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The beauty and special nature of a weekly Rotary meeting is not just the opportunity to
meet and bond with fellow Rotarians and guests, but also the occasion it affords,
through invited speakers, to listen to interesting, exciting, and timely topics. A good
speaker program is a vital part of membership growth and retention, and the quality of
the guest speaker plays a role in members’ attendance. This week, a recognized expert in
quantitative analyses and structured portfolio deals of substantial size and complexity,
as well as investments in commercial, hospitality and multi-housing real estate, seeks to
offer a delightfully captivating and engaging talk. 

Kabalita

GUEST SPEAKER

MR. ROMEL C. CAÑETE
Vice-Chairman of Newmark Group, Inc. (Nasdaq Nmrk)
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8th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

Thursday, August 24, 2023, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

 
MODERATOR: RTN. JOSEPH EMMANUEL DELA CRUZ

PART I

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

12:40 PM

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test  

RC Manila Rotary Hymn

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song

FINING SESSION

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

RTN. CARLOS SERAPIO

AVP of RCM Members

RTN. JUAN MANUEL MONTEL

RCM WF Music Chorale 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

FINE MASTER EMMANUEL DELA CRUZ

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

August 18       Rtn. Roberto “Boj” Locsin
August 20       Rtn. Juan Manuel Montel 
August 22       Rtn. Daniel Deo Villacorta
August 22       Rtn. Richard Ang
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PART II
12:45 PM

12:50 PM

PART III

1:30 PM

2:00 PM

INDUCTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

ASSISTANT BOARD LEGAL ADVISER                                  
TEODORO ALEJANDRO KALAW IV
             Rotary Year 2023-2024 

PRESIDENT’S TIME

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER 



Address
MR. ROMEL C. CAÑETE

Vice-Chairman of Newmark Group, Inc.
     (Nasdaq Nmrk)
Pioneer of Hudson Yard Development 
The Largest Urban Development Masterplan in 
     NY History

OPEN FORUM

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation       

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

RTN. MARIUS ANGARA

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
PP & DGE JOAQUIN C. RODRIGUEZ, SR.
Programs Committee Chairman

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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Rotarian Joel Talampas invited President Raffy Alunan and President Dax Carlos to call the joint
meeting of the Rotary Club of Manila and Rotary Club of Makati West to order. 

Sounding the bell, President Raffy Alunan and President Dax Carlos signaled the commencement
of the joint meeting.

7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West
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PP Arsenio "Archit" Bartolome III, RCManila Foundation Pres. Wilfredo "Willie" M. Peliño, and
Past Director Abraham "Abe" Pascual (left photo) took part in singing the "God Alone" charismatic
hymn before the invocation was led by RC Makati West Past President Roque S. Tordesillas (right
photo). The members and guests altogether prayed in silence, giving thanks and honor to God for the
opportunity of holding a joint meeting between two kindred Rotary Clubs.  

7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Makati West and Manila Rotarians,
together with the guests, sang the
Philippine National Anthem.
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

 STAR Rtn. Jerry Zheng  invited Rotarians present to recite the Four Way Test. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Birthday celebrants of the week from Rotary
Club of Makati West, as well as Rotary Anns
who were represented by their spouses
were serenaded by the RCM World Famous
Chorale to mark a joyous celebration of
another trip around the sun. 

The RCM World Famous Chorale led Manila
Rotarians in the singing of the RC Manila
Hymn. 

With equal passion and fervor, the RC
Makati West members sang their club hymn
in acapella.

Guests were serenaded by the RCM Music
Chorale with a Welcome Song.   
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Fining Session

RC Manila Rtn. Ben Ibuyan and RC Makati West Rtn./Congressman Paul Daza conducted
a joint fining session. During the session, Congressman Daza held a question-and-answer
quiz. Those who gave incorrect answers were fined Php1,000, while those who provided
correct answers were given a gift as a token of appreciation. It was a fun and ingenious way
of exacting payments from Rotarians.
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

President's Time

Pres. Raffy Alunan and Pres. Dax Carlos informed the members of the Rotary Club of
Manila and Rotary Club of Makari West of the activities of their respective clubs.  

Past RI Director Guiller Tumangan introduced Hon.
Jaime “Jimmy” Bautista, Secretary of the Department
of Transportation, the joint meeting’s guest of honor
and speaker. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Hon. Jaime J. Bautista, Secretary of the Department of Transportation, presented the
plans,  ongoing and forthcoming projects, as well as the achievements to date of the
government’s effort to modernize the transport sector. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

OPEN FORUM 

Sec. Bautista gladly responded to the recommendations, queries and comments during the open forum
participated by Rtn. Mike Ozaeta, IA Nick Locsin, PD Amading Valdez, PD Issam Eldebs, PD Oscar del
Rosario, Balita Vice Chair Billy Andal, and Dir. Hans Palacios. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Rotary Club of Manila Pres. Raffy Alunan and Program Chairman/District Governor
Elect Jackie Rodriguez together with PDG Alex Cureg presented to Sec. Jaime Bautista,
the club’s token of appreciation. Witnessing the presentation is PRID Guiller Tumangan and
Rotary Club of Makati West Pres. Dax Carlos.  

Rotary Club of Makati West Pres. Dax Carlos together with PRID Guiller Tumangan
presented the Rotary Club of Makati West’s token of appreciation to Sec. Jaime Bautista. 
 Witnessing the presentation were Rotary Club of Manila Pres. Raffy Alunan, Program
Chairman/District Governor Elect Jackie Rodriguez and Rtn. Joel Talampas, program
moderator. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Charging of New Member

Past District Governor Alex Cureg, as
Charging Officer, aptly reminded the inductee
of the commitment to the ethical standards 
 and service mantra of Rotary, as well as the 
 specific responsibilities of being a Manila
Rotarian.

Incoming member Miguel “Mico” Mendoza
(CEO of Telnovo Communication) was
introduced by co-proposer VP Reggie Yu.

Induction of  New Member

President Raffy Alunan
read the oath of
membership during the
induction of STAR Rtn.
Mico Mendoza, witnessed
by co-proposer, VP Reggie
Yu, members, and guests. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

Induction of  Board of Director

Pres. Raffy Alunan led the induction of Antonio “Tony” S. Lopez as Club Director for 
RY 2023-2024, with a special commitment to serve to Create Hope in the World. 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West

PRE-FELLOWSHIP MOMENTS 
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7    WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A RECAPthth

A Joint Meeting of RC Manila and RC Makati West
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A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
FOR NOMINATORS, NOMINEES, AND VOTERS
During last week’s membership meeting in the fully packed Turf Room of the Manila
Polo Club, Manila Rotarians nominated the candidates from where the 8 members of
next year’s Board of Directors will be chosen. Pursuant to our By-Laws, the elections
that will be held on September 7. 

The nominators have surely carefully considered and underwent a process of
discernment before naming their nominees, because, as everyone knows, choosing the
men who will compose the governing body of the club is a serious matter.

More importantly, the nominees should likewise go through a careful process of
consideration and discernment themselves. Indeed, while being nominated is an
honor, the acceptance of such nomination in itself carries a huge responsibility. A
nomination cannot be taken lightly, and each nominee has to think whether he can
actually commit to make time to dutifully serve the Club. Saying ‘yes’ to a nomination
should, therefore, include an acceptance of the real possibility of being actually elected.
This is the reason why each nominee, as an act of accepting his nomination, is required
to make a written commitment, as follows:

To oversee and constantly follow up the planning and implementation of all
activities by a set of committees under a service group to be placed under
my supervision;

To report on all my committees during the Board Meetings held at a regular
date each month;

To have a working knowledge of the RCM Constitution and By-Laws, the RI
Manual of Procedure and general Rotary information;

To attend most, if not all, Board, Club and my committee meetings;

I am aware that if elected, I will have to assume the following commitments
and responsibilities:
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A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
FOR NOMINATORS, NOMINEES, AND VOTERS

The foregoing are not empty words. This written commitment is actually a prelude to
the oath that each duly elected director will take in July next year. 

As this election is of utmost importance, it behooves all Manila Rotarians to do their part
by carefully considering the nominees’ qualifications and track record, and by judiciously
voting on September 7 with the welfare of the Club in mind.

To attend the District Conference, the District Assembly and, if elected
President, the President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS), which will be
scheduled within the first semester of 2024;

To attend the DIRECTORS’ ELECT TRAINING SEMINAR, to be organized by the
President-Elect, as a prerequisite prior to sitting in office as Director of the
Board; and, 

To be prepared to give the time and effort necessary to carry on my other
tasks as a Board member.
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ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF RY 2024-2025
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ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF RY 2024-2025
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
RCM Members’ Attendance Report

RY 2023-2024



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of August 23, 2023, 5:00 PM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of August 23, 2023, 5:00 PM)

PARTIALLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Committee Chairmen Meeting
with President Raffy Alunan

RCM committee chairmen had a meeting with President Raffy Alunan on August 17, 2023 in
the Library Room at the Elks Club. The attendees included Disease Prevention & Treatment
Chair PD John Cutter, Vice Chairman/SAA Jason Bogovich, Balita & WASH Chair/BLA Raoul
Creencia, Music Committee Chair PD Oscar del Rosario and members Rtn. Joel Talampas and
Rtn. Jerry Agnes, TREES Chair Rtn. Raf Dionisio, Save Pasig River Chair Rtn. Junjie Vasquez,
Treas. PJ Garcia, Dir. Hans Palacios, Dir. Tony Lopez, and VP Reggie Yu.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Meeting of the Joint Financial Mobilization
Committee of RCM and RCMFI 

The Financial Mobilization Committee of RCM and RCMFI had a meeting on August
21, 2024 at 4pm at the Elks Club. Present were RCM Pres. Raffy Alunan, RCMFI Pres.
Willie Peliño, Trustee Joel Valdes, Paco Magsaysay, Treas. Karlo Castro and Asst.
Treas. Mike Roxas.
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PUBLIC IMAGE

The Rotary Club of Manila was recognized for achieving the 2022-23 Rotary Citation.
The award was signed by RI Immediate Past President Jennifer Jones.

RCManila Receives the Prestigious
2022-23 Rotary Citation



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 32

DISTRICT ACTIVITY
RID 3810 Seamless Seminar

RID 3810 Seamless Seminar hosted by Rotary Club of Cavite East was held last Saturday,
August 19, 2023 at the Fynn Boutique Hotel, Bacoor, Cavite. 

Rotary Club of Manila was represented by Pres. Raffy Alunan and VP Reggie Yu.  

Rotarians learned how to develop and retain membership, enhance knowledge on The
Rotary Foundation, its support to global community projects and funding mechanism, and
the proper use of Rotary brand.
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INTERCLUB ACTIVITY

Dir. Albert Alday and Rtn. Aries Balanay attended the 29th Induction Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Makati Bel-Air, entitled, “Fashion for Inclusion”, last August 19, 2023 at the
5th Floor, Function Room A, Uptown Parksuites Tower 1, 8th Avenue, Bonifacio Global City,
Taguig. They are shown in the picture with Rotary Club of Manila Bel-Air Top Gun President
Heaven Peñaflorida and Rtn. Larry Sembrano of the Rotary Club of Makati McKinley.

29th Induction Ceremonies
of the Rotary Club of Makati Bel-Air

Dir. Albert Alday and Rtn. Aries Balanay with PN/Secretary Rachel Aurelio 
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COMIC RELIEF

source: www.glasbergen.com
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RECOGNITION CORNER

AT Karlo Castro Appointed as President
of Palawan Pawnshop Group

AT Karlo Castro (RCMFI Treasurer) was appointed President of the Palawan Pawnshop
Group, effective January 1, 2024. The group is the country's largest pawnshop operator
and domestic cash remittance provider, boasting over 3,500 branches, offices, and more
than 7,500 partner outlets including 7-11, LBC, Tambunting, and more.
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