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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

His Excellency Mr. Tull Traisorat
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Kingdom of Thailand to the Republic of the Philippines

Kabalita

The Philippines and Thailand clearly had ties and constant interactions even before the
two countries officially established diplomatic relations in 1949. The Luzon-made cotton
clothes worn by the Thai populace centuries ago, the ceramic wares from Sukhothai and
Sawankhalok found in the Visayas and Luzon regions, and the Thai emissary’s visits to
Rajah Humabon of Cebu even before the arrival of Ferdinand Magellan, all unalterably
point to early interaction between the Thais and Filipinos. As a neighboring country,
Thailand has indeed been a friendly state to the Philippines - and this relationship must
be nurtured and preserved.

< www.rcmanila.org O\>
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

24th Weekly Membership Meeting

Rotary Year 2023-2024
Thursday, January 18, 2024, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: PDG VICENTE “Vince” J. CARLOS

12:00 PM  Registration

12:30 PM  Call to Order

Invocation

Philippine National Anthem
Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
The Four (4) Way Test
Acknowledgement of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants
Jan. 14 Rtn. Kentaro Shigei
Jan.17  Rtn. Tony Meloto
Rtn. Anton Mauricio
Jan. 18 Rtn. John Bautista

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN llII
RTN. VICTOR “Vic” G. GARCIA 1l

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

AS RAMI CHAHWAN

PDG VICENTE “Vince” ). CARLOS

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale



PROGRAM TIMETABLE

24th Weekly Membership Meeting

12:50 PM President's Time PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN lII
1:05 PM Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker  CPP JESUS “Susing” M. PINEDA JR.
Guest of Honor and Speaker
Address:
H.E. TULL TRAISORAT
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Embassy of the Kingdom of Thailand to the Philippines
1:30PM  Open Forum/ Q.A.

1:50 PM  Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

2:00PM  Adjournment PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III



GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

His Excellency Mr. Tull Traisorat
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Kingdom of Thailand to the Republic of the Philippines



EDITOR'S NOTE

Probably the Country’'s Oldest Newsletter, our Balita.

As the Rotary Club of Manila approaches its 105th
founding anniversary in June this year, it may be well to
remember that the memories and milestones animating
such a colorful more than a century existence are not
only etched in the hearts and minds of the Manila
Rotarians, but are also immortalized in the Club
Newsletter that has been in existence since 1920.

If one wishes to revisit Rotary Club of Manila’'s historic
milestones, members' events and activities, participants
in the regular meetings, as well as the impactful projects
since 1919, Balita, our newsletter, will always come
handy to provide such information. Our carefully and
thoughtfully preserved newsletter is in fact part of the historic documents that can be
found in our office.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

Yes, dear Rotarian brothers, our newsletter is probably the oldest in the country today.
Since its publication in Rotary Year 1920-1921, Balita has been consistently and lovingly
published, first as a fortnightly issue, and later as a weekly publication. Indeed, except
during the Japanese occupation, Balita continuously came out, exhibiting the best, the
inspiring, and the celebrated milestones of Asia’s First Rotary Club. Through these years,
and through the responsible leadership, dedication, foresight, and wisdom of the Manila
Rotarians who were tasked to manage it, our newsletter has become a steady platform
that bannered the Rotary spirit and everything good that was happening in RCM. Indeed,
Balita has become not just a simple chronicle, not just a recap of the week that passed,
but has itself become a part and parcel of RCM's rich history and enduring legacy.

For more than 100 years, our newsletter has served as a vessel of good news, positive
thoughts, constructive discussion, and the collective aspiration of Manila Rotarians. In my
maiden Editor's Note on July 7, 2022, | underscored the need “to make BALITA a source
not just of Club information, but of inspiration; a repository not just of updates, but of
uplifting articles as well.”

Let us remain faithful to the idea and ideal that propelled Balita to become what it is
today - a worthy companion of every well-meaning Rotarian in his journey to truly realize
a life of service above self. In fine, Balita is a lovingly put-together mini-memorial of the
Club’'s modest strides and historic moments, with its pages celebrating the personal and
collective milestones of worthy Manila Rotarians.
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234 WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

PROGRAM MODERATOR

Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio
served as the week's Program
Moderator who efficiently
shepherded the sequence of the
meeting. He began by greeting
everyone present and thereafter
invited all to be seated for the
meeting to officially commence.

CALL TO ORDER

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan Il
called the 23rd weekly membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION

With a beautifully prepared prayer,
Rtn. Paul Anthony “Paul” Koh led
the invocation, which set the tone for
the weekly meeting.



234 WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang the
Philippine National Anthem. This was followed by the singing of the RCM Hymn.

FOUR-WAY TEST

Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios.



234 WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG

The “World-Famous” RCM Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
and the Welcome Song. As expected, all the guests were pleased to hear a special
song to warmly welcome them to the weekly meeting of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

PRESIDENT'S TIME

President Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan llI
took the opportunity to inform all
members that the RCM's Mid-Year Report
has been submitted to District 3810. He
happily underscored that nine (9) out of
the twelve (12) challenges and
commitments for the Rotary year 2023-
2024 have already been met, leaving only
three (3) goals to achieve this year. He
congratulated all Manila Rotarians for
their collective effort in making this
achievement possible.

Additionally, President Raffy Alunan
announced the initial meeting with VP
Reggie Yu and PE Jujut Enriquez to discuss
the plans for RCM's 105th anniversary on
June 1, including inviting Sister and
Daughter Rotary clubs for the event.



234 WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

Given his past working relationship with the guest speaker, President Rafael “Raffy”
M. Alunan Ill introduced CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera delivered her message to the members and
guests. She focused on the mandate and various projects, reforms, best practices, and initiatives of
the Clark Development Corporation.



234 WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

OPEN FORUM

CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera was in her element and
gamely engaged in an interactive conversation with (below photos, clockwise)
PD Issam Eldebs, VPE Joel Valdes, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, PDG Roberto
Pagdanganan, Rtn. Bollie Bolton, and DE Rod Valencia.



234 WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Pres. Rafael Alunan presented
the club’s token of appreciation to
CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes
VST Devanadera. Witnessing this
are (from left) Rtn. Carlos “Caloy”
Serapio, Dir. Albert “Hans” Palacios,
and Rtn. Paul Koh.

ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting was adjourned
by Pres. Raffy Alunan.



23rd WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

January 11, 2024

PRE-MEETING FELLOWSHIP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024

January 04, 2024 January 11, 2024

BSP GOV, ELI M. CDC PRES. & CEO ATTY.
REMOLOMA, IR. AGMES V5T DEVANADERA

JANUARY 2024

MEMBERS PRESENT 64 S0
MAKE UP ATTENDEES 9

EXEMPTED FROM ATTENDANCE 7 1
ON LEAVE 0

Total Active Members bb 52
Total # of Members 211 2141
TOTALATTENDANCE %: 27% 22%
ROTARACTORS 3 1
MEDIA 0 4
EMBASSIES / DIPLOMATIC CORPS 0 0
DG, DGE, DGN, PDG 0 1
GOHS / GS 3 3
Visiting Rotarians ] 0
Guests of RCM MEMBERS 20 7
TOTAL ATTENDEES 90 61




— ek ek ek
WM_LD':DOD“J@@-P-WM—E

e I e T s s B o B o B e e
[5:5 B R o ) L R R s T s

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

LIST OF ATTENDEES

Albafa, Michael Jaey C

26

Alunan ll, Rafael M.

27

Andal, Avelino L.

28

Arguelles, Pablo C.

29

Bartclome I, Arsenio M.

30

Benedicto, Sixto T.

31

Bolton, Wilhelm

32

Castro, Karlo Eugene Josef M.

33

Cenica, John T.

Chotrani, Johnny M.

35

Creencia, Raoul C.

36

Cutter, John Michael

37

Diavis, Raymond N.

38

Del Rosario Sr., Oscar A

39

Eldebs, Issam

40

Enriguez lll, Eduardo V.

41

Esguerra, Herminio S.

42

Go, Henry S.

43

Hortaleza, Reolando B

Koh, Paul Anthony T

45

Lacambacal, Alvin D.

46

La'c Emilio, Gonzales

47

Locsin, Arsenio £

48

Lonzaga, Reinerio C.

49

Macatoman, Abdulgani M.

20

Magsaysay, Francisco D.

Mendoza, Miguel

Molido, Ramon Alberto B.

Ong, Phillip L.

Ozaeta, Miguel Antonio L.

Pagdanganan, Roberto M.

Palacios, Albert C.

Recto, Philip H.

Reynelds, Dawvid J.

Serapio, Carlos G.

Shimoda, Shigeru

Syjuco, Jr., Jose A

Talampas, Jose Angel L.

Talusan, Ferdinand E

Tee, Teddy Jr. B.

Valdes, Joel C.

Valencia, Rodolfo G.

Vazquez, Evaristo Jr.

Yu, Reginald Tieng

Yasushi, lwata

Momura, Kazuhiro

Simon, Juanito A.

Bello, Christian Cesar P.

Co, Val Constantine L.

Lorenzana, Delfin
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LIST OF ABSENTEES

Aboy, Valentine G.

49

Abriam, Ariel

a0

Acosta, Crispiniano G.

5

Agnes, Jerry A

52

Alberto, Raymund Arnold S.

53

Alcantara, Isidro C.

Alday, Albert Singson

99

Alingog, Aldous A.

56

Ampil, Alvin R.

57

Ang, Richard T.

58

Angara, Marius

29

Aragon, Joshua Reuben

60

Aventura Jr. Avenilo L.

61

Balanay, Aries B.

62

Batur, Sinan

B3

Bautista, John Jr. 1.

Bediones, Rodolfo P.

65

Bella Jr. Geronimo P.

66

Benedicto Ill, Bernardo T.

67

Bertelsen Bertel, Ingmar

63

Bhalla, Pardeep

69

Biltz, Olivier

70

Blanco, Manuel M.

Ik

Bogovich, Jason M.

72

Branellec, Jacgues

73
T4

Buendia, Carlos C.

Caasi, Jr., Urbano 5.

[
7B

Cabufiag, Rogelio R.

77

Camat, Nathaniel

78

Campos, Jr., Joselito D.

79

Camus, Jose Fernando B

80

Canon, Raul Jr_ E.

81

Carlos, Vicente J.

82

Carranceja, Arvin Arik B

83

Catalan, Redillo R.

Chahwan, Rami

85

Chien, Liang-Tah Steve

86

Co, Ferdinand C.

87

Coyiuto, Jr., Rebert G.

88

Cureq, Alexander P.

89

David, Virgilio

80

Dayang,Jr Juan E.

91

De Castro, Juan Arturo lluminado C.

92

De Venecia, Jr., Jose C.

a3

Del Valle, Randolph T

Dela Cruz, Artemio F.

95

Dela Cruz, Jozeph Emmanuel A.

96

Dickno, Benjamin E.

Dionisio, Rafael lgnacio S.

Domingo, Rico V.

Dominguez lll, Carlos G.

Dy, Manuel C.

Echavez, Antonio V.

Egan, Brendan WL

Engelbrecht, Francois

Esguivias, Joaguin Pablo A.

Eugenio, John Emyl G.

Evaristo, Frank

Fajardo, Beda G.

Fernandez, Antonio Jaime Jose V.

Flamefio, Franco Martell Sacramento

Follosco, Ceferino Jr. G.

Garcia, Herbert Joey

Garcia, Paul Joseph M.

Garcia, Thecdore G

Garcialll Victor G.

Gaspar, Fernando L.

Gierran, Dante A

Go, Daniel C.

Go, Michael G.

Goco, Raoul Roberto P

Gonzalez, Michael Raymond L.

Guarin, Michael Arcatomy H.

Guevara, Jr., Domingo 5.

Guevara, Ricardo S.

Hallare, Jr, Delfin T.

Hallare, Nicolo S.

Hallerbach, Mathias

Harle, Wolfgan Kurt

Hernandez, Edwin H

Hesse, Uwe

Ibuyan, Benedict Julius F.

Jang, Jae Jung

Joseph, Ralph Lim

Joseph, Robert lan M

Jucaban, Jeric J.

Juico, Francis E.

Kalaw, Teodoro Alejandro Y [V

Katigbak, J Alfonso Leonor

Klebs, David

Kunack, Lutz H.

Lacson, Sebastian Arsenio R.

Laurel, Ricardo P

Laya, Jaime C.

Lazaro, Juan Miguel G
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88
89
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
13
114
113
116
"7
18
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144

LIST OF ABSENTEES

Ledda, Jaime Victor B.

145

Lee, Richard L.

146

Li, Richard Joseph Chang

147

Liamzon Jr, Romeo Thaddeus R.

148

Lim, David Eduardo T.

149

Lim, Richard

150

Locsin, Roberto R

151

Lopa, Antonio A.

152

Lopez, Antonio S.

153

Lopez, Arthur M.

154

Macapagal, Michael T

195

Magbanua, Gerry P.

156

Magpale, Jose Paclo A

157

Magsaysay, Jesus Vicente E.

158

Manalaysay, Ceszar P.

159

Mangalile, Senen T.

160

Martinez, Ronald

161

Matschuck, Guenter Gerhard G.

162

Mauricio, Antonilo DC

163

Meloto Jr., Antonio

164

Mendoza, Estelito P.

163

Mendoza, Raymund Joseph lan O.

166

Mommaerts, Steve

167

Montel, Juan Manuel C.

168

Mueller, Klaus

169

Mones, Romeo C.

170

Mufez, Jr., Jose A.

171

Obrado, Daniel Calzado

172

Ocampo, Tecdoro J.

173

Ong, Jovee K.

174

Pallasigue, John Brian

175

Pafiares, Ben Thomas P.

176

Pascual, Abraham F.

177

Patterson, Colin David

178

Payumo, Felicito C.

179

Pelifio, Wilfredo M.

180

Pineda, Jr. Patricio F.

181

Pineda, Jr., Jesus M.

182

Pizarras, Jordan M.

183

Preysler, Jr., Fausto R.

184

Pujalte, Jr., Jose S.

185

Quisumbing, Ramon De Jesus DP

186

Ramos, Claver P.

187

Rast, Tobias

188

Reyes, Crispino P.

189

Robertz, Constantine Franz Josef

180

Rodriguez Sr., Joaguin C.

191

Rodriguez, Gerard Sean

Rodriguez, Joaguin Anthony H.

Romualdez, Ferdinand Martin G.

Romualdez, Jose Manuel G.

Rofio, Marlon R.

Roxas, Michael D.

Sarasola Il, Jose Ma. |

Sarmiento, Ricardo M.

Schmitz, Stefan

Schneider, Bernd

Schoucair, Farid Alain

Sevilla, Luis Angelo L.

Sibayan, Joselito H.

Sicat, Michael Allan E.

So, Warren 5.

Sobrepefia, Robert John L.

Soler, Jose Antonio A.

Stranathan, ke Edward

Tagaysay, Hector O.

Tamano, Shalimar H.

Tamayo, Victor L.

Tan, Eusebio V.

Tan, John G.

Tan, Lawrence Li

Tang, Jimmy T.

Tanglao, Moel V.

Taylor-Dormend, Marvin

Tejumal, Sham Michael

Tillmann, Hansel Joseph Michael L.

Uy, lvan John Enrile

Valdez, Amado D.

Valdez, Jason Rolando N.

Valencia, John Mico P.

Villarica, Henry R.

Villegas, Raoul A

Wombwell, Philip B

Yap, Enrigue Y. Jr.

Yu, Geoffrey C.

Yujuico, Brendon M.V.

Zaldarriaga, Felix Francisco S.

Zeitouni, Nagi

Zheng, Zhi Hao

Zialcita, Xavier Y.

Zimmer, Christopher

Cortez, Lorenzo

Steley, Colin

Almelor, Manuel G. MD

Zosa, Rolando M.
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of January 17, 2024)
FULLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

PARTIALLY PAID



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Leadership Committee Meeting

On January 17, 2024, the Leadership Committee met via Zoom to discuss plans for
RC Manila's 105th Anniversary celebration in June 2024. Present at the meeting

were Pres. Raffy Alunan, VPE Joel Valdes, PDG Rudy Bediones, PE Jujut Enriquez, VP
Reggie Yu, and IA Nick Locsin.



YOUTH SERVICE

23rd Charter Anniversary
of the Rotaract Club of Manila

RCM members with DG Lai de la Cruz at the 23rd Charter Anniversary of the Rotaract
Club of Manila held at the Eastgate Center in Mandaluyong City on January 13, 2024

Standing, from left: Rotaract Club of Manila Hope Creating President Arvin Christopher
Reyes, President-Elect Stephanie “Summer” Bonifacio, President-Nominee Andrea Cuevas
Sitting clockwise: SAA Nagi Zeitouni, Rtn. Carlos Serapio, IA Nick Locsin, District Governor
Lilian Dela Cruz, PD John Cutter, PD Oscar Del Rosario, Rtn. Paul Koh, STAR Rtn. Toti Cortez



RECOGNITION CORNER

The Business Manual

6d - Q

From humble beginnings to catching the eye of Metro Pacific
Investments Corporation, #PacoMagsaysay’s journey of transforming
Carmen’s Best into a premier artisanal ice cream brand is a testament
to dedication and excellence.

The Business Manual recognizes Paco Magsaysay's achievements and
honors him with the CEO Awards for Entrepreneurial Excellence.

Read more: https://onemega.co/CEOAwardsHonoree-PacoMagsaysay
Subscribe to The Business Manual for PHP1000 a year.
#TheBusinessManual #TBM #0OnelnBodyAndMind



COMIC RELIEF

Source: Rotary Club of Hawthorn
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
RY 2023-2024

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN 111
President

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Immediate Past President

REGINALD T. YU
Vice President

Directors

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ALBERT S. ALDAY _
MICHAEL JAEY C. ALBANA
ANTONIO S. LOPEZ
ALBERT C. PALACIOS
EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ III

EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary

PAUL JOSEPH M. GARCIA
Club Treasurer

JASON M. BOGOVICH
NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms

RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser

TEODORO ALEJANDRO Y. KALAW |V
Assistant Board Legal Adviser

RAMI CHAHWAN
Assistant Club Secretary

KARLO EUGENE JOSEF M. CASTRO
Assistant Club Treasurer

ARSENIO Z. LOCSIN
Internal Auditor

JORDAN M. PIZARRAS
Assistant Internal Auditor

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2023-2024

PRES. RAFAEL M. ALUNAN 11l
Publisher

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Editor-in-Chief

SDG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser

RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
VP REGINALD T. YU
Managing Editors

RTN. AVELINO L. ANDAL
Contributing Editor

RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant

RCM SECRETARIAT

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

RCM OFFICE

543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.
Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885
Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org
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