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Kabalita

An organization that has
built an endearing and
enduring legacy for 105
years clearly ceases to be a
casual  aggrupation  of
service-inspired individuals.
It indubitably becomes a
durable and history-laden
institution. Such is the
Rotary Club of Manila, Asia’s
first beacon of Rotary values
and channel of meaningful
service projects. The Club
has served as the
foundation and impetus for
Rotary’s phenomenal
growth in the country, and
in this part of the world.
With this cherished history
and legacy, RCM carries the
huge responsibility and
challenge to continue to
model the way, soar to even
greater heights, and
continue to conscientiously
perform its role as a leader
and trailblazer.

< www.rcmanila.org >




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Gala Dinner Program

Editor's Note

39th Weekly Membership Meeting: A Recap

Club Administration
RCManila Foundation, Inc.
2nd RCM Golf Cup
International Relations

Rl Convention Singapore
News Clipping

Recognition Corner

Board of Directors and Executive Officers for
RY 2023-2024 | Editorial Board for RY 2023-2024



oty
Rotary {3



EDITOR'S NOTE

RCM & BALITA's 105th and 104th Anniversaries!

For someone to belong to the oldest Rotary Club not just in
the Philippines, but the whole of Asia, is indeed an honor.
But doubling that sense of fulfillment is being able to serve
as Editor-in-Chief of perhaps the country’s oldest internal
newsletter - our very own BALITA.

Yes, as we celebrate RCM's 105th Anniversary today, we also
joyfully note the legacy and longevity of the country’s longest
running club newsletter. BALITA has been RCM's internal
newsletter since 1920-1921 when RCM started the
publication of the first fortnightly issue. Except during the
Japanese occupation, our Club newsletter was published
without fail; and through the years, its continued publication

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

was entrusted to a duly appointed group of Manila Rotarians who, with passion and dedication,
kept the newsletter alive. Each of the 4,010 weekly publications, (including a few special editions)

very much testifies to this fact.

Since 1920, BALITA has served its readers
and has catered to each member's need
(and right) to be informed and updated.

Since 1920, the men who served in the
Editorial Board have steadfastly
endeavored to make BALITA a source not
just of Club information, but of inspiration;
a repository not just of updates, but of
uplifting articles.

Since 1920, BALITA's relevance and utility
have not waned, and has maintained its
status as a reliable companion in every
Manila Rotarian’s journey of service above
self.

BALITA’'s enduring presence is, to be sure,
no accident. It continues to be an integral
part of a cherished institution that is the
Rotary Club of Manila. Each publication of
this newsletter has devotedly chronicled
RCM's rich  history - showcasing
milestones, meetings, members’
achievements, project implementations,
social gatherings, fellowship activities, and
informative articles, among others.

Last week, | wrote that the Rotary Club of
Manila is fascinating because, although it is
not a duly organized and formally registered
corporate entity, it did not affect RCM’s ability
to survive and flourish throughout its
centennial and continuing existence - buoyed
and fueled solely by the inspired work of great
men who have graced its membership roll.

The same can be said about BALITA. This
newsletter of 104 years has survived and
blossomed through the century, not only
because of the editors and writers who have
dedicatedly worked on each publication, but
more because there have consistently been
inspiring stories to tell, fascinating write-ups to
feature, meaningful projects to share,
communities served to celebrate, and over-all
a Club that continues to bring into its fold well-
meaning and accomplished gentlemen whose
aim is simply to be of service to others - the
special kind that is imbued with the spirit and
values of Rotary.

Mabuhay ang Rotary Club of Manila... Mabuhay
ang BALITA!



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

PROGRAM MODERATOR

PD Issam Eldebs was the week’'s Program Moderator who efficiently
steered the flow of the meeting. He began by inviting Manila Rotarians
to be seated to allow the meeting to officially commence.



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

CALL TO ORDER

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan Ill called the 39th weekly
membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION

SAA Nagi Zeitouni led the invocation for the membership.



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect
as they sang the Philippine National Anthem.

ROTARY HYMN



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

FOUR-WAY TEST

Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by PD Issam Eldebs.

WELCOME SONG

In keeping with tradition, the guests were serenaded by the World-
Famous RCM Chorale with the Club’s signature welcome song.



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

RCMFI UPDATE

RCMFI President Wilfredo 'Willie' Pelifio gave updates on and
invited everyone to the forthcoming 2nd RCM Golf Cup Tournament
on June 24, 2024.

PRESIDENT'S TIME

President Raffy Alunan gave way to Vice President Reggie Yu,
who invited everyone present and gave updates on the upcoming
105th anniversary of RCM, to be held on 1 June 1 2024, at the Manila Hotel.



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

Rtn. Abdulgani “Gani” M. Macatoman introduced the guest of honor and speaker.

GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

Ambassador Saleh A. Mohammad delivered his informative
and insightful talk.



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

OPEN FORUM

Amb. Saleh A. Mohammad gamely engaged in an interactive
conversation with (below photos, from left): Dr. Ferdie Passion

(Guest), Dir. Hans Palacios, and South Africa’s Amb. Bartinah
Ntombizodwa Radebe- Netshitenzhe (Guest).



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Amb. Saleh A. Mohammad
warmly received RCM's Plaque
of Appreciation, which was
witnessed by Rtn. Abdulgani
“Gani” M. Macatoman, Pres.
Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan IlI,
DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C.
Rodriguez Sr., SAA Nagi
Zeitouni, and Rtn./RCMFI
Pres. Wilfredo “Willie” Pelifio.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned by Pres. Raffy Alunan.



39t WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

May 23, 2024

MEETING FELLOWSHIP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

LIST OF ATTENDEES



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

LIST OF ABSENTEES



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

LIST OF ABSENTEES



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of May 31, 2024)
FULLY PAID



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

PARTIALLY PAID



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Club Awards Committee Meeting

The Club Awards Committee met with Pres. Raffy Alunan at Manila Golf Club last
Thursday, May 30, 2024, from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM. Present were Sec. Edwin

Hernandez (Chairman, Club Awards Committee), DE Henry Go (member), and
Rtn. Emman Dela Cruz who joined via Zoom.



RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

RCMFI Joins Association of Foundations
as New Member

RCManila Foundation, Inc., was
recognized as a new regular member of
the Association of Foundations (AF)
during AF's 52nd General Assembly on
Friday, May 24, 2024, at the AIM
Convention Center in Makati City.

Ms. Amy Babiano received the Certificate
of Membership and took an oath on
behalf of RCMFI as a new AF member, a
requirement by the Philippine Council of
NGO Certification (PCNC) for the renewal
of RCManila Foundation, Inc.'s
accreditation. Photos were taken during
the AF General Assembly in the presence
of the PCNC Chairperson, Vice

Chairperson, and the Board of Trustees of (R) Amy Babiano with
PCNC 2023-2024. Ms. Emelina S. Almario

(L) Vice-Chairperson of
PCNC 2023-2024

With Mario A. Deriquito (R)
Chairperson of PCNC 2023-2024



2ND RCM GOLF CUP



2ND RCM GOLF CUP



2ND RCM GOLF CUP



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Welcoming Delegates for
RC Manila’s 105th Anniversary

VP Reggie Yu welcoming the first batch of
delegates from RC Kowloon East at NAIA
Terminal 3

RC Kowloon East delegates were treated to a
hearty nightcap at the exclusive lounge at the
Fairmont Hotel, courtesy of Rtn. Bernd
Schneider, Cluster General Manager of Raffles
Fairmont Hotels Makati. They received a warm
welcome from President Raffy Alunan.



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE

May 26-29, 2024



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE

PDG Vince Carlos with Singapore Exchanging banner with RC Singapore President
Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat Chan Suew Luen at the Sister Clubs get-together
at Marina Bay Sands on May 26

The SAA Team



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE

Spotted RIPN Mario wearing the
Rotary watch we gave him when we
met in Chicago during the AKS
Ceremony. — IPP Hermie S. Esguerra



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE

With President Gordon Mcinally and Rotarians from
California, USA: PDG Guity Javis and Mark, PDG Elsa
and spouse

IPP Hermie S. Esguerra and IPDG Joyce Ambray
attended the Unity Ball, an invitation event of
RICON 2024, at the Flower Field Hall of The
Gardens by the Bay, Marina Bay Sands.

With RI Past President Ravi Ravindran, Founder of The
One, PDG David Harilela and partner Avisha during
The Rotary Foundation Unity Ball

With Past RI Director Brenda Cressy



RI CONVENTION - SINGAPORE

IPP Hermie S. Esguerra with DGE Nick
Krayacich, partner of RI IPP Jennifer Jones

With RI Past President Jennifer Jones

With RI President Nominee Mario and some
Rotarian leaders

Closing ceremonies at the MBS Convention Center



NEWS CLIPPING

BusinessMirror

May 24, 2024
By: Nonoy Lacza



RECOGNITION CORNER

STAR Rtn. Manny Almelor Honored at 72nd FAMAS
Awards for His Contributions to Medicine, Health,
and Children's Welfare

May 26, 2024, | Fiesta Pavilion of Manila Hotel

STAR Rtn. Manny Almelor was
recognized for his outstanding
contribution in  the field of
Medicine, Health, and Children's
Welfare at the recent 72nd Filipino
Academy of Movie Arts and
Sciences (FAMAS Awards).



RECOGNITION CORNER

STAR Rtn. Manny Almelor Honored at 72nd FAMAS
Awards for His Contributions to Medicine, Health,
and Children's Welfare

With PD Oscar Del Rosario

With Ms. Cory Quirino

With Ms. Pilar Pilapil



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
RY 2023-2024

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN 111
President

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Immediate Past President

REGINALD T. YU
Vice President

Directors

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ALBERT S. ALDAY _
MICHAEL JAEY C. ALBANA
ANTONIO S. LOPEZ
ALBERT C. PALACIOS
EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ III

EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary

PAUL JOSEPH M. GARCIA
Club Treasurer

JASON M. BOGOVICH
NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms

RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser

TEODORO ALEJANDRO Y. KALAW |V
Assistant Board Legal Adviser

RAMI CHAHWAN
Assistant Club Secretary

KARLO EUGENE JOSEF M. CASTRO
Assistant Club Treasurer

ARSENIO Z. LOCSIN
Internal Auditor

JORDAN M. PIZARRAS
Assistant Internal Auditor

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2023-2024

PRES. RAFAEL M. ALUNAN 11l
Publisher

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Editor-in-Chief

SDG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser

RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
VP REGINALD T. YU
Managing Editors

RTN. AVELINO L. ANDAL
Contributing Editor

RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant

RCM SECRETARIAT

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

RCM OFFICE

543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.
Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885
Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org


mailto:rcmanila@rcmanila.org

