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The end of each year, as much as its beginning, is a unique milestone in the
life of every Rotary Club. Today, Asia’s First Club is celebrating the
successes and triumphs of a memorable Hope Creating year. The ever-
resilient Manila Rotarians will end this year on a high note. With challenges
bravely faced, obstacles purposively addressed, and projects single-
mindedly pursued, the Club President and the officers can take a bow for
heroically completing and hurdling a formidable Rotary Year. Finis coronat
opus. Congratulations, Team RCM! 
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44th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 27 June 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: SEC. EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests (Optional)

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
        

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

Awarding Ceremony

Valedictory Message

Adjournment

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

1:45 PM

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PP FELIX FRANCISCO “Chito” S.  ZALDARRIAGA

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. WARREN S. SO

SEC. EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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June 22               PT Chito Tagaysay
June 23               Rtn. Jason Valdez
June 24               Rtn. Geof Yu
June 26               Rtn. Bernd Schneider
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leaders, as well as the resilience and discipline of the members are tested. Despite of the
numerous hurdles, Team RCM still chose to emerge victorious, ending the year on a truly
high note. Indeed, this year, RCM passed with flying colors.  

Continuing its long tradition of excellence, and building on the excellent performance of past
presidents, Asia’s First Club once again exhibited a sterling and awe-inspiring performance
this year, garnering numerous awards during the June 15 year-end District gathering. With
this, RCM again firmly cemented its premiere position not just in the District, but in the
Philippines.

After two years as Editor-in-Chief of our beloved BALITA, I will be officially handing over the
position to a new appointee. I am told that it will be VP Reggie Yu, who I believe is an
excellent choice, and who I am sure will do an impeccable job next year. Although I initially
accepted PE Jujut Enriquez’s invitation to again serve as EIC during his term, I had to
eventually express my inability to handle the weekly newsletter due to other pressing work
commitments. 

Serving as BALITA’s Editor-in-Chief for two years has indeed been fulfilling for me. Moreover,
working alongside a hardworking staff (Rhea, Jeff, Anna, Lhea, and Jonathan) has been a joy.
BALITA religiously came out every week because of their hard work, and I could not have
done it without them. I also thank VP Reggie and Rtn. Senen for the support by contributing
articles and giving counsel on sensitive editorial policy matters. 

Finally, I thank Team RCM — the constant inspiration behind BALITA. Each Manila Rotarian is
the one which animates the pages of our newsletter. Each Manila Rotarian is the reason why
we have colorful stories of service and evocative photos of volunteerism, fellowship and
fraternal bond. 

BALITA, as a vessel of positivity and instrument showcasing the best in our Club, will surely
continue to shine not only as the oldest Rotary newsletter in this part of the world, but as the
faithful chronicler of the continuing legacy build-up of Asia’s First Club — the Rotary Club of
Manila.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
FINIS CORONAT OPUS. 

The end crowns the work; the goal gives value to the labor
that produced it. With indefatigable hearts as volunteers,
Manila Rotarians led by President Raffy Alunan have certainly
done well in this eventful Hope Creating Rotary year.

This is exactly what I wrote last year as RCM marked the
end of Imagine Rotary year.  Hopefully, this will be a yearly
tribute to the Club President who self-effacingly steered the
Club to another fruitful year. 

To be sure, each year presents a different kind of challenge,
a host of novel problems and issues, and a unique set of
dynamics.  But this is how the grit and  determination of the
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43     WMM | FELLOWSHIP
Ralph's Wines and Spirits, BGC | June 20, 2024

rdrd

FELLOWSHIP
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43     WMM | FELLOWSHIP
Ralph's Wines and Spirits, BGC | June 20, 2024

The attendees were DGE Jackie Rodriguez, BLA Raoul Creencia, Dir. Hans Palacios, Sec. Edwin
Hernandez, DE Henry Go, Rtn. Carlos Serapio, PSAA Bollie Bolton, PP Boy Guevara, Rtn. Brendan
Egan, DE Mike Albaña, Rtn. John Tan, STAR Rtn. Val Co, IA Nick Locsin, and Attorney Ramon
Posadas (guest of PSAA Bollie Bolton).

rdrd
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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June 27, 2024    |    Page 08



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES

June 27, 2024    |    Page 09



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of June 26, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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RCMFI Golf Committee Meeting
for 2nd RCM Golf Cup Preparations
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

The RCMFI Golf Committee met at the
residence of Golf Chair Rtn. Micray
Gonzalez last Wednesday, June 18, 2024, to
finalize the last details of the 2nd RCM Golf
Cup, which will be held on Monday, June
24, 2024, at Sta. Elena Golf and Country
Club.
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After close to 6 months 
of planning, preparations, and 
solicitations, the 2nd RCM Golf 
Cup was held last Monday, June 24, 
2024 at the pristine Santa Elena Golf Club,
which was the same venue as last year’s 1st
RCM Golf Cup.

Close to 140 golfers participated and were
divided into 3 Classes (A, B, and C) in
accordance with their handicap levels.   

The opening was kicked off under rainy
conditions by an Invocation from PP Boy
Guevarra.  Fortunately, his prayers were
answered as the skies gradually lightened
up and showed some sun.  Surprisingly, the
rains never returned until the last foursome
holed out.  

We had the traditional ceremonial tee shots
from President Raffy Allunan, RCMFI Chair
Lito Sibayan, and RCMFI President Willie
Peliño. At exactly 8 a.m., the shotgun start
was highlighted by close to 70 golfers (A
flights; B flights were next) hitting their first
tee shots from all 18 holes.

At around 230pm, as the players and other
participants were concluding lunch and
after the first set of songs from an
Entertainer we know very well, Ms. Kate
Castillo, Co-Hosts PE Jujut Enriquez, and
RCMFI Trustee Anton Mauricio started the
Program. Pres. Raffy opened with his
Welcome Remarks and the Co-hosts
proceeded to acknowledge our 78
Sponsors. Chris Tiu, son-in-law of Hospicio
Co-Chair  Phillip  Ong,  shared  details of the 

used for Hospicio’s infrastructure needs.
Over 130 raffle prizes were given out,
followed by the awarding of Tournament
winners. Chair Lito then delivered the
Closing Remarks where he announced that
with the net proceeds, RCM’s charitable
projects in RY 2024/2025 are fully funded.
Lito also thanked everyone who had
helped, including our Event Organizers led
by Ting Puzon-Yupangco and the RCM
Secretariat. He also noted the significant
contributions by our top 3 Solicitors for
Sponsors, Trustee and Treasurer Karlo
Castro who brought in the Presentor for a
500k sponsorship, Rtn. Aldous Alingog who
brought in the Platinum Sponsor for 300k,
and Rtn. Rocco Sarmiento who brought in
9 Sponsors. The day concluded with the
awarding of the major prizes, which
included a Lambretta worth PhP 300,000
which was donated by Ropali of Rtn.
Aldous Alingog’s family and won by Rtn. Val
Co. Aldous recovered a bit of his family’s
major donation as he won the 100k PhP
cash raffle prize.

Although we are still completing the Golf
Cup’s financial reports, it is safe to assume
that this year’s RCM Golf Cup will net at
least 3.3 Million PhP, which is a 15%
improvement from last year’s 1st RCM Golf
Cup.

Congratulations again to all of us!!
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upcoming Hospicio Art Exhibit in
September. At last year’s Art

Exhibit, RCM grossed over 2.2 million
from art sales,  where 2.0  million was
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
TOURNAMENT SPONSORS 
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
REGISTRATION

June 27, 2024    |    Page 18



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

The accompanying players’ kit
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

List of 129 Registered Players
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
POST-REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST BEFORE THE  FORMAL OPENING

OF THE 2ND RCM GOLF TOURNAMENT
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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OPENING PROGRAM 

Invocation by Past Pres. Boy Guevara

Ceremonial Tee-off led by
RCM President Raffy Alunan

Tee-off by RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman Lito Sibayan 
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Ceremonial Tee-off by RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President Willie Peliño

A posterity pose after the ceremonial tee-off by RCM President Raffy Alunan,
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman Lito Sibayan and President Willie Peliño
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Group photo before proceeding to the game proper
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
THE FLIGHTS 
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

AWARDING
OF WINNERS
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Frix Africa
Rtn. Joshua Aragon
PD Noy Benedicto
Johnson Chang
Anton Dator
Nando De Leon
Roberto David Guevara
Jenereal Hipolito
Chris Navaratte
Gerry Punzalan

Mel Riviera
Rtn. Shigeru Shimoda
Tim Talaue
Norman Paula Turingan
Noel Valdes
Enrico Vasquez  
Francis Stepanie Yuson
Jun Rey Royo
Joel Morata
Rey Anonuevo

Winners of ‘Gaz Lite’ Camping Griller

Winner of Restaurant Voucher (Raffles & Fairmont Makati)
Nino Abogado
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Winners of PhP 5,000.00 Cash Prize
(in no particular order)

Ralph Chong
Anthony Luis Guanzon
Rtn. Ricky Guevara
Paul Jacinto
Joseph Katigbak

Art Morado
PT Lito Sibayan
Dr. Michael Tan
Noel Tanglao
Anna Cureg

4 winners 
of PhP 6,000.00 Cash Prize

Rtn. Jop Esquivas
Mike Morales
Commodore Danilo Pizzaro
Felipe Bince III
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

3 winners of Gift Certificate (Taal Vista & Lanson Hotel)
DE Michael Albaña

Arnold Anorico
Martin Loanzon

Winner of Hotel Voucher (Raffles Makati)
Miguel Magsaysay
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

11 Winners of Hotel Voucher (Microtel)
Lilet Abuel
Jun Esperon
Sid Garcia
Joseph Gaytano
Tony Josue
Miguel Mendoza

Markku Nieminen
Jappy Pascual
Ricardo Sarmiento
Rtn. Caloy Serapio
Joaquin Antonio Soriano

MAJOR RAFFLE PRIZES

2 Winners of Office Chairs
Micah Sibayan (Herman Miller Aeron Chair)

Rtn. Miguel Lazaro (Herman Miller Sayl Office Chair)
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Winner of Jewelry prize from Jewelmer
Jun Esperon

Winner of PhP 100,000.00 Cash Prize
Rtn. Aldous Alingog

GRAND PRIZE WINNER OF LAMBRETTA MOTORBIKE
Star Rtn. Val Co
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Winner of Nearest to the Pin (Hole #2)
Jeff Ocampo

Winner of Longest Drive
Luis Castro

Winner of Most Accurate Drive (Hole #5)
Rey Anonuevo
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Winner of Longest Putt (Hole #18)
Stephanie Yuson

Winner of ‘Golf Mirror’
Jerome Hernandez
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

10 Winners of PhP 10,000.00 Cash Prize
(in no particular order)

DE Nagi Zeitouni
IA Nick Locsin
Incoming Treas. Mike Roxas
BLA Raoul Creencia
Perry Sidiangco

Honorio Poblador III
Andrew Paolo Ambatali
Anna Margarita Buenaventura
Leo Mendoza 
Richard Lirio

2 Winners of PhP 20,000.00 Cash Prize
Rico Dela Cruz
Jeff Ocampo
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

3 Winners of PhP 20,000.00 Cash Prize (Hole in One)
(in no particular order)

Rtn. Nico Valencia
Christian Felismino
Ted Villanueva

2 Winners of PhP 30,000.00 Cash Prize (Raffle Prize)
Dr. Michael Tan

Anna Cureg
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

3 Trophy Winners of Super Seniors Division
Danilo Pizzaro (2nd runner-up)

Carlos Ley (1st runner-up)
Jun Esperon (Champion)

Trophy Winner of Class C Division
(2nd Runner-up)
Ross Reyes

Trophy Winner of Class C Division
(1st Runner-up)

Jonathan Sim

(Note: Mr. Sim left early that’s why
he was not able to receive his trophy.)
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Trophy Winner of Class C Division (Champion)
Leo Mendoza

Trophy Winner of Class B Division (2nd Runner-up)
Martin Mapa

Trophy Winner of Class B Division (1st Runner-up)
Johnson Chang
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Trophy Winner of Class B Division (Champion)
Nino Abogado

Winners - Women’s Division
Micah Sibayan (2nd runner-up)

Marga Buenaventura (1st runner-up)
Stephanie Yuson (Champion)

Trophy Winner of Class A Division (2nd Runner-up)
Jerome Hernandez
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

Trophy Winner of Class A Division (1st Runner-up)
Yazaki Hayato

Trophy Winner of Overall Champion
Luis Castro

Trophy Winner of Class A Division (Champion)
Rtn. Micray Gonzalez
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

All trophy winners of the 2nd RCM Golf Tournament 2024
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DISTRICT ACTIVITY
District Assembly 2024 (DISTAS 2024)

“The Magic of Rotary”
SMX Convention, Pasay City | June 22, 2024 
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DISTRICT ACTIVITY
District Assembly 2024 (DISTAS 2024)

“The Magic of Rotary”
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DISTRICT ACTIVITY
District Assembly 2024 (DISTAS 2024)

“The Magic of Rotary”

RCM members who attended DISTAS
2024 were President-Elect Jujut
Enriquez, Director-Elect Mike Albaña,
Incoming Treasurer Mike Roxas,
Director-Elect Henry Go, and District
Governor-Elect Jackie Rodriguez.

June 27, 2024    |    Page 61



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter June 27, 2024    |    Page 62



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

DOMINGO M. GUEVARA, REDEEMING AN
INDUSTRIALIST: A PASSAGE FROM SOIL TO COIL

From the novel, TEARS OF SOLITUDE: Journey of Twin Sisters (682 pages manuscript done)

'FORGOTTEN' MAY BE A STRONG WORD FOR
someone whose ideals and deeds touched
the lives of many, yet understood by a few.
'Forgotten' may be a strong term for
someone, whose vision and acumen
provided livelihood in the tens of thousands
and countless more. Yet, when the tables are
turned, the exact case is forgotten: Filipinos
somehow forgot to honor a beautiful mind
that gave us a spark of imagination, life can
scarcely do without.

Prized and pride of his peers, he visualized in
graphic clarity an industrialized Philippines long
before the word 'industrialization' entered the
national psyche. Born and raised in colonial
Philippines, he grew up, seeing the teeming entry
of Chinese and Japanese migrants skimping for a
tiny living space in a country billed with "the
highest living standards in Asia." As the US
possession in the Pacific, the economic windfalls
were self-evident. There was so much money to
be made here. The needles pointed in that
direction: the compass couldn't be all wrong.
Colonial Philippines was the sailing point of
Chinese migrant workers, whose offsprings today
govern the controlling stakes of GNP. "Inggoy" to
his friends, Domingo Guevara first saw light in
the heart of Bicolandia on Saturday, 2 January
1909. The same year coinciding his birth saw the
introduction of the world's first washing machine
— a staple of home electronics today — by the
Hurley  Machine   Company  of  Chicago.  As  if  by

ominous co-incidence, his birth foresaw
his imprints on his country's electronics
industry. 

His birth was cradled in the gentle folds
of Iriga’s verdant landscapes, where the
seasons meld seamlessly, in a town
where the monsoon’s return whispered
through the lush canopy beneath the
majestic Mayon, a murmur of raindrops
patterning the broad leaves and the
distant thunder rolling like a slow drum
across the sky. This son of Camarines
Sur was rooted deeply in the soil of his
birthplace, growing under the shade of
family and the wide expanse of
sapphire skies, until the winds of
ambition beckoned him far from the
paddy fields of Pili to the burgeoning
city streets of Manila.
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DOMINGO M. GUEVARA, REDEEMING AN
INDUSTRIALIST: A PASSAGE FROM SOIL TO COIL

From the novel, TEARS OF SOLITUDE: Journey of Twin Sisters (682 pages manuscript done)

Barely in his teens, his temper met its
baptism of fire. An American doctor had the
audacity to move his fence way beyond his
perimeter, encroaching on the adjacent
property. When he learned the
transgression, his friends joined him to
confront his offending neighbor. But his
friends soon backed out upon learning that
Inggoy was pitted against an American. Left
alone and deserted, he confronted Dr.
Richmond,"I am warning you not to force me
to fight back; I'm prepared to fight! The teen
stood his ground. Many years later, when
two (2) Japanese soldiers attempted to extort
money by selling him radios they looted from
his other shop on Calle Raon, his mettle
locked horns, "Why should I pay you for
something that's mine? Embarrassed the
Imperial soldiers departed, leaving his radios
returned.

If your eyes grace my narratives, forget not
the microchips embedded in your MacPro or
iPhone. Yet the success of microchips is the
direct outcome of transistors and cathode
tubes on the circuit boards. In his early
twenties, Guevara's imprints were trolling on
the circuit boards where his hands toiled
copper coils wired together. His life journey
from genteel landowner found its mark: a
passage from soil to coil.

Manila, with its relentless pulse and chaotic
beauty, became the canvas upon which
Guevara painted his dreams. In 1935, from a
modest radio repair shop, he birthed a brand
name, marking the inception of a journey
that would thread through the fabric of
Philippine    industrial    history.     The   name 

“Radiowealth" was an offshoot in the rhythm
of times. When Manuel Quezon was sworn in
as president of the Commonwealth Republic,
it ignited a trend that was hard to resist.
Many businesses started using the name
"Commonwealth". Guevara's brainchild was
no exception: "Commonwealth Radio". Soon,
it became clear that the need to distinguish
itself from the rest was overwhelming. Since
then, "Radiowealth" was both as a household
term and a brand name, flourishing under
Guevara’s nurturing hand, a beacon of
innovation — a promise of what Filipino
ingenuity could achieve. It stood against the
backdrop of a country teetering on the cusp
of war and later martial law, a period that
draped shadows over his aspirations like the
heavy monsoon clouds that darkened
Manila's skyline.

Through the decades, as the city heaved with
the growing pains of independence and
identity, Guevara's ventures mirrored this
struggle. The rise of Radiowealth, from
radios to a pantheon of home appliances,
was a testament to resilience, echoing the
persistent hum of Manila's heart. Yet, there
was also the quiet tragedy of the Sakbayan —
his vision of a vehicle entirely conceived by
Filipino minds and hands. Though the
Sakbayan might be bare and basic, it was a
moving object in kinetics on the roads,
decades before Korean's Hyundai, Malaysia's
Proton Saga, China's BYD, Vietnam's Vinfast
and India's Mahindra were still in blueprints
on the drawing board. In sum, Guevara was
the visionary, but sadly for non-Filipinos. He
knew in his heart, that only an industrialized
Philippines,   with    manufacturing    on    the 
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DOMINGO M. GUEVARA, REDEEMING AN
INDUSTRIALIST: A PASSAGE FROM SOIL TO COIL

From the novel, TEARS OF SOLITUDE: Journey of Twin Sisters (682 pages manuscript done)

frontlines could command dignity and
respect within the family of nations. It was a
dream that bloomed like the brief and
brilliant flame of an orchid in the rainy
season, luminous against the Hagabat storm
yet ultimately fleeting.

On Tuesday, 10 November 1971, Guevara
was elected to represent his region to the
1971 Constitutional Convention, yet he was
no politician. But he felt he had little choice.
With laws stacked against Filipino
entrepreneurs, the framing of a new
Constitution could result in prioritizing local
industries — just as foreign countries protect
their own skin. Among other economic
provisions, he fought for: a) banning of
luxury goods importation; b) tax exemptions
for foreign loans; c) prohibition of raw
material exports such as iron, copper and
aluminum ores, and d) reducing public
holidays. But what bedeviled him the most
was the behavioral infraction of his fellow
delegates. Rampant absenteeism and
notorious tardiness were costly. A committee
deliberation calendared for 9 am would be
held at 2 pm for lack of quorum — assuming
there would be no walking out. But there was
a glaring exception; absolute punctuality in
collecting one's salary, and when one is
scheduled to deliver a speech. He wondered
aloud whether non-punctuality can be
criminalized? Politicians did not quite get him
right that in business, time is money. He
ditched the idea, imagining the guilty party
will show up late anyway in reporting to
prison. As for discipline, he was equally
ruthless. It started at home, not imposed
from above.  His children who inherited DMG 

companies reported at factories and
warehouses, toiling grits and grease, and
initiating a bond with the lowest co-worker.
An hour late meant salary cuts, a method of
instilling the rigors of discipline and
punctuality. Recalling that politicians were
non-punctual with time appointment, they
were all the more stark with non-payment.
Two Philippine president never paid him for
goods delivered. When asked to pay up for
helicopter rentals, Ferdinand Marcos kept
saying, "tomorrow." When Imelda Marcos
ordered the installation of computer
mainframe in her office, the same gripe
pounded him. Somehow he had to cover it
from his pocket to his supplier and creditor.
Dealing with non-paying clients, he was
strongly allergic to doing business with the
Government. He might as well be a lawyer
offering his services pro bono. Instead, the
revered businessman found himself in the
thick of deals: puro abono.

As Guevara roamed the streets of
Mandaluyong, transforming it into a hub of
light industry, his path often crossed with the
city's lesser-seen residents. Sparrows, locally
known as "maya" bird flitted through the
open windows of his factories, their cheerful
chirping a stark contrast to the whir of
machinery. In quieter moments, he would
watch these small heralds of nature weave
through the air, a reminder of the delicate
balance between man's creations and the
natural world.     

His priorities were even more pronounced.
When tempted to buy consumer goods, he
would first  create a business  that will in turn 
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buy those goods. He made his wife and
children wait before they had their own
sprawling house in San Juan, though he had
the money all the while. Simply because he
wanted to buy from the profits instead of
buying from the principal. As a result, both
the principal and the house stayed under
his name. In his mind, life need not be a
zero-sum game when you can have both.

In the December 1969 issue of Reader's
Digest, DMG firms were identified as
"attuned to the needs of a growing nation."
Guevara was pinpointed as "a self-made
industrialist" rising to the helm through
"sheer business ingenuity," inspite the
consecutive aftermath of the Second World
War, Korean War and Vietnam War. In 1954
barely after its reconstruction, Radiowealth
was cited as "The electronic firm of the
year," manufacturing a complete line of
home electronics from radios, electric fans,
color televisions, stereos, electronic organs,
refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners and
laundry machines. And mind you. That was
1954 when today's Sony, Panasonic, Toshiba
and Matsushita were his pliant students.

The narrative of Domingo Guevara is woven
with threads of hope and melancholy — of
grand visions often dimmed by the
turbulent storms of external forces. His
legacy, etched in the corridors of industry
and the streets named in his honor, speaks
of both the triumphs and trials of a man
whose  heart beat in sync with the  rhythmic 

lashings of rain on nipa huts, whose dreams
soared as high as the Philippine eagle, and
whose spirit was as indomitable as the
storm of monsoon season itself. 

Three (3) consecutive Philippine presidents,
Carlos Garcia, Diodado Macapagal and
Ferdinand Marcos personally awarded
Guevara as "industrialist of the year." The
first Filipino automative manufacturer was
distributing 70,000 (Volkswagen and
Sakbayan) cars per year and the undisputed
leader in home electronics, Guevara was
well within his sights to usher the gateway
of Philippine industrialization. Sadly, politics
intervened to the detriment of the nation.
Buy-in offers of shares were made without
payment. Resistance would mean outright
retaliation; government banks squeezed
financing, BIR recalculated taxes by adding
more zero digits, Customs levied higher
tariffs and Mayor's permits were nowhere
renewed for the flimsiest reason, or no
reason. For Marcos kleptocrats, DMG was
the prized loot; it symbolized the green lane
to industrialization. With martial law
enforced, the sinister hands of theft were
untied. His companies were seized, falling
like houses of cards. With DMG companies
slipping from his hands, Guevara was no
longer half the shell he once knew. He was
dead accurate about industrialization;
Philippine neighbors were dead right about
following him; but Filipinos were dead
wrong about both.
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The cycle of life returns to whence it came, when death ends,
begetting where life begins. Battered and blued, his dreams refused
to cave in. His ability to emerge from the bruises of depravity and
from the wounds of despair was exceptional — more to others than
to himself. The country's economic history is indeed a better place,
forever enriched with his presence in the tunnels of time.
Throughout his struggles from zero to hero, as his credo battles
Nero, his spirit neither flinched nor faltered — much like the
flickering light of a midnight candle in the wind. In the end, his
mettle had the last word.

He was unvanquished.

VEE DAVID
Prisoner of Literature
Writer-by-the-sea
Sunday, 23 June 2024
Miyazaki, Japan
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FELLOWSHIP

Gathering of Incoming
Membership Committee Members

Dinner meet-up with incoming Membership Committee members at PVP Fausto
Preysler’s residence on June 20, 2024
From left: PD Art Lopez, PE Jujut Enriquez, Rtn. Anton Mauricio, CP Susing Pineda, 
PVP Fausto Preysler, and PT Lito Sibayan
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