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The Philippines and Thailand clearly had ties and constant interactions even before the
two countries officially established diplomatic relations in 1949. The Luzon-made cotton
clothes worn by the Thai populace centuries ago, the ceramic wares from Sukhothai and
Sawankhalok found in the Visayas and Luzon regions, and the Thai emissary’s visits to
Rajah Humabon of Cebu even before the arrival of Ferdinand Magellan, all unalterably
point to early interaction between the Thais and Filipinos. As a neighboring country,
Thailand has indeed been a friendly state to the Philippines – and this relationship must
be nurtured and preserved.

Kabalita

His Excellency Mr. Tull Traisorat 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Kingdom of Thailand to the Republic of the Philippines 

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER
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24th Weekly Membership Meeting 

Rotary Year 2023-2024
Thursday, January 18, 2024, 12:30 PM

MANILA POLO CLUB
 

Moderator: PDG VICENTE “Vince” J. CARLOS

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn                                             

The Four (4) Way Test

Acknowledgement of Guests    

Welcome Song            

Birthday Celebrants 
         

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song               

12:00 PM

12:30 PM PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

RTN. VICTOR “Vic” G. GARCIA III

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

AS RAMI CHAHWAN

PDG VICENTE “Vince” J. CARLOS

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Jan. 14       Rtn. Kentaro Shigei           
Jan. 17       Rtn. Tony Meloto
                   Rtn. Anton Mauricio           
Jan. 18       Rtn. John Bautista
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

President’s Time 

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:

H.E. TULL TRAISORAT
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Embassy of the Kingdom of Thailand to the Philippines

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

CPP JESUS “Susing” M. PINEDA JR.

12:50 PM

1:05 PM

1:30 PM 

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

Open Forum / Q.A.

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment    

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

24th Weekly Membership Meeting 
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His Excellency Mr. Tull Traisorat 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Kingdom of Thailand to the Republic of the Philippines 
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thoughtfully preserved newsletter is in fact part of the historic documents that can be
found in our office.

Yes, dear Rotarian brothers, our newsletter is probably the oldest in the country today.
Since its publication in Rotary Year 1920-1921, Balita has been consistently and lovingly
published, first as a fortnightly issue, and later as a weekly publication. Indeed, except
during the Japanese occupation, Balita continuously came out, exhibiting the best, the
inspiring, and the celebrated milestones of Asia’s First Rotary Club. Through these years,
and through the responsible leadership, dedication, foresight, and wisdom of the Manila
Rotarians who were tasked to manage it, our newsletter has become a steady platform
that bannered the Rotary spirit and everything good that was happening in RCM. Indeed,
Balita has become not just a simple chronicle, not just a recap of the week that passed,
but has itself become a part and parcel of RCM’s rich history and enduring legacy.

For more than 100 years, our newsletter has served as a vessel of good news, positive
thoughts, constructive discussion, and the collective aspiration of Manila Rotarians. In my
maiden Editor’s Note on July 7, 2022, I underscored the need “to make BALITA a source
not just of Club information, but of inspiration; a repository not just of updates, but of
uplifting articles as well.” 

Let us remain faithful to the idea and ideal that propelled Balita to become what it is
today – a worthy companion of every well-meaning Rotarian in his journey to truly realize
a life of service above self. In fine, Balita is a lovingly put-together mini-memorial of the
Club’s modest strides and historic moments, with its pages celebrating the personal and
collective milestones of worthy Manila Rotarians. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
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Probably the Country’s Oldest Newsletter, our Balita. 

As the Rotary Club of Manila approaches its 105th
founding anniversary in June this year, it may be well to
remember that the memories and milestones animating
such a colorful more than a century existence are not
only etched in the hearts and minds of the Manila
Rotarians, but are also immortalized in the Club
Newsletter that has been in existence since 1920.

If one wishes to revisit Rotary Club of Manila’s historic
milestones, members’ events and activities, participants
in the regular meetings, as well as the impactful projects
since 1919, Balita, our newsletter, will always come
handy to   provide  such information.   Our  carefully and 
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23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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CALL TO ORDER 

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III 
called the 23rd weekly membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION 

With a beautifully prepared prayer,
Rtn. Paul Anthony “Paul” Koh  led
the invocation, which set the tone for
the weekly meeting.

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd

Rtn. Carlos “Caloy” G. Serapio
served as the week’s Program
Moderator who efficiently
shepherded the sequence of the
meeting. He began by greeting
everyone present and thereafter
invited all to be seated for the
meeting to officially commence.  

PROGRAM MODERATOR
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the Four-Way Test,
with the recitation of this mantra led by Dir. Albert “Hans” C. Palacios.

Rotarians and guests took a position of respect as they sang the
Philippine National Anthem. This was followed by the singing of the RCM Hymn.

FOUR-WAY TEST

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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The “World-Famous” RCM Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn
and the Welcome Song. As expected, all the guests were pleased to hear a special
song to warmly welcome them to the weekly meeting of Asia’s First Rotary Club.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG 

PRESIDENT’S TIME

President Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III
took the opportunity to inform all
members that the RCM's Mid-Year Report
has been submitted to District 3810. He
happily underscored that nine (9) out of
the twelve (12) challenges and
commitments for the Rotary year 2023-
2024 have already been met, leaving only
three (3) goals to achieve this year. He
congratulated all Manila Rotarians for
their collective effort in making this
achievement possible. 

Additionally, President Raffy Alunan
announced the initial meeting with VP
Reggie Yu and PE Jujut Enriquez to discuss
the plans for RCM's 105th anniversary on
June 1, including inviting Sister and
Daughter Rotary clubs for the event.

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER 

Given his past working relationship with the guest speaker, President Rafael “Raffy”
M. Alunan III introduced CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera delivered her message to the members and
guests. She focused on the mandate and various projects, reforms, best practices, and initiatives of
the Clark Development Corporation.

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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 OPEN FORUM

CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes VST Devanadera was in her element and
gamely engaged in an interactive conversation with (below photos, clockwise)  
PD Issam Eldebs, VPE Joel Valdes, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, PDG Roberto
Pagdanganan, Rtn. Bollie Bolton, and DE Rod Valencia.

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Pres. Rafael Alunan presented
the club’s token of appreciation to
CDC President and CEO Atty. Agnes
VST Devanadera. Witnessing this
are (from left) Rtn. Carlos “Caloy”
Serapio, Dir. Albert “Hans” Palacios,
and Rtn. Paul Koh.

ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting was adjourned
by Pres. Raffy Alunan.

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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PRE-MEETING FELLOWSHIP 

23     WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
January 11, 2024

rdrd
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 19

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of January 17, 2024)



PARTIALLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Leadership Committee Meeting

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

On January 17, 2024, the Leadership Committee met via Zoom to discuss plans for
RC Manila's 105th Anniversary celebration in June 2024. Present at the meeting
were Pres. Raffy Alunan, VPE Joel Valdes, PDG Rudy Bediones, PE Jujut Enriquez, VP
Reggie Yu, and IA Nick Locsin.
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23rd Charter Anniversary
of the Rotaract Club of Manila

YOUTH SERVICE

RCM members with DG Lai de la Cruz at the 23rd Charter Anniversary of the Rotaract
Club of Manila held at the Eastgate Center in Mandaluyong City on January 13, 2024

Standing, from left: Rotaract Club of Manila Hope Creating President Arvin Christopher
Reyes, President-Elect Stephanie “Summer” Bonifacio, President-Nominee Andrea Cuevas
Sitting clockwise: SAA Nagi Zeitouni, Rtn. Carlos Serapio, IA Nick Locsin, District Governor
Lilian Dela Cruz, PD John Cutter, PD Oscar Del Rosario, Rtn. Paul Koh, STAR Rtn. Toti Cortez
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
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COMIC RELIEFCOMIC RELIEF

Source: Rotary Club of Hawthorn
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PR NEWS CLIPPINGPR NEWS CLIPPING
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PR NEWS CLIPPINGPR NEWS CLIPPING
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