
www.rcmanila.org

ISSUE NO. 3974 | AUGUST 10, 2023

“The classification principle remains a cornerstone of Rotary. Upon joining Rotary, each is
lent a classification by the Board of Directors to reflect one’s occupation or primary source of
income. By limiting active membership by classifications, each club becomes a cross-section
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6th Weekly Membership Meeting
Rotary Year 2022-2023

Thursday, August 10, 2023, 12:30 PM
MANILA POLO CLUB

 
MODERATOR: RTN. EMILIO LA’O

PART I

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

12:40 PM

12:45 PM

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test  

Manila Rotary Hymn

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song

RECOGNITION TIME

PRESIDENT’S TIME

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PD JOHN CENICA

AVP of RCM Members

STAR RTN. NATHANIEL CAMAT

RCM WF Music Chorale 

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Fining Committee

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PROGRAM TIMETABLE

August 5           RTN. HENRY VILLARICA
August 5           RTN. RAY DAVIS
August 7           SECRETARY EDWIN HERNANDEZ
August 9           RTN. ROMY NONES
August 10         RTN. JAPPY PASCUAL
August 10         SAA NAGI ZEITOUNI 
August 10         RTN. LA SEVILLA
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PART II

PART III

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

1:55 PM

2:00 PM

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS/NOMINEES BY SPONSORS

MR. J. ALFONSO LEONOR KATIGBAK
Chairman of the Board, DECRA Roofing Systems 
Classification: Building Materials/Products  – Metal Roofing                                               
Sponsor: PDG Rudy Bediones

MR. RAOUL ROBERTO P. GOCO
Executive Chef, DEGUSTATION CORPORATION
Classification: Restaurants – Restaurant Management
Sponsor: DGE Jackie Rodriguez

MR. FRANCO MARTELL SACRAMENTO FLAMEÑO
Chief Growth Officer, WordText Systems Inc.     
Classification: Information Technology – PC Distribution
Sponsor: Rtn. Rex Alingog

CHARGING OF NEW MEMBERS

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

CLASSIFICATION TALK

STAR RTN DR. DAVID KLEBS
ECONOMIC COUNSELLOR, Embassy of Germany to the Philippines
Classification: German Diplomatic Service – Germany Economic
Counsellor
 
RTN. HERBERT JOEY GARCIA 
EVP & COO – RAIRAIKEN RESTAURANT GROUP
Classification: Restaurants - Japanese

OPEN FORUM

PRESENTATION OF THE CERTIFICATE OF 
APPRECIATION

ANNOUNCEMENT OF FELLOWSHIP

CLOSING REMARKS AND MEETING 
ADJOURNMENT

DGE JOAQUIN JACKIE RODRIGUEZ              
Chairman, Programs Committee

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
DGE JOAQUIN C. RODRIGUEZ, SR.
Programs Committee Chairman

PRESIDENT RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III

PROGRAM TIMETABLE
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MR. RAOUL ROBERTO P. GOCO
Executive Chef, DEGUSTATION CORPORATION

Classification: Restaurants – Restaurant Management
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Chief Growth Officer, WordText Systems Inc. 

Classification: Information Technology – PC Distribution



NEW MEMBERS

CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 11
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SPEAKER'S PROFILE
STAR RTN DR. DAVID KLEBS

ECONOMIC COUNSELLOR, Embassy of Germany to the Philippines
Classification: German Diplomatic Service – Germany Economic Counsellor
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RTN. HERBERT JOEY GARCIA 

EVP & COO – RAIRAIKEN RESTAURANT GROUP
Classification: Restaurants - Japanese
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thth

PRE-MEETING FELLOWSHIP AMONG MEMBERS AND GUESTS
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 PROGRAM PROPER

Treasurer PJ Garcia, who acted as program moderator, invited the
members and guests  to take their seats to pave the way to start the
meeting. 

President Raffy Alunan called the meeting to order. 
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PD Phil Ong led the invocation, setting the tone of the weekly meeting.

The membership took a position of respect while singing the Philippine National Anthem. 

STAR Rtn. Toby  Pañares led the Rotarians in the recitation of the Four-Way Test.
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The RCM World-Famous Chorale led the singing of the Rotary Club of Manila Hymn. 

Manila Rotarians gamely joined in singing the RCM birthday song for the celebrants. The
community singing was led by the RCM World-Famous Chorale. The birthday celebrants at
the meeting were Rtn. Senen Mangalile (Consul General, Philippine Consulate General in
New York), Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Rtn. Philip Recto, and Rtn. Nando Camus.
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Committee on Election
Chairman / IPP Hermie
Esguerra introduced the
members of the Election
Committee. He later
opened the floor for
nomination of Directors
who will serve as Board
members for Rotary Year
2024-2025. 

Upon motion by PP Archit Bartolome and seconded by PDG Vince
Carlos and Dir. Hans Palacios,  the nomination for directors of the
Board for Rotary Year 2024-2025 was declared closed by Election
Committee Chairman/IPP Hermie Esguerra. 

Nominators PD Issam Eldebs, Dir. Hans Palacios, and PAS Henry Go announced their nominees. 
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Rtn. Kenji Mori of Rotary Club of Kazuha,
Japan invited members to visit Marawi, to
see the new face of the city devastated by
internal conflict in the region. 

Pres. Raffy Alunan gave an update on the activities
of the club during the President’s Time. His remarks is
featured in this issue of Balita.
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Dir. Hans Palacios appealed to the membership to contribute to the fund drive for the victims
of Typhoon Egay in Calumpit, Bulacan. Rotary Club of Calumpit Pres. Anna Capispisan
expressed gratitude to the Rotary Club of Manila for their support. 

PD Raoul Villegas introduced the guest speaker.
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Dr. Bernardo M. Villegas, PhD, delivered
his insightful and interesting assessment of
the national economy.

Dr. Bernardo M. Villegas, PhD, was in his element as he
enthusiastically responded to the queries during the open forum. 
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OPEN FORUM 
The Open Forum was made more interesting with the queries and comments from
PD Rod Valencia, PDG Obet Pagdanganan, and STAR Rtn. JV Magsaysay. 
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Pres. Raffy Alunan, together
with Program Chairman/DGE
Jackie Rodriguez, presented
the club’s token of appreciation
to Dr. Bernardo M. Villegas,
PhD, University Professor –
University of Asia and the
Pacific; Visiting Professor – IESE
Business School, Barcelona,
Spain; Research Director –
Center for Research and
Communication. 

MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS

Pres. Raffy Alunan was joined by PDG Rudy Bediones and DGE Jackie
Rodriguez for the presentation of honorary membership to Rtn. Kenji Mori.
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Pres. Raffy Alunan’s Remarks
During the President’s Time 
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A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
FOR NOMINATORS, NOMINEES, AND VOTERS
During last week’s membership meeting in the fully packed Turf Room of the Manila
Polo Club, Manila Rotarians nominated the candidates from where the 8 members of
next year’s Board of Directors will be chosen. Pursuant to our By-Laws, the elections
that will be held on September 7. 

The nominators have surely carefully considered and underwent a process of
discernment before naming their nominees, because, as everyone knows, choosing the
men who will compose the governing body of the club is a serious matter.

More importantly, the nominees should likewise go through a careful process of
consideration and discernment themselves. Indeed, while being nominated is an
honor, the acceptance of such nomination in itself carries a huge responsibility. A
nomination cannot be taken lightly, and each nominee has to think whether he can
actually commit to make time to dutifully serve the Club. Saying ‘yes’ to a nomination
should, therefore, include an acceptance of the real possibility of being actually elected.
This is the reason why each nominee, as an act of accepting his nomination, is required
to make a written commitment, as follows:

To oversee and constantly follow up the planning and implementation of all
activities by a set of committees under a service group to be placed under
my supervision;

To report on all my committees during the Board Meetings held at a regular
date each month;

To have a working knowledge of the RCM Constitution and By-Laws, the RI
Manual of Procedure and general Rotary information;

To attend most, if not all, Board, Club and my committee meetings;

I am aware that if elected, I will have to assume the following commitments
and responsibilities:
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A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
FOR NOMINATORS, NOMINEES, AND VOTERS

The foregoing are not empty words. This written commitment is actually a prelude to
the oath that each duly elected director will take in July next year. 

As this election is of utmost importance, it behooves all Manila Rotarians to do their part
by carefully considering the nominees’ qualifications and track record, and by judiciously
voting on September 7 with the welfare of the Club in mind.

To attend the District Conference, the District Assembly and, if elected
President, the President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS), which will be
scheduled within the first semester of 2024;

To attend the DIRECTORS’ ELECT TRAINING SEMINAR, to be organized by the
President-Elect, as a prerequisite prior to sitting in office as Director of the
Board; and, 

To be prepared to give the time and effort necessary to carry on my other
tasks as a Board member.
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ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF RY 2024-2025
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ELECTION FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF RY 2024-2025
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
RCM Members’ Attendance Report

RY 2023-2024
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Special Appeal from President Raffy Alunan III
for RCMers to Pay Annual Dues

by August 31, 2023



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of August 9, 2023, 5:00 PM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION



List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2023-2024

(As of August 9, 2023, 5:00 PM)

PARTIALLY PAID
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Membership Committee Meets Proposed
New Members at Manila Polo Club

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Membership Committee met
on Thursday, August 3, 2023, to
meet and get to know the
proposed new members at the
Manila Polo Club. 

Also present were PDSAA Bollie Bolton,
Rtn. Anton Mauricio, AS Rami Chahwan,
Dir. Jujut Enriquez, Treas. PJ Garcia and
SAA Nagi Zeitouni

In the photo are Chair Caloy Serapio; Co-chair
PDG Vince Carlos; Mr. Yasushi Iwata, General
Manager of Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation; Mr. Lorenzo (Toti) Cortez,
Managing Partner of Guided Construction &
Trading; Mr. Colin Steley, Director & Chief
Sustainability Officer at Stratcon Phils. &
Stratcon Asia; Rtn. Inov Talusan; and AS Rami
Chahwan.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Fellowship Committee  Meeting

The Fellowship Committee
meeting, initiated by
Fellowship Chairman AS Rami
Chahwan, was held on
Tuesday, August 8, 2023, via
Zoom. Those in attendance
included Dir. Jujut Enrquez;
Fellowship Vice Chairman PD
Pepo Nunez; Fellowship
Adviser PP Archit Bartolome;
Members of RCMFI, including
President Willie Pelino, AS
Micray Gonzales, IA Nick
Locsin, Rtn. Ben Ibuyan, Rtn.
Anton Mauricio, Rtn. Teddy
Tee; and SAA Nagi Zeitouni.

Vice Chairman AS Rami Chahwan presented the
Fellowship Committee structure.
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Holds Meeting 

RCManila Foundation, Inc. EXCOM meeting was held last Thursday, August 3, 2023
at 4:00 PM at Tranzen office of Immediate Past Chairman Pepo Nuñez. 

Present were RCM IPP/Trustee Hermie Esguerra, Pres. Willie Peliño, Trustee/Sec.
Paco Magsaysay, RCM IA/Trustee Nick Locsin, Rtn. Ingmar Bertelsen, Rtn./Trustee
Anton Mauricio, DGE/Trustee Jackie Rodriguez, Treas. Karlo Castro, Asst. Treas.
Mike Roxas, Asst. Sec. Micray Gonzalez, Trustee Joel Valdez, Chairman Lito Sibayan,
Immediate Past Chairman Pepo Nuñez and RCM Dir./ Trustee Albert Alday who
joined via Zoom.



CREATE HOPE
in the WORLD

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 37

INTERCLUB ACTIVITY
 Induction Ceremonies of the RCM Premiere

at the Elorde Sports Center

to HCP Cucu Tan,
her board and officers

to HCP Cucu Tan,
her board and officers
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PUBLIC IMAGE
Meeting the Governor's PR/Media Challenge
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FELLOWSHIP

First Friday Mass
for the Month of

August

The First Friday Novena Mass, with Rev. Fr. Larry Tan, SBD, serving as Mass Presider, was
held on August 4, 2023, via Zoom. Attendees included PP Boy Guevara (commentator),
VP Reggie Yu (led the Intercessory Prayer), PD Jun Hallare (First Reading and Responsorial
Psalm), Rtn. Emil La'O (Prayers of the Faithful), Rtn. Vic Garcia (Prayer of Spiritual
Communion), IPP Hermie Esguerra (Prayer for Humble Faith and Hope), Treas. PJ Garcia
(Novena to the Sacred Heart Prayer), AS Rami Chahwan, IA Nick Locsin, PP Frank Evaristo,
PD Ner Lonzaga, PT Chito Tagaysay, PDSAA Tony Lopa, and Rtn. Senen Mangalile.
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COMIC RELIEF

Source: Rotary Club of Caloundra
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RECOGNITION CORNER
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RECOGNITION CORNER

Arvin Arik Carranceja, ABC Tech
Ventures Inc. chief executive officer, and
candidate for national executive vice
president in the upcoming JCI
Philippines national elections this
September 2023. | Photograph
Courtesy Of Abc Tech
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RECOGNITION CORNER

https://tribune.net.ph/2023/08/07/tech-firm-preps-for-2024-boom/

https://tribune.net.ph/2023/08/07/tech-firm-preps-for-2024-boom/
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
The International Beat

Subsequent to the RI convention in
Melbourne, I had the opportunity to visit
our sister clubs, RC Bangkok and RC
Singapore.

On 23 June 2023, RC Bangkok held its
handover for Rotary year 2023-2024, with IPP
Nicolas Reschke turning over the RCB
presidency to  President Lalita
Hongratanawong. The handover was held at
the venue of their regular lunch meetings, the
Grand Hyatt Erawan, in the heart of the
Sukhumvit shopping area in Bangkok.  

RCMer Steve Mommaerts, our ambassador,  
assisted me in greeting and congratulating
RCB members, who are all RCM friends, as
well as personal friends of mine. It was
truly a comfortable and enjoyable evening
as I spent time with longstanding friends
from RCB.

On the very next day, June 24, I hopped
over to Singapore to attend RC Singapore’s
turnover. This special event was held at the
elegant ballroom of the Ritz Carlton
Singapore. At the handover, I was happy to
meet many other Rotarians from other
Philippine clubs. Notable among these
rotarians was DGE Reggie Nolido of RC
Makati, who is the brother of our very own
Rtn. Ramby Nolido. Another group I met
were officers of RC Cauayan (Isabela),
among them President Czarah Dy. RC
Cauayan is a potential partner for a
prospective medical mission. 

Nick Locsin
Chairman

International Relations Committee

RCM International Relations Committee Chairman Nick Locsin
with President Lalita Hongratanawong of RC Bangkok

Chairman Nick Locsin at the RC Singapore's Handover Ceremony,
where he met several Filipinos and bonded with friends

from RC Singapore.



On June 25, several friends from RC
Singapore treated me to dinner at an old
favorite restaurant of mine. The Banana
Leaf Apolo has been serving Indian Fish
head Curry for decades. I have not
encountered something closely
comparable to this dish in the many
international restaurants I have been to.
Their curries, including Lamb Shank Curry
(Roganjosh) are unbelievably flavorful yet
not piquant enough to bother this
memorable meal. My hosts, PP Jimmy Ooi.
PP Perlita Tiro, and the peripatetic PP
Mark Wang were so hospitable; they
made sure that I got what I was looking
for… and I did. Thank you again, our dear
friends from RC Singapore.

On June 26, I stopped over in Bangkok on
my way home, for another unforgettable
meal with friends from RC Bangkok. PP
Abdullah Alawadi and RCM Ambassador
Steve M. orchestrated a fun evening of
gastronomic delights and warm bonding
from games of pool and drinks.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
The International Beat

I was back in Manila on June 27, albeit a
few pounds heavier. On July 4, a group of
Rotarians from our sister club RC Kowloon
East visited us to attend our handover.
During their anniversary celebration a few
months back a group of around twenty
Manila Rotarians attended.

They wanted to show their appreciation
for our gesture of friendship by attending
our handover. Top officers of RC Kowloon
East including President Chung, PE Chan,
IPP Mo Louis, PDG Peter Wong and PPs
David Yau and Albert Poon were at the City
of Dreams to witness our handover. They
even had a cash gift for RCM. Sec. Edwin H.
received this gift on behalf of Pres. Raffy
Alunan and RCM.

During their visit, there were several
dinners hosted by us for them. Arrival day
dinner was set up by Pres. Raffy with
Rotarians Henry Go and Director Jujut
Enriquez. I and Pres. Raffy shared the
hosting chores.

On the next day 05 July, RCKE PP David Yau
joined me for a round of golf at the Sta.
Elena Golf Club while the other visitors took
a tour of the city and its environs. Dinner
was hosted by IPP Hermie Esguerra at the
La Cabrera restaurant in Makati. Our
handover was at lunch of Thursday 06 July.
On that evening our visitors hosted a
dinner at the East Ocean Palace restaurant
in the bay area. Among those in attendance
were Pres. Raffy, DGE Jackie, PDG Vince, PD
John Cutter, VP Reggie, BLA Raoul, AS Rami,
and myself. 

Chairman Nick Locsin with IPP Nicolas
Reschke and wife, and PP Abdullah Alawadi
of RC Bangkok
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
The International Beat

At a farewell lunch on 07 July, we hosted them at the Manila Polo Club, Willow Root Bar. Pres.
Raffy, Dir. Hans and Sec. Edwin, among others, were at hand to bid farewell to our visitors. 

All in all, I am glad to report that our guests enjoyed their visit. We/They strengthened
friendships with old friends and made many knew friends. Commitments of cooperation
between our clubs are solid. Individually we may be gaining friends for life.

This is the cycle that has proven to nurture and develop friendship from our Rotary global
network… we honor them with a visit and they reciprocate with a visit of their own.

May I remind everyone, RC Kowloon East has already set a date for their next anniversary
celebration. December 4 is their red letter day. Let us take this opportunity to again honor
our friends. And a big plus to that will be an opportunity to have fun and bond in Hongkong,
now very nearly recovered from the pandemic and only one hour and forty five minutes
away from Manila.

Chairman Nick Locsin with visitors from RC Takatsuki
East. On his immediate right is International Service
Chairman Mitsumasa Asaka san, and on his immediate
left is RC Olongapo PP Hajime Yokota.

On July 18, five members of the
Rotary Club of Takatsuki East
visited us with the main purpose
of connecting with RCM whilst
looking for partners for
prospective projects. They were
headed by their International
Service Chairman Mitsumasa
Asaka san who was ably assisted
by RC Olongapo PP Hajime
Yokota san. 

Their prospective projects have
been passed on to the chairmen
of the committees tasked to
handle those type of projects. In
this case I turned over a potential
water project to WASH chairman,
BLA Raoul Creencia, and a
potential project for the
environment to chairman Dir.
Hans Palacios. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
The International Beat

On July 21, the Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs (CCRC)  held its first meeting for
the rotary year 2023-2024. I am pleased to announce that the CCRC will hold its
second meeting for ‘23-‘24 on August 21. Anyone interested to connect with
Rotarians from the US and Europe is invited to attend the online meeting on said
date. Please coordinate with the undersigned if you want to join the meeting. 

May I also advise everyone that our sister Club RC Seoul Muak has INVITED us to
visit them on September 15 and 16. They also invited their sister club RC Osaka
East to join this visit. RC Osaka East is also our sister club. Anyone interested to
join this visit, please advise me via a personal message on sms or Viber.

In fine, it was a fun and productive four weeks of interacting with other Rotary
Clubs.

Thank you all for your interest and support of our activities involving Rotary Clubs
from the global rotary network. Remember, the friends that we make are your
friends too. 

A reminder…..December 4, RC Kowloon East (Hongkong) anniversary celebration.
Please mark that day for a visit to Hongkong.

In the service of Rotary,

Nick Locsin
Chairman
International Relations Committee
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