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The ease of moving people and transporting goods play a huge, if not pivotal, role in a
nation’s economic growth. It is imperative that transport infrastructure development is
pursued to seamlessly, efficiently, and conveniently transport the great mass of
commuters and bring goods and supplies to wherever they are needed. Elevating rail, air,
maritime, and road travel to global standards (including the intermodal transfer) must be
relentlessly pushed; and this requires skillful planning and spot-on (and no let-up)
implementation by our national leaders. 
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7th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2023-2024

and Joint Meeting 
with the Rotary Club of Makati West

Thursday, August 17, 2023, 12:00 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

 
MODERATOR: RTN. JOEL TALAMPAS

PART I

12:00 PM

12:15 PM

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation  

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test  

RC Manila Rotary Hymn

RC Makati West Hymn  

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
PRESIDENT JUAN ANTONIO T. CARLOS

PP ARCHIT BARTOLOME
RCMFI PRESIDENT WILLIE PELINO
PD ABE PASCUAL

-and - 
PP ROQUE S. TORDESILLAS
Rotary Club of Makati West

AVP of RCM Members

STAR RTN. ZHIHAO ZHENG

RCM WF Music Chorale 

RC Makati West Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

August 11       PVP Farid Schoucair 
August 12       PDSAA Ike Stranathan
August 12       Rtn. Mathias Hallerbach   
August 13       Rtn. Marvin Taylor-Dormond  
August 13       Rtn. Michael Guarin
August 17       PDSAA Val Aboy
August 17       Rtn. Joey Garcia 
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12:30 PM

12:35 PM

PART II
12:45 PM

Rotary Club of Makati West
(Spouses & Members)
   August 14          Sps. Letty Tumangan 
   August 14          Sps. Gladys Vito 
   August 15          Rtn. Rany Roño 
   August 17          Sps. Geeta Dargani
   August 17          Sps. Michelle Francisco
   August 17          Sps. Crystle Libiran
   August 17          Sps. Cristine Roño

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song

FINING SESSION

PRESIDENT’S TIME

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBER 
BY SPONSOR

                    MR. MIGUEL MENDOZA
President and CEO, TELNOVO Communications Inc. 
       PH & US)
Classification: Communications -VOIP 
                          Alternatives

CHARGING OF NEW MEMBER 

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER

RCM WF Music Chorale

STAR RTN. BENEDICT JULIUS IBUYAN
Rotary Club of Manila

Fine Master Dir./Congressman 
PAUL R. DAZA
Rotary Club of Makati West

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
Rotary Club of Manila

PRESIDENT JUAN ANTONIO “Dax” 
T. CARLOS
Rotary Club of Makati West

VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD YU

PDG ALEX CUREG

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PROGRAM TIMETABLE



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 05

PART III
12:55 PM

PART IV
1:00 PM

1:30 PM

2:00 PM

INDUCTION OF THE NEWLY ELECTED BOARD
OF DIRECTOR 
 
DIRECTOR ANTONIO “Tony” S. LOPEZ
Rotary Year 2023-2024 

CHARGING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

INDUCTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST OF HONOR
AND SPEAKER

                Address
HONORABLE JAIME J. BAUTISTA
Secretary, Department of Transportation (DOTr)

OPEN FORUM

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation
of RC Manila

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation
of RC Makati West

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment

PDG ALEX CUREG

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PRID GUILLER E. TUMANGAN
Rotary Club of Makati West

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
PP & DGE JOAQUIN C. RODRIGUEZ, SR.
Programs Committee Chairman

PRESIDENT JUAN ANTONIO T. CARLOS
GOL CHAIRMAN LEMARC L. LIMOSNERO

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
Rotary Club of Manila
                                                                                           
PRESIDENT JUAN ANTONIO T. CARLOS
Rotary Club of Makati West

PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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The Secretary of Transportation has a solid grounding in transportation
having spent more than three decades in the aviation sector, culminating in
being president of Philippine Airlines.

He has a strong financial management background, allowing him to steer PAL
through its most turbulent times.

He took on various posts at different companies. He succeeded at turning the
University of the East financially stable when he sat at the UE Board of
Directors for more than two decades.

He is more of a professional manager rather than a technocrat.

He dislikes to be praised. He endears himself to anyone at any time. He is
known for his humility and disarming smile. He is soft-spoken with a fantastic
memory.

The Secretary of Transportation – JAIME J. BAUTISTA

HONORABLE JAIME J. BAUTISTA
Secretary, Department of Transportation
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thth

The membership meeting had as its
moderator, Rtn. Emilio La’O . 

President Rafael M. Alunan III
called the meeting to order. 

PD John Cenica led the invocation and special prayers. 
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thth

Honoring flag and country,
RCM Rotarians sang the
Philippine National Anthem.

STAR Rtn. Nataniel Camat led the recitation of The Four Way Test.
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thth

RCM World Famous Music
Chorale led the singing of the
Manila Rotary Hymn, as well as
the Welcome Song to happily
welcome the guests and visiting
Rotarians in attendance. 

RCM WF Music Chorale led the members in singing the unique and jolly RCM birthday
song for this week’s birthday celebrants. Rtn. Ray Davis and Club Secretary Edwin
Hernandez were present to enjoy the greetings and the cheerful song.
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thth

RECOGNITION TIME

Rtn. Warren So, STAR Rtn. Paul Koh, Rtn. Teddy Tee, Rtn. Paco Magsaysay, Rtn. Arik
Carranceja and Sec. Edwin Hernandez were recognized in a fun and creative manner, while at
the same time honoring them for their personal achievements. 

Rtn. Warren So STAR Rtn. Paul Koh

Rtn. Arik Carranceja

Rtn. Teddy Tee Rtn. Paco Magsaysay

Sec. Edwin Hernandez
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thth

MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS

DGE Jackie Rodriguez introduced his proposed new member, Mr. Raoul
Roberto P. Goco,  Executive Chef, Degustation Corporation. 

PDG Rudy Bediones introduced his
proposed new member, Mr. J. Alfonso L.
Katigbak, Chairman of the Board, DECRA
Roofing Systems. 

Rtn. Ben Ibuyan, on his behalf and
representing his co-proposer Rtn. Rex Alingog,
presented Mr. Franco Marcell Sacramento
Flameño,  Chief Growth Officer, WordText
Systems, Inc. 
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thth

CHARGING OF NEW MEMBERS

DGE Jackie Rodriguez shared inspiring thoughts and reminders during the charging of new
members, underscoring the importance of becoming committed Rotarians, and living
Rotary’s ethical ways.

INDUCTION OF  NEW MEMBERS

President Rafael Alunan led the induction of the new Manila Rotarians. He encouraged
their involvement and presence in supporting committee projects.
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thth

A posterity photo after induction: STAR
Rtn Al Katigbak (second from left) with
Pres. Raffy Alunan, PDG Rudy
Bediones and IPP Hermie Esguerra.

DGE Jackie Rodriguez, as
proposer,  officially presented the
name badge of STAR Rtn. Raoul
Goco. 

Rtn. Ben Ibuyan warmly
welcomed STAR Rtn. Franco
Flameño.

Members warmly welcomed STAR Rtns. Raoul Gocco, Franco Flameño and Al Katigbak.
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thth

PRESIDENT’S TIME

Pres. Raffy Alunana gave all members
important updates about the club. 

CLASSIFICATION TALK 

STAR Rtn. David Klebs, Economic Counsellor
of the Embassy of Germany to the Philippines

During his classification talk, Dr. David Klebs
informed the members that he was born and
raised in Berlin, and that he was soon
interested in international exchange. He spent
a year during high school in Oregon, USA. Being
a scholarship holder of Konrad-Adenauer-
Foundation, he studied law at Humboldt
University Berlin and King’s College in London
where he also met his wife Farah Hasan, an
award-winning sociologist for intercultural
questions, focusing on Islam in Western
societies.

David has always been fascinated with Germany
in particular, and Europe in general; and as lover
of nature, he likes exploring the outdoors – the
meadows and forests of Germany, the Alps,
historic UNESCO towns like Goslar, and post-
modern cities like Berlin. His first contact with
Asia was during a Moot Court in Hong Kong. He
also spent time in Tokyo and Hokkaido
Universities, funded by the Robert-Bosch-
Foundation, which became the basis of his PhD
in comparative law.

He started his professional career as a judge at
the local court of Munich in civil matters. Later,
he was sent to represent the Federal
Government of Germany at the European Court
of Justice, having jurisdiction over 450 million EU
citizens, for almost six years. Since August 2022,
he has been serving as the Economic Counsellor
of the German Embassy in Manila. As such, he is
particularly thrilled that the EU has decided to
relaunch the negotiations for a Free Trade
Agreement with the Philippines. He envisions
the Philippines to play a larger role in the
economic exchange, given the latter’s positive
economic outlook.

As a former member of a choir himself, David
gamely agreed to join the world-famous music
chorale, as well as other Rotary activities.
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thth

Rtn. Herbert Joey Garcia, EVP &
COO, RAIRAIKEN RESTAURANT
GROUP, gave an inspiring though
humor-laden talk.  

President Rafael Alunan and DGE Joaquin Rodriguez led
the presentation of the Certificate of Appreciation to STAR
Rtn Dr. David Klebs and Rtn. Herbert Joey Garcia, who both
exceptionally gave a talk on their respective classifications.  
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thth

FELLOWSHIP EVENT

The Fellowship Committee announced the
holding of  "Welcome the Star," a fellowship
activity on August 24, 2023, at the O2 Rooftop
Bar. 

CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT

Pres. Rafael Alunan gave his
closing remarks and thereafter
adjourned to the meeting. He
thanked everyone – the
Classification Speakers, the
new inductees, and all the
members who attended the 
 meeting. 
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thth

PRE-FELLOWSHIP MEETING AMONG MEMBERS AND GUESTS
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A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
FOR NOMINATORS, NOMINEES, AND VOTERS
During last week’s membership meeting in the fully packed Turf Room of the Manila
Polo Club, Manila Rotarians nominated the candidates from where the 8 members of
next year’s Board of Directors will be chosen. Pursuant to our By-Laws, the elections
that will be held on September 7. 

The nominators have surely carefully considered and underwent a process of
discernment before naming their nominees, because, as everyone knows, choosing the
men who will compose the governing body of the club is a serious matter.

More importantly, the nominees should likewise go through a careful process of
consideration and discernment themselves. Indeed, while being nominated is an
honor, the acceptance of such nomination in itself carries a huge responsibility. A
nomination cannot be taken lightly, and each nominee has to think whether he can
actually commit to make time to dutifully serve the Club. Saying ‘yes’ to a nomination
should, therefore, include an acceptance of the real possibility of being actually elected.
This is the reason why each nominee, as an act of accepting his nomination, is required
to make a written commitment, as follows:

To oversee and constantly follow up the planning and implementation of all
activities by a set of committees under a service group to be placed under
my supervision;

To report on all my committees during the Board Meetings held at a regular
date each month;

To have a working knowledge of the RCM Constitution and By-Laws, the RI
Manual of Procedure and general Rotary information;

To attend most, if not all, Board, Club and my committee meetings;

I am aware that if elected, I will have to assume the following commitments
and responsibilities:
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A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
FOR NOMINATORS, NOMINEES, AND VOTERS

The foregoing are not empty words. This written commitment is actually a prelude to
the oath that each duly elected director will take in July next year. 

As this election is of utmost importance, it behooves all Manila Rotarians to do their part
by carefully considering the nominees’ qualifications and track record, and by judiciously
voting on September 7 with the welfare of the Club in mind.

To attend the District Conference, the District Assembly and, if elected
President, the President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS), which will be
scheduled within the first semester of 2024;

To attend the DIRECTORS’ ELECT TRAINING SEMINAR, to be organized by the
President-Elect, as a prerequisite prior to sitting in office as Director of the
Board; and, 

To be prepared to give the time and effort necessary to carry on my other
tasks as a Board member.
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ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF RY 2024-2025
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ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF RY 2024-2025
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
RCM Members’ Attendance Report

RY 2023-2024



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of August 16, 2023, 5:00 PM)

FULLY PAID

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 23

CLUB ADMINISTRATION



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of August 16, 2023, 5:00 PM)

PARTIALLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

RCM & RCMFI Turn Over P300k Worth of Donations
to Typhoon Egay-Devastated Communities

in Calumpit, Bulacan

On August 12, 2024, the Rotary Club of Manila (RCM) and Rotary Club of Manila Foundation,
Inc. (RCMFI) turned over P300k worth of donations to RC Calumpit for the communities
affected by Typhoon Egay. The initiative was led by Director Hans Palacios and Disaster
Response Chairman Joshua Aragon, with PD Oscar del Rosario providing major hosting and
contributions. Additionally, Mr. & Mrs. Rami Chahwan made significant donations towards
the cause. PDG Obet Pagdanganan, founder of RC Calumpit, attended the event alongside
Rotarians Ramby Nolido and Anton Mauricio, and STAR Rotarian Jerry Zheng. 

Thank you to all RCMers who generously donated their time and funds for this effort.



COMMUNITY SERVICE
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RC Calumpit repacked a total of 688 relief packs
to be distributed among 7 barangays.



On Tuesday morning, August 15, 2023, relief goods were distributed in three barangays:
San Miguel, Meysulao, and Sto. Nino, barangay of PDG Obet Pagdanganan.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
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In the afternoon of the same day, additional packages were distributed in Brgy. Corazon.

From Wednesday, August 16 to Friday, August 18, 2023, three more barangays are scheduled
to receive the relief packages.
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
RCManila Foundation Holds

Organizational Briefing

RCManila Foundation President Willie Peliño with incoming Executive Assistant
Melody David Olleres leading the briefing on the structure and functions of the
Rotary Club of Manila and RCManila Foundation, Inc. The discussion also highlighted
the roles of the team supporting both the Board of Trustees and the Board of
Directors. The orientation took place on Tuesday, August 15, 2023, at the
RCM/RCMFI office.
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PUBLIC IMAGE
Rotary Club of Manila Receives Multiple

Honors at the Zone 10A Public Image Awards

The awarding was held on the occasion of the Zone 10A Public Image Congress
2023 with the theme, “Unveiling, Undaunting Hope”, hosted by the Rotary Club of
San Juan Supreme of Rotary District 3800 last August 12, 2023 at the Ballroom of
the EDSA Shangri-La Hotel in Mandaluyong City. IPP Hermie Esguerra led the
Rotary Club of Manila delegation present at the said event.

Rotary Club of Manila
won Third Place in the
Best Broadcast Media
Category, Third Place
in the Best Online
Media Category and
First Place in the Best
Facebook Page
Category of the Rotary
Zone 10A Public Image
Awards for the
Imagine Rotary Year
2022-2023.
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PUBLIC IMAGE
Rotary Club of Manila Receives Multiple

Honors at the Zone 10A Public Image Awards
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PUBLIC IMAGE
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PUBLIC IMAGE
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COMIC RELIEF

Source: Rotary Club of Moe
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RECOGNITION CORNER
RC Manila Honors

Philippine Supreme
Court Chief Justice

and Associate Justice
with Appreciation

Plaques

Chief Justice Hon. Alexander Gesmundo
and Associate Justice Jose Midas Pascual
Marquez of the Supreme Court of the
Philippines were each bestowed a Plaque of
Appreciation. The accolades were
presented by Pres. Rafael M. Alunan III and
RCManila Foundation Pres. Wifredo Peliño.
The ceremony was graced by RI District
3810 District Governor Elect Joaquin C.
Rodriguez, Sr., and RCManila Foundation
Trustee/Sec. Francisco "Paco" Magsaysay.
This significant event took place in the
Dignitaries Lounge of the Supreme Court
on Monday, August 14, 2023.
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RECOGNITION CORNER
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