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The Lenten season began with a powerful message: we all came from dust, and to dust
we shall return. This is a piercing reminder that we are but pilgrims in this world, and
that our physical bodies will fade away. This lesson equally underscores that our soul is
eternal, that we will live on, and that we will share in the resurrection of Christ Jesus.
Lent, therefore, is not a preparation for Jesus’ resurrection, but ours. Let us accordingly
live our lives to merit such a sublime blessing – an eternity with God.
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33rd Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 21 March 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: PD BEDA G. FAJARDO

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation I

Invocation II

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song    

President’s Time 

Introduction of the Guest of Honor & Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
REV. FR. AGERICO “Jerry” M. ORBOS, SVD

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment           

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. D. EDGARD “Ed” A. CABANGON

RTN. CARLOS “Caloy” C. BUENDIA

AVP of RCM Members 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. ISIDRO “Butch” C. ALCANTARA

PD BEDA G. FAJARDO

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PP DOMINGO “Boy” S.B. GUEVARA, JR.

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

Mar. 17             Rtn. Hansel Tillman | STAR Rtn. Kazuhiro Nomura
Mar. 19             PD Issam Eldebs
Mar. 20             Rtn. Joel Talampas           
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me.”   Psalm 51:10

FR. JERRY M. ORBOS, SVD, shares his inspiring stories in this book,
Cleansing Moments. Here he brings home the message that God speaks
to us, and reaches out to us again, and again, to remind us that He
wants to cleanse us, and that He is with us always, and in all ways.

He has a regular Sunday column, “Moments,” in The Philippine Daily
Inquirer and has written 17 books:   Moments, Shared Moments, Simple
Moments, Light Moments, Inquirer Moments (Cycle A, B, C), Candid
Moments, Just a Moment, Meaningful Moments, Defining Moments,
Treasured Moments, Memorable Senior Moments, Journey Moments,
Happy Moments, A Moment a Day, and Healing Moments.

Fr. Agerico Muńoz Orbos, SVD, born on October 1, 1953 in San Carlos
City, Pangasinan, is a member of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD).
He was ordained a priest on October 25, 1980, and worked as a
missionary in South Korea for four years. He is active in the media
apostolate, and leads pilgrimages to Marian shrines. As Chairman of the
Board of SVD Mission Philippines, Inc., he promotes mission awareness
and helps raise funds for Filipino SVD missionaries working in different
countries.

REV. FR. AGERICO “Jerry” M. ORBOS, SVD



decision of the Rotary International Board during its 4th meeting at Evanston, Illinois, USA,
the redistricting plan and the application of District 3810, was approved. The redistricting
was made effective on July 1, 1999. With this, the cities of Makati, Paranaque, Muntinlupa,
Las Pinas, as well as the towns of Taguig and Pateros and the province of Palawan, were
constituted as the new District 3830.

Presently, there are ten Rotary districts in the Philippines, namely: (Luzon) Districts 3770,
3780, 3790,3800, Rotary Districts 3810, 3820 and 3830, (Western Visayas and Western
Mindanao) District 3850, (Eastern Visayas and Eastern Mindanao) District 3860; and Central
Mindanao) District 3870.

Being the home of Asia’s First Rotary Club, D3810’s history is closely intertwined with the
history of Philippine Rotary. Indeed, when we speak of Rotary history in our country, we
point to the First Rotary Club and the District to which it belongs.

To recall, Rotary was planted in the Philippines when a Manila businessman, Leon J. Lambert,
corresponded with John Poole, the president of the International Association of Rotary Clubs.
Later, Roger D. Pinneo of RC Seattle (Washington) was sent to the Philippines to assist in
organizing Rotary in Asia. With 38 charter members (consisting of 2 Filipinos – Gabriel Lao
and Gregorio Nieva, one Chinese – Alfonso Sycip, and 35 Americans), RC Manila was formally
organized on 1 June 1919.

Today, with various clubs from the Cities of Manila and Pasay, as well as the Provinces of
Cavite and Occidental Mindoro, District 3810 continues to be a bright spot in Philippine
Rotary. With the quality of the Rotary Clubs belonging to it, coupled with RC Manila’s
continuing legacy and leadership, D3810 shall continue to be the country’s premiere RI
District. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
District 3810 

As we all know, the Rotary Club of Manila, First in
Asia, belongs to Rotary International District 3810,
comprising the areas of Manila, Pasay, Cavite, and
Occidental Mindoro. The District 3810, which
belongs to Zone 10-A, has over 3,000 members, and
is the home to more than 100 Rotary and over 80
Rotaract clubs. As earlier mentioned, it is the District
where the mother of all Rotary Clubs in the
Philippines belongs.

Prior to the redistricting in 1998, D3810 had about
4,500 members and was the largest not just in the
country, but in the world. It thus applied to create
District  3830  out  of its  territorial  jurisdiction.  In  a 
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

The 32nd regular meeting had Rtn. Joseph Emmanuel “Emman” A.
Dela Cruz as Program Moderator. He efficiently navigated the flow
of the meeting, and all attendees were again treated to another well-
prepared program thoughtfully put together for their benefit. 
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32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd



CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

On behalf of Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III, VP Reginald “Reggie”
T. Yu, called the 32nd  weekly membership meeting to order.

A beautifully written prayer set the tone for the meeting, with PDG
Abraham “Abe” F. Pascual leading the invocation. 

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter March 21, 2024    |    Page 07

32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd



PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem.

Rotarians were again reminded of their
commitment to live by the 4 Way Test, with
the recitation of this mantra led by Rtn.
Joseph Emmanuel A. Dela Cruz.

FOUR-WAY TEST
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ROTARY HYMN and WELCOME SONG

Led by the World Famous RCM Chorale, the
rousing lyrics of the Manila Rotary Hymn was
sang and once again echoed in the meeting
venue. This was followed by the singing of the
Welcome Song, to the delight of the guests. 

32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd



Philhealth President and CEO Emmanuel “Manny” R. Ledesma Jr.
gave the Rotarians and guests an interesting talk on the ongoing pursuits
and reforms being initiated by the state health insurance fund.

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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Rtn. Paul Anthony “Paul” T. Koh introduced the guest of honor and speaker.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd



OPEN FORUM

Philhealth President and CEO Mr. Emmanuel “Manny” R. Ledesma Jr.
gamely addressed the queries posed by  (below photos, from left): DGE
Jackie Rodriguez, PD Abe Pascual, Dir. Hans Palacios, Dir. Johnny
Chotrani, PD Oscar Del Rosario, Rtn. Daniel Obradó, Rtn. Paul Koh, PD
Beda Fajardo, PP Archit Bartolome, and VP Reggie Yu.
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32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd



Philhealth President and CEO Emmanuel “Manny” R. Ledesma Jr. was
handed RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation. This was witnessed by Rtn. Paul
Anthony “Paul” T. Koh, DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez, Vice Pres.
Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu, Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios, and PD Abraham
“Abe” Pascual.
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

On behalf of President Raffy Alunan, Vice President Reggie Yu
announced that the D3810 Conference will take place on April 13-14,
2024, at the Manila Hotel. He encouraged everyone to attend and
mentioned that details will be provided by the Secretariat soon. He also
informed Manila Rotarians that preparations for the forthcoming 105th
RCM Anniversary on June 1, 2024 are underway.

32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd



After thanking the guest speaker
and all attendees, the meeting was
adjourned by VP Reggie Yu.

ADJOURNMENT
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32     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 14, 2024

ndnd

MEETING FELLOWSHIP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of March 20, 2024)
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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Executive Committee Meeting
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

An Executive Committee meeting
was held on March 7, 2024 to
discuss updates on the 105th RCM
Anniversary Celebration on June 1,
2024. Present were Pres. Raffy
Alunan, VP Reggie Yu, Treas. PJ
Garcia, IA Nick Locsin, and the
RCM Secretariat.
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Sixth Regular Board Meeting
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

On March 14, 2024, the 6th Regular Board Meeting took place. The BOD and
Officers discussed, assessed, and selected R.I. District 3810’s gubernatorial
candidate for the Rotary Club of Manila. Present were IPP Hermie Esguerra,
VP Reggie Yu, Dir./PE Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Albert Alday, Dir. Johnny Chotrani,
BLA Raoul Creencia, AS Rami Chahwan, and SAA Jason Bogovich. 
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ROTARACT CLUBS PROJECT
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Four (4) Family Gift Giving last December 2023, which is an annual activity every Yuletide
Season, in our chosen areas in (1) Brgy. 116, Tondo, Manila; (2) Brgy. Vasra, Diliman,
Quezon City; (3) Friends for Love Foundation, Quezon City and (4) Brgy. Barangka Ilaya,
Mandaluyong City. 

To complete the 5th Star Tip in our 5th Year Celebration of Holidaze, we will fulfill the
Family Gift Giving in Valenzuela City, spearheaded by the Rotaract Club of Valenzuela,
together with the participating organizations all over the Philippines. Part of the Holidaze
Project is we will Supporting ten (10) deserving Scholars with our partner-in-service
school/s in giving financial assistance to support their miscellaneous needs in school
such as daily allowance and transportation respectively; and last is the Kahidlaw: Charity
Gala Night that will be held tentatively on January 2024 at Makati Sports Club, Makati City
which showcases the whole event in presenting the growth of the Holidaze Project,
inviting the scholars and their parents, gathering of our event partners since we
launched this Holidaze from the first to this year’s fifth Holidaze and a successful
celebration for passionate service to mankind. 

This project was organized by the Rotaract Clubs listed below, who bravely and
compassionately launched a huge project that needs a lot of time, commitment, budget,
and perseverance to serve our fellowmen and provide to the neediest students affected
by poverty to continue their education in college.

3780 (1) Rotaract Club of Loyola Heights 3800 (1) Rotaract Club of Valenzuela 3810 (4)
Rotaract Club of Kabataang Maynila Rotaract Club of Manila Supreme 198 Rotaract Club of
STI College Rotaract Club of Tondo 3820 (2) Rotaract Club of Lucena Circle Rotaract Club of
Tanauan 3830 (1) Rotaract Club of Makati United 3870 (1) Rotaract Club of Iligan Bay

These courageous project leaders are heartfeltly knocking on your priceless and
generous hearts to fulfill together the golden rule of service: Be A Blessing to Others.
Below is a souvenir program, from which you can choose what category you feel to
support. This project aims to share blessings with countless beneficiaries, embracing
that the Holiday Season is a Time of Giving. 

Scholarship and Family Gift-Giving
Partnership Event Programs

Concluded Holidaze 2023

Sponsored by Rotary Club of Manila (Diamond Partner)
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ROTARACT CLUBS PROJECT
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Scholarship and Family Gift-Giving Partnership
Event Programs Concluded Holidaze 2023

Sponsored by Rotary Club of Manila (Diamond Partner)
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ROTARACT CLUBS PROJECT

Scholarship and Family Gift-Giving Partnership
Event Programs Concluded Holidaze 2023
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Sponsored by Rotary Club of Manila (Diamond Partner)
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ROTARACT CLUBS PROJECT

Scholarship and Family Gift-Giving Partnership
Event Programs Concluded Holidaze 2023
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Sponsored by Rotary Club of Manila (Diamond Partner)
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ROTARACT CLUBS PROJECT

Scholarship and Family Gift-Giving Partnership
Event Programs Concluded Holidaze 2023
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Sponsored by Rotary Club of Manila (Diamond Partner)



THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
RCM’s Necrological Services/Rites

for the late Mrs. Elizabeth “Baw” Alunan
(Spouse of Pres. Raffy Alunan III)
and Mrs. Nelita “Nellie” Valdez
(Spouse of PD Amado Valdez)

March 15, 2024 | Heritage Park, Taguig City

Sunshine Committee organized a necrological service headed by Chair Ricky Guevara. 

AT THE WAKE OF THE LATE MRS. NELLIE VALDEZ

Sunshine Committee Chair Ricky
Guevara led the invocation.  

VP Reggie Yu gave
his opening remarks.
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Vince
Carlos and PD Issam Eldebs

DGE Jackie Rodriguez delivered his
eulogy for the late Mrs. Nellie Valdez.

PD Issam Eldebs
delivered his eulogy. 

PDG Rudy Bediones and Dir.
Hans Palacios

RCM Members who were present: 

One of the sons of the late
Mrs. Nellie Valdez
delivered his eulogy.
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

PD Amado Valdez shared some fond
memories with his beloved wife and
thanked all the people who sent their
words of comfort and condolences
during this difficult time.

Also present were 
Rtn. John Tan, 
IPP Hermie Esguerra,
Rtn. Junjie Vasquez,
Dir. Tony Lopez,
and other visitors.

RCM World Famous Choral offered a song at the wake of 
Mrs. Nellie Valdez.
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
AT THE WAKE OF THE LATE MRS. ELIZABETH “BAW” ALUNAN 

VP Reggie Yu delivered
his opening remarks.

Sunshine Committee Chair Ricky
Guevara led the invocation.

Dir. Hans Palacious delivered
his eulogy.

Pres Raffy Alunan shared some fond
memories of their love story.
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

RCM members present at the wake of Mrs. Baw Alunan (from left): BLA Raoul
Creencia, PD Issam Eldebs, PP Boy Guevara, Dir. Hans Palacios, VP Reggie Yu,

Pres. Raffy Alunan, PD Oscar del Rosario, SAA Nagi Zeitouni, Sunshine
Committee Chair Ricky Guevara and PD John Cenica.

Clockwise: PP Boy Guevara, Rotary Ann Monette Guevara, PDG Rudy
Bediones, PD Oscar del Rosario, VP Reggie Yu, SAA Nagi Zeitouni, and
Rotary Ann Michelle Zeitouni
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

The RCM World Famous Chorale offered a song at the wake of Mrs. Baw Alunan.

Mr. Rafa Alunan delivered
his eulogy for his mom.

One of her daughters delivered a eulogy.
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PR NEWS CLIPPING

Business Mirror | March 15, 2024
By: Nonoy Lacza
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FELLOWSHIP
Post-85th Birthday Celebration

of PSAA Gunter Matshuck
Date: March 14, 2024 | Dinner Time

Venue: PSAA Gunter’s Residence, Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa City
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