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The Philippine Constitution mandates the State to adopt an integrated and
comprehensive approach to health development, which shall endeavor to make health
and other social services available to all. Undeniably, a nation’s economic growth and
the health of its citizens are intertwined. This means that the improved health of a
country’s population indubitably impacts its economic development. With this, what is
Congress currently doing in the pursuit of rational and responsive health policies?
What laws are being studied and crafted to fully and truly recognize and protect every
Filipino’s fundamental right to health? What is our lawmakers’ view of the current state
of the country’s public health system?
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CREATE HOPE
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27th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, February 08, 2024 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn                                             

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song            

Birthday Celebrants
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song               

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. LORENZO “Toti” R. CORTEZ

AVP of RCM Members 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. JOSHUA REUBEN “Josh” ARAGON

DIR. ALBERT “Hans” C. PALACIOS

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Feb. 03             PVP Thad Liamzon
Feb. 04             Rtn. Teddy Tee, Jr.
Feb. 06             PP Ebot Tan
Feb. 08             Rtn. Paco Magsaysay
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

President’s Time 

RCM and Red Cross MOA Signing 

Introduction of the Guest Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:
CONG. ANTHONY ROLANDO T. GOLEZ JR.

Representative for Malasakit@Bayanihan Party-List

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. GERARD SEAN “Sean” RODRIGUEZ

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation                                                                                                   

Adjournment    

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

12:50 PM

1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM 

27th Weekly Membership Meeting 
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

CONG. ANTHONY R. T. GOLEZ JR. MD, MBAH
House of Representatives
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For an organization like the Rotary Club of Manila, a MOA or a Memorandum of Agreement is
a document that is both inspirational and aspirational -- one that carefully spells out and
articulates the terms of a cooperative pursuit with like-minded groups and individuals to
jointly undertake specific worthy projects. It even sometimes covers joint projects with
government agencies. These MOAs thus give a glimpse of a project deemed worthy to be
implemented by Asia’s first Rotary Club. These are the projects that address Rotary’s areas of
focus, and are aimed to positively impact the community.

Each RCM MOA, therefore, is the first official step in bringing to life a sublime idea and a
service-above-self initiative. It is an instrument immortalizing a meeting of the minds to bring
to fruition projects meant to change lives and bring hope to the world.

In today’s weekly membership meeting, two MOAs will be signed between RCM and the
Philippine Red Cross; and between the latter and two Rotaract Clubs. Numerous other MOAs
are undergoing finalization and approval and will soon be scheduled for signing. These are
the MOAs to forge vital partnerships with the Department of Education, Department of
Justice (OADR), Knowledge Channel, and a few others concerning health and malnutrition.

These MOAs are thus products of RCM’s vision and fealty to its mission to serve.

Hopefully, the crafting and signing of these project-specific and partnership agreements will
further inspire Manila Rotarians to faithfully and actually participate in each endeavor, as
well as help realize the projects envisioned in these contracts, collectively as members of a
Club that not only seeks to leave an indelible mark in a community and the lives of
beneficiaries, but also cement a lasting legacy for Philippine Rotary.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
MOA

Whenever we hear the term “MOA”, two things
usually come to mind: Memorandum of
Agreement and the Mall of Asia. Our dictionary
also informs us that “moa” is a noun referring to
“any of various usually very large extinct flightless
birds of New Zealand of a ratite order
(Dinornithiformes).” But perhaps because moa
birds are extinct, the name is mostly unknown to
many. This is why MOA is more popularly
associated with a document containing the terms
of an agreement; and (especially in the
Philippines) the 400,000 square meter ginormous
mall in Pasay City.
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

Treas. Paul Joseph “PJ” M. Garcia was the week’s Program
Moderator who efficiently navigated the sequence of the
meeting. He began by inviting Manila Rotarians to be seated to
allow the meeting to officially commence. 

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Sounding the bell, Vice President Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
called the 26th weekly membership meeting to order on behalf
of President Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III.

With a beautifully written prayer, Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G.
Serapio  led the invocation for the membership.

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM/RCM HYMN 

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang the Philippine
National Anthem. This was followed by the singing of the RCM Hymn. 

Weekly meetings provide an opportunity for
Rotarians to be reminded of their commitment
to live by the 4 Way Test. Rtn. Raymond “Ray”
N. Davis meaningfully led the recitation of this
mantra. 

FOUR-WAY TEST WELCOME SONG 

The “World’Famous” RCM Chorale led
the singing of the Welcome Song,
again delighting the guests.

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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PRESIDENT’S TIME

Vice President Reginald Yu presented President Raffy Alunan's mid-year report on
his behalf. The latter presented the report during the recently concluded Mid-Year
Review in Busan, South Korea, held on January 26-29, 2024.

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth

PROJECT UPDATE

IPP Hermie Esguerra provided an update on the special project “Save Pasig River,”
chaired by Rtn. Evaristo “Junjie”  Vasquez, Jr.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER 

BLA Raoul C. Creencia introduced the guest speaker,
Rtn./Usec. Antonilo DC. Mauricio, General Manager, National Development Company.

GUEST SPEAKER 

Rtn./Usec. Antonilo DC. Mauricio delivered a well-received and informative talk about the
National Development Company – its ongoing projects and initiatives, as well as the reforms
and best practices that are being pursued under his stewardship. 

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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 OPEN FORUM

Rtn./Usec. Antonilo DC. Mauricio gamely engaged in an
interactive conversation with (below photos, from left) Rtn.
Willie Peliño, Dir. Hans Palacios, PD Abe Pascual, BLA Raoul
Creencia, PD Issam Eldebs, and Rtn. Mike Roxas.

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Rtn./Usec. Antonilo DC. Mauricio received RCM’s Plaque of Appreciation,
witnessed by (right photo, from left) Treas. Paul Joseph “PJ” M. Garcia, DGE
Joaquin “Jackie” C. Rodriguez, Rtn. Raymond N. Davis, RCM Vice Pres. Reginald
“Reggie” T. Yu, BLA Raoul C. Creencia, and Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio.

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees,
the meeting is adjourned by Vice Pres. Reggie Yu.

ADJOURNMENT

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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MEETING FELLOWSHIP 

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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MEETING FELLOWSHIP 

26     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
February 1, 2024

thth
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ATTENDEES
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of February 7, 2024)
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PARTIALLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Historic MOA Signing Between
Rotary Club of Manila and Philippine Red Cross

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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On February 8, 2024, the Rotary Club of Manila and the Philippine Red Cross (PRC) will sign a
Memorandum of Agreement, marking a significant stride in our mission of community
service and member support.

Event Details

Date: February 8, 2024
Time: 12:00 noon
Venue: Manila Polo Club

What’s in the MOA

Membership Accident Assistance Benefits (MAAB) Program: 

We are encouraging members to enroll in the PRC’s Enhanced Platinum Members for just
1,200 pesos. This grants you a one-year accident assistance coverage, including:

One (1) Free Unit of Whole Blood
Free One-Time Ambulance Service (up to 7km distance)

Commitment to Lifesaving Blood Donation

Joint Mobile Blood Donations: PRC and RCM will collaboratively conduct mobile blood
donations annually at mutually convenient dates and locations.
Regular Blood Donation Drives: RCM commits to scheduling regular blood donation
activities, ensuring a continuous blood supply for members throughout the year.
Coordinated Planning: RCM will provide PRC with dates, suitable venues, and the
expected number of donors before these activities.

Rotaract Clubs’ Involvement

Our enthusiastic Rotaract Clubs will also participate in this momentous event, emphasizing
our collaborative spirit across generations.

For companies wanting to sponsor the venue and blood donors for the bloodletting events
or who would like to get involved in the project, please contact Rtn. Joshua Aragon. 
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Historic MOA Signing Between
Rotary Club of Manila and Philippine Red Cross

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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PR NEWS CLIPPINGSPR NEWS CLIPPINGS

Filipino Mirror | February 02, 2024 | By Nonoy Lacza

Business Mirror | February 02, 2024 | By Nonoy Lacza
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
Rtn. Junjie Vazquez and Rtn. Mike Roxas

Receive Distinguished Bedan Awards
From Their Alma Matter, San Beda University
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP
First Friday Mass for the Month of February

The First Friday Novena Mass for the month of February was officiated by Rev. Larry Tan,
SBD. The lector and commentator participants were PT Chito Tagaysay, PD Beda Fajardo
(Intercessory Prayer), Rtn. Caloy Serapio (First Reading and Responsorial Psalm), Dir. Mike
Albaña (Second Reading), STAR Rtn. Christian Bello (Prayer of the Faithful), Rtn. Emman Dela
Cruz (Prayer for Spiritual Communion), VP Reggie Yu (Prayer of Humble Faith and Hope), and
Rtn. Willie Peliño (Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus).
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP
First Friday Mass for the Month of February

Also in attendance were AS Rami Chahwan, PD Phillip Ong, Rtn. Bertel Bertelesen,
Rtn. Anton Mauricio, PT Lito Sibayan, PP Boy Guevara, PDSAA Tony Lopa, PD Bebot
Pineda, PD Noy Benedicto, and PDG Vince Carlos.
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