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The Lenten season is a perfect time to pause, reflect, and set aside our egos. It is an
opportune time to recognize our brokenness as humans. We are all flawed and, through
self-examination and prayer, must humbly acknowledge our sinful nature and the need
for conversion. With an honest resolve to amend our lives by invoking God’s love,
wisdom, and mercy, we can surely all worthily receive the gifts of Jesus’ resurrection --
the remediation of sins and the promise of new life.
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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J. BROWN
Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines
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31st Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, 07 March 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: PD ISSAM ELDEBS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song    

President’s Time 

Introduction of the Guest of Honor & Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker
Address:

His Excellency, the Most Reverend
CHARLES JOHN BROWN

Papal Nuncio to the Philippines

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment           

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:50 PM

1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PDG ALEX ANDER “Alex” P. CUREG

AVP of RCM Members 

RCM WF Music Chorale

PD ISSAM ELDEBS

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. VICTOR “Vic” G. GARCIA III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

Mar. 2               PVP Fausto Preysler
Mar. 7               Rtn. Tong Payumo
                           IPP Hermie Esguerra
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J. BROWN
Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines

Born:  New York City (USA), 13 October 1959

I. Academic information

B.A. (History) University of Notre Dame, 1981
M.A. (Theology) University of Oxford, 1984
M.A. (Medieval Studies) University of Toronto, 1985
M.Div. Saint Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, Yonkers, NY, 1989
S.Th.D. (Doctorate in Sacred Theology), Pontificio Ateneo Sant’Anselmo, Rome, 2008

II. Professional Information

Ordained to the priesthood in Saint Patrick’s Cathedral for the Archdiocese of New York
on 13 May 1989

1989 - 1991: Parochial vicar in Saint Brendan’s Church, East 206 Street, Bronx, New York
1994 - 2011: Officer of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Vatican City State
2011 - 2017: Apostolic Nuncio to Ireland (26 November 2011)
2017 - 2020: Apostolic Nuncio to Albania (9 March 2017)
2020 -          : Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines (appointed 28 September 2020,
                       presented Letter of Credence 14 December 2020)

Languages spoken fluently: English, Italian



Wise club selection. This is important. It bears emphasizing that one’s golf bag is equipped
with several clubs, and each golfer uses these various clubs in the course of the game.

In each bag, there is usually the driver, fairway woods, hybrids, irons, wedges, and a putter.
Each has its unique loft, shaft length, weight distribution, and shape. Each has its unique
utility and value, too. The variety of golf clubs for a golfer’s utilization brings some
reflections.

Firstly, in life, as in golf, you need a different tool for specific and different situations. A
golfer do not use a driver when a ball is in a fried-egg lie in the sand. A wedge, on the other
hand, will surely not suffice if you need your ball to clear a 210-yard water hazard.

In life, as in golf, you need to wisely use the right tools to get out of tight situations. For
each golf shot, especially the challenging ones, you need to know the line, angle and
needed trajectory, and accordingly use the correct club to achieve your target.

In life, as in golf, you must be fully focused on your objective, trust your pre-determined
and well-studied move, and just go for it.

In life, as in golf, you need to carefully study your environment. In determining a shot
during a game, you must evaluate your situation: measure the length of the grass you are
in, check the lie of the ball, know the direction and strength of the wind you need to
contend with. It is only after then that you determine the appropriate shot to make.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
THOUGHTS ON GOLF (PART 2)

Last week, I wrote about my fascination with golf
and the lessons it imparts: humility, perseverance,
the importance of being focused in the moment,
and on savoring and enjoying each step, each
stroke, each putt.

On the same day I wrote my piece last week, my wife
surprised me with her first ever Ladies Golf
Championship win in the San Beda Law Golf Club
tournament. I am sure this milestone will further
inspire her and make her love the sport even more.
Instrumental to her good score was her ability to
make consistent good swings, as well as her wise
club selections during the game.

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter March 7, 2024    |    Page 05



EDITOR'S NOTE
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In life, as in golf, you cannot allow yourself to be distracted or curtailed by hurdles and
difficulties, including the noise and cacophony of useless gibberish around you. As a
golfer, you cannot allow yourself to be intimidated by the bunkers, water hazards, cliffs,
and ravines. Instead, you should boldly set your sights on the green and trust that your
best shot will get you there.

In life, as in golf, you must know when to make a more conservative move. As a golfer,
you will not always be in the best position to attack the green. It is thus advisable to
adjust, wisely manage the situation, take a lay-up shot, and make the best up and down. 

In life, as in golf, the journey is always best enjoyed in the company of friends. Every
social golfer knows that, more than a good score, it is the time spent with friends,
enjoying a good laugh, and having a couple of drinks after a game that make a golf day
lovingly memorable. Indeed, what good is a hole-in-one if there is nobody there to
witness you actually accomplishing it? Also, a funny goof in the golf course becomes
more indelible when your best buddies are there to playfully sass you about it.

In life, as in golf, you become a true gentleman not just by what you say, but (more
importantly) by what you do. The walk must match the talk. Golfers declare their own
penalties in the course of the game, not necessarily because somebody saw it, but
because it is the truth, it is fair, it strengthens the friendship and trust among fellow
golfers, and quite simply, because it is the right thing to do.

In life, as in golf, you will make mistakes, you will falter, you will not always hit the ball
perfectly, but there will always be a second shot, an opportunity to recover and redeem
yourself.
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

The much applauded and animated moderating job of Rtn. Joaquin
“Jop” Esquivias gave the week’s meeting a unique and cheerful vibe. 

30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

On behalf of Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III, VP Reginald “Reggie” Yu
called the 30th weekly membership meeting to order.

With a beautifully written prayer, Rtn. Teddy Tee led the invocation for the
membership.
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30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth



PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem. 

Rotarians were again reminded of their
commitment to live by the 4-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by
Rtn. Christian “Chris” Bello.

FOUR-WAY TEST
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RCM HYMN

The singing of the Manila Rotary Hymn
once again brought more meaning to the
weekly gathering.

30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth



Mr. Ramon “RJ” Jacinto gave an interesting talk, much to the delight
of the Rotarians and guests in attendance.

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER
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PDG Vicente “Vince” Carlos introduced the guest speaker.

GUEST SPEAKER

30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth



OPEN FORUM

Mr. Ramon “RJ” Jacinto gamely engaged in an interactive
conversation with visiting Rotarian from RC Sydney, (Australia)
PP Geoffrey Bernard William Little.
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30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth



The RCM Plaque of Appreciation and meaningful tokens were handed
to Mr. Ramon “RJ” Jacinto by DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez and
Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION
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30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth



After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting
was adjourned by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III delivered a very brief welcome
message and thanked everyone present. He also shared some
personal accounts and fond memories with Mr. Ramon Jacinto,
and thanked him as well for hosting the venue for the 30th WMM.

ADJOURNMENT
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PRESIDENT’S TIME
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30     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
March 1, 2024

thth
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MEETING FELLOWSHIP
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of March 6, 2024)
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Ermita, Manila
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RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
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HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
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REGINALD T. YU
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