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Each Manila Rotarian is a cog in the wheel, a key component of a service organization
that is the Rotary Club of Manila. Through classification talks, Club members are given
the opportunity to know more about a specific member – his profession, his passion, his
family life, and what made him become a Rotarian. Truly, this cherished Rotary tradition
of affording a member to talk about himself and his profession during a Club meeting is
something that must be celebrated and perpetuated.
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Chief Executive Officer, Zagana, Inc.
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29th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, February 22, 2024  12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: PD ISSAM ELDEBS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test

Birthday Celebrants
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song    

Introduction of the Classification Talk Speaker

Classification Talk
RTN. JOSHUA RUEBEN ARAGON

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

President’s Time 
To discuss membership concerns and other
matters

Open Forum / Q.A.

Adjournment           

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

12:40 PM

1:00 PM 

1:05 PM 

1:30 PM 

2:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. MICHAEL “Mike” D. ROXAS

AVP of RCM Members 

PD ISSAM ELDEBS

RCM WF Music Chorale

Rtn. JOAQUIN PABLO “Jop” A. ESQUIVIAS

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

Feb. 15 – Rtn. Jordan Pizarras
Feb. 16 – Rtn. Klaus Muller
Feb. 17 – Rtn. Jun Aventura
Feb. 22 – Rtn. Dante Gierran
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Joshua Aragon is a hands-on Chief Executive Officer (CEO), a manufacturing engineer,
and an EMBA graduate of Asian Institute of Management with expertise in business
development, strategy & operations, water & wastewater treatment, real estate,
biomedical manufacturing, and the hospitality industry.

Through strategic foresight, drive, and determination, he founded high-growth startups,

Zagana is a Farm-to-Kitchen platform with the mission to establish a food-secure
Philippines at competitive prices while providing better livelihood to our farmers. Our
aim is to build sustainable distribution network of micro-fulfillment centers (MFCs) from
farm to city-level and offers a 30min delivery for the convenience of our users.

Pushkart.ph, an online grocery service partnering with major supermarket chains in the
Philippines.

Before that, he competed his first start-up, Lapatronix, a minimally invasive laparoscopy
surgical tool that won Gold in the Intel-DST Asia Pacific Challenge held in Bangalore,
India and proceeded to compete in the Intel GlobalChallenge held in UC Berkeley, USA.

As a leader and self-sufficient innovator, Josh is comfortable in any role, from the
executive boardroom to the manufacturing floor. He is a savvy negotiator known for
strong business development and relationship-building skills. Josh's innate ability to
build high-performance teams, including his strategically selected executive
management staff, has served as a growth catalyst and infused productive energy into
the workplace.

Pushkart.ph was awarded as the Top 10 Startups in Techtonic, Top 10 Startups in YES!
Startup Summit, Top 6 Startups in ASEAN50 Slingshot: Startups to the RESQUE and a
finalist for the Best Newcomer of the ASEAN RiceBowl Startup Awards 2017.

CLASSIFICATION TALK SPEAKER
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foster unity, peace and understanding among his fellowmen and brother Rotarians.

Primus Inter Pares:* Often called by its Latin form, primus entre pares, a first among equals
structure is based upon a shared respect between each person within a team or the
organization. A first-among-equals approach means that in the context of the work within a
club or organization, the person with the most immediate responsibility for the work leads.
The others assist as servant leaders. 

In a first-among-equals situation, each person comes to the group with their own set of
responsibilities, their own perspective and their own commitment to the overall interests of
the individuals in the group. They come to contribute. 

But leaders, especially elected leaders forming a decision-making body, must come primarily
with the interest and well-being of the organization in mind. They must find a way to work
together.

Servant Leadership:** Beginning in the middle decades of the 20th century, leadership began
to cease being synonymous with the concept of management. Experts like Peter Drucker and
James Magregor Burns began to address leadership as a separate field of study. During this
time, Robert Greenleaf became one of the first writers to advance a fresh approach to
leadership. He bridged the traditional structural approach to leadership with a more human-
centered approach. Greenleaf’s contribution to the field of leadership is known as servant
leadership. Greenleaf was addressing a problem that he saw, not unlike Lord Acton, as the
unconstrained ego of organizational leaders.

* ** Dr. Ed Brenegar, Circle of Impact (June 21, 2018)

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
MUSINGS ON UNITY AND LEADERSHIP

Rotary and February 23: The month of February is
very special in the Rotary calendar because it
includes the anniversary of the first meeting of
Rotary held on February 23, 1905, now
designated as the World Understanding and
Peace Day. Interestingly, the first Rotary meeting
held on February 23, 1905 was a Thursday, which
is surely the inspiration behind the weekly
Thursday meeting schedule of various Rotary
Clubs, including Asia’s First.

As the Rotary World celebrates “Understanding
and Peace Day”, may all Manila Rotarians be
inspired to honestly imbibe what it truly means to 
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

Although based most of the time in Japan, Rtn. Vee David acceded to be the
week’s Program Moderator. Having flown in from Japan just the night before the
meeting, he played his role as host emcee of the meeting with gusto. He began
by inviting Manila Rotarians to be seated to allow the meeting to officially begin. 

28     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 15, 2024

thth
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Sounding the bell and generating enthusiastic applause from the members in
attendance, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 28th weekly
membership meeting to order.

With a beautifully written prayer for everyone in attendance,
Rtn. Abdulgani “Gani” M. Macatoman led the invocation.
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thth
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem. 

Rotarians were again reminded of their
commitment to live by the Four-Way Test, with
the recitation of this mantra led by Rtn. D.
Edgard A. Cabangon.

FOUR-WAY TEST WELCOME SONG 

With numerous guests delightedly
listening, the “World’Famous” RCM Chorale
led the singing of the Welcome Song.
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thth
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PRESIDENT’S TIME
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President Raffy Alunan informed the members that various MOAs
are expected to be finalized in the next few weeks. He also
mentioned that, as part of the MOA with the Red Cross, bloodletting
events will take place in March and April of this year, involving
approximately 1,500 participants.

IPP Hermie Esguerra took the opportunity to announce the forthcoming RCM
activity entitled “Inspection of Trash Barrier” along the Pasig River, together with the
DENR-PRCMO, on February 17, 2024.

28     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 15, 2024

thth
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INDUCTION OF NEW RCM MEMBERS

RCMers warmly welcomed two distinguished individuals as freshly minted members.
Hanada Takahiro, Minister and Consul General of the Embassy of Japan to the Philippines,
took his oath as a Manila Rotarian. He was joined by Amb. Miguel Utray of the Embassy of
the Kingdom of Spain to the Philippines, who was given an Honorary Membership.

Hanada Takahiro, Minister and Consul General of the Embassy of Japan to the Philippines.                       
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Amb. Miguel Utray of the Embassy of  the Kingdom of Spain to the Philippines.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

DE Rod G. Valencia, who himself served as a Provincial Government and Member
of the House of Representatives, introduced the guest speaker, another celebrated

public officer, Batangas Governor Hermilando I. Mandanas.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

Batangas Governor Hermilando I. Mandanas gave an interesting talk about his
memorable milestones and achievements as a public servant. He also touched on various
policy issues which he had championed, and a specially relevant local government taxation
issue that he dramatically won in the Supreme Court. 
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 OPEN FORUM

Gov. Mandanas gamely engaged in an interactive
conversation with (below photos, from left) PP Chito
Zaldarriaga, PP Archit Bartolome, PD Beda Fajardo, and
PDG Obet Pagdanganan.
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RCM BANNERETTE FOR RC SAIGON

Governor Hermilando I. Mandanas received
RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation, witnessed by
(from left) DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez,
Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III, Rtn.
Abdulgani “Gani” M. Macatoman, and Rtn. D.
Edgard A. Cabangon.

After thanking the guest speaker and all
attendees, the meeting was adjourned
by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.

ADJOURNMENT
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February 15, 2024

thth

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan III and DGE Joaquin “Jackie”
Rodriguez presented to RC Saigon Pres. John Bayarong the RCM
Banerette. Pres. John was joined by his wife, Ms. Beth Bayarong.
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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LIST OF ATTENDEES
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LIST OF ABSENTEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
(As of February 21, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024
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Seventh Special Board Meeting 
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On February 19, 2024, the 7th Special Board Meeting took place. Present were
VP Reggie Yu, Dir. Albert Alday, AS Rami Chahwan, IPP Hermie Esguerra, PE/Dir.
Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Mike Albaña, and Dir. Johnny Chotrani.

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE
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Lakan-Dula Elementary School & F. Benitez
Elementary School WASH Project

Turnover held on February 15, 2024

February 22, 2024    |    Page 25



balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Lakan-Dula Elementary School & F. Benitez
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Turnover held on February 15, 2024

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE

February 22, 2024    |    Page 26



ENVIRONMENT
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Inspection Tour of the Floating Trash Barriers
Installed in Pasig River, Donated by RCM

Event: 

Date: 
Meeting & Drop-off Points: 

Gathering Time: 
Departure Time: 

Estimated Duration: 

Inspection of floating trash barriers that were donated by RCM in
September 2022 and installed at the portal of each of 18
estuaries along the Pasig River in November 2022 through the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Pasig River
Coordinating and Management Office (DENR-PRCMO)

Saturday, February 17, 2024
Lawton Pasig River Ferry Station, Manila
7:00 AM for Safety Briefing
8:00 AM
2 Hours
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IPP Hermie Esguerra and Environment Chairman Junjie Vasquez
presented an overview of the project. 

RCM members who attended the project visit:

(Seated in the first row, from left) 
Dir. Mike Albana, PD Beda Fajardo, Chair Junjie Vazquez, VPE Joel Valdes, Rtn. Mike Roxas

(Seated in the second row, from left) 
Rtn. Vee David, Dir. Hans Palacios, Rtn. Ramby Nolido, VP Reggie Yu, DE Henry Go 

(Standing, from left)
Joselito Lord (Secretariat), Rtn. Nagi Zeitouni, Rtn. Caloy Serapio, PT Lito Sibayan, Rtn. Shigeru
Shimoda, IPP Hermie Esguerra, PP Archit Bartolome, Rtn. Ricky Guevara

ENVIRONMENT
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Zamora Bridge (Sta. Mesa/Pandacan, Manila)

San Juan River

ENVIRONMENT
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Del Pan Bridge (Tondo, Manila)

Entry point of San Juan River
from Pasig River

Along Sevilla Bridge (boundary of Sta. Mesa,
Manila and Mandaluyong City)

Jones Bridge (Escolta, Manila)

ENVIRONMENT
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At least P2 trillion in funds supposedly for
local government units (LGUs) remain
unappropriated as per the so-called
Mandanas-Garcia doctrine that allows
provinces’ tax collections to be used for
their own infrastructure needs and other
services, according to Batangas Gov.
Hermilando Mandanas.

Mandanas bared that the supposed funds,
following the Mandanas-Garcia doctrine—
in a landmark cases decided by the
Supreme Court for regional development
—have remained unacted upon via the
budget deliberations in Congress.
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Mandanas was guest speaker at the Manila
Rotary Club regular weekly meeting at the
Manila Polo Club.

He said that the LGUs have been empowered
to have the funds, but Congress continues to
approve budgets that do not take into
account the individual needs of the
provinces. Such needs were supposed to be
deliberated upon by the Regional
Development Councils (RDCs).

The RDCs, he said, are the ones that know what
infrastructure projects to pursue such as road
works and other services but unfortunately, it is
Congress that makes the appropriations that,
almost always, fails to take into account what
the provinces actually need.

Sharing his experience as Batangas governor,
Mandanas said that the province can boast of
having the facilities for all of the
municipalities and even barangays, as their
needs are accounted for during the meetings
of the RDCs.

He revealed the difficulty that provinces
experience in dealing with the national
government. For instance, he said, Batangas
should already have an international harbor
approved by the National Economic and
Development Authority, but the budget for
such an important economic facility has not
been set aside.

Batangas can now boast of higher revenues
with the infrastructure push that the province
has undertaken and this has resulted even in
higher revenues for the government. The
customs zone in Batangas remits much
higher revenues than before due to the 

changes that have been introduced, he said.

During the open forum, he also discussed the
problems of corruption which he said can be
solved by just applying the four tenets of the
Rotary Club. What is needed, he stressed, is a
day-to-day interaction that will include a
communion with God since there is, after all,
karmic justice.

Mandanas pointed out that there are already
laws in place to address corruption, and what
is needed is just their implementation. In his
view, the Anti-Red Tape Authority needs also
to go beyond the scope of its operations to
ensure economic growth.

The Mandanas-Garcia doctrine calls for the
increase in the Internal Revenue Allotment of
provinces. That doctrine, which Mandanas
filed with the Supreme Court, mandates an
increase by 55 percent of the IRA allotments
of provinces.

The Batangas governor, who served three
terms before and then took a stint in
Congress to sponsor the so-called Mandanas
ruling, said that the national government
should heed the voice of the provinces in
setting aside funds for their needs.

What is happening, he said, is that the
provinces come up with their own plans and
programs for their respective jurisdictions
but Congress does not take this into account
in approving the budget.

Worse, the national budget approves funds
that do not actually result in fostering
economic impact, via the projects, to the
provinces concerned.

PR NEWS CLIPPINGSPR NEWS CLIPPINGS
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February 16, 2024
By Nonoy Lacza

PR NEWS CLIPPINGSPR NEWS CLIPPINGS
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
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February 20, 2024 at the Grand Hilton Hotel Newport, Pasay City

VP Reggie Yu Inducted as President of the
Philippine Paint and Coatings Association, Inc.
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VP Reggie Yu Inducted as President of the
Philippine Paint and Coatings Association, Inc.



RCM Music Committee Serenades PP Babes Reyes
on His Birthday
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

During the Foundation Day of Central Colleges of the Philippines on February 15, 2024,
the RCM Music Committee serenaded PP Babes Reyes in celebration of his birthday. RCM
Music Chorale Chairman PD Oscar del Rosario organized the members to sing for PP
Babes Reyes in coordination with Mrs. Lennie Reyes. PP Babes Reyes generously hosted
the Rotary Club of Manila members for a sumptuous dinner.
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Members
took turn

to serenade
the birthday

celebrant, 
PP Babes

Reyes.

FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP
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PD Jun Hallare Hosts Pre-Valentine's Day Fellowship
for Aleco Group and Spouses at Leblanc Roofdeck
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On February 12, 2024, PD Jun Hallare hosted a Pre-Valentine's Day Fellowship for Aleco
group members and their spouses at his Leblanc Roofdeck in Capitolyo, Pasig. The event
was a cocktail and dinner affair.

FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

February 22, 2024    |    Page 38



PD Jun Hallare Hosts Pre-Valentine's Day Fellowship
for Aleco Group and Spouses at Leblanc Roofdeck
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