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Manila Rotarians trooping to Clark for fellowship lunch is truly a rousing idea. Indeed,
sharing a meal has long been recognized as a gesture of hospitality and friendship in
cultures around the world; a cherished tradition that embodies the values of community
and camaraderie. By partaking in a fellowship lunch at an exciting destination, RCMers will
not only nourish their bodies, but also nourish their relationships, affirming their
commitment to the Club and to each other.
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and promoting mutual growth and development. Indeed, whether in school, the
workplace, or social settings, respect among peers forms the basis for collaboration,
cooperation, and a sense of belonging.

Respect among colleagues or peers involves recognizing and valuing each other’s
perspectives, opinions, and contributions. It entails listening actively, without judgment,
and acknowledging the unique strengths and experiences that each individual brings to
the table. By respecting diversity of thought and background, members of an
organization can leverage their collective wisdom to tackle challenges creatively and
effectively.

Furthermore, respect manifests in treating others with kindness, empathy, and
consideration. It means refraining from behaviors that belittle, demean, or marginalize
others, and instead, fostering an atmosphere of trust, acceptance, and support.
Respectful communication involves constructive feedback, encouragement, and the
willingness to address conflicts or misunderstandings respectfully and amicably. 

Respect involves upholding shared values, norms, and boundaries, while also celebrating
and embracing differences. Peer respect cultivates a culture of inclusivity, where
everyone feels valued, respected, and empowered to express themselves authentically.

By recognizing and valuing each other’s worth and dignity, peers can create environments
where everyone feels seen, heard, and appreciated. Through respectful interactions and
mutual support, peers and colleagues can cultivate a sense of belonging and
empowerment, laying the foundation for personal and collective growth.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
ON RESPECT 

Laurence Sterne, an Irish novelist, once wrote:
“Respect for ourselves guides our morals,
respect for others guides our manners.” This is
so true. How we exhibit our respect for others
showcases our bearing as men. 

Being respectful is among the things that have
been inculcated in all of us in our formative
years. As we grow older, a respectful behavior
must already be second nature to us.

In every organization respect between and
among members is crucial for fostering positive
relationships, creating a supportive environment,

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter April 18, 2024    |    Page 05



PROGRAM MODERATOR

ABLA Teodoro “Teddy” Kalaw IV was the week’s Program Moderator
who efficiently navigated the sequence of the meeting. He began by inviting
Manila Rotarians to be seated to allow the meeting to officially commence. 
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 35th  weekly
membership meeting to order.

With a heartwarming prayer, Rtn. Vee David led the invocation
for the membership.
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem.

ROTARY HYMN
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Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by ABLA Teodoro “Teddy” Kalaw IV.

FOUR-WAY TEST

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter April 18, 2024    |    Page 09

WELCOME SONG

Keeping with tradition, the guests were serenaded by the World
Famous RCM Chorale with the Club’s signature welcome song.

35     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 11, 2024
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President Raffy Alunan welcomed all members
and guests. He shared a special quote about
membership duties and responsibilities, the
organization's dynamics, unity among members,
and more. Lastly, he reminded and encouraged
members once again about attending the
forthcoming DISCON, emphasizing that attending
the event is a commitment to RI.
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

From left: ABLA Teodoro “Teddy” Kalaw IV,
Ms. Reinalyne Vidallon-Barias (Dir., Training,
Accreditation and Promotion Service – OADR),
Pres. Rafael Alunan III, Usec. Irene D.T. Alogoc
(Exec. Dir., OADR), Atty. Jared Amoroso (Pres.,
PIArb), and Atty. Mariliza Kalaw (SVP for
Advocacies, PIArb) 

35     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 11, 2024

thth

TRILATERAL SIGNING OF MoU 

Underscoring its commitment to promoting alternative modes of resolving dispute, the Rotary Club of
Manila signed a Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding with the Department of Justice’s Office of
ADR, and the Philippine Institute of Arbitrators. This formally launched RCM’s “Leaders Excelling in ADR
and Peacemaking [LEAP] Awards” Recognition Program.

From left: Atty. Joel Arzaga (Sec. of the
Executive Committee), Dr. Jeremy Gatdula
(Dean, SSLG), Pres. Rafael Alunan III, Usec.
Irene D.T. Alogoc (Exec. Dir., OADR), Atty.
Jared Amoroso (Pres., PIArb), and Atty.
Mariliza Kalaw (SVP for Advocacies, PIArb) 



Atty. Irene D.T. Alogoc, Exec. Dir., Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution (OADR)
of the Department of Justice delivered her talk, which delved, among other topics, into

the programs and continuing reforms being undertaken by her office.

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter April 18, 2024    |    Page 11

ABLA Tedoro “Teddy” Kalaw introduced the guest of honor and speaker.

GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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OADR Exec. Director, Atty. Irene
D.T. Alogoc welcomed the
questions posed during the open
forum and shared her response in a
lively exchange with (below photos
from left): Pres. Raffy Alunan, Dir.
Hans Palacios, PD Abe Pascual,
and Rtn. Vee David. 
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OPEN FORUM
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OFFICIAL INSTALLING OF BSP FLAG



OADR Exec. Director Atty. Irene D.T. Alogoc was all smiles as she received
RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation, witnessed by Rtn. Vee David, Pres. Rafael “Raffy”
Alunan, Atty. Jared Amoroso (PIArb’s President), and DGE Jackie Rodriguez. 
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION
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ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting
was adjourned by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan.

35     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 11, 2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of April 17, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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District Conference (DISCON) 2024 of RID 3810
April 13 & 14, 2024

Manila Hotel
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Rotary International President's
Representative (RIPR) Andre Suharto
of RID 3310 and PDG Alex Cureg at
The Manila Hotel Fiesta Pavillion 

PDG Rudy Bediones with RI President
Representative PDG Suharto 



District Conference (DISCON) 2024 
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Pres Raffy Alunan, VP Reggie Yu, Directors Johnny Chotrani and Hans Palacios, Treas. PJ
Garcia, Persons with Special Needs Chair Rtn. Ray Davis and PSAA Dave Reynolds are
awaiting the opening of the Discon 2024 program at the Tap Room of Manila Hotel.

Pres Rafael M. Alunan III was recognized
during the roll call of Hope Creating
Presidents during the opening of RI District
3810 District Conference.



District Conference (DISCON) 2024 
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Rotary Club of Manila Shines at District 3810 Conference

The Rotary Club of Manila has emerged as a distinguished leader at the recent District
3810 Conference held at the Manila Hotel, bagging several awards that underscore its
commitment to service and community engagement.

In a notable achievement, President Raffy Alunan, representing the club, clinched the 1st
place in the Best in Mid-Year Written Report category, impressively securing the award for
the Best in Mid-Year Written Report Overall as well. Kudos to our former Executive
Secretary Anna Kun Toledo for preparing the baseline report, with Executive Secretary
Lhea Lozano and Club Staff Jonathan Lagarto for their invaluable assistance in making this
happen. President Raffy’s exemplary skills in articulating the club’s progress and initiatives
were also recognized with a 3rd place finish in the Best in Mid-Year Oral Report category.
His contributions were pivotal in illustrating the club's dedication and impact over the past
year.

From left: CGA Kerwin Ferrer, COS Kat Aguilar, VP Reggie Yu, DG Lai De La Cruz,
SDG Lily Aguilar, and  SDG Jae Jhang
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Rotary Club of Manila Shines at District 3810 Conference

VP Reggie Yu receives the Overall Best in Written Report on behalf of President
Raffy Alunan.

Additionally, the Rotary Club of Manila was celebrated for expanding its
membership base, earning 3rd place in the Absolute Membership Growth
category. This accolade highlights the club's successful efforts in welcoming new
members and expanding its reach and influence within the community.
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Rotary Club of Manila Shines at District 3810 Conference

These awards reflect the Rotary Club of Manila's strong commitment to the
Rotary International’s ethos of "Service Above Self." Members of the club have
expressed their pride and are motivated to continue their valuable work.

Congratulations to President Raffy and all the members of the Rotary Club of
Manila for their outstanding achievements and for setting a high standard of
excellence within the Rotary community. Their continued efforts in making a
difference in the lives of many are truly commendable.
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Pres. Raffy Alunan and the Manila Area
won 2nd place at the Talent Night of
DISCON 2024. With Pres. Alunan are
(from left)) PDG Edmond Aguilar, IPP
Hermie Esguerra, Past RI Dir. Raffy
Garcia and RIPR/ PDG Andre Suharto.
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Rotary Club of Manila electors attended the Rotary
International District 3810 Business Meeting led by
Pres. Raffy Alunan, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, VP
Reginald Yu, IPP Hermie Esguerra, and Rtn. Aries
Balanay during the 2024 District 3810 Conference.

IPP Hermie Esguerra, IPDG Joyce Ambray,
First Lady Norzan Suharto and RI President’s

Representative (RIPR) PDG Andre Suharto

PE Jujut Enriquez with AKS Bing Carreon (standing
beside him), and (seated from left) RCManila 101 PP
Eric Tayag, PP Mila Tayag, and PP Majella Tumangan



District Conference (DISCON) 2024 

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

INTERCLUB ACTIVITY

April 18, 2024    |    Page 27

Here are some photos of the recently concluded District Conference with Rotary
International President Representative (RIPR) PDG Andre Suharto and Lady Norzan.
IPP Herminio S. Esguerra and IPDG Joyce Michelle Ambray supported the district as
RIPR Aide and Host during their stay from April 12 to 16, 2024. 

District Conference 2024 Opening Ceremonies

Day 1 of DISCON 2024: Havana Night
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Dinner at Pesce Restaurant at The Farm
at San Benito. RIPR Andre sang “Dahil Sayo”.

He said the song is popular in Malaysia.

At Esguerra Farms where they also stayed overnight

Spa night at The Farm at San Benito

Send off at the airport



Youth Conference 
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The Youth Conference was held at the Manila Hotel last April 14 as part of the Rotary
District Conference of Rotary International District 3810. During the event, the
graduates of RYLA (Rotaract Youth Leadership Awards) were awarded their certificates
and medals.

“The Rotaract Club of Manila would like to convey our utmost gratitude
to our sponsoring Rotary Clubs, the Rotary Club of Manila and Rotary

Club of Manila Magic, for sponsoring our RYLA delegates. This
achievement would not be possible without your support!”

HCP Arvin Reyes of the Rotaract Club of Manila with RYLA graduates from Rotaract
Clubs of De La Salle University, Manila, National University, and Pamantasan ng
Lungsod ng Maynila
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Rtr. Rainier Cabungcal from the Rotaract Club of Manila
receiving his RYLA certificate and medal

Rtr. Julienne Aguilar from the Rotaract Club of Manila
receiving her RYLA certificate and medal

Youth Conference 
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Rtr. Russel Palubon from the Rotaract Club of Manila
receiving her RYLA certificate and medal

SK Danica Mojica from the Rotaract Club of Manila
receiving her RYLA certificate and medal

Youth Conference 
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Source: Rotary Club of Willetton
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Golf Day with RIPR Andre Suharto,
Lady Norzan, and SDG Jay Jhang
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IPP Herminio S. Esguerra played a round of golf with RIPR Andre Suharto,
Lady Norzan, and SDG Jay Jhang at Wack Wack Golf Club on April 15, 2024.
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60th Post-Birthday Celebration
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Citystate Tower Hotel, Ermita, Manila | April 16, 2024
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