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A mature and vibrant democracy gives premium to and duly acknowledges the role of a
real and responsible opposition, especially in both houses of Congress. Having a voice that
critiques and fiscalizes should be welcomed by the majority, as a divergent view and
different perspective will surely engender better and healthier debates and discussion.
This, in turn, will  result to better-crafted laws and resolutions. The minority, therefore,
must not be embroiled in a pointless cacophony of ideas; but instead endeavor to steer
the discussion and mold each legislation to benefit the greater and more vulnerable
segment of our country’s population. 

Kabalita

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER 

HON. AQUILINO D. “Koko” PIMENTEL III
Senate Minority Floor Leader
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13th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024
Thursday, September 28, 2023 12:30PM

MANILA POLO CLUB
 

Moderator: RTN. WARREN SO

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test  

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants 

Maligayang Bati / Happy Birthday Song

VICE PRES. REGINALD T. “Reggie” YU

RTN. RAYMOND N. ”Ray” DAVIS
Chairman of Person with Disabilities)

AVP of RCM Members

RCM WF Music Chorale

SDG ANDREW M. BUENCAMINO 
Rotary Club of Manila Bay)

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

Sept. 23    
Sept. 24       
Sept. 27

Sept. 28

Rtn. Inov Talusan
Rtn. Nico Valencia
Rtn. Ralph Joseph
Rtn. Ronald Martinez
Rtn. Jovee Ong
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12:45 PM

12:50 PM

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

1:50 PM

2:00 PM

President’s Time

(A video message from Pres. Rafael Alunan III)

The Week’s Club Activity Update

Induction of New Member

Introduction of New Member by Proposer

YASUSHI IWATA (Japanese)              
Classification: Banking Bank Branch Office - Japan
Proposer: Rtn. Kentaro Shigei

Charging of New Member

Oath of Membership

Introduction of the Guest of Honor and Speaker

Guest of Honor and Speaker

Address
HON. AQUILINO D. “Koko” PIMENTEL III

Senate Minority Leader

Open Forum / Q&A

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation

Adjournment

PRES. RAFAEL M. “Raffy” ALUNAN III

VICE PRES REGINALD T. “Reggie” YU

RTN. WARREN SO

PDG ALEXANDER P. “Alex” CUREG  

VICE PRES REGINALD T. “Reggie” YU

HCP JONATHAN JUAN “JJ” MORENO
(Rotary Club of Manila Bay)

VICE-PRES. REGINALD T. “Reggie” YU

VICE-PRES. REGINALD T. “Reggie” YU

PROGRAM TIMETABLE



Senator Aquilino “Koko” de la Llana Pimentel III traces his family roots to
Region 1 - Ilocos Norte, Region 3 - Zambales, and of course Mindanao.

Senator Koko is married to Ma. Anna Kathryna de Guzman Yu-Pimentel of
Marikina City and Bulan, Sorsogon in Bicol; and has three children: Aquilino
Martin Emmanuel VI, Aquilino Justo VII and Ma. Kathryn Helena.

Senator Koko is currently the Senate Minority Leader in the 19th Congress.
He is former Senate President, just like his father Senate President Nene
Pimentel. 

Born on January 20, 1964 in Cagayan de Oro City, Senator Koko received his
Law degree from the University of the Philippines and topped the Bar
Examinations in 1990 with a grade of 89.85%. He earlier graduated with a
degree in B. S. Mathematics from the Ateneo de Manila as an NSDB scholar.
He was awarded Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa by the Polytechnic
University of the Philippines in 2012, and Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa by
the University of the Philippines in 2017 and the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng
Maynila in 2023.

Senator Koko Pimentel believes that “Creativity is the next big thing.” He
proposes a formula, very simple to remember, for the rapid, sustained, and
fair progress and development of our beloved country the Philippines:
“CREATIVITY, CONNECTIVITY, COMMUNITY.”

Sabi ni Senator Koko – “Ang dunong, itulong. Kaya use your KOKOte for your
country.”
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SENATE MINORITY LEADER
AQUILINO “KOKO” DE LA LLANA PIMENTEL III
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printed copies are distributed during each meeting, and the members are assumed to have
gotten the soft copy featured in the viber group chat and the Facebook page. 

Indeed, and as expressed last year, we now live in a digital age where reliance on social
media is rapidly growing, where online posts of on-going events are instantly available,
where chat groups enable one and all to get quick updates of the events and news of the
day, and where there is growing preference for bite-sized messages rather than long and
kilometric articles. With this, it may be timely to ask anew: is a newsletter publication still in
vogue? 

Every Thursday, in time for the weekly regular meeting, the Rotary Club of Manila publishes a
newsletter that seeks, among others, to update members about all the exciting things that
are going on in RCM and with its members. It features the program set out for the meeting,
the profile of the guest speaker, as well as the highlights of the past week’s activities. This is a
product of the Editorial Board’s weekly labor of love – a team effort.

BALITA, first published regularly 103 years ago in the form of a bulletin consisting of a few
pages, was and continues to be passionately nurtured and developed. At one point, Balita
was hailed as the most complete club newsletter in the Rotary world. Thus, the first Rotary
Club in Asia takes pride not only in its being a centennial club, but also because of many
other feats, among them the sustained weekly publication over all these years (except during
the Second World War) of its weekly club newsletter. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

EDITOR'S NOTE
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Why do we still need a weekly newsletter?

This was first discussed in the October 6,
2022 issue of BALITA, or almost one year ago. 
But writing more about it today is still very
relevant.

We all know that Manila Rotarians (almost all,
if not all) are already part of the Club’s
various social media chat groups. In these
social platforms,  announcements and
photos of events and meetings are posted in
real time. With this, do we still need a weekly
newsletter?

Everyone may have noticed that, since the
start of Rotary year 2023-24, BALITA has been
issued   exclusively   in    digital   format.     No 
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Today, after more than 100 years of regular publication, BALITA continues to serve as the
Rotary Club of Manila’s diary and chronicler of activities, programs, institutional events, and
various milestones. If one wishes to know the RCM’s mood and activities in, say, December
1966, he can be assured that the pages of BALITA published during that time will provide
such information. 

True. We now live in a different world, an era that is vastly different 103 years ago. But the
values and virtues that Rotary represents remain the same. Chronicling the Club’s activities
as a service and humanitarian organization indubitably remains important to celebrate each
act of service. Celebrating each Manila Rotarian’s devotion to the mantra – service above self
-- is still very much worth the pages or the digital space on which they are featured. Surely, it
is a worthwhile task to publish a weekly newsletter that assiduously collates, records,
features, and acknowledges what RCMers do today, not only because of the impact on the
beneficiaries, but also because of the inspiration it will bring to future Manila Rotarians who
will hopefully read about and appreciate these service-above-self activities many years from
now. 

This is why the message is worth reiterating: The Rotary Club of Manila, through the Editorial
Board, must and will dedicatedly continue and self-effacingly pursue the weekly publication
of BALITA. 

EDITOR'S NOTE
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

Program participants at the Presidential Table. From Left: PD Beda Fajardo,
Atty. Antonio Oposa (Guest Speaker), President Raffy Alunan, PD John
Cutter, and Rtn. Butch Alcantara.

PROGRAM MODERATOR

Director Hans Palacios served as the moderator
and invited Pres. Raffy Alunan to call the meeting
to order.

INVOCATION

PD John Cutter led the saying of a special prayer,
setting the tone of the meeting.  
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM / RCM HYMN

PRESIDENT’S TIME

Rotary Members and guests took a
position of respect as they sang the
Philippine National Anthem and the
RCM Hymn.  

During the President’s Time, Pres. Raffy Alunan
encouraged members to stay committed to their
pledge to Rotary Club of Manila by being
engaged in weekly and various project activities.   
Additionally, Pres Alunan informed the
membership of a proposed joint undertaking
with the Management Association of the
Philippine on Project Malnutrition, that is
causing stunted development of children. He
exhorted everyone to live by Rotary’s spirit of  
fellowship and leave personal drudges outside
of the door of Rotary when serving the Club
activities. Lastly, Pres Alunan informed the
membership of the retirement of Executive
Secrertary Anna Kun Toledo. 

The Program Moderator called on
PP Chito Zaldarriaga, to introduce
Executive Secretary Anna Kun
Toledo, to deliver her Valedictory
Message. 
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR
& SPEAKER 

PD Beda Fajardo introduced the guest  speaker,
Atty. Antonio “Tony” Oposa Jr.  

GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER 

Atty. Antonio “Tony” Oposa Jr. actively
engaged the members and guests in his
advocacy on the preservation of the
environment.  

Pres. Raffy Alunan presented
a Certificate of Appreciation to
ES Anna Kun Toledo. 

DGE Jackie Rodriguez
presented to ES Anna a  
pearl necklace and a pair
of pearl earrings as gifts
(from him and spouse
Sonja Rodriguez). 
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

Atty. Oposa made sure that there
was an interactive participation of
members and guests. They were
taught how to engage the
government in the preservation of
the environment. 

The members and guests listened intently to the engaging talk of Atty. Oposa. 
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

Atty. Tony Oposa presented
a book and a painting to
Pres. Raffy Alunan.

The RCM Certificate of Appreciation was presented by Pres. Raffy
Alunan to Atty. Tony Oposa, witnessed by DGE Jackie Rodriguez
(Chairman, Program Committee) and PD Beda Fajardo. 
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS:  INDUCTION 

DGE Jackie Rodriguez
and Rtn. Warren So
introduced their
respective nominees –
Mr. Lorenzo “Toti”
Cortez and Mr. Colin
Steley.  

Introduction of the inductees:

PDG Obet Pagdanganan, as Charging
Officer,  articulately reminded the
inductees about the obligation of being a
Rotarian. 

Pres. Raffy Alunan  inducted Mr.
Lorenzo “Toti” Cortez (Managing
Partner, Guided Construction & Trading
Inc.), proposed by Rtn John Tan, and Mr.
Colin Steley (Director & Chief
Sustainability Officer, Stratcon Asia, and
Stratcon PH), proposed by DGE Jackie
Rodriguez. 
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

Presentation of RCM Name Badge and Rotary Pin to Inductees: 

STAR Rtn. Colin Steley received the Rotary Club of Manila name badge and
the Rotary pin from proposer DGE Jackie Rodriguez. 

STAR Rtn. Lorenzo “Toti” Cortez received his Rotary Club of Manila name badge
and Rotary pin from co-proposer Rtn. Warren So.  
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

The newly minted Manila Rotarians were warmly welcomed by the membership
with a WELCOME BABY ROTARIAN song led by the RCM WF Music Chorale. 

The Inductees with the delegation of Justices of Supreme Court of Indonesia-
Honorables GAMBANG HERY MULYONO, JUPRIADA, ARMANSHYA, guests and
members of RCM. 
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12    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth
September 21, 2023

MEETING FELLOWSHIP 
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
RCM Members’ Attendance Report

RY 2023-2024



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

FULLY PAID

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 18

CLUB ADMINISTRATION

(As of September 27, 2023, 4:00 PM)



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

PARTIALLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Inducted Members - September 2023
CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
RC Manila and RC Calumpit Unite for Typhoon Egay

Relief Operations in Calumpit, Bulacan

On September 23, 2023, the Rotary Club
of Manila and the Rotary Club of Calumpit
joined forces in Relief Operations Part 2 to
provide further assistance to the victims
of Typhoon Egay. 

RC Manila and RC Calumpit distributed
approximately 400 packs of relief goods
across five barangays in Calumpit,
Bulacan: Sapang Bayan, Iba, Gugo,
Calizon, and Frances.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 22

COMMUNITY SERVICE

RC Manila and RC Calumpit Unite for Typhoon Egay
Relief Operations in Calumpit, Bulacan

Barangay Iba Barangay Sapang Bayan

Barangay Frances
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ROTARY IN ACTION
Grateful 98-Year-Old Patient Thanks RC Manila

for Wheelchair Donation

A 98-year-old bedridden patient, one of the recipients of our wheelchair donation in
Olongapo City, expressed gratitude to RC Manila.
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EVENTS
Alay Lakad

District Governor Lai De la Cruz walking alongside the Rotary
Club of Manila members, led by PE/Dir Jujut Enriquez, Alay
Lakad Committee Chair/DE/SAA Nagi Zeitouni, RCMFI Chair Lito
Sibayan and his daughter Mica, and PD Oscar del Rosario.

Breakfast at the Tap Room of Manila Hotel for RAC Manila, co-hosted by Alay Lakad Chair / SAA Nagi
Zeitouni, PE/ Dir Jujut Enriquez, RCMFI Chair Lito Sibayan and Music Chair PD Oscar del Rosario Sr.

Manila Rotarians participated in the Alay
Lakad held on September 24, 2023.
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EVENTS
2023 Asian Games in Huangzhou, China

Pres. Raffy Alunan with Patrick Perez who bagged the first medal for the Philippine team -
a bronze medal - in the first day of competitions.
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COMIC RELIEF

Source: Rotary Club of Brandon Global Eco
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PUBLIC IMAGE
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INTERCLUB ACTIVITY
STAR Rtn. Al Katigbak Attends

the Rotary Club of Lipa Induction Meeting

STAR Rtn. Al Katigbak attended the induction meeting of the Rotary Club of Lipa, a make-up
attendance in lieu of attending the RC Manila meeting on Thursday, September 21, 2023.
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FELLOWSHIP

RCMFI hosted a farewell dinner for ES Anna Kun Toledo at Mazu, Seascape Village.

Thank you, RCMFI Chairman Lito Sibayan for hosting the dinner, and to IPC Pepo Nunez,
Trustee/RCM PE Jujut, and IA Nick Locsin for the retirement gift. - Anna Kun Toledo

Farewell Dinner Honoring ES Anna Kun Toledo's
Dedication and Service
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RECOGNITION CORNER

Congratulations, Treas. PJ Garcia, for finishing the Berlin full marathon! Mabuhay!
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RECOGNITION CORNER

Published 25 September 2023 12:51pm
By TJ Correa
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RECOGNITION CORNER
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