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Diagnosis and treatment constitute a process, not a one-time event. This holds true to
organizational introspection and recalibration. After the first General Assembly in October,
the Rotary Club of Manila, as envisioned, is again wisely undertaking a serious self-
assessment of its current state and performance. The Club, through a candid and
constructive discourse, hopes to have “a fresh look at what's working and what's not, with
an opportunity to fix issues before they became debilitating.” Buoyed by the richness of its
past, coupled with the boldness and single-minded desire to seize and secure its future,
Asia’s First Rotary Club will surely pull through and surmount all challenges.
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2nd General Assembly 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, December 14, 2023 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

 
Moderator: Rtn. Francisco “Paco” D. Magsaysay

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

President’s Time

Designating Club Elder PDG Roberto
“Obet” Pagdanganan as Presiding Officer
of the General Assembly
Turning Over of the Gavel to PDG Roberto
“Obet” Pagdanganan

12:00 PM

12:15 PM PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

STAR RTN. CHRISTIAN CESAR “Chris” BELLO

RCM WF Music Chorale

VP REGINALD “Reggie” T. YU

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL “Raffy” M. ALUNAN III

I. 

11:30 – 12:30 LUNCH

II. 
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE

TRANSITION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Opening Statement of Presiding Officer on the objectives and
     Expected Outcomes of the GA

2.  Approval of:
     2.1 Formation and Organization of GA Ad Hoc Leadership and  
            Management Structure;
     2.2 Rules of Procedures 

3. Declaration of Quorum

4. Items For Discussion

      4.1 Ethics Committee - EC Reports and BOD Action
      4.2 Discussion Items Arising Out of the EC Reports
      4.3 Explanation on the Excluded Portions of the Reports
      4.4 Relevant & Material parts that directly affect RCM
      4.5 Open Forum/Deliberations

5. Resolutions and Next Steps

6. President’s Closing Remarks

7. Adjournment

12:45 – 2:00 PM

III. 

2nd General Assembly 
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The men of RCM, the band of brothers fueled by volunteerism and service, are what makes
the Club pulsate with life and enable it to implement life-changing projects. 

But to be able to sustain the various service efforts of the club, all members must ensure
that they are acting with one mind, pursuing the same direction, marching to the beat of a
single drum, and being guided a common creed. Towards this end, there must be a regular
introspection and examination of where the membership, as a collective whole, is currently
at, and reassess where they are going, and address wrinkles that have arisen. 

For a club to keep moving on, there must be a constant evaluation whether the members are
beautifully in sync with Rotary’s service mantra.
 
As an aggrupation of civic volunteers, the Rotary Club of Manila must constantly check and
address gaps and unresolved issues that could adversely affect its luster and effectiveness as
a premiere service organization. 

As any other club, RCM has experienced and continues to face unique challenges. But, as has
been reiterated here, this phase must be considered as simply going through the crucible of
severe testing. To be sure, even after more than a century of existence, Asia’s first Rotary
Club still needs to go through not only sharpening and polishing, but re-sharpening and re-
polishing. This is how a priceless creation is perfected. In fact, a billion years creation of
nature, the natural diamond, still needs to undergo a cutting and polishing process to let it
achieve a perfect shape, and make it sparkle and shine. 

In a process called brillianteering, the facets of the cut diamond are polished so that it reflects
and refracts the optimal amount of light. It is the polishing of the natural diamond that
determines how much fire, brilliance, and sparkle it will have. 

The Rotary Club of Manila, just like a diamond, must go through the same process. Hopefully,
today’s second General Assembly, through everyone’s active participation and positive
contribution, will turn out to be a brave and bold step towards achieving and completing
RCM’s own brillianteering process. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
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RCM’s Brillianteering Process: partie deux

As the Club conducts its second General Assembly, the
October 26 Note on brillianteering deserves reiteration.

There is no doubt that at the heart of  every Rotary Club is
the membership. Without them, everything will come to a
screeching halt. Without them, there is no Club. Truly,
without planners and implementors, service projects will
cease to exist. Without dreamers and visionaries,
problems that are otherwise easily solvable through
cooperative and civic efforts will continue to fester and
pester a community.
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PROGRAM MODERATOR

21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

Rtn. Raoul Villegas was the week’s aptly chosen Program Moderator. He began by inviting
Manila Rotarians to be seated to allow the meeting to officially commence. 
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CALL TO ORDER 

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called
the 21st weekly membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION 

With a beautifully written prayer, PP Chito Zaldarriaga
led the invocation for the membership.  

21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st
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21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang the Philippine
National Anthem. This was followed by the singing of the RCM Hymn. 

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM / RCM HYMN

FOUR-WAY TEST

Rotarians were reminded anew of their commitment to live by the 4-Way Test, with
the recitation of this mantra led by Rtn. Emilio La’O.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 09

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG 

21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

The “World Famous”  RCM Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club
of Manila Hymn and the Welcome Song. 

PRESIDENT’S TIME

President Raffy reminded the RCM members regarding the forthcoming activities of RCM for
the week/month, such as: Christmas gift-giving at the Montessori School of Mithing Pangarap,
Smokey Mountain, Tondo; handover of check donations and Christmas gifts to PGH Pediatric
Cancer Ward; Gen. Assembly, and finally, the food pack distribution to indigent residents of Bgy.
Cupang in Muntinlupa.
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21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER 

SPEECH OF THE GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

Broadcast journalist and news anchor Ms. Karen Davila
gave an interesting, engaging, and insightful talk. 

VP Reginald Yu introduced the guest  of honor and speaker,
broadcast journalist and news anchor Ms. Karen Davila.
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21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

OPEN FORUM

President Raffy Alunan immediately started the fireside chat with Ms. Karen Davila, followed
by VPE Joel Valdes. Ms. Karen Davila gamely answered the questions propounded to her.

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Pres. Rafael Alunan presented the club’s token of appreciation to Ms. Karen Davila. 
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21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

From left: Dir. Johnny Chotrani, STAR Rtn. Dr. Manny Almelor, PDG Rudy Bediones, PDG Oscar Del
Rosario, PP Hector Bon (RFIVPA, RC Manila Friedens) Pres. Raffy Alunan III, CP Lineth Espineli
(RFIVPA, RC Tagaytay City), PDRR Heidy Elizan (RFIVPA, RC Manila Bay), Rtn. Melanie Garcia-Bacle
(RFIVPA, RC Tagaytay City), PP Marcy Bautista (RFIVPA, RC Manila Villamor), HCP Ezra Canlas
(RFIVPA, RC Manila Diamonds), TP Joel Gobot (RFIVPA, RC Manila Diamonds), and RCMFI Chairman
Lito Sibayan.

ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting was adjourned by Pres. Raffy Alunan.

PERFORMING GUESTS

The Rotary Fellowship of
International Voices and
Performing Arts serenaded the
Rotarians and guests, especially
Ms. Karen Davila, with well-
chosen Christmas carols.

From left: PP Hector Bongat - RC Manila Friedens, CP Lineth Espineli - RC Tagaytay City, PP Marcy
Bautista - RC Manila Villamor, TP Joel Gobot - RC Manila Diamonds, PDRR Heidy Elizan - RC Manila
Bay, HCP Ezra Canlas - RC Manila Diamonds, RTN. Melanie Garcia-Bacle - RC Tagaytay City, PDRR
Servillana Berlee Magdayao - RC Manila Bay

As is customary, the Rotary
Fellowship of International
Voices and Performing Arts
(RFIVPA) exchanged
bannerettes with RC Manila.
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21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

 MEETING FELLOWSHIP 
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21    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPst
December 7, 2023

st

 MEETING FELLOWSHIP 
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of December 13, 2023)



PARTIALLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE
WASH Committee Projects

BLA Raoul Creencia with the Property
Custodian and WiNS Coordinator of
Lakan Dula Elementary School 

Behind is the future site of a 10-
faucet handwashing station for
kindergarten students, another RCM
WASH Committee project.

BLA Raoul Creencia with the Property
Custodian and WiNS Coordinator of F.
Benitez Elementary School in Tondo,
Manila. 

Behind is the future site of a 10-
faucet handwashing station for
kindergarten students, another RCM
WASH Committee project.
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RCM - Mithing Pangarap Christmas Party
for 140 school children in Tondo, Manila

December 9, 2023
Montessori School of Mithing Pangarap, Smokey Mountain, Tondo, Manila

This event was a partnership between RC Manila and Mithing Pangarap Educational Foundation, Inc.,
with the valuable support of the RCM Community Oral Committee, RCM WASH Committee,

Rotaract Club of Manila, and TeethCloud.

A group snapshot captured the joyful conclusion of the Christmas Party at the Montessori
School of Mithing Pangarap. In the photo are President Raffy Alunan, PD John Cutter, BLA
Raoul Creencia, SAA Jason Bogovich, Ms. Lora Woellhaf, Ms. Iluminada Woellhaf (President of
Mithing Pangarap Educational Foundation, Inc. - MPEFI), Rotaract Club of Manila, and the
children of MPEFI.

Pres. Raffy Alunan warmly extended
his greetings to the delightful
children of Montessori School of
Mithing Pangarap.
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RCM - Mithing Pangarap Christmas Party

Ms. Iluminada Woellhaf, President of
Mithing Pangarap Educational Foundation,
Inc., gave her welcome address.

PD John Cutter, with Dr. Grace Libero from Teethcloud, delivered his message regarding the
importance of oral health, such as brushing after every meal. PD John Cutter also distributed
booklets to the schoolchildren to further encourage them to take care of their teeth.

BLA Raoul Creencia of the WASH committee, together with the Rotaract of Manila,
demonstrated to the school children the importance of proper washing of hands.
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RCM - Mithing Pangarap Christmas Party

Standing, from left: BLA Raoul Creencia, Hans Villamor of RAC Valenzuela West, Maecy
Calipusa of RAC Valenzuela West, Mhey Reizen Ocampo of RAC Valenzuela East, Pres.
Lene Desiree Wong of RAC DLSU, Shawn Aldrean Maayo of RAC STI College Pasay-
Edsa, John Michael Pelagio of RAC STI College Pasay-Edsa, Charles Razon of RAC STI
College Pasay-Edsa, and PD John Cutter | Sitting, from left: Paola Mae Floro from RAC
Valenzuela, Summer Bonifacio from RAC Manila, and Jenna Aguilar from RAC Manila
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RCM - Mithing Pangarap Christmas Party

Pres. Raffy Alunan and SAA Jason Bogovich handed out Christmas packages/gifts to the children.

The Mithi students performed their "May Pasko pa rin sa Smokey Mountain" Christmas song presentation.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 25

Spreading Christmas Cheer to the Children
at the PGH Pediatric Cancer Ward

At the PGH Children's Cancer Institute to donate money for vital  medicines
needed by young cancer victims. About 300 children are confined in PGH.

December 11, 2023
Cancer Institute Building

Philippine General Hospital, Manila 
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Spreading Christmas Cheer to the Children
at the PGH Pediatric Cancer Ward

Some of the children from PGH Pediatric Cancer Institute who received
RCM’s Christmas presents through the initiative of Rtn. Emilio La’O
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Kaohsiung Rotary Zone Institute 2023

IPP Hermie Esguerra participated in the 4th Plenary Session, Open Forum at the
Kaohsiung Rotary Zone Institute 2023.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Kaohsiung Rotary Zone Institute 2023

Our DISCON (last April 2023) was
featured by one of the international
speakers during the District Governor
Nominee Training (GNTS) at the Rotary
Zone Institute in Kaohsiung.

A slide presentation on “Increase our Impact: Grant Funds and Transparency” topic by DGN
Shalul Hameed of RID3310, Singapore during the Fourth Plenary Session at the 2023
Kaohsiung Rotary Institute. 

I am so proud that this was chosen and presented in the plenary. Thanks for the support.
- IPP Herminio S. Esguerra
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER

In attendance were DGE Joaquin "Jackie" Rodriguez, Pres.
Rafael "Raffy" M. Alunan III, IPP Herminio S. Esguerra, IPDG
Joyce Ambray, Rtn. Evaristo "Junjie" Vazquez, and Rtn. Rafael
Ignacio "Raf" S. Dionisio.

RCM remains a staunch partner of DENR for the environment
and will sustain its various initiatives.

DENR-NCR Awards RC Manila for its Contributions
to the Rehabilitation of the Pasig River
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER

(Left to right, standing): Masanori Sugiura (DTBC Director), Francis Estrada (DTBC Chairman of
the Board), Yasuhiro Matsuzawa, Business (Development General Director & Board Member),
Kiyonori Nakamura (Director for Overseas Development), Thaddeus Acuña (DTBC CFO), Rene
Paraba (DTBC Director for Local Government Engagement), Mrs. Charita Puentespina (matriarch
and shareholder), Jose Santillan (DTBC Financial Consultant), Atty. Hector Belisario (DTBC
Corporate Secretary) (Seated L to R): NDC GM Anton Mauricio, DTBC President Olive Puentespina.

THE National Development Company (i.e. NDC), an investment arm of the Philippine
government, recently signed a P40-million commitment into Davao Thermo Biotech
Corporation (i.e. DTBC) via an investment agreement. 

The signing ceremony between NDC General Manager Anton Mauricio and DTBC President
Olive Puentespina was held at Matina Aplaya, Davao City on December 7, 2023, in the presence
of DTBC top management and DTBC’s key Japanese technology partner, Kyowa Kako.

The timely P40-million investment by NDC will be used to fund further expansion plans by
DTBC, such as the installation of a dashboard at the plant by 2024, in order to monitor air
and composting activity, among other key expansion plans.
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER

(Left to right, standing): Masanori Sugiura (DTBC Director), Francis Estrada (DTBC Chairman of
the Board), Yasuhiro Matsuzawa, Business (Development General Director & Board Member),
Kiyonori Nakamura (Director for Overseas Development), Thaddeus Acuña (DTBC CFO), Rene
Paraba (DTBC Director for Local Government Engagement), Mrs. Charita Puentespina (matriarch
and shareholder), Jose Santillan (DTBC Financial Consultant), Atty. Hector Belisario (DTBC
Corporate Secretary) (Seated L to R): NDC GM Anton Mauricio, DTBC President Olive Puentespina.

Besides the key speeches by NDC Undersecretary and General Manager Anton Mauricio and
DTBC Chair Francis Estrada, the ceremony was also highlighted by a key message of support
coming from Trade and Industry Secretary Alfredo E. Pascual.

During his warm message of support, Pascual highlighted the innovative nature of the DTBC
business venture, that converts biodegradable waste into biofertilizer.

Aside from such environmental sustainability, Pascual also highlighted how such investments
by the government (through the NDC) further demonstrated the government’s thrust in
diversifying and promotion investments in other part of the country. 

The DTI Secretary expressed hope to also visit the DTBC plant and see first-hand the plant’s
conversion process in the near future. 

Davao Thermo Biotech Corp, established in 2015, is a Filipino company engaged in
biodegradable waste management through the use of a patented hyper-thermophilic
aerobic composting. This novel Japanese technology is environmentally safe, natural, and is
compliant with local laws and regulations. The composting plant is appropriately designed to
prevent any leachate contamination during the mixing & composting process, thereby
preventing any negative impact on public health and the water table.

To date, more than 30 million kilos of biodegradable waste have been diverted from landfills
and other traditional dump to its composting plant in Binugao, Toril, Davao City. To complete
the cycle, at the end of the composting period, all biodegradable wastes is turned into
biofertilizer, a necessary component in healing the deteriorating Philippine farm lands to
support farm productivity and food security.

DTBC believes that waste is not the problem. Their circular reframing views waste as a
resource, not refuse, and by managing waste through biodegradable composting, waste
itself becomes generative, useful, and productive.

With its mission to help clean Philippine environment and revolutionize Philippine
agriculture, and the inspired leadership of the late Dr. Roberto “Doc Bo” Puentespina, a
passionate wildlife veterinarian with great experience in environmentalism, DTBC’s
operations transform biodegradable wastes into an agricultural resource through novel
biotech technologies; becoming a leading sustainable enterprise that acts as a powerful
catalyst for the effective management of Philippine ecosystems.

NDC, the government’s investment arm, is the Philippines’s leading state-owned enterprise—
investing in diverse industries, serving as an effective catalyst for inclusive growth.

As mandated in its Revised Charter (PD 1648) NDC, may on its own, or in joint venture with
the private sector, undertake vital projects when necessary or when the private sector is not
willing or able to undertake such projects due to high risks or to lack of funds/resources.
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PR NEWS CLIPPINGS

54th Anniversary Fund Raising Ball
of RC Manila’s Sister Club, RC Kowloon East
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PR NEWS CLIPPINGS



Philconsa Christmas Lunch Party
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

Philippine Constitution Association (Philconsa) Governor and Manila Overseas Press Club
(MOPC) Chairman Tony Lopez at the presidential table with Dr Nona Ricafort, former SEC
Chair Fe Barin, Philconsa SecGen Atty. Michelle Lazaro, Philconsa President Speaker Martin
Romualdez, Philconsa Chair former Chief Justice Reynato Puno at the Philconsa Christmas
lunch party at Manila Golf on December 10. Speaker Martin discussed with CJ Puno and Tony
the need to accelerate constitutional reforms to open up the economy and achieve inclusion.



Tuesday, December 12, 2023
5:00 PM

Z LOUNGE DINING (Roof Deck)
G.A. Tower 2, EDSA 
Mandaluyong City

RC MANILA’S

PARTY
Tuesday, December 12, 2023

5:00 PM

Z LOUNGE DINING (Roof Deck)
G.A. Tower 2, EDSA 
Mandaluyong City
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