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GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

HON. ARTEMIO V. “Art” PANGANIBAN
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of the Philippines
Past President, Rotary Club of Manila

Kabalita

It is always both uplifting and inspiring to honor the distinguished men who have
helped weave and shape the legacy and landmark achievements of Asia’s First Rotary
Club. Today, the Rotary Club of Manila celebrates a remarkable Rotarian, its 71st
President, who has lived a life of service and integrity; and one who, as Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, has been affectionately acclaimed by his peers as the
“Renaissance Jurist of the 21st Century”, whose “mental dexterity” impressively
“extricates the possible from the hypothetical, the emerging from the established, the
literature in science and the law in art.”

( www.rcmanila.org Q>




TABLE OF CONTENTS

N
N

Program Timetable

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Editor's Note

18th Weekly Membership Meeting: A Recap
Club Administration

Comic Relief

District Activity
Public Image

Fellowship

Board of Directors and Executive Officers for
RY 2023-2024 | Editorial Board for RY 2023-2024



PROGRAM TIMETABLE

19th Weekly Joint Membership Meeting
with
Rotary Club of Forbes Park

Rotary Year 2023-2024
Thursday, November 16, 2023 12:15 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

Moderator: PP ARSENIO M. “Archit” BARTOLOME III
12:00 PM  Registration

12:15PM Call to Order PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN I1I

PRES. ANTONIO P. “Anton” JACOMINA IlI
(Rotary Club of Forbes Park)

Invocation PP RUBEN L. TORRES
(Rotary Club of Forbes Park)

Philippine National Anthem AVP of RCM Members
Rotary Club of Manila Hymn RCM WF Music Chorale
Rotary Club of Forbes Park Hymn Rotary Club of Forbes Park Chorale
The Four (4) Way Test RTN. CARLOS “Caloy” C. BUENDIA
Acknowledgment of Guests PP ARSENIO M. “Archit” BARTOLOME III
Welcome Song RCM WF Music Chorale
Birthday Celebrants
RCM: RCFP:

Nov. 10 Rtn. Billy Andal Nov. 10  Rtn.Jun Ranada

Nov. 14 Rtn. Martin Romualdez Nov. 19 PP Albert Garcia

Rtn. Gerry Magbanua Nov. 21 PP Hiro Asandas

Nov. 17 STAR Rtn. Toby Panares
Nov. 19 PDG Vicente Carlos

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song RCM WF Music Chorale



PROGRAM TIMETABLE

12:50 PM President’s Time PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

PRES. ANTONIO P. “Anton” JACOMINA III
(Rotary Club of Forbes Park)

Testimonials:

a) Justice Presby Velasco
b) Dir. Tony Lopez

) Rtn. Citos Manalaysay

12:55 PM Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker PD BEDA G. FAJARDO

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address:

HON. ARTEMIO V. “Art” PANGANIBAN
Chief Justice and Past President

1:30 PM  Open Forum / Q&A

1:50 PM  Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN IlI
PRES. ANTONIO P. “Anton” JACOMINA IlI
(Rotary Club of Forbes Park)

2:00 PM  Adjournment PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN Il
PRES. ANTONIO P. “Anton” JACOMINA IlI
(Rotary Club of Forbes Park)



GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

HON. ARTEMIO V. “Art” PANGANIBAN

Chief Justice, Supreme Court of the Philippines
Past President, Rotary Club of Manila

Artemio Villasefior Panganiban Jr. (born December 7, 1936) is a Filipino jurist. He served
as the 21st Supreme Court Chief Justice of the Philippines from 2005 to 2006.

Panganiban was born on December 7, 1936, in Manila in a poor family. His parents
were Artemio Panganiban Sr. and Patricia Villasefior. He graduated with "Honorable
Mention" from the Juan Luna Elementary School in 1950. He also finished with
"Honorable Mention" from the Victorino Mapa High School in 1954.

Panganiban was granted a University of the Philippines scholarship, but failed to enroll
because his impoverished parents could not afford the then 15-centavo bus ride
between Diliman and the family's small rented apartment in Cataluna Street, Sampaloc,
Manila (nonetheless he was bestowed in 1998 with a membership in the UP Chapter of
the Phi Kappa Phi honor society). He earned a degree of Associate in Arts summa cum
laude at the Far Eastern University in 1956. He also earned a degree of Bachelor of
Laws, and graduated cum laude also at the Far Eastern University in 1960. Prior to his
graduation, he was named as the 1959 "Most Outstanding Student" of Far Eastern
University. In the 1960 Philippine Bar Examination, he placed sixth, with a rating of
89.55%. In 1997, he was given an honorary doctorate degree in law by the University of
lloilo. He was a founder and former president of the National Union of Students of the
Philippines from 1958 to 1959 and legal consultant to the Education Secretary and to
the National Board of Education from 1963 to 1965. Panganiban was also conferred a
Doctor of Laws (Honoris Causa) degree by the Far Eastern University in 2002, by the
University of Cebu in 2006, by Angeles University, in 2006, and by the Bulacan State
University, in 2006.

Panganiban started as an Associate Lawyer and apprentice of Jovito Salonga at the
Salonga, Ordofiez and Associates Law Office from 1961 to 1963. According to
Panganiban, his biggest heroes were Jose W. Diokno, the father of human rights,
Salonga his mentor, and future Chief Justice Claudio Teehankee; Panganiban could not
find sufficient fundsto continue his scholarship offerin Yale, so Salonga, a Yale


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jovito_Salonga
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alumnus, brought him under his wing to teach him all he learned from Yale and all he
knew of the law.[5] In 1963, the young Panganiban formed his own law firm PABLAW
(Panganiban, Benitez, Parlade, Africa and Barinaga Law Offices), which he headed until
he joined the Supreme Court in 1995. He also became the vice president of the Legal
Management Council of the Philippines from 1976 to 1977. He was the Vice President for
Legal Affairs and General Counsel, Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PCCl), 1991-1995. He was Chief Legal Counsel of the Parish Pastoral Council for
Responsible Voting (PPCRV), 1991-1995, and the only Filipino appointed by Pope John
Paul Il to the Pontifical Council for the Laity. He was Legal Counsel of the Manila
Archdiocesan and Parochial Schools Association - MAPSA from May 7, 1993 - October 9,
1995. He was Chair of Workshop on Administration of Justice, Multi-Sectoral Conference
convened to discuss the first 100-day and first 1,000-day programs of President Fidel
Ramos, held on June 13, 1992, and on October 17, 1992, respectively.

He taught law and political science at the Far Eastern University, Assumption Convent,
and San Sebastian College from 1961 to 1970. He became a bank director of the
International Corporate Bank (which is now owned by the Union Bank of the Philippines)
from 1972 to 1974.

From 1978 to 1981, he was a consultant of the World Tourism Organization and was an
honorary consul of the Republic of Honduras from 1981 to 1983. He was the president
of Arpan Tourism Industries Corp. from 1974 to 1993 and Baron Travel Corporation
from 1967 to 1993.

Panganiban was the Chief legal counsel of the Liberal Party from 1987 to 1991 and was
president of the Philippine Daily Inquirer from 1991 to 1992.

He was also the governor of the Management Association of the Philippines and
president of the Rotary Club of Manila. He was also the former president of Philippine-
Finland Association and RCM Eyebank Foundation Inc.

Panganiban's 2008 occupation is: Philippine Daily Inquirer column writer; adviser,
consultant and/or independent director of several business, civic, non-government and
religious groups.

Panganiban was named as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court in 1995. Justice
Panganiban was the chairperson of the Supreme Court Third Division and the House of
Representatives Electoral Tribunal (HRET), as well as of seven SC committees involved
mainly in judicial reforms. Described by a colleague (Justice Antonio T. Carpio) as
“undoubtedly the most prolific writer of the Court, bar none” he has during the last ten
years penned more than 1,000 full-length decisions and ten books plus several thousand
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minute resolutions disposing of controversies. These include the Cocofed case, in which
the court gave the Presidential Commission on Good Government the right to vote
sequestered United Coconut Planters Bank shares, which had been acquired through
coco levy funds. Justice Panganiban was named Supreme Court Chief Justice on
December 20, 2005, by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo after Hilario Davide Jr. retired
at age 70. Other nominees by the Judicial and Bar Council included Senior Associate
Justice Reynato Puno and Associate Justice Leonardo Quisumbing. Puno was the most
senior in terms of career in the Supreme Court while Panganiban was the most senior in
terms of age. Panganiban was succeeded by Puno after only two years in office in
December 2007. Short-term tenures of high-ranking appointees are a distinctive feature
of the Philippine political system.

Chief Justice Panganiban drew controversy for his remarks made in June 2006 regarding
the 1998 decision of the Supreme Court, in which he participated, affirming the death
penalty imposed on Leo Echegaray. Echegaray, a convicted rapist was executed the
following year in what was the first execution in the Philippines since the regime of
Ferdinand Marcos. Panganiban, whose anti-death penalty views are well known,
suggested that the Supreme Court may have committed "a judicial error" in executing
Echegaray, as not all of the qualifying circumstances needed to promulgate a death
conviction were actually established. His remarks, coming at the heels of the passage by
Congress of a law abolishing the death penalty, were criticized by death-penalty
advocates and some newspaper editorials. Calls were made in some quarters to
indemnify the family of Echegaray. Supporters of former President Joseph Estrada were
also emboldened to demand that the Supreme Court likewise to correct its 2001
decision upholding the assumption to the presidency of Gloria Macapagal Arroyo in lieu
of Estrada. Panganiban subsequently clarified that his remarks on the Echegaray
decision were his own personal views and not that of the Supreme Court.

The Philippine Bar Association, on its 116th Foundation Day Celebration on April 26,
2007, conferred upon Art, the "Award of Honor" citing him as

..."a principled and visionary leader by example; a prolific writer of the Supreme Court,
bar none; a renaissance man and a nobly-souled and gifted jurist; a much sought-after
speaker; a recipient of over 250 awards and citations from national and international
entities and organizations, including several honorary doctoral degrees; an eminent
lawyer, law professor, Catholic lay worker, civic leader and businessman; a scholar
imbued with mental dexterity; and, an exemplary family man.”

Source: Wikipedia
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EDITOR'S NOTE

ARE WE A TEAM?

My daughter, Melissa, is a huge volleyball fan. Since her
college days at the Ateneo, she has been rooting for the
Ateneo Blue Eagles, religiously watching the UAAP games.
Her favorite players have since graduated from college,
and she continues to follow their exciting volleyball
careers in the Premier Volleyball League (PVL).

During her recent vacation to Manila from her work

overseas, one regular bonding session for us was Raoul C. Creencia
watching either the live or online PVL games, including Editor-in-Chief, balita
the recorded games of the various teams competing in

the on-going All-Filipino Conference Preliminaries (we watched the games not only of her
favorite team, but of other teams where some favorite players are members).

I must say that | am now a fan of the PVL games.

The level of play and talent exhibited by these lady volleyball players are most impressive.
Notably, among the twelve teams, the newly created teams are at the bottom of the totem
pole, quite understandably as they still getting their bearings and their players not yet fully in
sync.

As an amateur spectator, | have observed notable and common underlying reasons and
factors that always spell the difference between winning and losing a game. Here are some
of them:

1.The players have the same clear motivation and objective: for the team to win. The
stronger the will and motivation, the better chances for the team to be propelled to
victory.

2.The players always communicate with each other and with the coach. Communication
is obviously a key ingredient in a successful game. Through communication, the
players understand each other during the match. The reality is volleyball teams often
fail to complete an attack hit or resist an attack due to miscommunication.

3.Players execute well-planned plays and strategies. Excellent sets are executed by
skillful setters and the ever-prepared outside or opposite spikers. Good reception and
defense are often courtesy of the libero and middle blockers.

4.They exhibit the ability to adjust to situations. Players and their coach take time to
step back and recalibrate their play. In certain tight occasions during the game, a
defensive specialist is added to the mix of players.
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5.There is rotation and substitution. Players get tired. Even the best ones have off days.
This is when the coach needs to put together the perfect combination of players in
any given set.

6. All team members realize that anyone can make a mistake during a game, even
during crucial moments. Even the best players commit service or other unforced
errors. Yet, whenever this happens, the erring player is not readily sacrificed,
scolded, or substituted. Instead, she is afforded an opportunity to deliver; and they
often do rally and achieve amazing results.

These are the take-aways and lessons that we all must remind ourselves, as members of this
great team called the Rotary Club of Manila.



18th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 9, 2023

PROGRAM MODERATOR

SAA Nagi Zeitouni was the week’s Program Moderator who navigated
the flow of the meeting. He began by inviting Manila Rotarians to be
seated to give way for the meeting to officially commence.

CALL TO ORDER

Sounding the bell, Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan Il called the 18th
weekly membership meeting to order.

INVOCATION

BLA Raoul C. Creencia led the invocation. The prayer, in part, said: “We pray that you
instill in us all the values and virtues of humility, understanding, the ability to forgive
ourselves, and the capacity to forgive our brothers who may have wronged us, wittingly or
unwittingly; and may our act of forgiveness and humble submission to your will, be our
first act of service, and may it be a defining moment of our being a Manila Rotarian.”



18th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 9, 2023

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM / RCM HYMN

Manila Rotarians and guests took
a position of respect as they sang
the Philippine National Anthem.
This was followed by the singing
of the RCM Hymn.

4-WAY TEST

Rotarians were again reminded
of their commitment to live by
the 4-Way Test, with the
recitation of this mantra led by
PD Issam Eldebs.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and WELCOME SONG

The “World Famous” RCM Chorale
led the singing of the Rotary Club of
Manila Hymn and the Welcome
Song.



18th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 9, 2023

PRESIDENT'S TIME

President Raffy briefed the members about the board's plan regarding
pressing concerns discussed by the four groups during the recently held
General Assembly on October 16, 2023. The recommendations from this
meeting will be presented to the board for thorough consideration and
resolution during the upcoming regular board meeting.

Additionally, he highlighted that the ethics committee and internal auditors
will submit their respective final reports for his and the Board’s review,
leading to thoughtful consideration and appropriate action. President Raffy
addressed the recurrent misuse of the Viber group by members, noting his
commitment to upgrading policies and reinforcing ladderized sanctions.

Providing a concise update, he shared information on the status of fully
and partially paid dues from the members.

Concluding his talk, President Raffy introduced the Philippine Taekwondo
Team, which made a remarkable demonstration of their skills and talent.



18th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 9, 2023

EXHIBITION OF THE PHILIPPINE TAEKWONDO TEAM

One of the highlights of the program was the presentation of the Philippine
Taekwondo Team, comprising of world and Asian Games medalists.
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November 9, 2023

RCM’s OUTSTANDING ATHLETE AWARD

Another highlight of the meeting was the bestowing of
‘OUTSTANDING ATHLETE' award to multi-awarded Pole
Vaulter Ernest John “EJ” Obiena.

In a heartfelt video message, Mr. Obiena thanked the RCM
for the award and honor bestowed on him.



18th WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAP

November 9, 2023

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER

Rtn. Arsenio “Basti” Lacson introduced the guest of honor and
speaker, PSC Chairman Richard E. Bachmann. As he personally knew
the latter, Basti craftily added some personal anecdotes that added
interest and uniqueness to the way the introduction was made.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

PSC Chairman Richard E. Bachmann delivered his message to the
members and guests. He focused on the mandate and various
projects and initiatives of the Philippine Sports Commission.
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November 9, 2023

OPEN FORUM

PSC Chairman Richard E. Bachmann gamely engaged in an interactive
conversation with IPP Hermie Esguerra, PD Beda Fajardo, DGE Jackie
Fernandez, PD Abe Pascual, and PATAFA Pres. Terry Capistrano.
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November 9, 2023

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Pres. Rafael Alunan presented the club’'s token of appreciation to PSC
Chairman Richard E. Bachmann. Witnessing this are Governor-Elect Jackie
C. Rodriguez (Chairman, Program Committee) and BLA Raoul C. Creencia.

PATAFA President Terry Capistrano received RCM's Plaque of Appreciation on behalf of
multiple medalist Pole Vaulter Ernest John “EJ” Obiena, as RCM'’s Outstanding Athlete. This was
witnessed by RCM President Raffy Alunan lll, Dean of Sports Mr. Quinito Henson, PDG Rudy
Bediones, and DGE and Program Committee Chairman Jackie E. Rodriguez, Sr.

ADJOURNMENT

After thanking the guest speaker and all attendees, the meeting is adjourned by Pres. Raffy Alunan.
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November 9, 2023

MEETING FELLOWSHIP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2023-2024

November 02, 2023 November 08, 2023

NOVEMBER 2023 HOLIDAY PSC CHAIR. RICHARD E.
BACHMANN

MEMBERS PRESENT 0 38
MAKE UP ATTENDEES 0 16
EXEMPTED FROM ATTENDANCE 0 5

ON LEAVE 0

Total Active Members 0 49
Total # of Members 246 246
TOTAL ATTENDANCE 75: 0% 20%
ROTARACTORS 0 0
MEDIA 0 5
EMBASSIES / DIPLOMATIC CORPS 0 0

DG, DGE, DGN, PDG 0 2
GOHS / GS 0 3
Visiting Rotarians 1] 1]
Guests of RCM MEMBERS 0 4
TOTAL ATTENDEES 0 45
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of November 15, 2023, 6:00 PM)
FULLY PAID
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

PARTIALLY PAID
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Inducted Members as of October 2023
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Inducted Members as of October 2023
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Meeting to Discuss
RC Manila Information Kit

Pres. Raffy Alunan had a meeting with BLA Raoul Creencia, Sec. Edwin Hernandez and
Editorial Consultant Rhea Vitto Tabora to discuss the content and design of the RC Manila
Information Kit.



COMIC RELIEF



DISTRICT ACTIVITY

RI District 3810 Pre-PETS
(Presidents-Elect Training Seminar)

DGE Jackie giving his Pre-PETS message

PE Jujut Enriquez with his classmates at the Pre-PETS
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Sportsfest

November 11, 2023
The Palms Country Club, Alabang
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