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Our country’s cordial relationship with other nations around the world is a sublime
pursuit that our national government must constantly and consistently strive for. This is
in keeping with the State’s declared policy articulated in no less than our fundamental
law, which states: “The Philippines x x x adheres to the policy of peace, equality, justice,
freedom, cooperation, and amity with all nations.” As citizens, and as Rotarians
(consistent with our role as peace builders and goodwill seekers), we must do our
humble share in promoting this lofty policy of peace and amity.
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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

H.E. ILAN FLUSS
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Israel to the Philippines



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

TABLE OF CONTENTS

May 16, 2024    |    Page 02

09

06

Board of Directors and Executive Officers for 
RY 2023-2024 | Editorial Board for RY 2023-2024

07 Club Administration

Program Timetable03

05

Editor’s Note

11

16

Guest of Honor and Speaker’s Profile 

19

The Rotary Foundation

18

District Event

Comic Relief

12 RCManila Foundation, Inc. 

13 2nd RCM Golf Cup

Environment

Fellowship

27



(38th Weekly Membership Meeting) 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 16 May 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: SEC. EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
        

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time 

Exchange of Bannerette with Rtn. Robert
Williams (Rotary Club of Atlanta)

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. CARLOS “Caloy” G. SERAPIO 

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. PHILIP H. RECTO

SEC. EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter May 16, 2024    |    Page 03

May 11     Rtn. Jun Bella
May 12     PT Ner Lonzaga
May 14     PD Jun Follosco
                   STAR Rtn. J Alfonso L Katigbak
May 15     SAA Jason Bogovich 



(38th Weekly Membership Meeting) 

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker 1:00 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

RTN. RAYMOND N. DAVIS

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
H.E. ILAN FLUSS

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Embassy of Israel to the Philippines

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment



GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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H.E. ILAN FLUSS
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Israel to the Philippines

Ambassador Ilan Fluss, born in Haifa, Israel, in December 1965, is a distinguished
diplomat with a diverse career. After five years of service in the Israeli navy, he earned a
psychology degree from the University of Haifa and an MBA from the University of
Derby.

Joining the foreign service in 1994, Ambassador Fluss has represented Israel in various
roles at the Israeli embassies in Manila (the Philippines), The Hague (the Netherlands),
and Pretoria (South Africa), as well as at the Permanent Mission of Israel to the UN in
New York.

From 2016 to 2018, as part of a special operation, he represented Israel in Bahrain. In
Israel, he served as Director for Policy Planning and External Relations and later as
Deputy Head of MASHAV, Israel’s agency for international development cooperation
(2009-2016). From 2018 to 2021, he was the Deputy Head of the Economic Division at
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In October 2021, Ambassador Fluss assumed the role of the Israeli Ambassador to the
Philippines.

Outside his diplomatic duties, he enjoys running, hiking, and diving. Married to Gila, he
is a proud father of four.



International, that is, humanitarian service, ethical standards, and the promotion of peace
and goodwill around the world. 

Every Rotarian knows that being true to one’s oath includes the following:

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
AM I A TRUE ROTARIAN?

This is a question that every member of a Rotary
Club must constantly ask oneself -- are we living the
life of a true Rotarian? Are we listed as a Club
member, or are we a Rotarized constituent of an
organization? Do we participate in Rotary’s service
projects? Do we follow the Four-Way Test only when
it suits our circumstances? Do we use Rotary’s
prescribed set of ethical guidelines to evaluate our
decisions and actions? Do we abide by the four way
moral code by conviction, or only by convenience?

Being a true Rotarian is not a walk in the park. It
takes a conscious, constant, and  consistent effort to
embody    the    principles    and   values   of    Rotary 
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Commitment to service. There are no if’s or but’s, or maybe about this. Rotary
International is a service organization and, as a member, one must do one’s share in
serving the community through meaningful service projects, international initiatives,
and various programs aimed at improving the quality of life for people in need.

Adherence to ethical standards. The yardstick that is the Four-Way Test must be lived and
not just recited. While we are all imperfect beings, a true Rotarian must nonetheless
make the conscious effort to live by these standards.

Fostering peace and understanding. It is the duty of every Rotarian to work towards
promoting peace and understanding among people of different cultures and
backgrounds. Closer to home, it is the duty of every Club member to be a channel of
peace and promote better relationships, especially when there are misunderstandings
among members.

Commitment to fellowship. Actively participating in Club events and meetings, and
consciously building strong relationships with fellow Rotarians is another hallmark of a
true Rotarian. Indeed, serving the community becomes much more fun and fulfilling if
one does it with friends.

Leadership and integrity. A true Rotarian must be ready to take on leadership roles
within the organization, and must perform such role with integrity, inspiring others to
give their best for the attainment of a common goal.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Am I a true Rotarian? This is indeed a question that we must constantly ask ourselves as we
continue our journey in our chosen Rotary life of service and fellowship.



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of May 16, 2024)
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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PRMFI Selects RC Manila’s “Reviving the Pasig River”
Project as the Most Outstanding Environmental

Project Award for RY 2023-2024 at the District Level
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ENVIRONMENT

The "Reviving the Pasig River" Project of the Rotary Club of Manila, undertaken during RY
2022-2023 under the leadership of IPP Hermie Esguerra, won the Most Outstanding
Environmental Project Award for RY 2023-2024 at the District Level. This project was selected
by the Philippine Rotary Media Foundation, Inc. (PRMFI), the organizer of the contest. 

Indeed, with this added feather to its cap,
the Rotary Club of Manila continues to
build on its legacy in its 105 years of
sterling existence, reasserting itself as the
First in Asia and the quintessential club
worth emulating.

Since the project won at the District Level,
it will now compete at the National Level,
and the winners will be awarded on June
29, 2024.

As a result of this victory, the club received
the District Level prize of Php 50,000.00,
which has been deposited in the Rotary
Club of Manila's bank account. 

Here is the bank statement with the
amount circled in red ink.
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PRMFI Invites RC Manila for the National
Judging Session of the Most Outstanding

Environmental Project Award for RY 2023-2024
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ENVIRONMENT
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RID 3810's Council of Governors Meeting
at Batasang Pambansa
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DISTRICT EVENT

Standing from left: PDG Edmond Aguilar, PDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Connie
Beltran-de Venecia, PDG Josie Ang, PDG Ernie Choa, and PDG Paco Atayde
Seated from left:  PDG Vince Carlos, Gov. Lai dela Cruz, IPDG Robert Koa, PDG/
Cong. Odie Tarriela, and PDG Obet Pagdanganan  
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RCMFI Meeting to Review Administrative
and Financial Matters
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman Lito Sibayan, Pres. Willie Pelino, Treas Karlo
Castro, and Executive Assistant Amy Babiano met last Tuesday, May 14, 2024,
from 2 PM to 4 PM at the RCM-RCMFI Office to review the administrative,
financial, and ways and means concerns of RCManila Foundation, Inc.
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP
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2ND RCM GOLF CUP

May 16, 2024    |    Page 14



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

2ND RCM GOLF CUP

May 16, 2024    |    Page 15



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

TRF Grant Management Seminar: Attended by VP Reggie Yu, Rtn. Aries Balanay,
PD John Cutter, DGE Jackie Rodriguez, ABLA Teddy Kalaw (not in the photo), and  
Rotaractors, PE Summer Bonifacio and Pres. Arvin Reyes. 

At the TRF Management Seminar, clubs were required to submit their proposed
District Grant project ranging from USD 500 to USD 1,000. The seminar also
included talks on how to apply for a Global Grant and showcase our current
Global Grant projects.
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Philippine Trade Training Center
May 11, 2024 | 8 AM to 5 PM

TRF Grant Management Seminar
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION
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TRF Grant Management Seminar
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COMIC RELIEF

Source: Rotary Club of Mosgiel
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First Friday Mass for the Month of May

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

FELLOWSHIP

The First Friday Novena Mass was held last Friday, May 3, 2024, via Zoom with Rev. Fr. Larry
Tan, SDB. Present were PP Boy Guevara (Commentator), PT Chito Tagaysay (Pre-Intercessory
Prayer), STAR Rtn. Chris Bello (Prayer of the Faithful), Rtn. Aries Balanay (Novena Prayer to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus), Rtn. Manny Almelor (Spiritual Communion Prayer), SAA Nagi Zeitouni
(Our Prayer of Humble, Faith and Hope), Dir. Mike Albaňa (First Reading & Responsorial
Psalm), AS Rami Chahwan, PD Pepo Nunez, Rtn. Emman Dela Cruz, and Rtn. Bertel Bertelesen 
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RCM Fellowship in Oriental Mindoro
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FELLOWSHIP

May 9-11, 2024

At Infinity Farm in Baco

Day 1:

From left: Mr. Senen D. Glorioso (CFO RGV Grp.), PD Delfin “Jun” T. Hallare Jr., Rtn.
John Nico “Nico” P. Valencia, Ms. Joana Marie P. Valencia (Pres., RGV Center and Rtn
of RC Dasmarinas-Makati), DE Rodolfo “Rod” G. Valencia, Ms. Chalie P. Valencia
(wife of DE RGV), PD Beda G. Fajardo, PP Arsenio “Archit” P. Bartolome, PD
Abraham “Abe” P. Pascual, Mr. Jorge Salazar, Joselito “Jeff” Lord (RCM Secretariat),
and Mr. Arnold P. Valencia (Pres., Filipiniana Resorts Development Corp.)
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RCM Fellowship in Oriental Mindoro
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FELLOWSHIP

From left: Ms. Chalie P. Valencia, Rtn. Nico Valencia, PD Beda Fajardo,
Mr. Jorge Salazar, Jeff Lord, PD Abe Pascual, Ms. Mica Sibayan, PT Lito
Sibayan, PD Jun Hallare, DE Rod G. Valencia, PP Archit Bartolome, and
Ms. Joana Marie P. Valencia

Fellowship Night at Filipiniana Hotel in Calapan City

Day 2:

DE RGV presented his
roadmap projects for past
and future initiatives in
Oriental Mindoro to his
fellow RCMers.
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RCM Fellowship in Oriental Mindoro
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FELLOWSHIP

Stopover for a group snapshot at Tamaraw Falls, Puerto Galera

Lunch at Fridays Resort,
Puerto Galera
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RCM Fellowship in Oriental Mindoro
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FELLOWSHIP

At Fridays Resort, Puerto Galera

From left: PT Lito Sibayan, Ms. Mica Sibayan (Daughter of PT
Lito Sibayan, PD Beda Fajardo, DE Rod G. Valencia, Ms. Joana
P. Valencia, PD Abe Pascual, Jeff Lord (Secretariat), PP Archit
Bartolome, PD Jun Hallare, Mr. Arnold P. Valencia, and Mr.
Senen D. Glorioso (RGV Group)

Boat ride tour around Puerto Galera beaches
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RCM Fellowship in Oriental Mindoro
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FELLOWSHIP

Dinner/Fellowship night at DE Rod G.
Valencia’s residence

Tour at Shrine of Sto. Nino at Neo-Calapan,
a project of DE Rod G. Valencia

Day 3:
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RCM Fellowship in Oriental Mindoro
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FELLOWSHIP

Brunch at Filipiniana Hotel before going back to Manila

Last group shot at DE Rod G. Valencia’s residence/garden before heading back to Manila
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Cocktail Fellowship 
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FELLOWSHIP

Z-Lounge, G.A. Tower, Mandaluyong City
May 9, 2024

Above photo: (Standing, from left) Rtn. Aldous
Alingog, AT Karlo Castro, DGE Jackie Rodriguez,
Treas. PJ Garcia, Dir. Hans Palacios, PP Boy
Guevara, Rtn. Ricky Guevara; (Seated, clockwise
from left) Mr. Santino Palacios, Mr. Robert
Williams (RC Atlanta), SAA Jason Bogovich, Rtn.
Brendan Egan, Rtn. Jun Aventura, PD John Cutter,
AS Rami Chahwan
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