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“(P)eace, equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, and amity with all nations.” The
relevance and meaning of this declaration in our Constitution have dramatically risen
and taken center stage with the current global situation, and more specifically with what
is going on in our region. Accordingly, as Rotarians and peace-loving citizens, we do our
share in reaching out and continuing to seek understanding with people and nations
who share our values and ideals.

Kabalita

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

H.E. Saleh A. Mohammad
Ambassador of the State of Palestine to the Republic of the Philippines
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39th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 23 May 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: PD ISSAM ELDEBS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Athlete of the Year Awarding Ceremony

    To lead the awarding ceremony

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
        

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

RCMFI Presentation: Update for the 2nd 
RCM Golf Cup Tournament on June 24, 2024

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

SAA NAGI ZEITOUNI 

AVP 

RCM WF Music Chorale

PD ISSAM ELDEBS

PD ISSAM ELDEBS

DGE JOAQUIN “Jackie” C. RODRIGUEZ, SR.

PD ISSAM ELDEBS

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCMFI PRES. WILFREDO “Willie” PELIÑO 
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May 17         Pres. Raffy Alunan
                       CPP Susing Pineda
                       PD Bebot Pineda
May 19          Rtn. Olivier Biltz  
                        Rtn. Lance Tan

May 20         Rtn. Richard Lim
                       Rtn. Ariel Abriam
May 23         Rtn. Alvin Ampil
                       STAR Rtn. Colin Steley 



PROGRAM TIMETABLE

President’s Time

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker 

12:55 PM

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN, III

RTN. ABDULGANI “Gani” M. MACATOMAN

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
H.E. SALEH AS’AD SALEH MOHAMMAD
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Palestine to the Philippines

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment

39th Weekly Membership Meeting



GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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Work Experiences:

Worked as a political analyst and professional journalist until 1990 and covered
many wars.

 Joined the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) Foreign Service in 1990 and
served in the following countries:

Nigeria as a resident ambassador (twice)
Republic of Benin and Republic of Togo as a non-resident ambassador
New Delhi, India as Charge d'Affaires
Republic of Tunisia - PLO Political Bureau

Arrived in the Philippines four years ago (December 2019) to establish the  Embassy
of the State of Palestine in Manila and currently serving as the first Palestinian
Ambassador to the Republic of the Philippines.

Education Qualification:

M.A. in Journalism from University of Karachi, Pakistan in 1981
B.A. Hons. from University of Karachi, Pakistan in 1979

Personal Details :

Married with three children and a grandfather to three
Hobbies include reading books, watching movies, walking, and listening to music

H.E. Saleh A. Mohammad
Ambassador of the State of Palestine

to the Republic of the Philippines



characteristic which is statutorily granted to corporations. But this did not affect RCM’s ability
to flourish throughout its centennial and continuing existence.  In other words, the Rotary
Club of Manila has established both its legacy and longevity not by a formal bequeathal or
assignment of shares or interest, but solely due to the unceasing entry and flow of new
members, new blood, new like-minded individuals who continue to promote, practice and
propagate the values and principles of Rotary. The tradition of service, adherence to the
Four-Way Test, and faithfulness to Rotary values being handed from one generation to the
next has kept the Club alive to this day.

It was in June 1919 when the first Rotary Club in Asia was established in our shores. It is thus
the pioneering club in this part of the world, which paved the way for the birth and
multiplication of clubs in the country. It was the inspired work of the founding members,
who constituted the cream of the business community, which propelled Philippine Rotary
movement to where it is now. 

All the men who laid down the RCM foundation are long gone. Many of the great and
illustrious men who graced the roster of members of this service organization are no longer
around. But the historic organization that is the Rotary Club of Manila must continue to shine
brighter than ever. 

This is the real and continuing challenge for all Manila Rotarians – to unrelentingly carry with
pride the baton that has been handed down to them, and to ensure the readiness of the
next generation to take it when their time comes. Surely, this is not an easy task, for truly,
preserving and carrying on a splendid legacy such as RCM’s requires grit and determination.

It thus behooves upon the current members to forge ahead, surmount all challenges, and
soldier on with the same spirit and dynamism, the same verve and idealism, and the same
resolve and single-minded determination exhibited by all the great RCMers of years gone by.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
Preserving RCM’s Centennial Legacy

How many institutions or organizations in the
country are actually more than 100 years old?
Clearly, not too many. San Miguel Corporation,
Manila Times, Ayala Corporation, Bank of the
Philippine Islands, and Manila Electric Company, to
name a few. Notably, belonging to this group,
specifically in the category of civic and service-
oriented organizations, is the Rotary Club of Manila.

What is fascinating about the Rotary Club of Manila
is that it is not a duly organized and formally
registered corporate entity, but is simply an
aggrupation of men who all believe in service above
self. Since it is not a corporate person, RCM does not
have the right of  succession  which is an attribute or
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

Sec. Edwin Hernandez was the week’s Program Moderator who efficiently
navigated the sequence of the meeting. He began by inviting Manila
Rotarians to be seated to allow the meeting to officially commence. 
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38     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
May 16, 2024

thth



CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 38th  weekly
membership meeting to order.

With a beautifully composed prayer, Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” Serapio
led the invocation that set the tone of the meeting.
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thth
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect
as they sang the Philippine National Anthem.

ROTARY HYMN
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Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by Rtn. Philip Recto.

FOUR-WAY TEST
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WELCOME SONG

In keeping with tradition, the guests were serenaded by the World-
Famous RCM Chorale with the Club’s signature welcome song.

38     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
May 16, 2024

thth
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Pres. Raffy Alunan welcomed all members and guests. He initially stated that he chose this
date (May 16) when he invited Ambassador Fluss, in connection with Israel’s Independence
Day, which is May 15, 1948. President Raffy then provided an update on the forthcoming
celebration of RCM’s 105th anniversary, chaired by VP Reggie Yu. He mentioned that the
event still needs additional funding for its successful staging. He invited and encouraged the
present members at the meeting to invite more friends and bring their families as well.
Lastly, he thanked those who consistently attend the weekly meetings and asked them to
stand and be applauded.
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

Pres. Raffy Alunan and Rtn. Robert Williams (RC Atlanta)

EXCHANGE OF BANNERETTES

38     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
May 16, 2024
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Ambassador Ilan Fluss delivered his informative and insightful talk, which
was much appreciated by the Rotarians and guests who were present. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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Rtn. Raymond “Ray” Davis introduced the guest speaker.

GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

38     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
May 16, 2024

thth
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Amb. Ilan Fluss gamely engaged in an interactive conversation with
(below photos, clockwise from top left):  Dir. Hans Palacios, PP
Archit Bartolome, Rtn. Tong Payumo, PP Chito Zaldarriaga, PD Beda
Fajardo, and Rtn. Daniel Obradó.
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OPEN FORUM

38     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
May 16, 2024

thth
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Amb. Ilan Fluss received RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation, which was witnessed
by Sec. Edwin H. Hernandez, Rtn. Raymond Davis, Pres. Rafael “Raffy”

Alunan, Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio, and Rtn. Philip H. Recto.
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees,
the meeting was adjourned by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan.
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thth
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MEETING FELLOWSHIP
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of May 22, 2024)
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Planning Meeting of the Incoming Board
for RY 2024-2025
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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On May 18, 2024, the organizational meeting of the Incoming Board took place via
Zoom teleconference. Present were President-elect Jujut Enriquez, Vice President-Elect
Joel Valdes, Directors-Elect Mike Albaňa, Teddy Kalaw, Henry Go, Nagi Zeitouni, and
Albert Alday, Incoming Secretary Aries Balanay, Incoming Treasurer Mike Roxas,
Incoming Balita Editor-in-Chief VP Reggie Yu and Sergeant-at-Arms Jason Bogovich.



Pre-Anniversary Blood Donation Drive
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DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT

62nd Special Forces Regiment (Airborne) Founding Anniversary, in partnership
with the Rotary Club of Manila and the Philippine Special Forces

 
Special Forces Regiment (Airborne) Headquarters, Philippine Army, 

Fort Ramon Magsaysay, Palayan City, Nueva Ecija

May 21, 2024 
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Pre-Anniversary Blood Donation Drive
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From left: Mr. Astro Del Castillo (Special Force); Maj. Gen. Peale John Bondoc (RET) Former
Army Reserve Commander, Phil. Army; BGen. Joel Celino (RET), (Pres. Special Forces Alumni
Assn.); Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.; RCM Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan III; RCM Chair Joshua Rueben
“Josh” Aragon; Col. Rosendo Abad Jr. (Deputy Regiment Commander); and Col. Zandro C
Alvez (Chief of Staff, SFRA)



Pre-Anniversary Blood Donation Drive
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DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT
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From left: Chair Joshua Rueben “Josh” Aragon, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan III,
Col. Rosendo Abad Jr. (Deputy Regiment Commander), and Rtn. Teddy B. Tee, Jr.

Pres. Raffy Alunan delivers his message. Mr. Rodel Guzman of Red Cross delivers his message.



Pre-Anniversary Blood Donation Drive
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Blood Donors (participating units): 
SFRA, SOCOM AFP, LRR, 7ID, SFS, 2SFBN, AAR,
DTS,7ID, SSBN, 7ID, HSC, 7ID, FMASH 
108 Individuals total donors



Pre-Anniversary Blood Donation Drive
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DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT
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Col. Rosendo Abad Jr. (Deputy Regiment Commander)
presented a token of appreciation to Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan III.



This afternoon at The Palms
Country Club, IPP Hermie
Esguerra, assisted by IS Aries
Balanay and Rotary Balita's
Editorial Consultant Ms. Rhea
Vitto Tabora, presented the
"Reviving Pasig River Using
Floating Trash Barriers
(Pasig River Clean-up and
Rehabilitation Project)" to
the National Judging Session
Panel of Judges. 

RCM Faces Judges at the Philippine Rotary Media
Foundation, Inc.’s Search for the Most Oustanding

Environmental Project Final Judging Session
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ENVIRONMENT
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1. Mr. Alexander “Alex” B. Cabrera
Chairman Emeritus and Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) Leader of PwC. He is also the Chairman of
the Integrity Initiative Inc.
 
2. Mr. Emmanuel “Manny” de Guzman
He is a former Commissioner and concurrent Vice-
Chairperson and Executive Director (department secretary)
of the Philippine Climate Change Commission. He served as
Senior Advisor for Disaster Risk Reduction at the World
Meteorological Organization and consultant at the UNDRR
in Geneva, Switzerland and as Senior Regional Expert for
Disaster Risk Management at the ASEAN Secretariat in 2006
and 2013. These are only some of his more than 28 years of
work experience in climate and disaster risk reduction and
humanitarian action at national and international levels.

3. PDG Edna Sutter (Chairperson of the
Awards)
Rotary International’s The Rotary Foundation
Major Gift Initiative Adviser on Environment for
Rotary Years 2023-2026. She is the CEO and
President of DDC Land, Inc.
 
4. PDG Dwight Hilarion “Dwight” Ramos
Commissioner, National Solid Waste Management
Commission (NSWMC). He is also the Legal Officer
of the Solid Waste Management Association of the
Philippines.
 
5. Atty. Juan Miguel “Mitch” Cuna
DENR Undersecretary for Field Operations for
Luzon, Visayas and Environment

The National Judging Session panel is composed of the following:

IPP Hermie delivered a concise report supported by an audiovisual presentation, and the team adeptly
responded to all questions from the judges regarding the project.

The 25-minute session was a rigorous test for our club and the entire district since our project was the
district winner. The winners of the Most Outstanding Environmental Project will be announced during
the award ceremony on June 29, 2024, at The Palms Country Club in Alabang, Muntinlupa City.



Meeting of RCMFI Ways and Means Committee
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

The RCManila Foundation Ways and
Means Committee met at RCMFI
Treasurer Karlo Castro's home to review
the progress of the fundraising campaign
for the 2nd RCMFI Golf Cup to be held at
Sta. Elena Golf and Country Club on June
24, 2024.

Present were RCMFI Chair Lito Sibayan, Pres. Willie
Peliño, Treas. Karlo Castro, Trustee/PE Jujut Enriquez,
Immediate Past Chair Pepo Nuñez, RCMFI Trustee
Anton Mauricio, Sec. Micray Gonzalez, Incoming
Chair/RCM VP Reggie Yu, Sec. Micray Gonzalez, Rtns.
Emman Dela Cruz, Jop Esquivias, Aldous Alingog, RCM
Incoming Treas Mike Roxas, Rtn. Xavy Zialcita, and
RCM Treas. PJ Garcia.
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RCM COPP FELLOWSHIP
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FELLOWSHIP

Manila Golf and Country Club
May 21, 2024
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RCM COPP FELLOWSHIP
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