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The musical genius who wrote Philippine Rotary hymn is regarded by music critics as one
of the best sentimental music makers of his time. Amazingly, he did not undergo any
formal training in music schools. He self-studied piano and learned to interpret, write and
compose notes at a very early age. His parents were not into music, as his father was a
doctor, while his mother was a mathematician. Giving a tribute to the late George Canseco,
a veritable Rotarian and the country’s premier songwriter is thus timely as it is appropriate.

Kabalita
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MR. GEORGE M. CANSECO SR.
Rotary Past President

Songwriter | Composer, Rotary Hymn
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20th Weekly Membership Meeting 
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, November 30, 2023 5:00 PM
Manila Polo Club

 
Moderator: RTN. ROBERT IAN “Robi” JOSEPH

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

Birthday Celebrants

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

President’s Time

AVP: The Life of George Canseco, Sr.

To Remember George Canseco, Sr.  

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

5:00 PM

6:00 PM

6:25 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:45 PM

8:00 PM

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

PP FELIX FRANCISCO “Chito” S.
ZALDARRIAGA

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

RTN. ROBERT IAN “Robi” JOSEPH

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

Nov. 24             Rtn. Ricky Laurel
Nov. 25             PD Tony Lopez
Nov. 26             Rtn. Raymond Alberto
Nov. 27             PDSAA Tony Lopa
Nov. 29             Rtn. Brendon Yujuico

Presentation of Plaque
of Appreciation in Honor of the (late)

GEORGE CANSECO, SR.
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(b. April 23, 1934 – d. November 19, 2004)

George Canseco is a Filipino prolific
composer, lyricist, songwriter - one of
the greatest we have produced.Wrote
some movie themes and ballads that
are now considered filipino classics and
Pinoy POP or OPM - original pilipino
music.

Mr. Canseco is credited in writing more
than 160 songs in a career which
spanned three decades. Words such as
timeless, classic, and unforgettable may
describe his music however, Mr.
Canseco's contribution to the
development of Original Pilipino Music
through the extensive use of the Filipino
language can never be measured. For
generations to come, his music will
performed by artists looking to express
the genuine form of Filipino music
composed by a brilliant Filipino from the
innermost layers of his soul. One, if not
the most sentimental man of his time,
Canseco gave birth to songs that
allowed hearts to heal over cathartic
bliss in the hundreds of songs he wrote. 

Unlike most masters of music, multi-
awarded composer Canseco had no
formal training in music. He learned to
interpret, write and compose notes at a
very early age and he taught himself to
play the piano. Canseco finished
journalism  at  the  University of the East 

and worked for the Philippines Herald
and Associated Press as an editor. Aside
from being a journalist, he also worked
as a part-time scriptwriter for the Manila
Broadcasting Co and news director at
Eagle Broadcasting. When Martial Law
was declared in 1972, he turned to
composing songs. 

His first composition was “I Will Never
Be Yours,” followed by “You’re all I Love.”
He translated the latter into Tagalog in
1970, when Eddie Rodriguez asked him
to write a theme song for the movie
“Kapantay ay Langit.” The song became
a big hit and gave Canseco instant
popularity. “Kapantay ay Langit” paved
the way to numerous hit songs like
"Kailangan Kita," "Ako Ang Nagwagi, Ako
Ang Nasawi," "Ngayon At Kailanman,"
"Dito Ba" and "Langis at Tubig." 

Canseco’s songs have helped most of
our talented performers’ rise to fame.
He has composed hits for singers like
Basil Valdez, Kuh Ledesma, Sharon
Cuneta, Dulce, and Pilita Corrales. He
also directed the music of such movies
as Burlesk Queen, Pagputi ng Uwak,
Pag-itim ng Tagak; Atsay, and Miss X.
Between 1979 and 1991, he has won a
total of 6 FAMAS Awards for Best Movie
Theme Song, the Artistic Achievement
Award."

Commemorating the 89th Birth Anniversary 
of George Masangkay Canseco Sr.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rotary Hymn

balita     |     Page 05

Music and Lyrics by PP George Canseco Sr.
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and mission of a true Rotarian. Truly, when Past President George wrote the Rotary Hymn,
he was already influenced, molded and shaped by the richness of Rotary’s history, values,
and the veritable impact of the latter’s various projects in the community. The hymn,
therefore, was so ably and perfectly written by a Rotarized and uber talented music
composer.

The hymn rightly underscores the imperative of building “a bridge for tomorrow's youth,” as
well as the importance of these laudable effort being fueled and “strengthened by nothing
but the truth.” Yes, nothing but the truth because, as Past President George elegantly puts it,
we need to pursue our quest and live our lives with faithful compliance with the Four Way
Test.

What is more, the hymn emphasizes on peace, on joining our hands in fellowship because
“there’s no reason to divide.” Again, yes, there is no reason for petty divisions, there should
be no room for politicking and misunderstanding. All Rotarians must see each other as
equals, as friends, and as comrades in service.

Mr. Canseco, the quintessential songwriter, is a true Rotarian who has given us not only
bequeathed us with a hymn to sing, but a serious thought to ponder and timeless reminder
to live by. Let us allow ourselves to be constantly reminded that:

With the Four Way Test
We'll pursue our quest 
And if we, in a way help obtain Peace in the world
Then we won't have lived in vain. 

Life is short. Let us live each day in peace and harmony. Let us purposively seek to obtain
peace in the world, but first in ourselves and with our brothers in our beloved Rotary Club of
Manila.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
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CANSECO and THE ROTARY HYMN

It has been said that music has shaped cultures and
societies around the world. This is so true. However,
there are situations where it is the prevailing culture that
shapes or influences the song – its tempo, beat, and
lyrics. Such is the case of the Rotary Hymn composed by
musical genius and Past President George Canseco.
Indeed, it was the culture and rich history of Rotary which
shaped the song. It was Rotary’s sway and impact on the
composer’s life which led and enabled him to write the
beautiful lyrics, the beautiful and cascading words that
mirror and  articulately  express  the  innermost thoughts 
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19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
November 16, 2023

A Tribute to Chief Justice and Past President Artemio “Art” PanganibanA Tribute to Chief Justice and Past President Artemio “Art” Panganiban

PROGRAM MODERATOR

PP Arsenio “Archit” M. Bartolome III was the week’s Program Moderator who, with
his wit and charm, efficiently navigated the flow of the meeting. He began by inviting
the members of Rotary Club of Manila and Rotary Club of Forbes Park, as well as the
other guests, to be seated for the commencement of the joint membership meeting. 
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19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
November 16, 2023

CALL TO ORDER 

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III and Pres. Antonio “Anton” P. Jacomina III (RC Forbes Park)
respectively called the 19th joint weekly membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION 

With a beautiful prayer, PP Ruben L. Torres
(RC Forbes Park) led the invocation.  
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19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM / RCM HYMN

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang the Philippine
National Anthem. This was followed by the recitation of the 4-WAY TEST.  

November 16, 2023

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG 

The “World Famous” WF Chorale led In the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila
Hymn and the Welcome Song, followed by RC Forbes Park club’s song. 
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thth
November 16, 2023

PRESIDENT’S TIME

19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

On the part of RCM, President Raffy made a brief update on the forthcoming
trips to Taipei and Hong Kong. From Nov. 24 to 26, he will lead the group in
visiting RCM’s sister club — the Rotary Club of Taipei. Also, upon the invitation of
RC Kowloon East, a trip to Hongkong is set on Dec. 02 to 06. He also advised
those who have not signed yet to express their intention to join while there’s still
time. Finally, he encouraged everyone to book in advance in preparation for the
Rotary International Convention to be held in Singapore in May 2024.

Pres. Raffy shared the information he received during the recently held RCM
Board meeting, saying that PVP Lance Masters may not be able to continue his
membership with the RCM. Said information is still yet to be confirmed, as he
already sent words to PVP Lance Masters.

Lastly, on the request of IPP Hermie Esguerra, Pres. Raffy informed everyone
that he (IPP Hermie) expressed to the Board his intent to run for Governorship
for District 3810, for Rotary Year 2026-2027. In this regard, he said that the Board
has taken his intention, which it will tackle and formally pass a board resolution
as soon as the District officially opens the nomination process.
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thth
November 16, 2023

TESTIMONIALS

On the part of RCFP, Pres. Antonio “Anton” P. Jacomina III of the Rotary of
Forbes Park shared their successful outreach program last November 14,
benefitting elderlies and children.

19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

Justice Presbitero “Presby” Velasco, Dir. Antonio “Tony” S. Lopez, and Rtn. Cesar “Citos”
P. Manalaysay shared their personal and working experiences with the former Supreme
Court Chief Justice and RCM Past Pres. Artemio “Art” V. Panganiban.
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thth
November 16, 2023

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER 

PD Beda G. Fajardo introduced the guest  of honor and speaker,
Chief Justice and Past President Artemio “Art” V. Panganiban.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

Chief Justice and Past President Artemio “Art” V. Panganiban
delivered his inspiring message to the Rotarians and guests of
Rotary Club of Manila and Rotary Club of Forbes Park.

19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
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thth
November 16, 2023

OPEN FORUM 

Chief Justice and Past President Artemio “Art” V. Panganiban gamely
engaged in an interactive conversation, triggered by questions propounded
by (from left) Rtn. Willie Pelino, BLA Raoul Creencia, PD Vince Carlos, and PP
Raj Bhattee (RCFP), among others.

19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP
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thth
November 16, 2023

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

ADJOURNMENT

19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

Pres. Raffy Alunan presented the club’s token of appreciation to Chief Justice and Past Pres. Artemio
“Art” Panganiban. From left: STAR Rtn. Delfin N. Lorenzana, PP Arsenio “Archit” M. Bartolome III, PP
Ruben L. Torres (RCFP) , Pres. Raffy Alunan, Pres. Anton Jacomina (RCFP), District Governor-Elect Jackie  C.
Rodriguez (Chairman, Program Committee), PD Beda G. Fajardo, and Rtn. Cesar “Citos” P. Manalaysay

Rotary Club of Manila Pres. Raffy Alunan and Rotary Club of Forbes Park Pres. Anton
Jacomina III sounded the bell for the adjournment of another memorable and insightful
meeting.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 15

thth
November 16, 2023

MEETING FELLOWSHIP 

19    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

Rotary Club of Manila and Rotary Club of Forbes Park members during pre-meeting fellowship
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ATTENDEES
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
LIST OF ABSENTEES



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of November 28, 2023)



PARTIALLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Fourth Regular Board Meeting

The Fourth Regular Board Meeting was held on November 16, 2023 via Zoom. Present
were Pres. Raffy Alunan, IPP Hermie Esguerra, BLA Raoul Creencia, Sec. Edwin
Hernandez, Dir./PE Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Hans Palacios, AS Rami Chahwan, Treas. PJ Garcia,
Dir. Albert Alday, VP Reggie Yu, Dir. Mike Albana, AT Karlo Castro, Dir. Johnny Chotrani,
Ethics Committee Chair Nando Camus, Vice Chair Caloy Serapio, RCM Secretariat Lhea
Lozano, and Editorial Consultant Rhea Vitto Tabora.
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Information Briefing for Minister Takahiro Hanada

The Rotary Information Committee held an information briefing on November 22, 2023
for Minister Takahiro Hanada. Present were PDG Obet Pagdanganan, PDG Rudy
Bediones, PP Boy Guevara, Rtn. Manny Blanco, PDG Vince Carlos and Sec. Edwin
Hernandez.
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE

Meeting with Manila Public School Principals
and City Councilor to Discuss

RCM WASH Projects

WASH Committee Chair / BLA Raoul Creencia and Vice-Chair Emman de la Cruz
met Manila public school principals Marites Pamulo-Labaguez and Violeta Labang.
The RCM WASH Projects intended for these schools were discussed. Also in the
meeting were Manila City Councilor Numero Lim and wife Kartini Lim, who
expressed interest in partnering with RCM to pursue these projects.
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE

Coordination Meeting Between Oral Healthcare 
and WASH Committees

A coordination meeting was held on November 28, 2023 between Oral Healthcare
and WASH Committees with the respective Chair and Vice-Chair: (Oral) John Cutter
and Jason Bogovich, (WASH) Raoul Creencia and Emman de la Cruz.



On December 9, 2023 at 1:00 p.m., RCM will return to the Montessori School of Mithing
Pangarap, Smokey Mountain, Tondo together with support from the RCM WASH Committee,
Rotaract Club of Manila and TeethCloud to provide an annual Christmas program for 140
school children. 

Beyond gifts and food, RCM will present awareness/education/materials distribution for both
hand hygiene and oral health efforts in the community. 

Members of RCM are not only encouraged to attend but also participate in this worthwhile
effort that has helped over 600 students to date. 

Watch our Viber posts for more information and to confirm your attendance.

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

RCM - Mithing Pangarap Christmas Program

Last year’s photos

Upcoming Activity
of the Oral Healthcare and WASH Committees
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YOUTH SERVICE
District Rotaract Representative Visit

Pres. Raffy Alunan delivered an inspirational message to the members and officers of the
Rotaract Club of Manila during their District Rotaract Representative Visit (DRR's Visit) held on
November 18, 2023, at the RCM Secretariat office.

Call to Order by Jenna Aguilar, Committee Service Trainee Invocation
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YOUTH SERVICE
District Rotaract Representative Visit

CP Charlie Chua of the Rotary Club ot Manila Magic, Jose Syguia, PP JM Cuales of the
Rotaract Club of Manila, Professional Service Director Andrea Cuevas, Russel
Palubon, PP Kristine Karen Cuales, HCP Arvin Reyes, Club Service Director Val John
Darilag, HCP Jake Que of the Rotary Club of Manila Magic, HCP Raffy Alunan III of the
Rotary Club of Manila, DRR Nikki Parlade, PE Stephanie Bonifacio, Julienne Aguilar,
Czamille Oliveros, Rainier Cabungcal, DRRE John Noe Lopez, PP John Carlo de
Guzman, HCP Angel Macasieb of the Rotaract Club of Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng
Maynila, DCOS Khate Valena, PDRR Oliver Alvarez of the Rotary Club of Paco Manila

DRR Nikki Parlade
provided her comments
on the Club's report.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Rotary Club of Taipei's 75th Charter Anniversary

Welcome dinner by sister club RC Taipei. Other RCM sister clubs
showed up: RC Singapore and RC Bangkok.

We met our counterparts from RC Tai Po, RC Kuala Lumpur, RC
Penang, RC Kota Kinabalu, RC Kyoto and RC Yokohama. 

It was a typical Rotarian dinner-fellowship full of banter, good
cheer and unabashed singing! We sang “Pasko na Sinta ko” led by
Nick Locsin plus John Tan, Noy Benedicto, Ferdie Co and yours
truly.

- Pres. Raffy Alunan 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Rotary Club of Taipei's 75th Charter Anniversary

On behalf of RC Manila, Pres. Raffy Alunan offered RC Taiwan Pres. Shirley Ting
a banner of RCM and gifts from RCM.

Pres. Raffy Alunan and Rotary Club of
Taipei Pres. Shirley Ting reaffirmed
sister club ties last Friday, November 24,
2023.

At the anniversary celebration...
PRIP Gary Huang retrieved the bag of
Pres. Raffy from the venue of the lunch
stop. The fellow in the center was the
messenger who handed the bag to Pres.
Raffy. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Rotary Club of Taipei's 75th Charter Anniversary

Group photo of RC Taipei’s sister clubs; third from left Dr. Chan Siew Luen, President
RC Singapore; to his left Dr. Charles Cheung head of RC Bangkok delegation; RIPE
Stephanie Urchick; to her left, RC Taipei President Shirley Ting; RCM Pres. Raffy
Alunan; PRIP Gary Huang; RCT PP Jack  Tsai; and at the very right, Rtn. Joao Pinot of
RC Macau.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Rotary Club of Taipei's 75th Charter Anniversary

At the museum floor dedicated to
PRIP Gary Huang. 

From left: Chair John Tan, PD Noy
Benedicto, Chair Nick Locsin, RIPE
Stephanie Urchick, Pres. Raffy
Alunan and Karl Benedicto.

Group photo of RCMers with members of RC Taipei and RIPE Stephanie Urchick (at the center in blue)

Selfie-ing: Pres. Raffy, Karl Benedicto, PD Noy Benedicto,
Chair Nick Locsin and Chair John Tan
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Rotary Club of Taipei's 75th Charter Anniversary

Pres. Raffy Alunan with former Rotary International President Gary Huang at the
latter’s museum. Also present were International Relations Chair/Dir. Nick Locsin,
Chair John Tan, PD Noy and Karlo Benedicto.
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PUBLIC IMAGE
Tribute to Chief Justice and RCM Past President

Artemio “Art” V. Panganiban



PP Boy Guevara's Granddaughter to Become Part
of Global Group KATSEYE 
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER

The members who will become part of the girl group KATSEYE, promoting on a
truly global stage with the support of HYBE Labels and Geffen Records, are Sophia
(granddaughter of PP Boy and Monette Guevara) from the Philippines, Lara from
the USA, Yoonchae from South Korea, Megan from the USA, Daniela from the USA,
and Manon from Switzerland.
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
Rtn. Anton Mauricio, General Manager

of National Development Company, is Guest Speaker
at the Digital Pilipinas Festival held at SMX Aura

From left: Dir. Mike Albana, Amor Maclang (convenor of Digital Pilipinas), Rtn. Anton
Mauricio, Department of Trade and Industry Undersecretary Kim Bernardo-Lokin,
Maybank Philippines Inc. President and CEO Abigail Tina del Rosario, two other guests
at the Digital Pilipinas Festival, and Malaysian Ambassador  to  the Philippines Dato'
Abdul Malik Melvin Castelino bin Anthony
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RECOGNITION CORNERRECOGNITION CORNER
PD Art Lopez Receives Mabuhay Gold Awardee 2023

PD Art Lopez received the prestigious Mabuhay Gold Awardee 2023 from the Association
of Human Resource Managers on November 27, 2023 at the Westin Manila.



RCM Golf Fellowship in Malarayat
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

IPP Hermie Esguerra hosted the RCM Golf Fellowship in Malarayat last Friday, November 24.



RCM Golf Fellowship at Esguerra Farms
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

  Late lunch and fellowship was held in IPP Hermie Esguerra’s farm. 



Date: December 12, 2023    |    Time: 5:00 PM

Venue: Z LOUNGE DINING (Roof Deck)

G.A. Tower 2, EDSA (Beside MRT Boni Stn.), Mandaluyong City

Date: December 12, 2023    |    Time: 5:00 PM

Venue: Z LOUNGE DINING (Roof Deck)

G.A. Tower 2, EDSA (Beside MRT Boni Stn.), Mandaluyong City
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