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Transparency in governance, urban renewal, and environmental sustainability are some
of the notable pursuits of an effective leader. Specific to local government chief
executives, such principled mindset is indeed helpful, if not indispensable. Thankfully,
we have a few of them in our midst who serve as an inspiration not only to other
leaders, and more importantly, to their constituents. They have the integrity and
principled determination to serve and pursue meaningful reforms. They have a clear
vision for the community’s future, encourage and implement innovative solutions, and
develop strategic plans to achieve long-term goals. To be sure, our country needs more
of this breed of leaders.

Kabalita

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

Hon. Benjamin “Benjie” B. Magalong
Mayor, City of Baguio
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41st Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 06 June 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Athlete of the Year Awarding Ceremony

    To lead the awarding ceremony

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
        

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time 

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. FRANCISCO “Paco” D. MAGSAYSAY

DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

DGE JOAQUIN “Jackie” C. RODRIGUEZ, SR.

DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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May 28             PD John Cutter
June 6               Rtn. Joey Sarasola 
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker 1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

RTN. CRISPINIANO “Cris” G. ACOSTA

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
Hon. Benjamin “Benjie” B. Magalong

Mayor, City of Baguio

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment
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If there is, the magic is most likely powered by volunteerism, the same animating spirit that
has helped propel the Rotary Club of Manila to reach 105 years old. This is the kind of magic
that engendered the RCM’s longevity, leadership, and legacy.

The magical sense of volunteerism of the members must be complemented by the
inspiration infused by the leaders of the Club. Indeed, leadership plays a huge role in
enabling an organization to meet its goals and objectives. For RCM, it is not just the
leadership qualities of the President, but the collective leadership abilities and mindset of the
elected members of the Board.

Leadership, as we all know, is a multifaceted concept that encompasses the ability to inspire,
guide, and influence others towards achieving a common goal. It involves not just holding or
occupying a position of authority, but also possessing the qualities and skills necessary to
motivate and manage people effectively.

Specific to the Rotary Club of Manila, it may be good to ask: what exactly is the leadership
style suited and needed to effectively make Asia’s First Club continue to grow and glow
through memorable fellowships and meaningful service projects?  How do we rally the
troops, as they say?

At its essence, leadership is all about setting a vision, communicating it clearly, and inspiring
others to commit to that vision. As the hope-creating year is about to come to an end, and as
we are about to unfold The Magic of Rotary, it is good to see that the incoming RCM Board
led by PE Jujut Enriquez is already seriously preparing to cast a magical spell that will enable
the Club to soar and score big – not only in terms of life-changing projects, but also in terms
of improving the over-all health of the organization.

This Rotary year has taught us that we can indeed create hope in the world. With this
foundation, we can certainly believe in and cast our own magic, the spellbinding kind that
can only spring from the deepest recesses of a true Rotarian’s heart. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
Got to believe in Magic!

July 1 is fast approaching. A little over three weeks
from now, we will be unveiling a brand new Rotary
year. Rotary International President-elect Stephanie
Urchick has already announced that the 2024-25
presidential theme is “The Magic of Rotary”. She also
called on Rotarians around the world to recognize and
amplify the organization’s power to save lives.

What is the magic of Rotary? How does a Club manage
to survive and sustain itself despite the headwinds and
challenges? How does a Club continue to be an
effective and inspiring tool for service to communities?
Is there a magic behind all these?
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PROGRAM HOSTS

INVOCATION 

The anniversary program was hosted by a pair of emcees,
PD Issam Eldebs and guest emcee Zarri Gizelle. 

Setting the tone of the magical evening, former DTI Undersecretary Rtn.
Abulgani "Gani" M. Macatoman led the recitation of a universal prayer.
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105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang the
Philippine National Anthem, which was led by the RCM World Famous Chorale.

ROTARY HYMN
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105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth

The singing of the RCM Hymn acquired more meaning, with its music and lyrics
filling the venue as the Club celebrates its 105th year of service.
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The evening was at once energized with an opening number featuring Filipino
traditional dances with a modern twist, featuring exciting acrobatic moves.  

OPENING PRODUCTION NUMBER

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GUESTS

Club Secretary Edwin H. Hernandez acknowledged the VIPs,
foreign and local Rotary dignitaries, and special guests who

attended the 105th anniversary celebration.

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth
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Rodolfo "Rudy" P. Bediones (Past District Governor 2018-2019 and
RCM Past President 2013-2014) delivered the Welcome Remarks.
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WELCOME REMARKS

RCM AVP HIGHLIGHTS

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth
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Past District Governor (2015-2016) and RCM Past President (2012-2013) Roberto
"Obet" M. Pagdanganan shared his views as RCM celebrates a momentous

anniversary. He said: "It is our obligation to set examples for others, just as we learn
from them too." He further remarked: "Let it be our mission to improve our ways,

ever mindful of our core values, principles, cultures, and traditions."

MESSAGES FROM PAST DISTRICT GOVERNORS
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Vicente "Vince" J. Carlos (Past District Governor 1990-1991, RCM Past President 1982-1983,
and former Tourism Secretary) spoke about the club's history and expressed optimism for its
future. "The Rotary Club of Manila is steeped in tradition, guided by its core values of service,

fellowship, integrity, and respect for authority," he declared.

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth
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District 3810 Governor Lilian "Lai" H. dela Cruz praised the Rotary
Club of Manila’s enduring role as a leader and beacon in the district. "For
more than a century," she said, "RCM members have provided impactful
service projects to the needy with collaboration from different entities."
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MESSAGES FROM GUESTS

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth

Sr. Martha A. Gamolo, D.C., Administrator of the Hospicio de San Jose,
expressed her gratitude for "the assistance and support of the Rotary
Club of Manila" over the years.
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105 years of Rotary Service in the Philippines and in Asia certainly deserves a
Celebratory Toast, which was led by PP Boy Guevara, who was joined by the

Club’s past presidents who attended the event.
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PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE/CELEBRATORY TOAST

SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY THE HOPE CREATING PRESIDENTS

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth
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SONG NUMBER BY THE RCM WORLD FAMOUS MUSIC CHORALE:
“Tagumpay Nating Lahat”

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth

CLOSING REMARKS

RCM President Rafael "Raffy" M. Alunan III inspired the audience with his call to action. "As we look
to the future," he said, "let us carry forward the spirit of Rotary with renewed vigor and commitment.

Together, let us light the path of service, compassion, and leadership for future generations."
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FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

105     ANNIVERSARY DINNER | 40    WMM
June 1, 2024

thth thth
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Closing Remarks
President Rafael Alunan III

Fellow Rotarians, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we - meaning all of the Rotary Clubs in Asia
gathered here tonight - draw the curtain on
OUR 105th birthday, I’d like to thank on behalf
of RCM: 

Our generous sponsors 

PAL, Palawan Pawnshop, Eternal Gardens,
Jason Ong, Ralph's Wines, RCM member
Manny Dy,  RC Kowloon East led by President
Chung, RC Taipei, RC Singapore, and District
Gov 3810 Lai de la Cruz; RCM member Ricky
Yap, Manila Hotel President Joey Lina

3830 District Governor Jay Tambunting and
District 3810 Officers;

our Past Rotary International Directors
Raffy Garcia and Guilller

our Past District Governors and Past
Presidents;

esteemed officers and members of our
sister, daughter and Rotaract clubs;  

The Manila Hotel staff;

Event Chair VP Reginald Yu, the RCM
Secretariat and the event organizer;

the various media organizations of RCM
member Edgard Cabangon;

emcees RCM PD Issam Eldebs and Risa and
tonight's entertainers;

my fellow Hope Creating Presidents from
D3810;

and, last but not least,

      our beloved spouses, family members, and 
      friends of RCM,

for contributing to the success of RCM’s
modest but meaningful 105th benefit dinner.
RCMers kindly stand to show our heartfelt
appreciation by joining me in putting our
hands together to give them a standing
ovation. 
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We just commemorated 105 years of
unwavering dedication to service, and
celebrated the enduring bonds of
fellowship that unite us across Asia and the
Philippines.

Our journey, from the inception as the first
Rotary club in Asia, has been marked by
countless acts of kindness, leadership, and
community building. 

Your valued presence here today
underscores the far-reaching impact and
shared values that define Rotary’s mission
globally. 

Be it together or separately, we built
bridges, nurtured communities, and created
a legacy of positive change in our world.

To our distinguished guests from our sister
clubs, daughter clubs, and District clubs,
your participation enriched our celebration
and reaffirmed the solidarity and
camaraderie that Rotary fosters. 

Your well-documented stories of service,
challenges, and triumphs inspire us all and
highlight the collective strength we possess
when united by a common purpose.

May the lessons learned and friendships
forged during this celebration propel us
toward even greater achievements in
service above self. 

As we look to the future, let us carry
forward the spirit of Rotary with renewed
vigor and commitment. Together, let us
continue to light the path of service,
compassion, and leadership for the
generations to come.

Here are some famous quotes that can serve as
inspiring food for thought for the Rotary Club of
Manila's 105th anniversary:

1. The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others."** – Mahatma
Gandhi

2. "We make a living by what we get, but we make
a life by what we give." – Winston Churchill

3. "Alone we can do so little; together we can do
so much." – Helen Keller

4. "The greatest good you can do for another is
not just share your riches, but reveal to them
their own." – Benjamin Disraeli

5. "What we do for ourselves dies with us. What
we do for others and the world remains and is
immortal." – Albert Pike

6. "Only a life lived for others is a life
worthwhile." – Albert Einstein

7. "The smallest act of kindness is worth more
than the grandest intention." – Oscar Wilde

These quotes celebrate the spirit of service,
community, and making a positive impact,
resonating well with the values and mission of
the Rotary Club of Manila as they
commemorate their 105 years of service.

I will end with a toast. Please rise and raise your
glasses. Here's to the next century of RCM’s
extraordinary contribution to society. Cheers!

Thank you for making this anniversary a
remarkable success as we wish our fellow
Rotarians who traveled to Manila a safe journey
home. Mabuhay!
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June 4, 2024
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NEWS CLIPPINGS
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of May 29, 2024)
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

June 6, 2024    |    Page 29



Inaugural Meeting Planning Session
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Meeting to plan for the Inaugural Meeting at China
Blue, Conrad Manila on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, from 12
noon to 2 PM. Present were PE Jujut Enriquez, VP
Reggie Yu, DE/Dir. Mike Albaña (host of the meeting),
and IS Aries Balanay. Also present were ES Lhea
Lozano and Anna Kun Toledo (consultant).
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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 Delegates from the Rotary Club of Taipei
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

VP Reggie Yu receiving the delegation of RC Taipei at the airport
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 Delegates from RC Kowloon East, Taipei,
Guam, and Singapore Enjoy

Get-Together with RC Manila Hosts
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

On Friday, May 31, 2024, delegates from the Rotary Clubs of Kowloon East, Taipei, Guam,
and Singapore enjoyed a casual get-together with RC Manila hosts, led by VP Reggie Yu
and IA Nick Locsin, before proceeding to the welcome dinner at SOUV in BGC.
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 Welcome Dinner at SOUV in BGC
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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 Welcome Dinner at SOUV in BGC
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RI CONVENTION SINGAPORE
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May 26 - 29, 2024

Additional photos



May 26 - 29, 2024
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RI CONVENTION SINGAPORE
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Additional photos
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RECOGNITION CORNER
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RECOGNITION CORNER
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