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Opening opportunities for provinces and other areas in the countryside to develop and
provide an economically healthy environment for their constituencies is an imperative.
Indeed, when the rural poor sector find life getting more difficult by the day, they migrate
to the metropolitan areas, hoping to find greener pastures. However, with an already
congested metropolis, they ruefully end up joining the ranks of the urban poor. In short,
while they went to a different location, they find themselves in the same economic
situation. Clearly, the accelerated growth of the various provinces and localities outside our
city centers must be encouraged, driven, and supported. In this worthy endeavor, dynamic
local government executives invariably play a pivotal role, and it is through their
leadership, vision, and urban planning skills that their constituencies will have a hope for a
better future, in their own towns and cities.

Kabalita

HON. HERMILANDO I. MANDANAS
Governor, Province of Batangas

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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28th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, February 15, 2024  12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: RTN. VIRGILIO “Vee” DAVID

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn                                             

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song            

Birthday Celebrants
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song               

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. ABDULGANI “Gani” M. MACATOMAN

AVP of RCM Members 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. EDGARD “Ed” A. CABANGON

RTN. VIRGILIO “Vee” DAVID

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Feb. 09            Rtn. Chris Acosta
                         Rtn. Dong Benedicto
                         STAR Rtn. Val Co
Feb. 10            PP Chito Zaldarriaga
Feb. 12            PAT Willy Lim
Feb. 14            Rtn.Tobi Rast
                         Rtn. Nico Hallare
Feb. 15            Rtn. Jordan Pizarras
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

President’s Time 

Induction of New Members

Proposers

1.  HANADA, Takahiro (Japanese)
     Minister and Consul-General 
     Embassy of Japan in the Philippines
     Classification: Diplomatic Mission
     Proposer: PDG Vicente “Vince” J. Carlos
 
2. MIGUEL UTRAY (Spanish)
     Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain to the Philippines
     Embassy of Spain in the Philippines
     Classification: Diplomatic Service
     Proposer: Rtn. Daniel Obradó

Oath of Membership

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
HON. HERMILANDO I. MANDANAS

Governor, Province of Batangas

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PDG VICENTE “Vince” J. CARLOS
RTN. DANIEL CALZADO “Dan” OBRADÓ

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

DE ROD G. VALENCIA

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation                                                                                                   

Adjournment    

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

12:50 PM

12:55 PM

1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM 

28th Weekly Membership Meeting 
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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Hermilando Ingco Mandanas (born March 25, 1944), also known as Dodo Mandanas and colloquially as
Dodo, is a Filipino politician who served as Governor of Batangas since 2016; previously served this
position from 1995 until 2004. He served as a Member of the House of Representatives of the
Philippines, representing the 2nd District of Batangas from 2004 until 2013.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

Hermilando Ingco Mandanas was born on March 25, 1944, in Bauan, Batangas. He finished his
Bachelor of Science in Commerce degree as consistent dean's lister – first honor at De La Salle
University. He then became a university scholar at the University of the Philippines and studied
for his master's degree in business administration, where he graduated honor roll. He obtained
his honorary degree (honoris causa) as doctorate in humanities at Batangas State University.

He also served as chairman of Department of Accountancy (1968–1969), associate dean of
School of Commerce (1967–1969) and a member of the board of trustees (1979–1985) in the De
La Salle University.

CAREER

PRIVATE SECTOR

Mandanas started out by working for different companies. He was a supervisor of the Carlos J.
Valdes & Co. from 1963 to 1965. He then served as an executive assistant to the president of the
Far East Bank and Trust Company. In 1972, he was the president of the Fereit Realty Development
Corporation until 1975 and as the Philippine Commercial Delegate of the Banque Francaise Du
Commerce Exterior from 1975 to 1978. Then he became the managing director of the Manila &
Hong Kong Capital Corporation from 1980 until 1987.

He also served as the director for: Alpa Asia Hotels & Resorts Incorporated; United States Capital
Corporation; Philippines-China Development Corporation; Oriental Pacific Equities (Hong Kong);
Manila Taiwan Development Corporation; Apex Mining and Exploration Company and Rural Bank
of Batangas.

From 1987 to 1995, he also was the chairperson and president of the: Omnivest; Hedge Issues
Management; Abacus Consolidated Holdings; Suricon Resources Corp.; and HIM Management Corp.

HON. HERMILANDO I. MANDANAS
Governor, Province of Batangas
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER
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GOVERNMENT SECTOR

After the issuance of the Presidential Decree No. 1396, Mandanas served as the 1st general
manager of the Human Settlements Development Corporation under former president
Ferdinand Marcos.

From 1995 to 2004, he served as Governor of the Province of Batangas and concurrently
became president of Federation of Regional Development Council of the Philippines. He also
served as chairman of the Regional Development Council (Region IV-A, Southern Tagalog)
from 1995 to 2004, Regional Peace and Order Council (Region IV-A) from 1995 to 2001 and
from 2003 to 2004 and CALABARZON Coordinating Council (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal,
Quezon) from 2001 to 2004.

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Ways And Means – Former Chairman
Economic Affairs – Vice-Chairperson
Banks And Financial Intermediaries – Member For The Majority
Bases Conversion – Member For The Majority
East ASEAN Growth Area – Member For The Majority
Energy – Member For The Majority
Foreign Affairs – Member For The Majority
Globalization And WTO – Member For The Majority
Government Enterprises And Privatization – Member For The Majority
Justice – Deputized Member
Millennium Development Goals – Member For The Majority
National Defense And Security – Member For The Majority
Trade And Industry – Member For The Majority
Congressional Oversight Committees
Comprehensive Tax Reform Program – Former Chairman
Physical Examination of Imported Articles – Former Chairman
Official Development Assistance – Former Chairman
Safeguard Measures Act – Former Member
Awards/Citations Received
Philconsa's Medal of Wisdom and Courage Awardee, Phil. Constitution Association,
February 8, 2012 (Constitution Day)
2006 Dangal Ng Pilipinas Awardee, Consumers Union of the Philippines
2005 Regional Kabalikat Awardee, Technical Education & Skills Development Authority
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, Most Outstanding Congressman, Makati Graduate
School, Congress Magazine, MV Gallego Foundation
2004 Outstanding Public Official, Consumer's Union of the Philippines, 15th Annual
National Consumers Award
Outstanding Governor Award, 2nd Local Government Leadership Award, Senate, Republic
of the Philippines, 2002 and 2003
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WinS is truly a laudable school-based holistic program for personal health care and
environmental sanitation through a set of standards for proper and correct health practices
in schools. It seeks to promote correct hygiene and sanitation practices through hygiene and
sanitation education and the provision of standards for safe water supply and appropriate
sanitation facilities. Under the program, a school will be deemed compliant if it has a reliable
water system that provides safe and sufficient water, especially for hand-washing and
drinking; sufficient number of toilets for students and teachers that are private, safe, clean,
and culturally and gender appropriate.

RCM can surely contribute and help selected schools in the National Capital Region comply
with the requirements of the WinS Program, by helping provide the needed washing stations.

Today, the WASH Committee is scheduled to turn-over handwashing stations in two
elementary schools in Tondo, Manila --- Lakandula and Francisco Benitez. The handwashing
station for Lakandula Elementary School is designed for kindergarten students, while the one
constructed for F. Benitez Elementary School is intended for Grade 5 to 6 students.

The turn-over program will incorporate a mini-orientation on handwashing protocols as well
as best oral hygiene practices. The latter component was made possible because of the
proactive and initiative of the Oral Hygiene Committee Chairman John Cutter, who has
partnered with the WASH Committee. RCM is also joined in this worthy endeavor by the
Rotaract Club of Manila and the Rotaract Club of DLSU. 

Hopefully, Manila Rotarians can join and witness the turn-over ceremonies in the two
schools today, February 15, at 3:30 in the afternoon.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
WASHING STATIONS

Since 2022, the RCM WASH Committee focused
on assisting schools comply with the WASH in
Schools Program of the Department of Education
(DepEd). The Policy and Guidelines for the
Comprehensive Water, Sanitation and Hygiene in
Schools (WinS) Program was issued by the DepED
through DepEd Order 10, s. 2016. The DepEd
acknowledges that lack of access to adequate
water supply, insufficient toilet and proper
handwashing facilities, and non-practice of
hygiene behavior remain key contributors to
hygiene and sanitation challenges. This led to the
launching of the DepEd WinS Program.
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios was the Program
Moderator, shepherding the flow of the weekly meeting. He
began by inviting Manila Rotarians to be seated to allow the
meeting to officially commence. 

27     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 8, 2024

thth
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the
27th weekly membership meeting to order.

With a carefully composed prayer, Rtn. Lorenzo “Toti” Cortez
led the invocation for the membership.

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter February 15, 2024    |    Page 09

27     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 8, 2024

thth
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem. 

Rotarians were reminded of their commitment
to live by the Four-Way Test, with the recitation
of this mantra led by Rtn. Joshua Reuben
“Josh” Aragon.

FOUR-WAY TEST WELCOME SONG 

The “World-Famous” WF Chorale led
the singing of the Welcome Song.
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

President Raffy Alunan allotted his President’s Time to accommodate the historic MOA
signing between the Rotary Club of Manila and the Philippine National Red Cross (PRC).
The MOA focuses on providing Membership Accident Assistance Benefits for registered
members. Another MOA was likewise consummated for the joint undertaking of blood
donation activities. Similar MOAs were executed between PRC and the Rotaract of
Manila, as well as the Rotaract Club of DLSU.

HCP Arvin Reyes (Rotaract Club of Manila)
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From left: PRC’s Sec. Gen. Dr. Gwendolyn “Gwen” Pangan, PRC’s Chairman, Mr. Richard “Dick” Gordon,
RCM Pres. Rafael “Raffy” Alunan III, and Rtn. Joshua Reuben “Joshua” Aragon

HCP Lene Wong (Rotaract Club of DLSU)
Both signed the MOA, witnessed by Pres. Raffy Alunan III and Rtn./Dr. Paul Kho.

27     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 8, 2024

thth
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

Rtn. Gerard Sean Rodriguez introduced the Guest of Honor and Speaker,
Cong. Anthony Rolando T. Golez, Jr., Malasakit@Bayanihan Partylist Representative.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

In his captivating talk, Cong. Anthony Rolando T. Golez, Jr. gave the Rotarians and guests a
glimpse of the country’s national health system, underscoring the various challenges that
must be addressed.
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27     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 8, 2024

thth
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 OPEN FORUM

Cong. Anthony Rolando T. Golez, Jr. gamely addressed the
questions posed by (below photos, from left) VPE Joel Valdes,
PD Abe Pascual, and PD Beda Fajardo.
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Cong. Anthony Rolando T. Golez, Jr. received RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation,
witnessed by (from left) Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios, DGE Joaquin “Jackie” C.
Rodriguez, and Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees,
the meeting was adjourned by Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.

ADJOURNMENT
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MEETING FELLOWSHIP 
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MEETING FELLOWSHIP 
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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LIST OF ABSENTEES



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of February 14, 2024)
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE
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WASH Committee Chair Raoul and Vice Chair Emman met the School Principals of Lakandula
and F. Benitez, preparatory to the turn-over of the washing stations on February 16, 2024.

Meeting of WASH Committee Chair and Vice Chair
with School Principals for Washing Stations Turnover
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE
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Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile was unanimously
acclaimed by the President and Members
of the Rotary Club of Barasoain as its
Honorary Member after serving as Guest
of Honor and Speaker at the Club’s 21st
Weekly Members Meeting on February 7th.

Acting on an impromptu motion from the
floor, RC Barasoain President Carlo Pacifico
U. Aniag approved the same and formally
accepted Rtn Senen as the Club’s second-
ever Honorary Member, in the presence of
its first, PDG Pacifico “Boy” Aniag of District
3770.

The proclamation followed Rtn. Senen’s
speech which traced his awareness and
understanding of Rotary to his work in the
early ‘90s  as lay-out artist of  club bulletins, 

CREATE HOPE
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
Manila Rotarian Proclaimed Honorary Member

of RC Barasoain
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Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile speaks
before the Rotary Club of
Barasoain as its President,
Carlo Pacifico U. Aniag looks on. 

souvenir programs and other publications of
numerous Rotary clubs in District 3770
during the incumbency of PDG Boy. Rtn
Senen declared that while he only recently
became a member of RC Barasoain’s
grandmother club, he has always endeavored
to apply the Four-Way Test and other
Rotarian ideals during his 26 years of service
as a diplomat, particularly in protecting the
interests of Filipinos working and living
abroad.

RC Barasoain is a daughter club of RC
Malolos, which in turn is a daughter club of
RC Manila. Incidentally, RC Malolos, assisted
by all its daughter clubs in Bulacan, is
preparing to celebrate its 75th anniversary
this coming July, hopefully with the presence
of a sizable delegation from its mother club.
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
Manila Rotarian Proclaimed Honorary Member

of RC Barasoain
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Rtn. Senen and PDG Pacifico “Boy” Aniag confer
during the program, shortly before the former
follows the latter in becoming an Honorary
Member of RC Barasoain.

The officers and members of RCM’s granddaughter club pose with Rtn. Senen after the meeting’s adjournment.

Photos by RC Barasoain Secretary Virgilio Valenzuela



PRES. RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
Publisher

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Editor-in-Chief

SDG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser

RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
VP REGINALD T. YU

Managing Editors

RTN. AVELINO L. ANDAL
Contributing Editor

RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant

RCM SECRETARIAT

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

RCM OFFICE

543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.
Ermita, Manila

Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
President

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Immediate Past President

REGINALD T. YU
Vice President

Directors

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ALBERT S. ALDAY

MICHAEL JAEY C. ALBAÑA
ANTONIO S. LOPEZ

ALBERT C. PALACIOS
EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ III

EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary

PAUL JOSEPH M. GARCIA
Club Treasurer

JASON M. BOGOVICH
NAGI ZEITOUNI

Sergeant-at-Arms

RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser

TEODORO ALEJANDRO Y. KALAW IV
Assistant Board Legal Adviser

RAMI CHAHWAN
Assistant Club Secretary

KARLO EUGENE JOSEF M. CASTRO
Assistant Club Treasurer

ARSENIO Z. LOCSIN
Internal Auditor

JORDAN M. PIZARRAS
Assistant Internal Auditor

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2023-2024
EDITORIAL TEAM

RY 2023-2024

balita   |   Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter February 15, 2024    |    Page 27

mailto:rcmanila@rcmanila.org

