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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

MS. KAREN DAVILA

Broadcast Journalist, Television News Anchor
Radio Presenter and Newspaper Columnist

Kabalita

Journalism has a special and unique power to touch the lives of ordinary citizens. Through
responsible gathering, recording, verifying, and reporting of information of public
importance, journalists indeed play a key and impactful role in society. Thankfully, we have
in our midst a number of print and broadcast media personalities who have remained true
to the ideals of the profession; and whose impressive and expansive careers have clearly
and positively contributed in building a well-informed citizenry. Specifically in talk shows
and public affairs programs, the charisma, wit, and erudition of hosts make the discourse
helpful, more interesting, and intellectually stimulating.

( www.rcmanila.org Q>
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PROGRAM TIMETABLE
21st Weekly Membership Meeting

Rotary Year 2023-2024
Thursday, December 07, 2023 12:15 PM
Manila Polo Club

Moderator: PD RAOUL A. VILLEGAS

Registration

Call to Order PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III
Invocation PP FELIX FRANCISCO “Chito” S.
ZALDARRIAGA
Philippine National Anthem RCM WF Music Chorale
Rotary Club of Manila Hymn RCM WF Music Chorale
The Four (4) Way Test RTN. EMILIO GONZALEZ LA'O
Acknowledgment of Guests PD RAOUL A. VILLEGAS
Welcome Song RCM WF Music Chorale
Birthday Celebrants
Dec. 01 PP Teddy Ocampo
Dec. 02 Rtn. Raul Canon
Dec. 03 AT Karlo Castro
Dec. 05 Rtn. Christopher Zimmer
Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song RCM WF Music Chorale
President’s Time PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN IlI

- Rotary Fellowship of International Voices
and Performing Arts
(To serenade the guest speaker)



PROGRAM TIMETABLE
21st Weekly Membership Meeting

1:00 PM  Introduction of the Guest of Honor and VP REGINALD “Reggie” T. YU
Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker
Address:

MS. KAREN DAVILA
Broadcast journalist, Television news anchor
Radio presenter, and Newspaper columnist

1:30 PM Open Forum / Q.A.
1:50 PM  Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN lIlI

2:00 PM  Adjournment PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN I1I
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

MS. KAREN DAVILA
Broadcast Journalist, Television News Anchor
Radio Presenter and Newspaper Columnist

Kristen Karen Lising Davila-Sta. Ana, born November 21, 1970, known professionally
as Karen Davila, is a Filipino journalist and news anchor.

EARLY LIFE

Davila went to high school at the Colegio San Agustin - Makati, where she was
batchmates with Kris Aquino and Pinky Webb. She took a degree of Bachelor of Arts
major in Mass Communication at the University of the Philippines Diliman in Quezon
City.

ACHIEVEMENTS

As a professional journalist, she has received awards internationally, including an
award from the New York Festival and the Ten Outstanding Young Men Awards for
Broadcast Journalism in 2008. She has more than 20 awards in the professional
journalism field from both local and international organizations. She was one of
People Asia magazine's "People of the Year" in 2013. She was also recognized by the
Philippine Senate as one of the Outstanding Women in the Nation's Service (TOWNS).
Esquire magazine named her the "Sexiest Woman Alive" in 2015, citing beauty and
brains as the sheer formula for the declaration.

PERSONAL LIFE
Davila is married to DJ Sta. Ana, with two children: David and Lucas. She is an
advocate for people with special needs, children's rights, government transparency,
and journalism.

She is the aunt of Filipino-American actor and YouTube content creator Wil Dasovich.

Source: Wikipedia



EDITOR'S NOTE

LET US WASH OUR HANDS

It is said that if you wash your hands of someone or
something, you refuse to be involved with them or to
take responsibility for them. In other words, if you
wash your hands of something that you were
previously responsible for, you intentionally stop being
involved in it or connected with it in any way.

This is not the kind of washing of hands that we want
to pursue and promote. Instead, the Rotary Club of
Manila’'s WASH Committee seeks to propagate and
radiate to communities and partner schools the
importance and proper way of hand washing.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

Aside from constructing washing stations (the Committee has already identified two
elementary schools in Tondo, Manila), there is also a purposive intent to roll out the WASH
Education (WASHed) component. This involves teaching children proper hand hygiene.

An exciting development about our Club’s
pursuit to instill proper hygiene among school
children is that the WASH Committee and the

Oral Hygiene
hardworking Chairman John Cutter)

Committee (led by its

have

joined forces to incorporate oral health and
hygiene in the orientation.

On Saturday, December 9, our Community
Oral Health, as well as the WASH Committee
hand hygiene awareness education materials

distribution will

be held at the Mithing

Pangarap Montessori School in Tondo. It will
be at two o'clock in the afternoon, which

hopefully  will
Rotarians. The Rotaract Club of Manila

supported by Manila
is

proudly joining and supporting the project,
together with several other Rotaract Clubs.

Let us not wash our hands of this project, but
fully support this initiative on proper hand

washing.



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

PROGRAM MODERATOR

The unique and musically charged weekly membership meeting had Rtn. Robi
Joseph as Program Moderator who, with his affable style and wit, successfully
steered the program with memorable song numbers.



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

CALL TO ORDER

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael
“Raffy” M. Alunan Il called
the 20th weekly membership
meeting to order.

INVOCATION

With a beautifully written prayer, PD Issam Eldebs
led the invocation for the membership.

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM / RCM HYMN

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang the Philippine
National Anthem. This was followed by the singing of the RCM Hymn.



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG

The “World Famous” RCM Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila
Hymn and the Welcome Song, to the delight of the guests in attendance.

PRESIDENT'S TIME

To give way and more time for the much-awaited musical numbers, President
Raffy opted to forgo with the usual allotted time for him to address the Club.

THE LIFE STORY OF THE LATE GEORGE CANSECO SR.

An AVP of the awe-inspiring life
story of the late George Canseco
Sr. was shown before the singing of
the invited artists.



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

CANSECO’'s ENDURING CONTRIBUTION TO ROTARY: THE PHILIPPINE ROTARY HYMN

An enduring legacy of the late George Canseco Sr., himself a Rotarian
and Past President of RC Kamuning, is his beautifully composed
Philippine Rotary Hymn. As a tribute to the musical genius, the World
Famous RCM Chorale sang the hymn during the program.

SERENADE TIME

One of the highlights of the program was the performance of invited guests as a
tribute to Maestro Canseco, and to relive his timeless music and songs.

(From Left): Hector Bongat, Dolly Cater, Marcy Bautista, Melanie Garcia-Bacle, The
Angelos, and Dominique



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

Rotarians and guests were pleasantly surprised by the impromptu
song numbers of international celebrity David Pomeranz. The
enchanting evening indeed became more magical with his soulful
and enchanting vocals reverberating in the meeting venue.

Another surprise visitor, Mr. Stanley Engle, a Rotarian from Oklahoma
and a musician himself, joined David. The two rocked the house with
their impromptu collaboration of the Beatles’ classic ‘Get Back.’



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

Martin Nievera's captivating singing performance stole the spotlight,

becoming a highly anticipated and unforgettable moment that left the
audience swooning in admiration.

GIFT FROM A VISITING ROTARIAN and MUSICIAN

Aside from showcasing his musical talent during the program, Rotarian Stanley Engle
(RC of Abilene, Kansas, USA) also presented some tokens to the Rotary Club of Manila,
through Pres. Rafael Alunan. Witnessing the hand-over of the token is Governor-Elect
Jackie C. Rodriguez (Chairman, Program Committee).



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

TOKENS OF APPRECIATION

For gracing the event and lending their musical talents, the invited performers were
acknowledged and presented with Certificates of Appreciation. From left: Melanie Garcia-
Bacle, Marcy Bautista, Hector Bongat, Dolly Cater, and Dominique

FINALE SONG

FINALE SONG

As a finale, the RCM World Famous Chorale, together with the invited artists, sang one
of the most iconic song composed by the late George Canseco Sr. - AKO AY PILIPINO.

ADJOURNMENT

After thanking all the attendees, guests, and performers, the meeting was adjourned by
Pres. Raffy Alunan.



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

IT WAS NOT JUST A MEMBERSHIP MEETING, BUT A MUSIC-FILLED FELLOWSHIP NIGHT.



20th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 30, 2023

IT WAS NOT JUST A MEMBERSHIP MEETING, BUT A MUSIC-FILLED FELLOWSHIP NIGHT.



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

LIST OF ATTENDEES

1 [ARCHIT BARTOLOME 25 |MICRAY GONZALEZ
2 |ARIK CARRANCEIA 26 |MIKE ALBANA

3 [(BEBOT PINEDA 27 |MIKE ROXAS

4 |CALOY SERAPIO 28 |NANDO CAMUS

5 |[CHRIS BELLO 29 |NATE CAMAT

& [DAVE REYNOLDS 30 |NER LONZAGA

/ |DELLOREMNZANA 31 |NICK LOCSIN

8 |ED CABANGON 32 |NOY BENEDICTO

9 [EMILGONZALEZ 33 |OSCAR DEL ROSARIO
10 |GUNTER MATSCHUCK 34 |PACO MAGSAYSAY
11 |HANS PALACIOS 35 |PEPO NUNEZ

12 |IS5AM ELDEBS 36 |RAFFY ALUNAN

13 |JACKIE RODRIGUEZ 37 |RAMBY NOLIDO
14 |JJ FERNANDEZ 38 |RAQUL CREENCIA
15 |[JOEL TALAMPAS 39 |REGGIEYU

16 |[JOEL VALDES 40 |RICKY GUEVARA
17 |JOEY GARCIA 41 (ROBIJOSEPH

18 |JOHN 5IMON 42 (RONY NOMNES

19 |JOHN TAN 43 (RUDY BEDIOMES
20 [JUJUT ENRIQUEZ 44 (STEFAN SCHMITZ
21 |JUN HALLARE 45 |TEDDY TEE

22 |[KARLO CASTRO 46 |VINCE CARLOS

23 |LITO SIBAYAN 47 |'WARREN 50

24 |MANNY ALMELOR 48 |WILLIE PELINO




CLUB ADMINISTRATION

LIST OF ABSENTEES



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of December 6, 2023)
FULLY PAID



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

PARTIALLY PAID



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Fifth Special Board Meeting

The Fifth Special Board Meeting was held on November 16, 2023 via Zoom. Present were:
SAA Jason Bogovich, DE Teddy Kalaw, BLA Raoul Creencia, Pres Raffy Alunan, Dir. Hans
Palacios, IPP Hermie Esguerra, AS Rami Chahwan, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, PE Jujut Enriquez,
SAA Nagi Zeitouni, Dir. Albert Alday, PT Lito Sibayan, Sec. Edwin Hernandez, Ethics
Committee Vice Chair Caloy Serapio, ES Lhea Lozano, and Editorial Consultant Rhea Vitto
Tabora.



WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE

RC Manila and Abbott Laboratories Meeting

RC Manila & Abbott Laboratories meeting on collaboration for our club’s
malnutrition project, together with WASH & Oral Hygiene. President Raffy,
Chairman John Cutter, BLA Raoul Creencia, and Co-Chair Jason Bogovich met with
Abbott's Sharon Mak and Dr. Jose Dimaculangan.



Upcoming Activity
of the Oral Healthcare and WASH Committees

RCM - Mithing Pangarap Christmas Program
On December 9, 2023 at 1:00 p.m., RCM will return to the Montessori School of Mithing
Pangarap, Smokey Mountain, Tondo together with support from the RCM WASH Committee,

Rotaract Club of Manila and TeethCloud to provide an annual Christmas program for 140
school children.

Beyond gifts and food, RCM will present awareness/education/materials distribution for both
hand hygiene and oral health efforts in the community.

Members of RCM are not only encouraged to attend but also participate in this worthwhile
effort that has helped over 600 students to date.

Watch our Viber posts for more information and to confirm your attendance.

Last year’s photos




INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The International Beat

by: Arsenio “Nick” Z. Locsin
Chairman, International Relations Committee

Working to serve humanity and creating
hope in this world never stops with
Rotarians. Your International Relations
Committee is here to try to keep us in step
with the rest of the Rotary world.

After a fun-filled and productive visit to
Seoul, President Raffy and your IRC Chair
headed a small group of Manila Rotarians
to visit and celebrate with the Rotary Club
of Taipei on the 75th anniversary of their
founding.

RC Taipei is one of RCM's sister clubs.
During this visit, we signed a reaffirmation
of our commitment to maintain, develop
and nurture our relationship with RC
Taipei and its members.

It was a relatively short two day visit but
we achieved significant goals that we had
for this visit.

Firstly we had an excellent opportunity to
bond with our Taiwanese counterparts.
We reconnected with Past RI President
Gary Huang, we bonded with President
Shirley Ting and her board of directors.
Then we had the rare opportunity to
spend a few casual hours with Rl PE
Stephanie Urchick.

RCs Singapore and Bangkok, both sister
clubs of RC Taipei were represented in
the celebrations. We had the opportunity
to bond with RC Singapore President
Chan and some of his members as well as
Dr. Charles Cheung who represented RC
Bangkok.

Secondly, we reaffirmed our support for
RC Taipei by celebrating with them and by
reaffirming our mutual commitments to
each other through a written document.
President Raffy represented RCM. This
reaffirmation of mutual support augurs
well for cooperation in future projects.

Thirdly, our small group attended the
welcome dinner, the main celebration
and a day tour hosted by PRIP Gary
Huang. We had fun bonding among
ourselves, those two days. We were
treated to a tour of a small museum of a
highly regarded Taiwanese sculptor. We
saw amazing wooden sculptures that
awed everyone as to how they were
completed.

The activities began with a welcome
dinner at the Shangri-La Pavilion on the
59th floor of the five-star Far Eastern
Shangri-La Hotel in Taipei.



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The International Beat

Before dinner was served, RC Taipei signed renewals of and reaffirmations of commitments
to its sister clubs. Our other sister clubs, RC Bangkok and RC Singapore also signed their
respective renewals/reaffirmations.

After dinner, we chatted, drank and laughed with each other. Then every visiting club was
asked to sing. After some trepidation, President Raffy led our small group in presenting a
much loved Tagalog song, Pasko Na Sinta Ko.

The next day, we went on a day tour. We visited a small museum dedicated to the
accomplishments of Past Rl President Gary Huang. Then we visited a site where the works of
a known Taiwanese wood sculptor were exhibited.

In the evening, we attended the main event of the celebration. Musical performances,
excellent food and continuous interaction with all the Rotarians present. Through our
presence and action, we were able to remind every Rotarian we met that RC Manila was
strong and solid and always ready to be an active Rotary force in Asia.

Before our departure on Sunday we had a few hours to ourselves to shop, walk around,
while some caught a last-minute opportunity to savor Taiwanese cuisine.

It was a brief but very happy trip, which was succeeded by another memorable visit to
Hongkong from December 3 to 5 to celebrate with RC Kowloon East their 54th Charter
anniversary. The photos the trip to Taipei were featured last week, while the photos of the
Hongkong trip are featured in this week’s Balita.

One final reminder, the Rotary International Convention for 2024 will be held in Singapore from
May 25-29 2024. This will be another opportunity to meet, greet and listen to Rotarians from
around the world. A first world Singapore can offer much to any tourist. Please sign up early.

Till next time....

The International Relations Committee

Arsenio “Nick” Z. Locsin
Chairman



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Rotary Club of Kowloon East's
54th Anniversary Fund Raising Ball



RECOGNITION CORNER

RC Manila Receives Prestigious Accolades
from Rotary International

We received these recognitions
from Rotary International on
November 30, 2023

Congratulations to all of us
for achieving:

100% Foundation Giving Club

Every Rotarian, Every Year Club

End Polio Now Donor

One of only 1,530 clubs worldwide to achieve Top Three Highest in Per Capita Annual
Giving Honors in the District

* One of only 3,800 clubs worldwide to attain status as an EREY Club

* One of only 4,500 clubs worldwide to become a 100% Foundation Giving Club

Thank you for your support, my fellow RCMers.

- IPP Herminio S. Esguerra



RECOGNITION CORNER

IPP Herminio S. Esguerra Inducted to the Hall of Fame
by the Philippine Racing Commission

I am deeply honored and humbled to receive this prestigious recognition for my contributions to
the Philippine Horseracing Industry. This award is not just a personal milestone for me but a
celebration of our collective passion and dedication to the world of thoroughbred racing.

My journey in the horseracing industry, particularly with Esguerra Farms and Stud Inc., has
been an extraordinary adventure driven by a profound love and respect for these magnificent
animals. The process of studying bloodlines, genetics, physical conformation, and pedigrees,
and seeing these efforts come to fruition through the champions we've bred, has been incredibly
rewarding. Their speed, stamina, and grace continue to inspire and motivate me every day.

- IPP Herminio S. Esguerra



FELLOWSHIP

Dir. Tony Lopez's Birthday Celebration



FELLOWSHIP

Dir. Tony Lopez's Birthday Celebration
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
RY 2023-2024

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN 11
President

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Immediate Past President

REGINALD T. YU
Vice President

Directors

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ALBERT S. ALDAY _
MICHAEL JAEY C. ALBANA
ANTONIO S. LOPEZ
ALBERT C. PALACIOS
EDUARDO V. ENRIQUEZ IlI

EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary

PAUL JOSEPH M. GARCIA
Club Treasurer

JASON M. BOGOVICH
NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms

RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser

TEODORO ALEJANDRO Y. KALAW IV
Assistant Board Legal Adviser

RAMI CHAHWAN
Assistant Club Secretary

KARLO EUGENE JOSEF M. CASTRO
Assistant Club Treasurer

ARSENIO Z. LOCSIN
Internal Auditor

JORDAN M. PIZARRAS
Assistant Internal Auditor

ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2023-2024

PRES. RAFAEL M. ALUNAN 111
Publisher

BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Editor-in-Chief

SDG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser

RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
VP REGINALD T. YU
Managing Editors

RTN. AVELINO L. ANDAL
Contributing Editor

RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant

RCM SECRETARIAT

LHEA LOZANO
Executive Secretary

RCM OFFICE

543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.
Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885
Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org
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