 
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       lbert S. Alday is a
        distinguished
figure in the Rotary
community, renowned
for his extensive
contributions and
leadership roles.
Joining the Rotary Club 
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such as the Alay Lakad Committee, New
Generations Service Committee, Sagip
Kabataan Foundation, Inc., and RCManila
Foundation, Inc.

His contributions extend beyond the club
level. Within Rotary District 3810, Mr. Alday
has been recognized for his exceptional
service and leadership. He has received
prestigious awards, including Rotarian of the
Year in RY 2017-2018 and the Pro Patria
Journalism Award for 2021. Moreover, he
has actively participated in the International
Yachting Fellowship of Rotarians, holding
notable positions and representing the
Philippines in international events.
 
Apart from his Rotary involvement, Mr. Alday
has achieved recognition as a journalist. He
has authored several publications, many of
which focus on the theme of service above
self. These publications have garnered
acclaim and have contributed to his
reputation as an accomplished journalist.

Outside of Rotary, Mr. Alday has been
involved in various organizations, including
JCI Philippines, JCI Senate Philippines, Manila
North Royal Eagles Club, Entrepreneurs
Society of the Philippines Toastmasters Club
and Kiwanis Club of Quezon City Balintawak.
He has received numerous awards and
accolades for his exceptional contributions
in these organizations, highlighting his
commitment to excellence and leadership.
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In his professional career, Mr. Alday has
worked in various capacities, including as a
university registrar, school director, and
corporate communications officer. He
currently holds positions as Chairman of the
Board of Safety First Ventures Inc., Chief
Strategist of FH Media.PH, Chief Strategist of
Folium Multimedia Production and a
Member of the Board of Directors of
DIGECO.
 
Mr. Alday’s academic achievements are
noteworthy. He obtained his Bachelor of
Arts in Philosophy (cum laude) from the
University of the Philippines Diliman and his
Bachelor of Laws from the University of
Perpetual Help Rizal. He further pursued his
education with a Master of Laws in
International Business Law from Boston
University and a Doctor of Philosophy in
Metaphysics from the American College of
Metaphysical Theology. Additionally, he has
completed two years of medical school at
the UP College of Medicine.
 
Mr. Alday's multifaceted talents and
unwavering dedication have significantly
contributed to the growth and success of the
Rotary Club of Manila. His exemplary
leadership and commitment to service have
left a lasting impact on the Rotary
community.
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the International Academy for Continuous
Education, and Co-founder of Folium
Multimedia Production, he exemplifies
excellence in business and community
leadership.

Aries holds the distinction of being the
youngest president elected twice in the
Rotary Club of Intramuros, serving during
the Rotary Years 2016-2017 and 2021-2022.
His tenure as the 2015 President of Junior
Chamber International - Makati further
highlights his dedication to fostering youth
empowerment and community
development.

With over a decade of experience as a grant
developer, Aries has secured funding for
transformative projects in Water, Sanitation,
and Hygiene (WASH) as well as Disease
Prevention and Treatment. His initiatives
have directly impacted over 10,000 families
in the Philippines, significantly reducing 
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Secretary
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       ries Balanay is a
        leader at the
forefront of social
impact and sustainable
development. As
President of Safety
First Ventures,
Managing Director of 
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waterborne diseases and enhancing access
to clean water. Aries specializes in
developing Private-Public Partnership (PPP)
proposals, contributing to advancements in
urban transportation systems and
renewable energy projects.

Aries' remarkable achievements have been
internationally recognized, notably with the
Global Youth Leadership Award 2019,
presented by Nepal’s Prime Minister
Jhalanath Khanal. This accolade underscores
his role as an inspirational figure for the
younger generation, embodying visionary
leadership and a commitment to creating
positive change.

Aries Balanay continues to shape the
landscape of sustainable development
through his dedication to community
service, and relentless pursuit of impactful
projects that improve lives and empower
communities worldwide.
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CPA) with over two decades of professional
experience, both locally and internationally.
As the Chairman and CEO of MOORE Roxas
Tabamo & Co., he drives strategic initiatives
and oversees comprehensive management
functions, transforming firms into agile,
resilient entities through his visionary
leadership.

Mike leads MOORE Roxas Tabamo & Co.,
one of the Philippines' premier mid-tier
professional services firms, spearheading
growth and expansion across multiple
regions. Previously, he served as Chairman
and Managing Partner at BDO Alba Romeo &
Co. His earlier roles include Audit Supervisor
and Senior Associate at Moore Stephens CIS,
contributing to international audits in Russia,
and Senior Associate at SGV & Co. (EY
Philippines), where he enhanced audit
quality and client relations.

Mike holds a B.S. in Accountancy from San
Beda University, Manila, and an Executive
MBA from Ateneo de Manila University. He
has also  completed the  BDO Global Partner 

           ichael D. Roxas
           (or “Mike”) is a
distinguished Certified
Public Accountant
(CPA) and ASEAN
Chartered Professional
Accountant (ASEAN
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MICHAEL D. ROXAS
Treasurer
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Leadership Program (GPLP) and passed the
Islamic Banking and Finance Institute
Malaysia’s (IBFIM) Associate Qualification in
Islamic Finance (AQIF) in 2022.

Actively participating in various professional
bodies, Mike serves as a Council Member of
the Financial and Sustainability Reporting
Standards Council (FSRSC), National Director
and Past President of the Philippine Institute
of Certified Public Accountants (PICPA), a
member of the Interagency Technical
Working Group (TWG) on Islamic Banking
and Finance organized by the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas, and a member of
prestigious organizations such as FINEX, the
Management Association of the Philippines,
and the Rotary Club of Manila.

Mike has received numerous awards,
including the Young Achiever in Public
Practice Award (2015) and Outstanding CPA
in Public Practice (2022) by PICPA, along with
the Distinguished Bedan Award
(Accountancy) by the San Beda University
Alumni Association (2024).

On a personal note, Mike is happily married
to Channet Rodriguez-Roxas since 2009.
They have two sons, Ulrich Von Niccolo R.
Roxas (16) and Alessio Hans Benedict R.
Roxas (6), both studying at La Salle
Greenhills. He continues to drive innovation
and excellence in the accounting field
through his comprehensive expertise and
unwavering dedication to the profession.
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range of activities, including policy formulation,
program implementation at various
governmental levels, and fostering international
collaborations, particularly in Asia. Jason is adept
at devising and executing “Innovation through
Collaboration” strategies, building and nurturing
regional cooperation partnerships, developing
knowledge products, orchestrating advocacy and
disaster response initiatives, organizing large-
scale events, and forming meaningful
partnerships between the private and public
sectors. His analytical skills have been applied to
a wide array of federal and international
programs and initiatives in both the United
States and Asia.

For the past nine years, Jason has been based in
the Philippines, where he has played pivotal
consulting roles at the Asian Development Bank
(ADB). His significant contributions include
producing the Asia Clean Energy Forum and
organizing the inaugural    ADB    Innovation
Fair. Jason’s tenure at ADB has been charac-
terized by a forward-thinking approach, most
notably through his current leadership in the
Southeast Asia Development Solutions (SEADS)
initiative. As its Lead Consultant, Jason
spearheaded the development of a visionary
platform   addressing  the   complex  dynamics of 
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JASON M. BOGOVICH
Sergeant at Arms

     ason Bogovich is a
     seasoned professional
with more than two
decades of experience
across the energy,
housing,    and  economic
development sectors. His
expertise  spans  a  broad 
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Southeast Asia. A critical part of this initiative was
his leadership in forming 50 SEADS contributing
partners from the private sector, NGOs,
academia, and research institutions. This diverse
collaboration facilitated a dynamic exchange of
knowledge and innovation, laying the
groundwork for strategic partnerships that have
directly contributed to sustainable development
efforts. Jason has also helped expand the
initiative to include capacity-building trainings, a
partner webinar series, and other knowledge-
sharing events, effectively leveraging resources
to enhance the impact and reach of the platform.

Jason has been instrumental in forging
partnerships with globally recognized
organizations such as the International Labor
Organization, Ant Group, Visa, the International
Vaccine Institute, Save the Children, Grab,
Lazada, Microsoft, Google, Abbott Laboratories,
Amazon Web Services, and the UN Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO). These
collaborations have significantly impacted
various sectors, including health, transport,
education, digital and AI transformation, and
economic development.

Before relocating to Asia, Jason spent 13 years in
Washington D.C., where his career highlights
included roles at the White House and the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), appointed by the President. He also
served as a consultant to the U.S. Department of
Energy for over a dozen years.

Jason currently resides in Quezon City with his
wife and their three-year-old son. 
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He earned his Bachelor of Laws degree from
San Beda College of Law in 2002, following
an illustrious academic journey at De La
Salle University, where he graduated with
honors in Political Science. His leadership
abilities were evident early on, serving as
vice-president of the Student Government
during his pre-law years and later as
president while pursuing his legal education.

Beginning his professional journey as a
Political Affairs Officer in the Philippine
Senate, Atty. Tillmann oversaw critical
responsibilities concerning the appointment
of government officials. His passion for legal
advocacy led him to intern at a prominent
trial law firm, gaining invaluable experience
as a paralegal. After successfully passing the
bar exams in 2002, he joined Pandiphil-Del
Rosario and Del Rosario Law Offices, where
he quickly rose to the position of Senior
Lawyer. Notably, Atty. Tillmann distinguished
himself as the lead counsel on priority
"must-win" cases, including complex
multimillion-dollar disputes in the Cayman
Islands and the United States. His role
involved collaboration with international
counterparts, providing expert insights into
Philippine laws and their intersection with
foreign legal frameworks.
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HANSEL JOSEPH 
MICHAEL TILLMANN
Board Legal Adviser
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       tty. Hansel Joseph
        Michael Tillmann is
a distinguished lawyer
specializing exclusively
in maritime law,
boasting an excep-
tional career spanning
nearly two  decades. 

A
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At the forefront of maritime law practice, Atty.
Tillmann has handled numerous landmark
cases, solidifying his reputation as a legal
authority in the field. One notable case he
litigated was Bandila Shipping, Inc. vs. Marcos
Abalos (G.R. No. 17710, 2 February 2010),
where his arguments influenced the Supreme
Court's decision regarding the scope of
disability benefits under the Amended POEA
Contract. His expertise was further
showcased in Roslinda vs. Medline Phils. Inc.
and Grecomar Shipping Agency (UDK14164,
10 June 2009), where he successfully
defended the interests of vessel owners in a
significant ruling on post-employment
benefits for seafarers.

Beyond his legal practice, Atty. Tillmann is
actively involved in the maritime community,
engaging in dialogues with key government
officials from the Philippine Overseas
Employment Agency (POEA), the Department
of Labor and Employment (DOLE), and the
National Labor Relations Commission
(NLRC). His advocacy efforts have led to
substantial policy changes benefiting
Protection and Indemnity (P & I) Clubs and
vessel owners, including the recognition of
Letters of Guarantee/Undertaking as
sufficient collateral for appeals. Currently, he
continues to advocate for procedural
reforms within the NLRC to ensure fairness
in maritime disputes.

Throughout his career, Atty. Tillmann has
demonstrated unwavering dedication to the
practice of maritime law, earning the respect
of his peers and clients alike. His
unparalleled expertise and commitment to
justice have established him as a pivotal
figure in the Philippine legal landscape,
making him a trusted advocate for maritime
interests nationwide.
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youngest President of the Junior Chamber
International (JCI) Daet Kabihug Chapter in
the Bicol Region, earning national
recognition and multiple awards. In 2017, he
became one of the youngest Regional
Presidents in the Bicol Region, holding
various national positions within JCI.

Since 2012, Arik has led Arik General
Merchandising as CEO, and in 2015, he took
on the role of CEO at Arik Construction. He
expanded his leadership to ACRB
Construction Inc. and ACRB Food Global Inc.
as CEO in 2019. In 2020, he became the
Chairman of the Board at Innotech Career
Development Center Inc.

In 2022, Arik founded ABC Tech Ventures
Inc., a company dedicated to advancing
quality education through technology. This
innovative approach earned Arik a Plaque of
Appreciation from Vice President Sarah
Duterte  and the  Department  of   Education 
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ARVIN ARIK B. 
CARRANCEJA
Assistant Secretary
       rik B. Carranceja’s
         entrepreneurial
journey is marked by
significant achieve-
ments and impactful
leadership. He began
his career as the 
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for his invaluable contributions to the
educational sector.

Arik holds a BS in Business Administration
from De La Salle College of Saint Benilde and
has expertise in multimedia arts and 3D
animation. His skills in business
administration, financial management,
project management, and strategic planning
have been crucial to his success.

Arik B. Carranceja’s leadership, dedication,
and ability to drive business growth
distinguish him in his field.
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currently serving as RCM's Assistant
Treasurer. His outstanding service project, a
joint blood-letting initiative with the
Philippine Red Cross and RCM members,
won the Community Service Award for
Rotary Year 2023-2024. This project has
been instrumental in collecting life-saving
blood to meet the critical needs of patients
requiring transfusions.

Josh, as he is affectionately known, has been
married to Wan-Ju Hsieh since 2021. He
holds an MS in Manufacturing Engineering
and Management, specializing in Biomedical
Engineering, from De La Salle University, and
he completed his Executive Masters in
Business Administration from the Asian
Institute of Management in 2014. Josh is also
a licensed Real Estate Broker and a Certified
BERDE Professional. 
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JOSHUA RUEBEN
ARAGON
Assistant Treasurer

        otarian Joshua
         Aragon joined
the Rotary Club of
Manila in 2022 upon
the sponsorship of PD
Marcus Dee and is 
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Throughout his career, Josh has successfully
founded and exited several high-growth
startups in e-commerce, agri-tech, and prop-
tech, showcasing his expertise in innovative
business solutions and leadership. He also
held numerous positions with non-
government organizations, including Go
Tong Foundation, Alibaba Group's eFounder
Fellow, Philippine Red Cross - QC Chapter, JCI
Manila, Federation of Electrical and
Electronics Suppliers and Manufacturers in
the Philippines (PESA), and the Society of
Manufacturing Engineers (SME), among
others.
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clinical care; dental education; research;
marketing; online platforms;
patient/staff/provider relations; and
contract/vendor negotiations.  He has been
instrumental in oral health research both as
a principal dentist with the NHANES
program of the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, as well as currently
serving as President of TeethCloud, a 33-
nation global collaborative that seeks to
decrease oral health inequalities by means
of dental informatics and the focused
professional expertise of its member
clinicians, educators, and researchers.  A
sought-after international speaker, attested
to Dr. Cutter’s over 23,000 followers on
LinkedIn, he is a recognized key opinion
leader for the future of oral health care.

In terms of RCM, following his induction in
2017, Dr. Cutter served as Director in 2021-
22, Member in 2021, then Chair of the Ethics
Committee (2023-24), Children's Cancer Care
Committee (2020-2023), Co-chair of the
Community Oral Health Committee (2022-
24), and Chair of the Medical Prevention and
Treatment Committee (2022-24).
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JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER
Deputy Sgt. At Arms
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       ccomplished in
         both the dental
professions and
business development,
Dr. Cutter has over 48
years of contributions
and  achievements in

A
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

AND EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS
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REGINALD T. YU
Chairman//Trustee

MICHAEL JAEY C. ALBAÑA
President/Trustee

SIXTO T. BENEDICTO
Trustee

BERTEL INGMAR BERTELSEN
Trustee

RAMI CHAHWAN
Trustee

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Past Chairman/Trustee

FRANCISCO D. MAGSAYSAY
Trustee

ANTONILO D.C. MAURICIO
Trustee

KARLO EUGENE JOSEPH
M. CASTRO

Treasurer/Trustee

MICHAEL D. ROXAS
Asst. Treasurer/

Trustee

ROMEO C. NONES
Secretary/

Trustee

MICHAEL RAYMOND
L. GONZALEZ

Asst. Secretary/Trustee 

JOSELITO H. SIBAYAN
Immediate Past Chairman/

Trustee

WARREN S. SO
Trustee

FELIX FRANCISCO
 S. ZALDARRIAGA

Trustee
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RAOUL C. CREENCIA 
Board Legal Adviser
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        he Program Committee’s Organizational
        Meeting was held on June 29, 2024, via
Zoom. 

Present were  Chairman Caloy Serapio, Co-
Chairman PAS Rami Chahwan, PD Amading
Valdez, STAR Rtn. Chris Bello, Rtn. Anton
Mauricio; Ex-Officio members of the
committee — Pres. Jujut Enriquez and Dir.
Mike Albana; and the Secretariat Team —
Jeff Lord, Anna Kun Toledo, and Lea Lozano.

Program Committee
Organizational Meeting 
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        he first regular board meeting of the   
        board and officers for RY 2024-2025 was
held on June 29, 2024, via Zoom. Present
were President Jujut Enriquez, VP Joel Valdes,
Directors Rod Valencia, Henry Go, Albert
Alday, Nagi Zeitouni, Teddy Kalaw, and Mike
Albaña, Secretary Aries Balanay, Treasurer
Mike Roxas, AS Arik Carranceja, AT Joshua
Aragon, BLA Hansel Tillman, SAA Jason
Bogovich, and Rtn. Inov Talusan, who
provided background information on the
RCM website.

First Regular Board Meeting
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        he Pasig River Clean-Up and Rehabilitation
        Project during the term of PP Hermie
Esguerra (RY 2022-2023) won 2nd Runner-Up
in the Search for the Most Outstanding
Environmental Project sponsored by the
Philippine Rotary Media Foundation, Inc. Aside
from receiving specially designed trophies as a
finalist and second runner-up, the club also
received a cash prize of Php 150,000.00.

RC Manila’s Pasig River Clean-Up and
Rehabilitation Project (Reviving Pasig River

Through Floating Trash Barriers)
Wins Environmental Award
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PP Hermie Esguerra, Pres.
Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Nagi
Zeitouni, Dir. Albert Alday,
and Sec. Aries Balanay at
the Philippine Rotary Media
Foundation, Inc. Awards
and Turnover Night at The
Palms Country Club,
Alabang, Muntinlupa City.

ENVIRONMENT
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The award-winning project was featured in
the June 2024 issue of the Philippine
Rotary Magazine.

ENVIRONMENT





Mabuhay!
Congratulations,

Greetings, and Blessings
to President Jujut Enriquez

and the 2024-2025
Board of Directors

and Officers
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THE MAGIC OF ROTARY:
DISTRICT 3810'S GRAND GALA
AND INDUCTION CEREMONY

By Rtn. Reginald T. YuBy Rtn. Reginald T. Yu

     n the grandeur of Solaire Manila's opulent
     Grand Ballroom, on the evening of July 4,
2024, Rotary District 3810 convened for an
unforgettable event—the Handover and
Induction Ceremonies. Spanning from the
late afternoon until the early hours of the
morning, this gala affair was not just a
ceremony but a spectacular celebration of
Rotary's ethos, drawing together 1,182
esteemed participants from across the
district and beyond.

As the golden hues of sunset bathed the
Manila skyline, the ceremony began with a
resonant call to order by Chief Sergeant-at-
Arms Edgar Eusebio. His authoritative ring of
the bell and striking of the gavel set the tone
for an evening steeped in tradition and
honor.

District 3810 officers pose with PGMA
and the Rotary Club of Manila

I
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The proceedings unfolded with a series of
majestic presentations. First, the stage came
alive with the introduction of the "Magical
Irresistible" Presidents and the "Hope Creating"
Presidents, representing clubs ranging from
provisional groups to stalwarts like Manila and
Cavite. This vibrant display underscored the
breadth and diversity of Rotary's community
impact across District 3810.

A special entertainment number highlights
'The Magic of Rotary'

Solaire Casino's Grand Ballroom is jam-packed
with more than a thousand guests

Amidst an atmosphere charged with reverence,
district officers and the executive committee
were formally introduced, each embodying
Rotary's commitment to service and leadership.
The ballroom shimmered as visiting governors
and dignitaries were acknowledged, their
presence a testament to the global reach and
solidarity of Rotary International.
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The highlight of the evening arrived with the
esteemed presence of former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, accompanied by
First Gentleman Mike Arroyo, who graced
the occasion as the honored guest speaker.
Their arrival added a distinguished aura to
the ceremony, symbolizing the intersection
of public service and Rotary's noble mission.

Past Rotary International Director Raffy Garcia is
welcomed by DG Jackie and First Lady Sonja Rodriguez

DG Jackie Rodriguez and First Lady Sonja get the red
carpet treatment as they are formally introduced

District Governor Lilian dela Cruz, in her
poignant valedictory address, reflected on
her tenure as the "Hope Creating" Governor
for the Rotary Year 2023-2024. Her words
resonated deeply, celebrating the
achievements and collective efforts that had
defined her leadership, inspiring a sense of
continuity and purpose among the gathered
Rotarians.
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As the evening progressed amidst a
sumptuous dinner and captivating
entertainment, anticipation mounted for the
ceremonial oath-taking led by incoming
District Governor Joaquin "Jackie" Rodriguez.
Known as the "Magical Irresistible" Governor
for the Rotary Year 2024-2025, his ascension
marked a new chapter of promise and vision
for District 3810.

PGMA administers the oath of office to DG Jackie
Rodriguez as his family and past District Governors

pay witness

IPP Raffy Alunan
formally
introduces District
Governor Jackie
Rodriguez

Members of RC Manila flank PGMA
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DG Jackie Rodriguez admonishes his constituent
'Magical Irresistible' club presidents to be selfless

servants for their communities.

DG Jackie Rodriguez together with the
members of his Executive Committee

with PGMA and former FG Mike Arroyo

DG Jackie Rodriguez with First Lady Sonja
together with their family and PGMA
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DG Jackie Rodriguez dances with First
Lady Sonja as they are serenaded by
RCM's World-Famous Music Chorale

with 'Fly Me To the Moon'

DG Jackie Rodriguez's colleagues from the
Rotary Club of Manila give a 'thumbs-up' 

in support of his leadership.

Outgoing DG Lilia dela Cruz formally hands
over the Rotary Bell to DG Jackie Rodriguez

in a symbolic transfer of leadership
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Past DG Liza Elorde is acknowledged by DG Jackie
Rodriguez for her great work as Chairperson

of the Handover Committee

DG Jackie Rodriguez waves at the crowd
after a riveting inaugural address

Newly-installed
DG Jackie
Rodriguez
radiates with
confidence
during his
induction
ceremony
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The Rotary Club of Manila's World-Famous
Chorale sings 'You Light Up My Life'

A poignant musical interlude by the Rotary
Club of Manila World-Famous Music Chorale
filled the air with harmony and spirit,
underscoring the unity and fellowship that
define Rotary's global network. The transition
from outgoing Governor Lilian dela Cruz to
Joaquin Rodriguez was marked by a symbolic
handover, symbolizing the seamless continuity
of Rotary's leadership and mission.

The highlight of the evening was the keynote
address by former President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, whose profound insights
and wisdom resonated deeply with the
audience. Her words underscored the
enduring values of Rotary—service above
self, integrity, and commitment to
humanitarian causes—that continue to
guide Rotarians worldwide.

PGMA, in her keynote address, urges Rotarians
to stay relevant amid changing times



The induction of new members, the
recognition of Rotary Foundation donors,
and the formalities of oath-taking
underscored the commitment to Rotary
ideals, ensuring that District 3810 remains at
the forefront of community service and
global impact.

With a final adjournment by District
Governor Joaquin Rodriguez, the evening
culminated in a jubilant grand raffle and
fellowship, where Rotarians exchanged
stories, forged new friendships, and
celebrated the spirit of Rotary.

District 3810's Handover and Induction
Ceremonies were not merely a gathering;
they were a testament to Rotary's enduring
legacy—a legacy of compassion, leadership,
and unwavering dedication to making a
difference in the world. In the resplendent
setting of Solaire Manila's Grand Ballroom,
District 3810 embarked on a new chapter,
united in their commitment to Rotary's
noble cause, illuminated by the collective
spirit of Rotarians dedicated to serving
humanity.
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Senator Robin Padilla congratulates DG Jackie
and First Lady Sonja Rodriguez



       andom conversations and musings will be 
        my regular contribution to BALITA (2024-
2025). It will be some kind of a continuation
of my Editor’s Note featured in our weekly
newsletter in the past two years. While I
already recused myself from serving as Editor
in Chief for another year, the newly
appointed EIC (our Immediate Past Vice
President Reggie Yu) has graciously asked if I
can continue contributing some write-ups to
our Balita. I said yes and hope to be able to
regularly submit a write-up to our EIC, which
he may add as a feature in our club bulletin.
Balita is arguably the oldest club newsletter in
the country, and in Asia, and it needs our
collective effort to keep it going.

Our very own BALITA, RCM’s weekly
newsletter, was again awarded the Best
Bulletin for Rotary Year 2023-2024 by District
3810. I thus congratulate the members of last
year’s Editorial Board, especially our
Secretariat. Worthy of mention are IPVP
Reggie and Rtn. Senen, who have both served
well as Managing Editors and contributors.
The award conferred by the District must
continue to inspire the current set of officers
tasked to handle Balita, headed by EIC Reggie.
Knowing the hardworking and no-nonsense
nature   of   our  IPVP,  there is  no  doubt  our 

b l | l b f l l |

BALITA                                     July 11, 2024    |    Page 79

RANDOM CONVERSATIONS AND MUSINGSRANDOM CONVERSATIONS AND MUSINGS

By: PBLA Raoul Creencia

R



Balita will come out weekly, with much more
flair, color, and vivacity. Indeed, our IPVP is a
perfect choice for Balita EIC. Godspeed, EIC
Reggie and Team!

This year’s Editorial Board must also be
ready and continue to defend Balita. Any
attempt to make Balita a repository of any
tortured write-up, expressing nothing but
angst and immature gibberish, uninspiring
cacophony of unpleasantness, especially
those which wantonly violate the Four-Way
Test, must forthwith be disallowed. Balita
must be a vessel of positivity and inspiration.
This is the legacy passed on to us by our
illustrious predecessors, who not only kept
the Club at its peak, but has also ensured
that its weekly club bulletin sublimely mirror
its greatness.

I welcome everyone to this brand new Rotary
year. Rotary International President
Stephanie Urchick’s 2024-25 presidential
theme as “The Magic of Rotary”. With this, she
has sounded the call for all Rotarians around
the world to recognize and amplify the
organization’s power to save lives – through
service above self, which is magic in and by
itself. The Rotary Club of Manila, First in Asia,
now with President Jujut Enriquez at its helm,
will surely heed this call to craft a magical
year ahead. Godspeed, Pres. Jujut and Team!
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to President
Eduardo V. Enriquez III

to President
Eduardo V. Enriquez III

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!















BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
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President
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Directors
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ARVIN ARIK B, CARRANCEJA
Assistant Secretary

JOSHUA RUEBEN ARAGON
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Executive Secretary
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Managing Editor
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Associate Editor
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