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As an organization with a set of duly adopted Constitution and By-Laws, the Rotary Club
of Manila has institutionalized in these legal documents a mechanism and procedure
whereby resolutions and decisions of the Board may be appealed to the general
membership. Thus, when a member files an appeal to reconsider a Board decision, the
general membership must take it up and prudently determine, through a judicious
examination of the matter, whether to sustain or reverse the appealed resolution. This
is a remedy which must be availed responsibly, and pursued with the best interest of
the Club in mind. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(37th Weekly Membership Meeting) 

Rotary Year 2023-2024
Thursday, 25 April 2024, 12:30 PM

MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Opening Remarks

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test

Declaration of a Quorum

Presentation of Allegations 

Open Forum
        
Presentation of Voting Procedure and                              
Facilitation of Voting

Counting of Votes and                                                 
Announcement of Voting Results

Closing Remarks/Adjournment

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:45 PM

1:00 PM

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. CARLOS “Caloy” G. SERAPIO 

AVP of RCM Members

RTN. JUAN MIGUEL LAZARO

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

DGE JOAQUIN “Jackie” RODRIGUEZ
IA ARSENIO “Nick” Z. LOCSIN

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

PDG ALEX CUREG 

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III
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member (cf., RCM Constitution, Article VI, Section 2; also in RCM By-Laws, Article XIV [b]).
This means that any member who disagrees with a decision made by the elected officers
can seek its reversal by availing the remedy of appeal. More specifically, the RCM
Constitution provides: “Except as herein otherwise specifically provided the decision of
the board in all club matters, shall be final, subject only to any appeal to the club. x x x
Appeal may be taken from any decision of the board to the club. On such appeal, the
decision appealed from shall be reversed only by a two-thirds vote of the members
present, notice of such appeal having been given by the secretary to all members of the
club at least five days previous to such meeting.” The By-Laws provision on appeal echoes
the same mechanism.
 
An appeal has been lodged to seek the reversal of the Board’s decision supporting a
specific candidate. Notably, the Board resolution subject of the appeal was validly passed
in a Special Board meeting called for the purpose. 

The appeal was properly posted with the Club Secretary and, pursuant to the provisions
of the Constitution and By-Laws, the matter was scheduled for deliberation. Pursuant to
the Board’s directive, proper notices were sent for a face-to-face meeting. 

The wisdom behind this mechanism enshrined in our Constitution and By-Laws will be
put to the test, as this is the first time in recent years that a Board resolution has been
appealed and calendared for discussion. For the process to work, both the Board and the
appellants must be given the chance to articulate their respective points, and the general
membership must be given every opportunity to intelligently consider the matter and
vote accordingly. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
The Remedy of Appeal

Our Club Constitution and By-Laws clearly
provide that the Board of Directors is the
governing body (cf., RCM Constitution, Article VI,
Section 1; also in RCM By-Laws, Article II, Section
1). In other words, it is the duly elected
Directors, acting as a collegial body, who are
tasked to make decisions and pass resolutions
to steer the organization towards achieving its
goals and objectives. Their collective decision is
also expected to articulate and reflect the club’s
thinking and values.

As the Club’s governing body, the decision of the
Board  is  final,  subject  only  to an  appeal by any 
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Another appeal was later filed regarding the manner by which a member may be able to
participate in the meeting (face-to-face vis-à-vis hybrid mode). This appeal, too, must be
calendared and discussed in a meeting called for the purpose.

In my view, the remedy of appeal should be seen as a healthy and effective process or
mechanism to give the members an opportunity to more closely look into particular
Board decisions. 

The appeal must be discussed in a meeting where a quorum is constituted. Moreover, 2/3
of the members present must vote to reverse the appealed Board action. These twin
requirements – a) quorum, which is 1/3 of the total members, and b) 2/3 vote – must be
met to cause the reversal of the appealed Board resolution. 

It is hoped that this remedy of appeal will encourage a spirited, enlightened, and
respectful deliberation among members, and pave the way to ultimately yield a decision
that the RCM as a whole, with its history of leadership and legacy, will be truly proud of –
today and in the years to come.

For the benefit of the members, please find below the seven guideposts relative to this
extraordinary remedy of appeal:

The Board of Directors is the governing body of the club (cf., RCM Constitution,  
Article VI, Section 1; RCM By-Laws, Article II, Section 1). 

1.

The Board’s decision on any matter is final, subject only to any appeal to the club
by any member (cf., RCM Constitution, Article VI, Section 2; also in RCM By-Laws,
Article XIV [b] first paragraph).

2.

An appeal must be in writing, filed with the Secretary by any member within 15
days after being notified of the decision appealed from (cf., RCM By-Laws, Article XIV
[b] second paragraph).

3.

It shall be mandatory to agenda the appeal at a Regular meeting which must be set
within 30 days from receipt of said notice of appeal. The Secretary must send a
written notice to all members at least 5 days before the meeting (Ibid).

4.

A meeting must have a quorum to take up the appeal. To constitute a quorum, 1/3 of
the members must be present (cf., RCM By-Laws, Article IV, Section 3).

5.

On such appeal, the decision appealed from shall be reversed only by a two-thirds
vote of the members present (cf., RCM Constitution, Article VI, Section 2). 

6.

Decision on appeal by the Club’s General membership shall be final and
unappealable elsewhere (cf., RCM By-Laws, Article XIV [b] third paragraph).

7.

EDITOR'S NOTE
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MEET & GREET

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III introduced the Manila Rotarians and
the RCM staff during the “Meet and Greet” at the ‘Fellowship Lunch” hosted by

Clark Development Corporation’s President and CEO, Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera.
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36     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

April 18, 2024

thth

Fellowship Lunch at Clark



Clark Development Corporation’s (CDC) President and CEO
Agnes VST Devanadera welcomed the Manila Rotarians

and delivered her short presentation about CDC programs.
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36     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

April 18, 2024

thth

Fellowship Lunch at Clark



INTERACTION WITH CDC PCEO AGNES VST DEVANADERA

The following RCMers thanked the host, CDC PCEO Agnes Devanadera,
and exchanged pleasantries with her.

From left: DGE Jackie Rodriguez, Dir. Hans Palacios, PD Abe Pascual
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From left: Treas. PJ Garcia, PP Archit Bartolome, DE Rod Valencia, and Dir. Johnny Chotrani

36     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

April 18, 2024

thth

Fellowship Lunch at Clark
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(Standing, from left) Santino Palacios (son of Dir. Hans Palacios), Rtn. Micray Gonzales, Dir.
Johnny Chotrani, Rtn. Nico Valencia, Rtn. Ramby Nolido, PD Oscar Del Rosario, 
Rtn. Phil Ong, Rtn. Raymond Davis, PSAA David Reynolds, Rtn. Carlos Serapio,

PD Abe Pascual, Treas. PJ Garcia, Rtn. Aries Balanay, Rtn. Paul Koh, and Rtn. Arik Carranceja

(Seated, from left) Dir. Hans Palacios, DE Rod Valencia, Pres. Raffy Alunan,
CDC Pres and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera, DGE Jackie Rodriguez, VP Reggie Yu,

PP Archit Bartolome, and STAR Rtn. Manny Almelor

36     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

April 18, 2024

thth

Fellowship Lunch at Clark
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36     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

April 18, 2024
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FELLOWSHIP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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LIST OF ABSENTEES
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LIST OF ABSENTEES



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of April 24, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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Preparing for RC Manila’s
105th Anniversary Celebration
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On April 23, 2024, a virtual meeting was held to discuss the venue for RCM’s 105th
Anniversary celebration. Present were Executive Vice-President of Manila Hotel, Rtn Rickie
Yap, Manila Hotel Director of Sales and Marketing Mr. Marvin Kim Tan, VP Reggie Yu, and
Treas. PJ Garcia.



Preparing for RC Manila’s
105th Anniversary Celebration
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A brainstorming session took place on April 23, 2024, to discuss the theme and program flow
for RCM’s 105th anniversary celebration scheduled for June 1, 2024. Attendees included Ms.
Abby Gyll Borja, Managing Director of Abby & Company Events Management, Inc., VP Reggie
Yu, Consultant Anna Toledo, ES Lhea Lozano, RAC Pres. Arvin Reyes, PE Summer Bonifacio,
and other team members.



Rtn. Theodore “Teddy” Garcia Installed as
2024 President of JCI Senate Davao del Norte
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Rtn. Theodore “Teddy” Garcia was installed as the 2024 President of JCI Senate
Davao del Norte on April 18, 2024, during the First Induction Ceremony of JCI
Senate Davao del Norte at the SMX Convention Center, SM Lanang, Davao City.



Dir. Albert Alday Attends Meeting
of the Rotary Club of North Davao
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Dir. Albert Alday attended the meeting of the Rotary Club of North Davao last
April 19, 2024 in Davao City. The meeting was presided by PE Verne Roscoe de la
Cruz.



Dir. Albert Alday Attends Meeting
of the Rotary Club of Matina Davao 
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Dir. Albert Alday attended the meeting of the Rotary Club of Matina Davao led
by Pres. Jay Ian A. Molde and PE/Club Secretary Carlo Angelo B. Señase last April
19, 2024 at Business Class, Barrio Obrero, Davao City.
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RCManila Foundation Inc. is actively preparing
for the upcoming second RCM Golf Cup.
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Source: Rotary Club of Moe



64th Charter Anniversary of the
Rotary Club of Quezon City
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Pres. Raffy Alunan
attended the 64th
Charter Anniversary of
daughter club, Rotary
Club of Quezon City
(chartered on April
28,1960). 

Pres. Raffy Alunan with RCQC Pres Noel Samala



Rotary Club of University District's
52nd Charter Anniversary 
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Pres. Raffy Alunan, VP Reggie Yu, and Rtn. Aries Balanay attended the Rotary Club of
University District's 52nd Charter Anniversary. Rotary Club of University District Pres.
Orly De la Cruz and  Past Pres.Mark Tan were also present.



Rotary Club of University District's
52nd Charter Anniversary 
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Pres. Raffy Alunan delivered the
message of the mother club, the Rotary
Club of Manila, for its daughter club, the
Rotary Club of  University District.
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