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In business and commercial transactions, there unavoidably arises conflicts, disputes, and
at times simple misunderstanding on the respective rights, roles, and responsibilities of
contracting parties. While there is an established court system where an aggrieved
individual may institute an action, litigation is oftentimes an unsuitable solution for parties
seeking a venue to speedily resolve their issues. Thankfully, there are alternative
mechanisms for resolving disputes. These alternative modes must be encouraged as they
afford conflicting parties and entities a formal avenue and well-defined processes to
expeditiously settle their differences.

Kabalita

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

ATTY. IRENE D.T. ALOGOC
Executive Director, Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution

of the Philippine Government
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35th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 11 April 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: ABLA TEODORO “Teddy” KALAW IV

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
 
 

        
Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song    

MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING 
SIGNING CEREMONIES

Orientation on MoUs

1. Trilateral “Leaders Excelling in ADR & Peacemaking (LEAP)”
     Awards Recognition Program
     - Office of OADR
     - Rotary Club of Manila
     - Philippine Institute of Arbitrators

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. JOSEPH EMMANUEL "Emman" A.
DELA CRUZ 

AVP of RCM Members 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. STEFAN SCHMITZ

ABLA TEODORO “Teddy” KALAW IV

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

ABLA TEODORO “Teddy” KALAW IV

Apr. 7            Dir. Albert Alday
Apr. 9            PD Noy Benedicto
                       Rtn/RCMFI Pres. Willie Peliño
                       Rtn. D. Edgard Cabangon
Apr. 11          Rtn. Mike Ozaeta
                       Rtn. Caloy Serapio
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35th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 11 April 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: ABLA TEODORO “Teddy” KALAW IV

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

2. Bilateral ADR MCLE & ADR Education Initiative 
     - University of Asia & the Pacific
     - Philippine Institute of Arbitrators
 
* OADR & RCM Representatives as witnesses

President’s Time 

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
ATTY. IRENE D.T. ALOGOC

Executive Director, Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution
of the Philippine Government

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

1:05 PM

1:15 PM

 

1:45 PM

1:55 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

ABLA TEODORO “Teddy” KALAW IV

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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Undersecretary Irene is the inaugural Executive Director V of the Office for Alternative
Dispute Resolution, an attached agency of the Department of Justice of the Philippines. She
is currently a member of the Technical Working Group on the Filtering Mechanism of the
Supreme Court. She is also the Principal Representative of the Justice Department to the
Lupong Tagapamayapa Incentives Awards (LTIA) and serves as Chairperson of the LTIA
National Board of Judges.

She has more than fifteen (15) years of extensive law practice and is a professor of Law in
various universities in the country. She has held various key positions in all three branches of
the Philippine government.

She completed the Negotiation and Leadership Course at Harvard Law School and the
Leadership Training Program at the United Nations (UN). She likewise had her
Comprehensive Course on International Commercial Arbitration under the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators—New York Branch and Columbia Law School and Strategic Conflict
Management for Professionals at the Singapore Mediation Centre. USec. Irene is a trained
Arbitrator and trained File Counsel of the Philippine Dispute Resolution Center, Inc. (PDRCI).

USec. Irene represents the Philippines in the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Working Group II (Arbitration and Conciliation/Dispute Settlement)
and Working Group III (Investor-State Dispute Settlement Reform).

USec Irene is the author of two (2) books titled “Philippine Alternative Dispute Resolution and
Gabay ng Barangay sa Mediation, Arbitration at Conciliation,” which highlight the different
ADR mechanisms and practices in the country. Among her advocacies are to mainstream
ADR in the Philippine justice system, empower government agencies with effective ADR
mechanisms, organize quality skills training programs for ADR practitioners, and standardize
the ADR profession in the Philippines.

ATTY. IRENE D.T. ALOGOC
Executive Director

Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution
of the Philippine Government



GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution
Department of Justice



First and foremost, evaluating a candidate's character, integrity, and leadership qualities is
essential. Beyond mere cosmetics and hype, a candidate's track record, past actions, and
ethical conduct must be examined. Transparency, accountability, and a commitment to
serving the common good are indispensable qualities in an effective leader. By scrutinizing a
candidate's integrity and leadership abilities, voters or electors can mitigate the risk of
electing individuals who will be unfit for the office, and who will not be the living
embodiment of the values espoused by an organization such as Rotary.

Moreover, considering a candidate's qualifications, experience, and competence is
paramount. Effective governance requires individuals with the knowledge, expertise, and
skills to navigate complex challenges and make informed decisions. Voters should assess a
candidate's capacity to fulfill the responsibilities of the office they seek, such as the position
of District Governor. Competence and proficiency are prerequisites for effective governance
and ensuring the well-being of the organization. In addition to individual attributes, voters
and officers tasked to select the candidate must also evaluate the potential impact of their
choice. By seeking out diverse perspectives, fact-checking claims, and verifying sources, they
can make a more informed decision based on evidence and reason rather than emotion or
bias.

Ultimately, the process of choosing a candidate wisely is a profound expression of one’s duty
as a member or officer of an organization. It requires diligence, discernment, a commitment
to the common good, and indeed a faithful adherence to the values and virtues that the
organization stands for.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
ON CHOOSING WISELY (Part 2)

In any organization such as Rotary, the process of
selecting leaders is a fundamental aspect of civic
engagement. It is not merely a right but also a
responsibility bestowed upon its members (and the
officers tasked to choose)  to carefully evaluate and
select the candidate who aligns with their values,
beliefs, and vision for the future. 

The significance of choosing a candidate wisely
cannot be overstated, as it directly impacts the
direction and well-being of the organization. There
are, therefore, essential factors and considerations
involved in making informed decisions when
selecting a candidate for office.
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

As Program Moderator, Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios efficiently
navigated the sequence of another memorable weekly meeting. 
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34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 34th  weekly
membership meeting to order.

Making the weekly meeting more special, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan  III
led the invocation. 
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34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem.

ROTARY HYMN
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34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio.

FOUR-WAY TEST
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WELCOME SONG

Keeping with tradition, the guests were serenaded by the World
Famous RCM Chorale with the Club’s signature welcome song.

34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



President Raffy Alunan welcomed all
members and guests, thanking them

for their condolences during the wake
of his beloved wife, who passed away
recently. He also reminded everyone

about the upcoming DISCON this
month, emphasizing the need for at

least 20 attendees.

RCMFI UPDATE
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RCMFI President Wilfredo 'Willie' Peliño
delivered updates on the upcoming Golf
Tournament, along with disclosing the
total amount received from sponsors.

PRESIDENT’S TIME

34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth

VP Reginald Yu, who gave an update as
requested by Pres. Raffy Alunan, provided
the status of the preparations for the
celebration of the 105th anniversary of RCM.



NCS Deputy Director General (DDG) and Chief of Staff GEN. BENJAMIN R.
MADRIGAL JR. (Ret.) delivered his well-received talk.

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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Rtn. Raymond “Ray” Davis introduced the guest speaker.

GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



During the open forum, NSC DDG Benjamin R. Madrigal, Jr.
gamely addressed the interesting queries made by (below photos,
from left):  Pres. Raffy Alunan, PP Archit Bartolome, VPE Joel
Valdes, PD Beda Fajardo, Rtn. Willie Peliño, and DGE Jackie
Rodriguez. 
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OPEN FORUM

34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



NSC DDG Benjamin R. Madrigal, Jr. warmly received RCM’s Plaque
of Appreciation, which was witnessed by Rtn. Raymond “Ray” Davis,
DGE Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan, and

Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio. 
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ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting
was adjourned by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan.

34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter April 11, 2024    |    Page 16

MEETING FELLOWSHIP

34     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
April 4, 2024

thth



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of April 10, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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TOWER Awards 2024 Committee Meeting
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The TOWER Awards 2024 Committee met last Monday, April 8, 2024, to discuss the contents
of the TOWER Awards souvenir program, the semi-finalists selected from 40 nominations
submitted, and the awarding schedule. Present at the Zoom meeting were Centennial Pres.
Susing Pineda, TOWER Awards 2024 Committee Chair; members – PP Teddy Ocampo, PD
Amading Valdez, Rtn. Emyl Eugenio, Ron Olalia (Accounting Manager of C&E Publishing), Ms.
Mavy Medrano (PMAP), Executive Director Gener, and RCM Consultant Anna Kun Toledo. 



9th Special Board Meeting
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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On April 10, 2024, the 9th Special Board Meeting took place. The Board and
Officers discussed the proposed funding alternatives for the RCM 105th
Anniversary Celebration.  Present were IPP Hermie Esguerra, VP Reggie Yu, Dir./PE
Jujut Enriquez, Directors Johnny Chotrani, Albert Alday, Hans Palacios, SAA Jason
Bogovich, Sec. Edwin Hernandez and AT Karlo Castro. 



District Conference (DISCON) 2024 
April 13 & 14, 2024

Manila Hotel
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PD Jun Hallare Appointed
as Acting Member, Board of Directors,
Development Bank of the Philippines
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Rtn. Junjie Vazquez’s JVAZCO Wins
Three Awards in Phillippines Excellence in

Concrete Construction Awards (PECCA)

Rtn. Junji Vazquez's JVAZCO clinched three prestigious awards
at the Philippines Excellence in Concrete Construction Awards
(PECCA):

1) 🏆 Decorative Concrete Category
2) 🏆 Low-Rise Structure Category
3) 🏆 Repair and Restoration Category

PECCA is a joint initiative by the Philippine Constructors
Association (PCA) and the American Concrete Institution
Philippines (ACIP).
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First Friday Mass for April 2024
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The First Friday Novena Mass was held last Friday, April 5, 2024 via Zoom with Rev. Fr. Larry
Tan, SDB. Present were PP Boy Guevara, PD Beda Fajardo, Rtn. JJ Fernandez, AS Rami
Chahwan, PT Chito Tagaysay, Rtn. Emman Dela Cruz, STAR Rtn. Chris Bello, Rtn. Joshua
Aragon, VP Reggie Yu, IPP Hermie Esguerra, Rtn. Bertel Bertelsen and Treas. PJ Garcia.
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