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Trade is definitely a powerful driver of and reliable tool for economic development and poverty
alleviation. The World Bank has reported that “from 1990 to 2017, developing countries
increased their share of global exports from 16 percent to 30 percent; in the same period, the
global poverty rate fell from 36 percent to 9 percent. Not all countries have benefited equally,
but overall, trade has generated unprecedented prosperity, helping to lift some 1 billion people
out of poverty in recent decades.” With this encouraging figures, the Philippines should aim,
through skillful and rational policy formulation and program implementation, to be always
among those with increased and increasing share of global exports.
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15th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, October 12, 2023 12:30PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

 
Moderator: RTN. ANTONILO DC. “Anton” MAURICIO

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

Rotary Club of Makati Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test  

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants 

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III
PRES. SENEN “BING” L. MATOTO
(Rotary Club of Makati)

RTN. NICOLO S. “Nico” HALLARE

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

RC Makati Chorale - AVP

RTN. PAUL ANTHONY T. “Paul” KOH

RTN. ANTONILO DC. “Anton” MAURICIO

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Oct. 6

Oct. 8

Oct. 10

Oct. 12

Rtn. Marius Angara

PDSAA Ferdie Co
Rtn. Jimmy Tang
Rtn. Noel Tanglao
Rtn. Micray Gonzales
STAR Rtn. Philip Wombwell

PP Banit Caasi
STAR Rtn. Nate Camat
STAR Rtn. David Klebs

Rtn. Ricky Yap
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12:50 PM

12:55 PM

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

President’s Time

Induction of New Members

Introduction of New Members by Proposers

JUANITO AYSON “John” SIMON
President & CEO
PRIMETECH OIL, INC.
Classification: PETROLEUM PRODUCTS –
Lubricating Oil Mfg.
Proposer: VP Reginald T. Yu

KAZUHIRO NOMURA  
Associate Officer 
Mitsui & Co., Ltd.
Classification: AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY –
Automotive Mfg.
Proposer: PP Domingo S.B. “Boy” Guevara Jr.

Charging Officer

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address
HON. ALFREDO E. PASCUAL

Secretary
Department of Trade and Industry

Open Forum / Q&A

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III
PRES. SENEN “BING” L. MATOTO
(Rotary Club of Makati)

VP Reginald T. “Reggie” Yu
PP Domingo S.B. “Boy” Guevara Jr.

PDG ALEXANDER P. “Alex” CUREG 

PP DAVID ACKERMAN
(Rotary Club of Makati)

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III
PRES. SENEN “BING” L. MATOTO
(Rotary Club of Makati)

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III
PRES. SENEN “BING” L. MATOTO
(Rotary Club of Makati)

PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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Alfredo E. Pascual is the Secretary (Minister) of the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI). At the time of his appointment to DTI in June 2022, he was the
President of the Management Association of the Philippines (MAP).

Over the past four decades, Mr. Pascual has contributed to society by serving at
four esteemed national and international institutions, viz.: Institute of Corporate
Directors (ICD) as President and CEO in 2018 and 2019; University of the
Philippines (UP) System as President and Co-Chair from 2011 to 2017 and as
Alumni Regent in 2009 and 2010; Asian Development Bank (ADB) for 19 years
(1989-2008) in several positions including as Director for Private Sector Operations,
Director for Project Finance, and Advisor for Public-Private Partnership; and Asian
Institute of Management (AIM) as a finance professor in the 1980s.

Prior to joining DTI, Mr. Pascual was an independent director on the board of
publicly listed companies (e.g., SM Investments, Megawide Construction, and
Concepcion Industrial). His past board memberships included non-profits and
other organizations, such as the Philippine Institute of Development Studies (PIDS),
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), ICD, Institute for Solidarity in Asia (ISA),
FINEX Academy, UP Foundation, UP CIFAL Philippines, Philippine Council for
Foreign Relations (PCFR), and US-Philippines Society (USPHS).

Mr. Pascual finished his MBA and BS in Chemistry (cum laude) at UP. He attended
the EC-ASEAN Program on Strategic and Organizational Change at the Euro-Asia
Centre, Campus INSEAD, France. His awards included Honorary Doctorates from
the University of the Philippines and four other universities, the Presidential
Lingkod Bayan Award from Malacanang, and the Rotary Golden Wheel Award for
Higher Education.

HON. ALFREDO E. PASCUAL
Secretary

Department of Trade and Industry
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related noncommunicable diseases. The World Health Organization has reported that 1.9
billion adults are overweight or obese, while 462 million are underweight. Globally in 2020,
149 million children under 5 were estimated to be stunted (too short for age), 45 million
were estimated to be wasted (too thin for height), and 38.9 million were overweight or
obese. Ruefully, around 45% of deaths among children under 5 years of age are linked to
undernutrition. These mostly occur in low- and middle-income countries. At the same time,
in these same countries, rates of childhood overweight and obesity are rising.

Malnutrition has been a persistent challenge throughout human history. Its roots trace back
to ancient times when societies faced food scarcity, inadequate agriculture, and limited
knowledge of nutrition. In ancient civilization, malnutrition was often a result of food
shortages, crop failures, and socio-economic disparities. The middle ages saw periodic
famines across Europe due to factors like climate fluctuations, war, and inefficient
agricultural practices. Who would forget about the Great Famine of 1315-1317? The
Industrial Revolution brought about crowded cities with poor living conditions and poor
access to nutritious food. The two world wars in the 20th century exacerbated the situation
in most countries. In recent times, conflicts and social disparities continue to hound many
parts of the globe, and these factors contribute to the persistence of this worldwide
problem. 

Efforts to combat malnutrition continue, with a focus on sustainable agriculture, food
security, education, and improved healthcare infrastructure. It is undeniable that, despite
progress, there is still work to be done to ensure adequate nutrition for all.

In our corner of the world, the Philippine Rotary movement must band together and, in
partnership with other like-minded civic and business organizations, address this persistent
problem of malnutrition among our population. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
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MALNUTRITION

The Rotary Club of Manila’s current efforts to combat
malnutrition in the country deserves the full support of
the membership. Two days ago, a follow-up meeting
with the Management Association of the Philippines
(MAP) was led by President Raffy, together with Vice-
President Reggie, VP-Elect Joel, Committee
Chairpersons John Cutter and Jason Bogovich, as well
as yours truly (as WASH Committee Chair). The
malnutrition malady must be given the same attention
as the polio problem around the world. Malnutrition,
in all its forms, includes undernutrition (wasting,
stunting, underweight), inadequate vitamins or
minerals,   overweight,   obesity,   and   resulting    diet-
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
October 5, 2023

PROGRAM MODERATOR

CALL TO ORDER 

BLA Raoul Creencia was the week’s Program Moderator who navigated the
efficient flow of the meeting. He began by inviting the members of Rotary Club of
Manila and guests to be seated to allow the membership meeting to proceed. 

Pres. Rafael “Raffy” M. Alunan III called the 14th weekly membership meeting to order.
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

INVOCATION

Rtn. Marius Angara led the invocation. The beautiful prayer set the tone for the meeting. 

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM / RCM HYMN

Rotary Members and guests took a position of respect as they sang the Philippine National
Anthem. This was followed by the singing of the RCM Hymn.  
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

4-WAY TEST
Rotarians were again reminded of their commitment to live by the 4-Way Test.
The recitation of this mantra was led by Rtn. Abdulgani “Gani” M. Macatungan.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA HYMN and THE WELCOME SONG 

The “World Famous” WF Chorale led In the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila
Hymn and the Welcome Song. 
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PD John Cutter (Chairman for Disease Prevention and Treatment Committee) invited
members to participate in the Rotary Club of Manila Community Oral Health project, which is
being pursued in collaboration with Mithing Pangarap for Educational Foundation, Inc.,
Filipino-Canadian Dental Hygienist Society, and TeethCloud. The activity is set on October 7,
2023 at the Gawad Kalinga Bldg., Balut, Tondo, Manila.  
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

PSAA Gunter Matschuck invited the members to participate to a fellowship Oktoberfest of
RCM on October 19, 2023, at the German Club in Makati City.
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

PRESIDENT’S TIME

Pres. Raffy Alunan started his speech by announcing the forthcoming activities such as the
‘Upskills” project of the Rotaract Clubs of Manila and Pamantasan ng Maynila, with
Knowledge partners, Rotary Club of Manila, and Manila Magic. In this event, Rtn. Antonilo
“Anton” Mauricio will act as one of the guest speakers. Pres. Raffy also announced that next
guest of honor and speaker for the 15th Weekly Membership Meeting will be DTI Sec. Alfredo
E. Pascual.

The Club President also presented the ‘Club Health Check’. He encouraged the members to
respond to the Guide Question, which will be disseminated via Viber group, in preparation
for the forthcoming Club Assembly on October 26, 2023.

Pres. Raffy also shared some photos with some RCMers who attended the District Mid-Autumn
Festival held on October 4, 2023, at the Century Seafood Restaurant.
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER 

PP Chito Zaldarriaga introduced the guest  of honor and speaker, Sec. Tereso O. Panga,
Director General, PEZA.

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

PEZA Director-General Tereso O. Panga delivered his message to the memberss and
guests of Rotary Club of Manila. In his speech, he underscored the unique role of the
Philippine Economic Zone Authority, as well as the huge benefits that the country is
reaping from the investors and locators in the ecozones. 
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

OPEN FORUM

PEZA Dir-Gen. Tereso Panga gamely engaged in an interactive conversation with
Pres. Raffy Alunan, PE Joel Valdez, Rtn. Felicito Payumo, STAR Rtn. Jerry Zhang,
Treas. Paul Joseph Garcia, Rtn. Philip Recto, PP Cesar Campos (RC Makati), and
STAR Rtn. Billy Andal.
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

Pres. Raffy Alunan presented the club’s token of appreciation for Sec. Tereso O.
Panga, Director General, PEZA, in the presence of BLA Raoul Creencia, STAR
Rtn. Billy Andal, PP Chito Zaldarriaga, DGE Jackie Rodriguez (Chairman,
Program Committee), Rtn. Marius Angara, Rtn. Abdulgani Macatoman, PD
Beda Fajardo, and Rtn. Felicito Payumo.

ADJOURNMENT

Sounding the bell, the meeting was adjourned by President Raffy Alunan. 
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14    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

MEETING FELLOWSHIP 

Manila Rotarians during pre-meeting fellowship
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
RCM Members’ Attendance Report

RY 2023-2024



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of October 11, 2023, 6:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

PARTIALLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Prospective Members Attend Rotary Information
Committee Briefing via Zoom

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

The Rotary Information Committee held a briefing last Friday, October 6, 2023 via Zoom for
prospective members: Messrs. Manuel G. Almelor, MD, Chris Bello, Val Co, Kazuhiro Nomura,
and Juanito Simon.
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

Rotary Club of Daet South Receives Smart TV
Donation from Chairman Arik Carranceja

Rotary Club of Daet South's President, Atan Ibita, along with members of RC Daet
South, received a personal donation of a Smart TV from Chairman Arik Carranceja
(Economic and Community Development Committee) last Friday, October 6, 2023.
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MATERNAL AND CHILD CARE

MAP and RCM Engage in a Virtual Meeting
to Tackle Child Malnutrition

A meeting was held with the Management Association of the Philippines (MAP) to
discuss a proposed joint undertaking on the issue of child malnutrition. The virtual
meeting took place last Friday, October 6, 2023, from 11 AM to 12 PM via Zoom. MAP
was represented by its President, Benedicto Du-Baladad. Present from RCM were
Pres. Raffy Alunan, VP Reggie Yu, VPE Joel Valdes, and SAA Jason Bogovich.
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DISEASE PREVENTION
AND TREATMENT 

Rotary Club of Manila and Partners Conduct
Community Oral Health Program in Tondo

The Rotary Club of Manila Community Oral Health, led by PD John Cutter, in
collaboration with Mithing Pangarap Educational Foundation Inc. (MPEFI), the Filipino-
Canadian Dental Hygienist Society, and TeethCloud, conducted a community oral
health program for the beneficiaries of MPEFI. The program was held at Gawad
Kalinga Building in Smokey Mountain, Tondo, Manila on October 7, 2023.

From left: Joana Realin (Registered Dental Hygienist or RDH, Fil-Can Dental Hygiene
Society), Luming Woellhaf (Pres., Mithing Pangarap Educational Foundation, Inc.),
Teresa Belarde (RDH, Fil-Can Dental Hygiene Society), PD John Cutter (Chairman -
Disease Prevention and Treatment Committee), and Jeff Lord (RCM Secretariat)
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DISEASE PREVENTION
AND TREATMENT 

Rotary Club of Manila and Partners Conduct
Community Oral Health Program in Tondo

Fil-Can Registered Hygienist
Society, conducting oral
cleaning with the
beneficiaries of MPEFI

MPEFI beneficiaries patiently
awaiting their turn
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MUSIC COMMITTEE
RCM World Famous Chorale Practices

for Harana Visit to PP Babes Reyes

The RCM World Famous Chorale held a practice on October 9, 2023 in the Library Room at
the ELKS Club for the upcoming Harana Visit to PP Babes Reyes. 

In attendance were Music Chair PD Oscar del Rosario, Sr., Sunshine Chair Ricky Guevara, IA
Nick Locsin, PD John Cutter, Pres. Raffy Alunan, DGE Jackie Rodriguez, and BLA Raoul
Creencia.
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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COMIC RELIEF

Source: glasbergen.com
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DISTRICT EVENTS
Zone 10A Multi-District PRE-PETS

with RIPE Stephanie Urchick

PDG Rudy Bediones with RIPE
Stephanie Urchick during the
welcome ceremony

PDG Rudy Bediones with other RC delegates from RID3810

PDG Vince Carlos with RIPE Stephanie
Urchick 
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DISTRICT EVENTS
Lunch Tendered by RC Makati and RC Manila

for RIPE Stephanie Urchick

RIPE Aide Tom Gump
Past RI Director Raffy Garcia
RC Manila President Raffy Alunan
RC Makati President Bing Magtoto

Present at the lunch were: 

Discussions focused on Peace,  Internal Conflict Resolution, Ethics, Environment and Action Plans.

Past District Governors Rudy Bediones, Sid Garcia,
Ernie Choa, Gina Sy, Peps Bengzon, Penny
Policarpio, Oyan Villanueva, Johnny Yu
VPE Joel Valdes
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DISTRICT EVENTS
Farewell Dinner for RIPE Stephanie and

Induction of Rotary Inter Country Committee

IPP Hermie Esguerra with RIPE Stephanie Urchick
and IPDG Joyce Ambray

DGE Jackie Rodriguez received his
Certificate of Membership into Inter
Country Committee.
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DISTRICT EVENTS
22nd Handover and 23rd Induction Ceremony

of the Rotary Club of Hiyas ng Bacoor

IPP Hermie Esguerra,
representing Rotary Club of
Manila, attended the 22nd
Handover and 23rd
Induction Ceremony of the
Rotary Club of Hiyas ng
Bacoor held on October 9,
2023 at the Centennial Hall
of Manila Hotel.

IPP Hermie Esguerra with DG Lai Dela Cruz, HCP Jackie Jose of RC Hiyas ng Bacoor,
Board of Directors, Officers, members and guests of Rotary Club of Hiyas ng Bacoor



DISTRICT EVENTS
22nd Handover

and 23rd Induction
Ceremony of the Rotary Club

of Hiyas ng Bacoor
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With Delegates from RI District 3670, Korea

From left: PDG Tanquil Salvador III, SDG Kenneth Kho,
RC Cavite Uptown HCP, DG Lai Dela Cruz, IPP Hermie
Esguerra, IPDG Joyce Ambray, Lady Sharon Bediones
and PDG Rudy Bediones

With IPDG Joyce and the Phenomenal Leader Presidents

With IPDG Joyce Ambray
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PUBLIC IMAGE
Celebrating Achievements at

Zone 10A Membership Awards

 Membership Retention: Top 1 for sustaining more than 100 members
 Membership Growth: One of the top 10 clubs in the zone for incremental increase,
welcoming 17 new members.

Celebrating achievements at the Zone 10A Membership Awards on October 8, 2023, held at
Kingsford Hotel in Parañaque City!

We are proud to announce that the Rotary Club of Manila received two prestigious awards
from Zone 10A for RY 2022-23:

1.
2.

In addition, we are proud to have chartered the Rotary Club of Manila Phenomenal
Dentists, a cause-based club. 

Thank you to all the sponsors of our new members.

Thank you to everyone who joined us on Sunday to support the Zone 10A Membership
Awards: VP Reggie Yu, Director Albert Alday, Director Mike Albaña, DE/SAA Nagi Zeitouni,
Director Johnny Chotrani, Grant Chair Aries Balanay, PR Chair Billy Andal, Digitization Chair
Inov Talusan, DE Henry Go, ES Anna Kun Toledo, and Ms. Rhea Vitto Tabora.

Mabuhay, RC Manila!
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PUBLIC IMAGE
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FELLOWSHIP

 Past Presidents Council’s
First Golf Cup Tournament

RCM golfers participated in the Past Presidents Council’s first Golf Cup Tournament
held on October 10, 2023 at Villamor Golf Club.
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RECOGNITION CORNER
IPP Hermie Esguerra Receives Certificate of Appreciation

from Past Presidents Council for His Support to the
First Golf Cup Tournament 2023 for a Cause

Esguerra Kurobuta was the Diamond Sponsor of the Past Presidents Council’s first
Golf Cup Tournament held on October 10, 2023.

As a Diamond Sponsor, we were entitled to 10 complimentary players with free
breakfast, lunch, golf carts, green fees, fellowship and raffle prices. 

Thanks to the 8 RCMers who participated in the tournament. 

Congratulations to BLA Raoul Creencia for bagging the Class C Category Champion!

Very proud of the RCM golfers! Cheers!

- IPP Hermie S. Esguerra
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RECOGNITION CORNER
Congratulations to BLA Raoul Creencia,

First Runner-up in Class C Division,
Past Presidents Council’s First Golf Tournament
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