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Protecting ourselves from unwanted and unexpected conditions is the key function of health
insurance. Everyone surely knows that hurdling a health or medical issue is by and in itself a
challenge. It will thus be a huge relief for one to know that the financial consequence of such
a rueful episode is adequately covered by the state’s health insurance fund. No less than the
Constitution articulates and upholds the people's right to health and right to health care, and
therefore, the government corporate entity tasked to administer the health insurance
system must perform its mandate with utmost judiciousness and competence.  
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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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32nd Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 14 March 2024, 11:30 AM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: RTN. JOSEPH EMMANUEL “Emman” A. DELA CRUZ

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song    

President’s Time 

Introduction of the Guest of Honor & Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker
Address:

EMMANUEL R. LEDESMA, JR.
President and CEO

Philippine Health Insurance Corporation

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment           

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

 

11:50 AM

1:05 PM

12:30 PM

12:50 PM

1:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PD ABRAHAM “Abe” F. PASCUAL

AVP of RCM Members 

RCM WF Music Chorale

DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

RTN. JOSEPH EMMANUEL “Emman” A. 
DELA CRUZ

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. PAUL ANTHONY “Paul” T. KOH

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

Mar. 8               Rtn. Brendan Egan
Mar. 9               Rtn. Nilo Aventura
Mar. 11             Rtn. JB Pallasigue | Rtn. Benedict Ibuyan
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter March 14, 2024    |    Page 04

MR. EMMANUEL R. LEDESMA
President and Chief Executive Officer
Philippine Health Insurance Corporation

Earned his degree in Bachelor of Science in Economics, with concentration
in Management at the University of the Philippines
Earned his Master's degree in Business Administration Major in Finance,
Management and Strategy at J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management
Northwestern University of Evanston, Illinois
Previously served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Power
Sector Assets and Liabilities Management (PSALM) Corporation for 5 years.
PSALM Corp., like PhilHealth, is a GOCC. Thereafter, Mr. Ledesma went
into power and energy consultancy.
His expertise lies in banking and corporate finances, with decades of work
experience in both local and international banks, including the Philippine
Commercial International Bank, Royal Bank of Canada and PCI Capital
Corporation.
He is likewise an expert in wealth management, having served as
Director/Vice President of Morgan Stanley and Co., Inc. Private Wealth
Management Group for 12 years.



It happened at a time when I was playing regularly. I think I played more than usual during
the entire third quarter of that year, only to slide back once again after being gobbled by my
busy work schedule.

On that fateful day, I was playing at Capitol Golf. My first four holes were among the better
ones I played in two weeks. I had 3 pars and 1 bogey going to the 5th hole. 

Standing at the blue tee, I determined that I needed to make a 157-160 yards shot. Using a
Dunlop DDH (#5) ball, and bringing out my trusty 6 iron (RAC COG, Taylor Made), I hit the ball
nice and clean and saw it beautifully draw onto the green. “I’m on the green,” I thought. “This
is good. I have a decent chance for a birdie.”

Upon reaching the green, I did not see my ball on the putting surface. I was baffled as I
thought I hit a good shot. I then thought that my ball fell off the surface and was gobbled by
the rough. There was another ball at the fringe, but it was not mine.

As it happened, there was a house being constructed at the adjoining fairway lot. The
construction workers excitedly called our attention and told us that the ball went inside the
hole. Inside the hole! 

What?? I made a hole-in-one??? I could not believe it. 

This experience has again made me realize that golf is very much like life itself. In life, when
you endeavor to do your best, some notable, if not exceptional results can follow. In golf, if
you give your best swing, you create the real possibility that, one day, your ball will luckily
and trippingly roll into the bottom of the cup for that ever-elusive hole-in-one. 

Keep doing your best, and good results will surely follow. Just a couple of days ago, I almost
made my second hole-in-one in a 175-yards par 3, missing the cup by about 6 inches. Who
knows, it could happen again, despite my inconsistent and sometimes erratic golf swing.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
The HOLE-in-ONE (Last of a 3-Part Series)

For the past two weeks, I have been writing about
golf and its various life lessons. In Part 1, I wrote
about the golf lessons on humility, perseverance,
and the importance of being focused in the
moment. In last week’s Part 2 of the series, I wrote
about the parallelisms of golf course situations with
real life scenarios, and on how our golfing instincts
should mirror how we address unique situations in
our lives. I said it all starts with a wise club selection,
and the careful examination of the environment.

The final lesson I wish to share is one I learned in
September 2006, when I made my first (and only, to
date) hole-in-one. 
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

The week’s Program Moderator, PD Issam Eldebs, efficiently navigated
the sequence of the meeting, resulting in a flow that made the gathering
both enjoyable and exciting. He began by inviting Manila Rotarians to be
seated to allow the meeting to officially commence. 
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31     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 7, 2024

stst



CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 31st weekly membership
meeting to order.

With a beautifully written prayer, PDG Alexander “Alex” P. Cureg led the
invocation which set the tone for the meeting.
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem. 

Rotarians were again reminded of their
commitment to live by the 4-Way Test, with
the recitation of this mantra led by PD
Issam Eldebs.

FOUR-WAY TEST
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ROTARY HYMN and WELCOME SONG

The singing of the Rotary Hymn and Welcome Song
was again led by the “World Famous” RCM Chorale.

31     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 7, 2024

stst



Captivating everyone in attendance with his talk, H.E., the Most
Reverend Charles John Brown, Papal Nuncio to the Philippines,
was indeed both an insightful and animated speaker.

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter March 14, 2024    |    Page 09

Rtn. Victor “Vic” G. Garcia III introduced the guest of honor and speaker.

GUEST SPEAKER

31     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 7, 2024

stst



OPEN FORUM

H.E., the Most Reverend Charles John Brown, gamely answered the
questions posed by (below photos, from left): PP Geoffrey Bernard William
Little (visiting Rotarian from RC Sydney, Australia), Dir. Hans Palacios,
Treas. PJ Garcia, VPE Joel Valdes, Rtn. Butch Alcantara, Rtn. Caloy
Serapio, Rtn. Daniel Obradó, Rtn. D. Edgard Cabangon, PD Beda Fajardo,
PP Archit Bartolome, Rtn. Vic Garcia, PD Abe Pascual, Pres. Raffy Alunan,
and DGE Jackie Rodriguez. Not in photo is RCMFI Pres. Willy Peliño. 
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H.E., the Most Reverend Charles John Brown was all smiles as he received
RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation. This auspicious moment was witnessed by
Rtn. Victor “Vic” G. Garcia III, PD Issam Eldebs, DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C.
Rodriguez, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III, and PDG Alex Cureg.
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31     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 7, 2024
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

President Raffy Alunan briefly updated the members on the Board of Directors' deliberation
scheduled for next week. The discussion will center on whom to support in the upcoming District
Governor election for Rotary Year 26-27. Additionally, he shared that through the initiative of Rotarian
John Cutter, a tripartite Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed a week ago with RC Manila
South and RC South San Francisco (USA), respectively. This agreement, aimed at fostering
collaboration in awareness building and future vaccination efforts for cervical cancer, is still pending
coordination and approval from local authorities.



President Alunan expressed hope for the finalization of two additional MOAs involving
Knowledge Channel, Abbott Laboratories, and the Parish volunteers of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. These agreements are focused on awareness building, addressing malnutrition,
oral health, water sanitation, hygiene, and disease prevention. They also include
interventions such as medical missions and feeding programs for the indigent
population in Barangay Cupang, Muntinlupa City. Furthermore, Rotaract members will
play a significant role in many of these projects, under the leadership of Committee
Chair Joshua Aragon, as part of a recently concluded MOA between RC Manila and the
Red Cross. The first blood donation project from this agreement is scheduled for this
month, with additional events planned for April and May. More details will be announced
shortly.

Lastly, President Alunan mentioned efforts to hold more joint meetings with other Rotary
Clubs under the leadership of Program Committee Chair DGE Jackie Rodriguez. This
initiative aims to extend RCM's spirit of goodwill, highlighting its status as the first Rotary
Club in Asia. This effort is also part of the preparations for RCM's 105th anniversary
celebration on June 1 this year, led by VP Reggie Yu in collaboration with the Technical
Working Group, comprising PDG Rudy Bediones, PE Jujut Enriquez, Director Mike Albana,
and Treasurer PJ Garcia.

President Alunan concluded his message by reflecting on the meaning and essence of
the Four-Way Test, especially in the context of the upcoming Lenten season.

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting
was adjourned by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.

ADJOURNMENT
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of March 14, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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The combined ExCom and Second RCM
Cup Ways and Means Committee
Meeting was held last March 12, 2024,
at Hexagon Lounge, RCBC Plaza, Ayala
Ave corner Buendia, Makati City. RCMFI
Chairman Lito Sibayan, President Willie
Peliño, IPC Jose Nuñez, Assistant.
Treasurer Mike Roxas, RCM Treasurer
PJ Garcia,  Rtn. Xavy Zialcita, Rtn. Rocco
Sarmiento, Rtn. Aldous Alingog, and
Rtn. Trustee Anton Mauricio were
present. Assistant Secretary Micray
Gonzalez and Rtn. Bertel Bertelsen
joined the meeting via Zoom.

Combined ExCom and Second RCM Cup
Ways and Means Committee Meeting
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From left: PDG Dindo Ocampo Berino of RC Cabanatuan North (D 3770), DGE Ed Trajano of
RC Baliuag Uptown (D3770), PDG Alex Cureg, and PDS/CP Lyndon Wong of Rotary E-Club of
Nueva Ecjia (D3770).

Rotary E-Club of Nueva Ecija Presents
Honorary Membership to PDG Alex Cureg

PDG Alexander "Alex" P. Cureg and DGE Ed Trajano of RC Baliuag Uptown (D3770) were
formally presented honorary memberships by the Rotary E-Club of Nueva Ecija during the e-
club's Charter Presentation and Induction of Officers and Members held on March 9, 2024.
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Present were PP Archit Bartolome, DGE Jackie Rodriguez, Pres. Raffy Alunan, PDG Vince
Carlos, PDG Obet Pagdanganan and PDG Rudy Bediones, with PRID Raffy Garcia III.

Rotary International President Gordon McInally
Meets with the Rotary Club of Manila Members

March 4, 2024 - Turf Room, Manila Polo Club
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Rotary International President Gordon McInally
Meets with the Rotary Club of Manila Members
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Some RCM members who attended the event were Pres. Raffy Alunan III,
PDG Vince Carlos, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PP Archit Bartolome, PDG Rudy
Bediones, DGE Jackie Rodriguez, and Rtn. Vee David.

Send-off Party for RI President Gordon McInally
Hosted by PRID Raffy Garcia III

March 4, 2024 - Turf Room, Manila Polo Club
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Send-off Party for RI President Gordon McInally
Hosted by PRID Raffy Garcia III



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

March 14, 2024    |    Page 26

Send-off Party for RI President Gordon McInally
Hosted by PRID Raffy Garcia III
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Send-off Party for RI President Gordon McInally
Hosted by PRID Raffy Garcia III
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Certificate of Appreciation awarded
to the Rotary Club of Manila

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) 2024

RYLA is one of the youth service
programs of Rotary International that
aims to provide a dynamic and
transformative leadership experience to
participants aged 16 – 30. 

This year’s RYLA, hosted by the Rotary
Club of Metro Escolta, was held on March
10, 2024, at KMC Solutions, One Ayala
Tower, Makati City. 

RYLA is open to all Rotaractors or
Interactors (with no previous RYLA
experience) and non-Rotaractors and
Interactors.
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There were 41 Rotary and Rotaract Clubs who registered for RYLA and 23 Co-host Clubs, including the
Rotary Club of Manila, to support our youth leaders. They have a total of 92 delegates for RYLA 2024.

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) 2024
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Gov. Lai Dela Cruz welcoming the
RYLA 2024 participants

Rotary Club of Manila sponsored 6 RAC Manila participants and 6 RAC DLSU participants
in RYLA 2024. 

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) 2024
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 Guest Speaker, Honorable Alfred Vargas

Welcome Remarks by SDG Ken Jamandre

Mr. Rainier Ladic, one of the guest speakers

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) 2024
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Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) 2024



THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 
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THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND
STAFF OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of

MRS. ELIZABETH “BAW” JALBUENA ALUNAN,
Spouse of President Rafael “Raffy” Alunan III,

who passed away peacefully in the grace of the Lord on March 13, 2024

Wake Schedule:
Heritage Park - Chapel 3

March 14 to 15, 2024 | 1:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

LET US OFFER OUR PRAYERS 
FOR THE ETERNAL REPOSE OF HER SOUL. 



THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND STAFF
OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of 

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter March 14, 2024    |    Page 34

THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MEMBERSHIP AND
STAFF OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

Condole with the family of

 MRS. NELITA “NELLIE” NATIVIDAD VALDEZ,
Spouse of PD Amado “Amading” Valdez,

who passed away peacefully in the grace of the Lord on March 13, 2024

Wake Schedule:
Heritage Park - Chapel 7-8

March 13 to 15, 2024

LET US OFFER OUR PRAYERS 
FOR THE ETERNAL REPOSE OF HER SOUL. 
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The Bistro Group Seals P175-M Lease
with National Development Company (NDC)
The National Development Company has secured roughly P175 million in revenue
from the restaurant chain, The Bistro Group, in the next 25 years. This was after TBG
Shared Services Inc. sealed a lease agreement with the Department of Trade and
Industry attached agency, NDC, a long-term 25-year commercial lease.

“The yearly lease is, (as per) ballpark figures, upwards of P7 million yearly. Funds
generated from the lease will be used in other current and/or future projects of NDC,”
said Rocky Acot, assistant general manager at NDC.

The long-term commercial lease covers a vacant lot owned by NDC along Kamagong
Street, Makati City, and will become the site of TBG Shared Services' new corporate
head office, consisting of up to five floors of office space, along with planned
commercial spaces on the ground floor.

The signing ceremony between NDC General Manager/Rtn. Anton Mauricio and TBG
President Jean-Paul Manuud was held at Italianni’s Circuit (one of TBG’s restaurant
concepts) on February 21, 2024.
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Consular Annual Ball
March 9, 2024 | Fairmont Hotel Makati 

Consuls CP Susing Pineda and PDG Vince Carlos organized the Consular Annual Ball.
Other RCM Members present at the event were PD Issam Eldebs, PD Oscar del Rosario,
Rtn. Gani Macatoman, and PDG Rudy Bediones.
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Consular Annual Ball
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Consular Annual Ball
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85th Birthday Celebration
of Rtn. Felicito “Tong” Payumo

March 7, 2024 | North Forbes Park, Makati City

Members of RCM attended Rtn. Tong Payumo’s
birthday celebration which was held at his
residence in Cambridge Circle, North Forbes
Park, Makati City, on March 7, 2024. Some of
them were Council of Past Presidents’ PP Boy
Guevara, PP Archit Bartolome, and PDG Rudy
Bediones. Present also at the event were PD
Pepo Nuńez, Amb. Vic Garcia, PSAA Gunter
Matschuck, PD Abe Pascual, PD Beda Fajardo,
and RCMFI Pres. Rtn. Willie Pelińo, together with
their Rotary Anns Monette Guevara, Sharon
Bediones, and Connie Garcia,  among others.
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85th Birthday Celebration
of Rtn. Felicito “Tong” Payumo
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Pre-90th Birthday Celebration
of Rtn. Avenilo Aventura

March 7, 2024 | Avenilo Aventura Hall, Heart Center, Quezon City
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