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Participating in team sports imparts important life lessons. It instills discipline and
responsibility, as team members are expected to attend regular practice, adhere to
specific rules, and be accountable for one’s actions. Team players also learn to lead by
example and follow directions, understanding when to take charge and when to
support others – thus underscoring the importance of leadership and followership.
Finally, engaging in team sports encourages respect for teammates, opponents, and
officials, promoting fair pay and ethical behavior. 

Kabalita

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

MR. EARL TIMOTHY CONE 
Coach of National Team Gilas

Head Coach, PBA
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42nd Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 13 June 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Athlete of the Year Awarding Ceremony

    To lead the awarding ceremony

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
        

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time 

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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June 7      Rtn. John Cenica
                  Rtn. Jeric Jucaban
June 8      Rtn. Lutz Kunack
June 11    Rtn. Citos Manalaysay
June 12    Rtn. Raf Dionisio 
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker 1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
EARL TIMOTHY “Tim” CONE
Coach of National Team Gilas

Head Coach, PBA

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment
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42nd Weekly Membership Meeting
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EARL TIMOTHY CONE 
Professional Basketball Coach 

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

Cone was born in the United States and grew up in Oregon. He moved to the Philippines
when he was nine years old after his father came to the country to work in the logging
industry. Cone studied in a public elementary school in Baler, Aurora and later moved to the
International School Manila. 

Cone returned to the United States when he was 18 years old to study at Menlo College in
California and the George Washington University in Washington D.C. After graduating from
college, Cone worked in a bank in San Francisco before returning to the Philippines at age 24. 

COACHING CAREER

Alaska Milk (1989–2011) 
In 1989, Cone took over as the coach of the Alaska Air Force with players such as the famed
Bruise Brothers duo of Yoyoy Villamin and Ricky Relosa, and Abet Guidaben. A year later,
Cone led the Air Force to the finals of the 1990 PBA Third Conference. Alaska blew a 2–0 lead
in the best-of-five series to suffer one of the biggest collapses in PBA history, losing to
Purefoods in five games.

Cone was barred from coaching in the 1991 PBA All-Filipino Conference due to a February
1990 case filed by the Basketball Coaches Association of the Philippines questioning the alien
employment permit given to Cone by the Department of Labor and Employment. The
group's complaints stemmed from Article 40 of the Labor Code that only allows the hiring of
a foreigner only after determining that no Philippine resident is competent, able, and willing
to perform services at the time of application. The Supreme Court of the Philippines ruled
against General Milling Corporation, Cone's corporate employer, in April 1991. He was
temporarily replaced that time by assistant coach Chot Reyes. Cone was able to return to
PBA coaching when he gained permanent resident status after his August 1991 marriage to
Filipina girlfriend Cristina Viaplana. 

EARL TIMOTHY CONE (born December 14, 1957) is an
American professional basketball coach who is the head
coach of Barangay Ginebra San Miguel in the Philippine
Basketball Association (PBA). He is the most accomplished
coach in PBA history with twenty-five (25) titles including
two (2) Grand Slams, five (5) Coach of the Year awards, and
the winningest coach of the League, tallying more than a
thousand (1,000) games won.
Cone was a proponent of the triangle offense.
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Tim Cone in 1996 All-Filipino Cup Finals

Cone and Alaska won their first championship
by defeating Ginebra San Miguel in the 1991
Third Conference. That team was led by Jojo
Lastimosa, Eugene Quilban and Bong Alvarez.

After several struggles, Cone's team would have
a strong group of locals Lastimosa, Johnny
Abarrientos, Bong Hawkins, Jeffrey Cariaso and
Poch Juinio, while having import Sean Chambers
for the Milkmen. From 1994 to 1998, the
Milkmen won eight titles in 14 conferences
during the stretch. The highlight of that run,
though, would come in the 1996 season when
Alaska won the coveted PBA Grand Slam,
becoming the third franchise and the fourth
team to win a Grand Slam in the history of the
league.

While Alaska continued to dominate by adding
Kenneth Duremdes in 1997. Duremdes, playing
a limited role with the Pop Cola franchise, rose
up to the occasion in 1998 under Cone's
tutelage, winning the PBA Most Valuable Player
Award at 24 years of age. That year, Cone was
hired as the coach of the Philippine Centennial
Team led by Duremdes, Abarrientos, Lastimosa,
three players on Cone's Alaska team, and PBA
stars Alvin Patrimonio, Marlou Aquino, Vergel
Meneses and Allan Caidic. That team won a
bronze medal in the 1998 Asian Games in
Bangkok, Thailand.

Alaska won the 2000 All-Filipino Cup, but
afterwards, the team faced rebuilding and
traded away several remnants of the old Alaska.
Cone, however, would lead the young team of
John Arigo and Ali Peek to runner-up finishes in
the 2002 Governors' and All-Filipino Cup. A year
later, the Aces added UAAP star Mike Cortez and
Brandon Cablay, leading Alaska to the 2003 PBA
Invitational Cup championship, Cone's 11th title.

On July 17, 2006, Manila Standard reported
that after his 17 years of service, Alaska is
set to terminate Cone depending on a
meeting between both parties after Cone's
contract with the Aces expired on July 15.
Rumors also speculated that his
replacement will be his former assistant,
former National team mentor Chot Reyes,
with Cone staying on as team consultant.

However, a day later, the Aces' official
website reported that Cone has agreed to a
new deal to stay on as the team's head
coach for the 2006–07 PBA season. Terms
of the contract were not disclosed.

PUREFOODS (2011–2015) 

On September 1, 2011, Alaska team owner
Wilfred Uytengsu announced that it has
"released Tim Cone as head coach of the
Alaska Aces" after his 22 years of service for
the Alaska Aces. Uytengsu remarked that
Cone requested to be released a week
earlier. Cone was quick to deny in a press
conference that he is set to coach B-Meg
Llamados, another PBA team.

On September 14, 2011, Tim Cone was at
the B-Meg Llamados practice that day and
was introduced as the new head coach. He
tapped former Alaska players Johnny
Abarrientos and Jeffrey Cariaso as assistant
coaches. The two new assistant coaches
were joined by current assistant coach Koy
Banal. 

On May 6, 2012, the Llamados won the
2012 PBA Commissioner's Cup
championship 4–3 over defending
champion Talk 'N Text Tropang Texters.
This was Cone's 14th title, and his first with
B-Meg. 
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On October 25, 2013, the Llamados, under
Cone's tutelage, won the PBA Governors' Cup
championship, after beating Petron Blaze
Boosters. By winning the season-ending best-of-
seven series 4–3, the former Purefoods ballclub
won its second championship over the last five
conferences and more importantly the 15th
career title for Cone, putting the veteran coach
in the company of the great Baby Dalupan at the
top of the all-time list. 

On February 26, 2014, Cone won his 16th PBA
title as he guided the Mixers to their 11th title
against the Rain or Shine Elasto Painters. They
beat the E-Painters in six games. With this win,
he broke legendary Baby Dalupan's record. On
May 15, 2014, San Mig Coffee Mixers beat the
Talk N' Text Tropang Texters in Game 4 of a
best-of-five series, where San Mig earned the
chance to capture the rare Grand Slam. This
championship gave Tim Cone his 17th PBA title.
He clinched his 18th title, and again made
history by being the first mentor to win two
Grand Slams after he steered San Mig Coffee to
become Grand Slam Champions while
accomplishing four straight championships and
grabbing the 2014 Governor's Cup title.

BARANGAY GINEBRA SAN MIGUEL 
(2015–present) 

Cone while coaching Barangay Ginebra in 2015.

On July 20, 2015, San Miguel Corporation
president Ramon Ang confirmed the
appointment of Cone as the new head coach of
Barangay Ginebra San Miguel. The reassignment
of Cone will seek to end the curse of Ginebra
which last won in the 2008 Fiesta Conference.

On October 4, 2016, Cone led Brgy. Ginebra to
its first Finals appearance since 2013. Ginebra
defeated sister team San Miguel Beermen in a
do-or-die  Game 5, 117–92.  Ginebra  went  on to  

face the Meralco Bolts in the Finals and
winning in six games (4–2), giving the team
its first championship after 8 years of
drought. Cone later led Ginebra to six more
championships.

On November 18, 2022, he recorded his
1000th win, the most wins for a PBA coach. 

NATIONAL TEAM

Cone has led the Philippine men's national
basketball team as its head coach. He
guided the Philippine Centennial Team to a
bronze medal at the 1998 Asian Games.
Prior to that, the national team under
Cone's watch had a training camp in the
U.S. and won the 1998 William Jones Cup.
In September 2019, he was appointed head
coach of the national team again for the
2019 Southeast Asian Games following the
resignation of Yeng Guiao following the
Philippines' poor performance in the 2019
FIBA Basketball World Cup. 

Cone was appointed to coach the national
team for the 2023 Asian Games after Chot
Reyes stepped down shortly following the
2023 FIBA Basketball World Cup. Despite
taking over on short notice, Cone was able
to lead the team to a gold medal finish in
the continental competition, their first since
the 1962 Asian Games. 

PERSONAL LIFE

Cone is married to Cristina Viaplana, a
Filipina, sister of former La Salle Green
Archer Eddie Viaplana. They have been
married since August 1991 after dating for
seven years. Cone's daughter works in the
United States as of 2019. He can also speak
Tagalog, although he prefers to speak in
English in press conferences.
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LIST OF PBA CHAMPIONSHIPS

25× PBA champion, 38× Finals appearances in Alaska Franchise:
1991 Third Conference
1994 Governors'
1995 Governors'
1996 All-Filipino
1996 Commissioner's
1996 Governors'
1997 Governors'
1998 All-Filipino
1998 Commissioner's
2000 All-Filipino
2003 Invitational
2007 Fiesta
2010 Fiesta

in Purefoods Franchise (5):
2012 Commissioner's
2013 Governors'
2013–14 Philippine
2014 Commissioner's
2014 Governors'

in Barangay Ginebra San Miguel (7):
2016 Governors'
2017 Governors'
2018 PBA Commissioner's
2019 Governors'
2020 Philippine
2021 Governors'
2022–23 Commissioner's
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During last week’s weekly membership meeting, I had the opportunity to sit beside PE Jujut
and was able to talk to him on his upcoming role as Club President. I can see that he is
upbeat and confident that the incoming Board will do well in preserving the legacy and
pursuing the institutional projects of the Club. For this to happen, the incoming Board must
hit the ground running, and this is what PE Jujut intends to do. With the incoming President’s
can-do attitude and enthusiasm, which hopefully will be supported and complemented by
the other elected members of the Board, the next Rotary year could be another eventful era
for RCM.

Team Gilas Pilipinas will be honored by RCM today, with the conferment of the “Athlete of
the Year” award. The Team has clinched the gold in the Asian Games, which indeed is an
amazing feat. The country’s participation in international basketball competitions is an
exciting story. It will be recalled that the Philippines first participated in international
basketball in the Far Eastern Championship Games in 1913, where it defeated China. It was
the first international game in Asia. The Philippines would eventually win all but one (1921)
championship until 1934. 

The 2nd RCM Cup spearheaded by RC Manila Foundation, Inc. is just around the corner. After
the successful holding of the inaugural tournament last year, RCM golfers are again excited
to participate in this thoughtfully organized golf event for a cause. Kudos to RCMFI Chairman
Lito Sibayan, Pres. Willie Pelino and the team who have untiringly worked to put together this
project, which is now turning to be a signature annual fund-raising activity of RCM and
RCMFI.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
Random Musings

Rotary is an organization of leaders. The Rotary Club of
Manila, Asia’s First, continues to be composed of a
group of amazing individuals with proven leadership
acumen. We have, among others, former department
secretaries, undersecretaries, bankers, business
leaders, and local government executives in our midst.
Truly, RCM could easily elect a group of leaders who
will, with a deep sense of responsibility and dedication,
compose the Board and work to be an active policy-
making body. Next month, with the advent of a new
Rotary Year, the elected Board led by PE Jujut will begin
to take on the huge task of leading our Club.
Godspeed, PE Jujut and Board!
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

Steering the efficient flow of the week’s program as Moderator was Dir. Albert
“Hans” C. Palacios. He began by greeting everyone and inviting them all

to be seated to allow the meeting to officially commence. 
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41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st

June 13, 2024    |    Page 10



CALL TO ORDER

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 41st weekly
membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION
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During the invocation prayer led by BLA Raoul Creencia, all Rotarians and guests
paused for a deep and reflective moment. The atmosphere was one of unity and
reverence, as everyone joined in collective thought and invocation of the divine.

41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect
as they sang the Philippine National Anthem.

ROTARY HYMN
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The resounding and meaningful Hymn of Asia’s First Club
once again filled the venue.

41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st
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The recitation of the Four-Way Test was led by Treas. Paul Joseph “PJ” M. Garcia,
which provided a timely reminder for all Rotarians to lead and live

by this time-honored mantra.

FOUR-WAY TEST
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WELCOME SONG

RCM’s unique welcome song for all the attending guests
was sang by the World Famous RCM Music Chorale.

41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st
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President Raffy Alunan requested the RCM members to give a standing ovation to VP Reggie Yu,
for a job well done as Chairman of the Committee which successfully organized the recently
concluded RCM’s 105th Anniversary celebration, held on June 1, 2024, at the Manila Hotel.

In addition, Pres. Raffy presented his documentary video, entitled “Tagaligtas,” which featured
Mayor Benjie Magalong when he was still an officer of the elite Special Task Force, detailing how
he (Mayor Magalong and his men) prevented the jailbreak of over 100 Abu Sayyaf prisoners from
their maximum-security prison in Camp Bagong Diwa.
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st

As Mayor Magalong’s classmate in the Philippine Military Academy, Rtn. Crispiniano
“Cris” G. Acosta  was the perfect choice to introduce the guest of honor and speaker.
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SPEECH OF THE GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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Mayor Benjamin “Benjie” B. Magalong delivered an eye-opening and insightful talk.
He sounded the clarion call for everyone’s active involvement in promoting

good and responsible governance.

41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st

OPEN FORUM 

Mayor Benjie Magalong
warmly and candidly responded
to the questions of the following
(below photos from left):  
PP Domingo “Boy” Guevara,
DGE Joaquin “Jackie”
Rodriguez Sr., PD Beda
Fajardo, and PDG Roberto
“Obet” Pagdanganan.
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RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation and other tokens were presented to Mayor Benjamin “Benjie”
Magalong by DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez and Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III, which
was witnessed by Rtn. Crispiniano “Cris” G. Acosta, Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios Sr., Treas.
Paul Joseph “PJ” M. Garcia, and BLA Raoul C. Creencia.
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Capping a successful and well-attended meeting, Pres. Raffy
sounded the bell to officially adjourn the same.

41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st

ADJOURNMENT
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FELLOWSHIP
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FELLOWSHIP
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41     WEEKLY MEMBERSHP MEETING
June 6, 2024

st



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of June 12, 2024)

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Meeting to Discuss RCM Website
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Incoming Secretary Aries Balanay and Incoming Treasurer Mike Roxas met with Digitization
Chairman Inov Talusan and Onstrike Library Solutions (OLS) representatives to discuss the
RCM website. Present from OLS Corporation were President Jerwyn Fernandez and Mr. Ram
Migrino. The meeting was held last Monday, June 10, 2024, at 10 AM via Zoom.
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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FELLOWSHIP
First Friday Mass

The First Friday Novena Mass was held last Friday, June 7, 2024 via Zoom. It was presided
over by Rev. Fr. Paulo Prigol, a Scalabrinian Missionary. Present were PP Boy Guevara
(Commentator), VP Reggie Yu (Pre-Intercessory Prayer), Rtn. Bertel Bertelesen (First
Reading and Responsorial Psalm), PDG Alex Cureg (Second Reading), Dir. Hans Palacios
(Prayer of the Faithful), Rtn. Emman Dela (Act of Spiritual Communion), STAR Rtn. Chris
Bello (Our Prayer of Humble Faith and Hope), Rtn. Caloy Serapio (Novena Prayer to our
Sacred Heart of Jesus), IA Nick Locsin, PT Chito Tagaysay, AS Rami Chahwan, and STAR Rtn.
Manny Almelor. 
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