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Arm-in-arm with the private sector, the government must purposively lead the charge
towards realizing the country’s economic development goals and financial growth.
Carefully chosen pioneering projects, business pursuits, and socially-relevant
commercial initiatives must be encouraged and supported by the government, with the
latter actually investing in them, and assisting to ensure its sustainability. This will
enable industry development and serve as an effective catalyst for inclusive growth.
Since March 1919, this laudable policy and program has been spearheaded by a state-
owned enterprise, the National Development Company. 

Kabalita

USEC. ANTONILO DC. MAURICIO
General Manager

National Development Company

GUEST SPEAKER
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26th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, February 01, 2024 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: TREAS. PAUL JOSEPH “PJ” M. GARCIA

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration

Welcome
 
Call to Order 

Invocation 

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn                                             

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgement of Guests

Welcome Song            

Birthday Celebrants for the week
 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song               

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

 

TREAS. PAUL JOSEPH “PJ” M. GARCIA

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. CARLOS “Caloy” G. SERAPIO

AVP OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. RAYMOND “Ray” N. DAVIS

TREAS. PAUL JOSEPH “PJ” M. GARCIA

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Jan. 27             Rtn. Danny Go
                         PP Babes Reyes 
Jan. 29             Rtn. Colin Patterson
Jan. 30             Rtn. Sha Tamano
                         Rtn. Jet Ledda
Jan. 31             PD Oscar Del Rosario
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

President’s Time 

Introduction of the Guest Speaker

Guest Speaker

Address:
USEC. ANTONILO DC. MAURICIO

General Manager
National Development Company

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation                                                                                                   

Adjournment    

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

12:50 PM

1:05 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM 

26th Weekly Membership Meeting 

National Development Company
National Development Company 
National Development Company  

AVP
PRESENTATION
HYMN (AVP)
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ANTONILO DC. MAURICIO 
General Manager 

National Development Company

He was the country head for two global finance companies: the Chartered Institute for
Securities & Investment (CISI) and Thomson Ratings Philippines, Inc. (now Fitch Ratings).

As a C-level management consultant, he was a financial adviser, arranger, and international
company representative, covering a broad range of sectors including the capital markets,
credit ratings, investment banking & stock brokerage, agriculture, engineering, ICT, property,
and telecommunications. He was also connected with Mitchell Madison Group Global
Management Consulting as the Director for Business Development. Prior to this, he was with
Urban Bank, Jardine Land, and ICC Telecoms.

GM Anton has an extensive business network in the Philippines and in Asia. He is the President
of AIESEC Alumni Philippines and was the first Asian elected to the board of AIESEC Alumni
International, the largest business alumni network in the world. He is also a Trustee in the
Rotary Club of Manila (RCM) Foundation, Inc. and was a Director in the Israel Chamber of
Commerce of the Philippines.

He founded the Finance Educators Association (Fin.Ed) and the Junior Confederation of Finance
Associations - Philippines (JCFAP), respectively the largest organizations of finance teachers and
students in the country. He was a lecturer for finance, accounting, human resources, business
policy, and strategic management at De La Salle University – Dasmarinas and Asia Pacific College.

His previous affiliations include the CISI Asia-Pacific Advisory Council, the Makati Business Club,
the CIBI Foundation, and the Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines.

He completed the Executive Program in Digital Leadership at the Singapore Management
University, and obtained his BS Business Administration degree from the University of the
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City. He finished his elementary and high school education at
the Ateneo de Manila. 

Under his leadership, NDC is undergoing streamlining and capacity-building, and has more
than doubled the company’s projects, including the revitalized Startup Venture Fund, the
Philippine E-Commerce Platform, the first vaccine manufacturing plant in the country, and the
establishment of the Philippine Innovation Hub, home of the Philippine AI Research Center.

GM Anton institutionalized the criteria for NDC investments. They have to be Pioneering,
Developmental, Sustainable, Inclusive, and Innovative. This will enable NDC to become a major
contributor to the country’s development, befitting its status as the oldest government
company and the state investment arm.

As the General Manager of the National Development Company,
Anton Mauricio has the rank of Undersecretary, appointed by the
President of the Philippines in October 2022. He has over 30 years
of experience in investment, finance, and strategy.
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As we welcome the month of February, the ideals of brotherly love, peace, unity must be
constantly kept in mind. After all, February is not only known as the month of love, but in fact
has a special significance in each Rotary Year.

Perhaps unbeknownst to some Rotarians,  the month of February is special in the Rotary
calendar since it is designated as World Understanding Month. The month also includes the
anniversary of the founding of Rotary International on 23 February 1905, which date is now
designated as World Understanding and Peace Day.

In designating World Understanding Month, the Rotary International Board encourages all
Rotary Clubs to plan programs for their weekly meetings and undertake special activities to
emphasize and underscore that promoting understanding and goodwill are indeed essential
for world peace. Rotary’s unmistakable and timely goal is to create environments where
peace can be built and maintained through sustainable and measurable activities in
communities worldwide. To be sure, peace-building remains a cornerstone of Rotary
International’s mission as a humanitarian service organization. 

In communities around the world, and in our own backyard, let us constantly strive to let
peace and understanding reign. Thus, in our individual conduct and dealings as members of
Asia’s First Rotary Club, let us consciously act as peace ambassadors --- purveyors of good
tidings, elicitors of smiles in everyone’s faces, and true practitioners of the 4-Way Test.

This cog-in-the-wheel ambassadorial job must be lovingly carried out not just during the
World Understanding month of February, but all year round; in fact, in all the years of our
lives.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
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Every Rotarian: A Peace Ambassador. 

Are you a peace-builder?

Do you believe that peace-building is at the
heart of all of Rotary’s work? 

Is it not that establishing peace, promoting
understanding, and enhancing unity must be
every Rotarian’s constant pursuit?

Peace and understanding must always take
center stage in each Rotary Club, as it must be
at the heart of everything we do as Rotarians. 
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

AT/RCMFI Treas. Karlo Castro was the week’s “Foundation
Day” Program Moderator. With his charm and wit, he efficiently
navigated the sequence of the meeting. 

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the
25th weekly membership meeting to order.

Rtn./RCMFI Pres. Willie Peliño led the invocation with a well-
composed prayer.

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM/RCM HYMN 

Manila Rotarians and guests took a position of
respect as they patriotically sang the Philippine
National Anthem. 

Rotarians were again reminded of their
commitment to live by the Four-Way Test, with
the recitation of this mantra led by Rtn./RCMFI
Asst. Treas. Michael Roxas.

FOUR-WAY TEST

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG 

The “World’Famous” WF Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
and the Welcome Song.

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 10

PRESIDENT’S TIME

President Raffy gave an update on his mid-year report, which he will submit and present
in the upcoming mid-year meeting in Busan, South Korea. He emphasized the
challenges set by the District Governor for RCM and mentioned that out of the twelve
(12) challenges, RCM has successfully achieved nine and a half points (9.5 points).
Further, he mentioned that RCM already met/achieved eleven (11) out of the actual 12
challenges given.

President Raffy shared information from AT Karlo Castro, reporting approximately
$20,000 in pledges (not yet accepted) awaiting approval from the club. Additionally, he
expressed gratitude to PDG Alex Cureg for support in balancing the funds, with
acknowledgments to PD Oscar del Rosario, STAR Rotarian Del Lorenzana, and Rtn. Mike
Roxas.

In conclusion, President Raffy once again urged RCM members to invite more potential
new members, aiming to reach the target of 250 members in the remaining five (5)
months, considering the current count of 240 members.

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER 

IPC Jose Nuñez, Jr. introduced the guest of honor and speaker,
PT/RCMFI Chairman Joselito “Lito” Sibayan.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

PT/RCMFI Chairman Joselito “Lito” Sibayan conveyed his message to both members and
guests, with the current state of RCManila Foundation, Inc.

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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 OPEN FORUM

Several important and timely matters about RCM and RCMFI were
elucidated and discussed during the Open Forum, with PT/RCMFI
Chairman Joselito “Lito” Sibayan gamely engaging in an interactive
conversation with (below photos, from left) PP Archit Bartolome, IA Nick
Locsin, DGE Jackie Rodriguez, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, IPP Hermie
Esguerra, VPE Joel Valdes, Rtn. Butch Alcantara, and PD Beda Fajardo.

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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EXCHANGE OF BANNERETTES

Exhibiting the unique RCM hospitality, President Raffy Alunan handed the RCM
Centennial Book to visiting Rotarian and RC San Bruno (California, USA) President
Cody Sammut, during the weekly membership luncheon at the Manila Polo Club on
Thursday, January 25, 2024. Keeping with tradition, the two Club Presidents likewise
exchanged bannerettes. 

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the successful
“Foundation Day” was adjourned by President Raffy Alunan.

ADJOURNMENT

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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RCMFI’S RAFFLE DRAW WINNERS

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth

Spicing up the weekly meeting with fun and excitement, RCMFI revisited the golf tournament
awarding ceremonies vibe with a raffle draw, to the delight of everyone in attendance. The
lucky raffle winners are: 1) SAA Jason Bogovich, 2) Rtn. Daniel Obrado, 3) Rtn. Emman Dela
Cruz, 4) Rtn. John Cenica, 5) STAR Rtn. John Simon, 6) IPC Jose Nunez, Rtn. Caloy Serapio, DE
Henry Go, and  7) VPE Joel Valdes.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 15

MEETING FELLOWSHIP 

25     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 25, 2024

thth
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of January 31, 2024)



PARTIALLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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President Raffy Alunan Presents
RCM's Accomplishments at the District's
Mid-Year Review in Busan, South Korea

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

President Raffy Alunan presented RCM's accomplishments at the District's
Mid-Year Review in Busan, South Korea last Saturday, January 26, 2024. The
first half of the year focused on internal relations based on the principles of
unity, solidarity, and networking. The second half will focus on legacy
initiatives to ensure the continuity of efforts in the 7 Areas of Focus.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 23

Turnover Ceremony of Handwashing Stations
at Lakandula and F. Benitez Elementary

Schools in Manila

The RCM WASH Committee is cordially inviting all Manila Rotarians to the turn-over
ceremony of two handwashing stations at Lakandula Elementary School and F. Benitez
Elementary School (Solis Street, Tondo, Manila). The program will also feature a handwashing
and oral hygiene orientation for elementary school students. Pres. Raffy Alunan will lead the
turnover which will be held on February 15, 2024 at 3:30 PM.

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE
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Knowing RCM Honorary Member
Rtn. Kenjie Mori of Kuzuha Rotary Club,
Rotary International District 2660, Japan

MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

Rtn. Kenjie Mori, an
honorary member of
the Rotary Club of
Manila, is an active
member of the Kuzuha
Rotary Club, Rotary
International District
2660, which is located
in the northern part of
Osaka, north of
Yamamoto River. 

Rtn. Kenjie Mori, through Past District Governor Rodolfo “Rudy” P. Bediones, donated a first
edition of Noli Me Tangere, printed in the 1800s, which was estimated to be valued at Php 6M or
more. The book was turned over to the National Library along with some 60 other volumes of
Filipiniana. Present to witness the official turnover were Past District Governor Roberto “Obet” M.
Pagdanganan, Past Pres. Teodoro “Teddy” J. Ocampo, Past Dir. Oscar “Oca” M. del Rosario, Sr.,
Rtn Terry Amano (Consul General / Minister of the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines), then
incumbent -District Governor Edmond Aguilar, and RCM Pres. Frank Evaristo, with key officers of
the National Library at the time of the turnover. 
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
The philanthropic journey was just starting. After the turnover of the first edition of the Noli Me
Tangere book, Rtn. Kenjie supported the following: 

Underwrote a pyro-musical fireworks display
worth over P5 million in Bataan, at the site of
the Mount Samat National Shrine which
commemorates the gallantry of Filipino and
American soldiers who fought against the
Japanese in World War II. The fireworks
display was witnessed by RC Manila members
and diplomats from the US and Japanese
embassies.

Donated musical drum and lyre
instruments, TV sets, audio equipment,
and various school supplies to different
government elementary and secondary
schools, sponsored painting contests,
and cash prizes for a total of Php
500,000.
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS

Donated to the City of Paranaque Street Dance Kids
Challenge through the office of Mayor Edwin Olivarez during
the 22nd Cityhood Anniversary of Paranaque City held on
February 9, 2020. 
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MANILA ROTARIAN IN FOCUS
Donated school
books, equipment,
and supplies to
Marawi to promote
peace between
Muslims and
Christians.

 Donated 90,000 pieces of face
masks to the City of Pasay
through Mayor Emi Calixto-
Rubiano during the presidency of
the late Robert "Bobby" L. Joseph,
Jr., in partnership with JCI Makati
through then-Pres./Rtn Lawrence
Li-Tan. Also present during the
turnover was Vice Pres. Thaddeus
"Thad" Liamzon, City of Pasay
Chairman of Health Committee
Joey Calixto Isidro.

Provided a financial donation to the TREES Project of the Rotary Club of Manila.
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COMIC RELIEFCOMIC RELIEF

Source: RI District 9930 newsletter
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Rotary Fellowship

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Dir. Hans Palacios attended the Thursday club meeting of the Rotary Club of Osaka East
(sister club of RCM) last Thursday, January 25, 2024.
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PR NEWS CLIPPINGPR NEWS CLIPPING

January 26, 2024 | By Nonoy Lacza
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
IPP Herminio S. Esguerra’s Herma Shipyard Inc.

Launches 100% Filipino-Made Self-Propelled Tanker
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
Dir. Michael Albaña Receives ASEAN MICE Venue

Award for SMX Convention Center Manila 

Mr. Michael Albaña, Vice President and
General Manager of SMX Convention Center,
proudly received the ASEAN Tourism
Standards Awards - ASEAN MICE Venue
Award (Exhibition Venue Category) granted to
SMX Convention Center Manila. The ASEAN
Tourism Awards Ceremony was held in
Vientiane, Lao PDR on January 26, 2024.

This prestigious award is a testament to SMX
Convention Center Manila’s commitment to
excellence in the MICE industry.
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEESUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Memorial Service in Honor of PP Dong Saludo

at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park

PP Dong Saludo was the former Chairman of the
Philippine Japan Economic Cooperation Committee. 

His contributions to the development of economic
relations between the Philippines and Japan were
immeasurable.
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEESUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Memorial Service in Honor of PP Dong Saludo

at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park

The joint necrological service of RCM and Aleco in honor of PP Dong Saludo
took place on January 30, 2024 at 7 pm at Sanctuario San Antonio, Forbes Park.
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