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“What you think you become. What you feel you attract. What you imagine you create.” This
classic quote from Buddha best expresses the inspiration behind the success of Imagine
Rotary year for both RCM and Rotary International. With the impactful projects that have
touched the lives of millions around the world, and with each Rotarian’s meaningful
transformation through all the activities held and services rendered, the past year has truly
been an amazing journey. As we transition to a new Rotary year, let us be thankful for what
we have all been able to imagine, create, and accomplish; and enthusiastically look forward
to the equally challenging and exciting task of creating hope around the world.
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RCM’s 45th Weekly Membership Meeting
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Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: June 29, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 11:00 AM
VENUE: FAIRMONT HOTEL MAKATI 

    

Part I

11:00am – 11:30am

11:30am - 11:45am

11:45am – 11:50am

11:50am – 12:50pm 

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Club President, RY 2022-2023

DOMINGO GUEVARA JR.
Past President

RCM WORLD FAMOUS MUSIC CHORALE

AVP

ALBERT ALDAY
Director

ARIES BALANAY
Event Chairman

JOYCE MICHELLE L. AMBRAY
District Governor, RY 2022-2023

REGISTRATION

CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATION  

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

PHILIPPINE ROTARY HYMN

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF
DIGNITARIES & GUESTS 

WELCOME REMARKS

INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE

LUNCH & ENTERTAINMENT                                           



12:50pm
– 1:00pm

1:00pm –
2:00pm

INDUCTION & CHARTER PRESENTATION    
RC Manila Phenomenal Dentists                                         
(First Cause-Based Club in Asia)                       

LILIAN H. DELA CRUZ        
District Governor-Elect, RY 2023-2024 
Charging Officer

JOYCE MICHELLE L. AMBRAY
District Governor, RY 2022-2023
Inducting Officer

PART II 

RCM’s 45th Weekly Membership Meeting
& President’s Valedictory Address

PART III 

INTRO TO THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS    

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS          

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                           

AVP

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Club President, RY 2022-2023

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Club President, RY 2022-2023
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My dear fellow Manila Rotarians,

As I write my final message as President of the Rotary Club of
Manila, I am grateful and filled with pride. It has been an honor
and privilege to serve as your president, and I sincerely
appreciate the trust and support you have extended to me
throughout this Rotary Year 2022-2023.

Over the past year, we have faced challenges, celebrated
victories, and most importantly, we have helped and touched
lives many people in our communities who need help. 

Together, we have imagined Rotary as a force for positive change and successfully brought
that vision to life. We have raised funds for worthy causes, we have volunteered our time
and skills, and we have made a difference in our community and beyond. Each one of you
has played an important role in these achievements, and for that, I am grateful.

For the last time, I am happy to share with you the activities and meetings I attended during
the past week as your President.

I have dedicated a lot of time and effort in the past weeks preparing for our 45th Weekly
Membership Meeting and Valedictory Address, ensuring that it will be a memorable and
meaningful event as we end RY 2022-2023.

9th Regular Board Meeting
Thursday, 22 June 2023

We had our 9th Regular Board Meeting last Thursday at Raffles Makati.  At the meeting with
me were VP Reggie Yu, Dir. Albert Alday, Dir. Jujut Enriquez, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Hans
Palacios, AS Mike Albaña, Treas. Karlo Castro, SAA Nagi Zeitouni, and AT PJ Garcia.

Global Grant (GG2348049) Cleft Lip/Palate Surgery Mission Project
Friday, 23 June 2023, 9:00am 

I am happy to announce the launch of our Cleft Lip/Palate Surgery Mission Project, which
began on June 23 at Sta. Ana Hospital, Manila. Through the Rotary International Global Grant
(GG2348049), we aim to provide life-changing surgeries to at least 60 children affected by
cleft lip and palate deformities.

Our project goes beyond surgery, addressing comprehensive care needs, including pre and
post-operative evaluations, surgery, and follow-up care. We are proud to partner with
Operation Smile Philippines, a renowned international medical organization, to transform
the lives of these children and improve maternal and child health in the Philippines.
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I want to express my gratitude to Global Grant Chairman Aries Balanay and Project Chairman
Joel Valdes and the members who have supported this mission for their unwavering
dedication. I would also like to extend my appreciation to the cooperating entities, including
Operation Smile Philippines, Rotary International District 3810, Rotary International District
5150, Rotary Club of San Bruno, Rotary Club of Sangju-Central, Huaqiao Foundation Limited,
Rotary District 5150, Charitable Fund 504, Sta. Ana Hospital, as well as the local government
unit of the City of Manila, who have made this project possible. Together, we are committed
to ensuring that no child is denied a normal life due to these inborn deficiencies. 
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In closing, I want to thank you once again, my fellow Manila Rotarians, for your support,
dedication and friendship. 

I would like to request your continued support for the future leaders of RC Manila, just as you
have supported me. 

As I bang the final adjournment today for RY 2022-2023, let us embrace our club’s noble role
as the First in Asia and the mother of all clubs in the Philippines. 

Let us all continue to serve, make a difference, and uphold the values of Rotary. 

Here's to many more years of service, fellowship and impact.

Mabuhay ang Rotary Club of Manila!

Mabuhay ang Manila Rotarians!

Mabuhay tayong lahat!

Yours in Rotary Service,

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE

VALEDICTORY. In today’s last weekly
membership meeting for this amazing
Imagine Rotary year, we will be listening
to the valedictory speech of President
Hermie Esguerra. The valedictory speech
will be delivered auspiciously during the
latter’s last day as President, thus
perfectly in keeping with the word’s Latin
ancestor, valedicere, which means "to
say farewell."

Imagine Rotary Year (2022-2023) has
been quite a ride for Manila Rotarians,
for indeed, there have been numerous
programs and projects successfully
undertaken and completed. This year,
the Club snatched the most significant
awards during   the   District   3810  
 Awards   Night   (which included the
Most Outstanding Phenomenal Rotary
Club and Over-all Most Outstanding
President). Notably, too, during this
soon-to-close exciting Rotary Year, there
also emerged a couple of challenging, if
not interesting, episodes for some
members (with some pending issues we
all hope would be fully resolved sooner
than later). The year also saw the passing
away of some of the Club’s esteemed
members. 

It was also during this Rotary Year when
the Club’s weekly meetings began to
transition from online to mostly in-
person gatherings, thus paving the way
for more personal encounters and more
intimate, and meaningful fellowships.
RCMFI’s highly successful RCM Cup also
capped the year beautifully.
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What is more, with the easing of travel
restrictions around the globe, Manila
Rotarians were able to attend Rotary
events outside the Philippines, including
the Rotary International Convention in
Melbourne. President Hermie himself
graced several Rotary events not only in
areas outside Metro Manila, but also
outside the country -- in Korea, Thailand,
Japan, and Australia.

Remarkably, the number of projects
dedicatedly undertaken made this year
a truly successful year for the Rotary
Club of Manila. Running true to form,
the oldest Rotary Club in Asia again
showcased its trailblazing ways, its
tremendous agility, and its adaptability
and resilience.

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita
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Editor-in-Chief, balita
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Today, as our Club President (who has been awarded as the District’s Over-all Most
Outstanding President) delivers his year-end message to all, let us gleefully congratulate him,
our Club officers, and all of us, for successfully making this Rotary Year an eventful and
service-filled journey.

The awards that we reaped, the lessons that we learned, the bonds that we fortified, and the
realizations that we had from all the problems and challenges encountered this year, should
all serve as a beacon, guide, and inspiration as we, with fortitude and newfound strength,
carry on and look forward to another Rotary Year.

As the Imagine Rotary Year comes to an end, we proudly note that Manila Rotarians have
adroitly accomplished what they have imagined. And as a new year opens, the fine
gentlemen of Asia’s oldest Rotary Club will surely, with one mind and heart, make waves and
purposively answer the clarion’s call to meaningfully create hope in the world.  

Some of the awards received by the Rotary Club of Manila during the District 3810 Awards Night 
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A RECAPA RECAP

Before the meeting proper, Manila Rotarians found the time to happily engage in banter and
fellowship, delighting the opportunity to once again break bread with brothers in service.



Dir. Albert Alday led the membership and
guests in saying the opening prayer. 
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At the appointed time, Program Moderator
VP Reggie Yu requested the members and
guests to take their seats and invited Pres.
Hermie Esguerra to the podium to call the
meeting to order. 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra called the meeting to
order. 

The members and guests sang the
Philippine National Anthem, aided by
the beautifully put together RCM audio
visual presentation. 
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Grant Chairman Aries
Balanay led the
recitation of the
meaningful Rotary Pledge
and the 4-Way Test. 
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The RCM World Famous “WF” Chorale together with Pres. Hermie Esguerra led the singing
of the Philippine Rotary and RCM hymns, and in serenading birthday celebrants of the week:
PP Joanne Biddle of RID 7670 USA and Asst. Treas. PJ Garcia.
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Program Chairman PD Amading
Valdez acknowledged the presence of
club guests. 

President's Time:  Pres. Esguerra updated
the membership about the remarkable
events that transpired during the week. 
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CLUB AWARDS TIME

RCM and RCMFI SECRETARIAT TEAM

A plaque of appreciation was presented to each of the members of the RCM
and RCMFI Secretariat.  
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A RECAPA RECAP
PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS RECIPIENTS

Dir. Albert S. Alday, for his unwavering
commitment to Rotary’s core values of
Service Above Self, which has inspired others
to follow in his footsteps. Through his self-
effacing actions, he has exemplified the spirit
of Rotary, fostering an environment of
fellowship, unity and a shared sense of
purpose. His willingness to share his time
and talent in educating prospective new
members about Rotary’s objectives, mission,
and modalities has been invaluable. His
selflessness and dedication have not only
encouraged prospective new members to
join our organization but have also
strengthened our club’s ability to make a
lasting impact on our community. Through
his efforts, we have expanded our reach and
enhanced our capacity to address the needs
of those we serve. 

Past District Gov. Rudy Bediones, with
profound appreciation for his unwavering
commitment to bringing forth musical joy and
elevating the ambiance of every Rotary Club of
Manila event. As Co-Chairman of the Music
Committee, he has successfully kindled the
interest of RCM members to join the esteemed
Team World Famous Chorale.  Through his
dedicated efforts, he has diligently organized
regular rehearsals and fostered a strong sense of
fellowship among its member, further enhancing
the reputation of the RCM as the esteemed home
of the World Famous Music Chorale. The Club
extends its heartfelt gratitude to him for his
exceptional dedication, which has enriched our
Club’s cultural landscape and brought delightful
harmony in our gatherings. 

SAA Jason Bogovich. As Sergeant at
Arms, for his dedicated service to the
Club by ensuring that members are
guided and are abiding by proper
decorum at Club meetings and that
our members are executing discretion
and proper use of the Club’s various
social media platforms, ensuring the
members enjoy a social media
platform that is both vibrant, cordial,
and respectful of various views and
opinions.  
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have instilled in our members a deep sense of
responsibility as Rotarians, inspiring them to
actively support the mission of the Rotary
organization.   The club extends its deepest
gratitude to him for his unwavering dedication,
which has strengthened the foundation of our Club
and amplified our collective impact in serving
communities locally and globally. 

STAR Rtn. Edgard Cabangon and Ms. Sharon Tan for
generously hosting the club’s membership meeting at
the City Tower Hotel last Thursday May 4, 2023.

STAR Rtn. Arvin Arik Carranceja,
for his active participation in several
service activities of RCM and of RID
3810, and for his generous donation
of a substantial quantity of iPad
through the Department of
Education, not only provided critical
learning tools for students but
showed club’s commitment to
Rotary’s Area of Focus on Basic
Education and Learning. 

Treas. Karlo Castro, for his
dedicated service to the Club,
unselfishly shared his immensely
valuable time, talent, and skills in
ensuring that Club funds are
properly accounted for and are
maximized to their full value; and
for ensuing that the Board is
guided in the effective and efficient
management of club funds and
engaging members to contribute to
The Rotary Foundation. 

PDG Alex Cureg, for
his exceptional
leadership as the head
of The Rotary
Foundation
Committee. Through
his sterling guidance,
he has demonstrated
an exemplary
understanding and
shared his superb
knowledge of the
Foundation’s worthy
mission and objectives
with RCMME members.
His      tireless      efforts 
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he has nurtured a deep passion for music within
RCM members, inspiring them to join the
renowned Team World Famous Chorale.
Through his diligent efforts, he has organized
regular rehearsals and fostered a sense of
fellowship among its members, resulting in the
distinguished recognition of the RCM as the
home of The World Famous Music Chorale. 

Rtn. Brendan W.L. Egan, was awarded
for his active and consistent leadership of
the Classification Committee, diligently
reviewing membership proposals and
their relevant classification.  He had
ensured that each new member was
provided proper classification resulting in
a diverse membership rich with a wealth
of experience in various fields. 

PD Issam El-debs, in kind recognition of
his tireless efforts of engaging members to
join and actively participate in the weekly
membership meeting; PD Issam has not
wavered in his task and as a result has
created opportunities for RCM members
to foster a long-lasting friendship and
bond. 

Dir. Eduardo V. Enriquez III, for his dedicated
service to the Club for actively organizing and
overseeing the Membership Committee which
has been both, the driving force to increase the
membership, while at the same time, ensuring
that the age-old tradition of keeping the
membership of the club at a high level and the
envy of other clubs. 

PD Oscar A. Del
Rosario, Jr., with
profound appreciation
for his unwavering
commitment to
bringing musical joy
and elevating the
atmosphere   of  every
Rotary Club of Manila
event. As Chairman of
the  Music Committee,
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Asst. Treas. Paul Joseph M. Garcia, for
his dedicated service to the Club as
Assistant Treasurer, for unselfishly
shared his immensely valuable time,
talent and skills in ensuring that  Club
funds are properly accounted for and
are maximized to their full value.  He has
likewise ensured that the Board is
guided in the effective and efficient
management of Club funds. 

PP Domingo S.
Guevara Jr., in sincere
recognition of his
extraordinary
dedication and
profound commitment
in organizing the
monthly Rotary Club of
Manila’s 1st Friday
Novena Mass to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus.
His unwavering
devotion has fostered a
deep sense of spiritual
fellowship among
members of all faiths,
providing     a      unique 

PD Arsenio Z. Locsin, for his tireless and
sustained efforts in ensuring that the RCM
remains a well-recognized and respected
member of the Rotary International
community by enriching relations with sister
clubs and expanding new international
relations through the Circle of Centennial
Rotary Clubs, thus expanding Rotary Service
thru fellowship. 

platform for our Club to come together in prayer
and brotherhood. Through his exceptional
efforts, he has created a sacred space where we
can seek solace, strength and unity,
transcending religious boundaries. The Club
extends its heartfelt gratitude to him for his
remarkable contributions, which have enriched
the spiritual fabric of our Club and nurtured our
shared sense of community.

Rtn. Antonilo DC Mauricio, by
providing  youths with marginal means,
scholarship opportunities for tertiary
education, and/or livelihood skills, thus
helping these youths  and their families
create their own economic
development. 
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Rtn. Ramon Alberto B. Nolido, for his
exemplary dedication, leadership, and
compassion in initiating and coordinating
the design and remaking of the Special
Children Quarters at Hospicio de San Jose. 
 His selfless commitment to improving the
lives of the children in need has left an
indelible mark on the hearts of all those who
have witnessed his remarkable efforts.  His
unwavering dedication to the wellbeing of
the special children, coupled with his deep
understanding of their unique
requirements, has ensures that every aspect
of the remodeling project has been carefully
considered and tailored to meet their
specific needs. The thoughtfully designed
quarters now provide a safe and welcoming
sanctuary where the children can flourish,
learn and thrive in an atmosphere of love,
understanding and acceptance. 

PD Phillip Ong, in deep appreciation for his
extraordinary contributions as Chairman of
the Committee on Individuals with Special
Needs, particularly at the Hospicio de San
Jose, is celebrated for his unwavering
compassion, dedication, and visionary
leadership. His profound impact has
brought about remarkable transformations
in the lives of countless individuals with
special needs, empowering them to thrive
and reach their full potential.  Through his
selfless efforts, he has created a more
inclusive and supportive environment,
fostering a sense of belonging and
empowerment.  The Club extends it
heartfelt gratitude to him for his
outstanding commitment, which has
touched the lives of many and left an 
 enduring legacy of compassion and
advocacy.

Centennial Pres. Jesus “Susing” Pineda, in recognition
of his exceptional dedication and invaluable contribution
as a member of the Rotary Club of Manila’s Membership
Committee.  Hi unwavering commitment to upholding the
quality of membership, as envisioned by our esteemed
charter members, has played a pivotal role in
strengthening and sustaining the very essence of the
Rotary movement. His discerning judgment, integrity, and
unwavering commitment to excellence have set a
benchmark for others to follow.  Through his exceptional
service, he has fostered an environment of camaraderie,
fellowship and genuine compassion among our members,
inspiring each one to be an agent of positive change. 
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Rtn. Carlos G. Serapio. As chairman of the Ethics Committee,
he demonstrated exceptional diligence in gathering relevant
facts and offering invaluable guidance to the Board of
Directors when addressing internal issues among our
members. Through his steadfast commitment, he has upheld
the integrity and reputation of our Club, fostering an
environment of trust, fairness and accountability. The Club
extends its deepest gratitude to him, for his remarkable
contributions, which have been instrumental in preserving the
ethical fabric of our organization.   

Rtn. Ferdinand Talusan, for his invaluable information
technology expertise, is honored for his outstanding
contributions in elevating the digital profile of the Rotary Club
of Manila. His technical support to the Club’s electronic
elections and digitalization of archives has ensured the
preservation, accessibility, and online availability for members
to privately read and appreciate.  Moreover, his active support
of Club projects and activities has made a significant impact. 
 The Club extends its deepest gratitude for his dedication and
commitment, which has strengthened the Club’s digital
presence and fostered  a sense of unity among members. 

SAA Nagi Zeitouni, for ensuring that members are guided and
are abiding by proper decorum at Club meetings and that
members are exercising discretion and proper use of the
Club’s various social media platforms.  SAA Nagi’s efforts are
instrumental in ensuring that members enjoy a social media
platform, that is both vibrant, cordial, and respectful of various
views and opinions.
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VP Reginald T. Yu, in sincere recognition
of his invaluable and dedicated service to
the Club for leading and managing key
Club events that have raised the profile
of RCM to an even higher level.  VP
Reggie was a moving force in the widely
successful Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) A and in paving the way for
the creation of EARLYACT and INTERACT,
all of which have created a lasting impact
on the youth. 

Rtn. Alvin R. Ampil
Chairman, RCM Punlaan Scholarship Program

In recognition of his invaluable service to the RCM
by providing youths with marginal means,
scholarship opportunities for tertiary education,
and / or livelihood skills, thus helping these youths
and their families create their own economic
development.

Rtn. Bertel Ingmar Bertelsen 

In grateful recognition of his dedicated
service to the RCM by providing shelter
kits to families affected by natural
calamities. Rtn. Ingmar has likewise
proven that geographical distance is no
obstacle in being part of Rotary spirit
and camaraderie through his active
participation in various online activities.

Rtn. Manuel “Manny” M. Blanco 
Member, Rotary Information Committee

In recognition of his selfless dedication and invaluable contributions in sharing
his time and talent to provide basic information on the objectives and mission
that have made Rotary an organization dedicated to realizing service objectives
through fellowship. His efforts have been instrumental in welcoming
prospective new members into the Rotary family. His unwavering commitment
to Rotary's core values of service above self has inspired others to follow in his
footsteps. Through his selfless actions, he has exemplified the spirit of Rotary,
fostering an environment of fellowship, unity, and a shared sense of purpose.
By providing them with the necessary knowledge, he has empowered them to
become passionate advocates for Rotary's service-oriented goals.
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Past District Governor Vicente “Vince: J.  Carlos
Member, Membership Committee; Co-Chair, RI Melbourne Convention
2023 
 
In profound recognition of his valuable contributions in reviewing
proposed new members to ensure that the Club maintains its high
standard of membership and integrity. Equally important, PDG Vince’s
active and passionate campaign to draw attendance to the RI
Melbourne Convention has resulted in an impressive representation by
RCM members to the Rotary International Convention in Melbourne,
Australia where the Philippine delegation has left an imposing and
lasting impression on other Rotarians from across the globe.

Rtn. Raymond N.  Davis – Chairman, Committee on People with
Special Needs

In heartfelt recognition of his remarkable achievements as Chairman
of the Committee on Individuals with Special Needs, particularly at
the Hospicio de San Jose, he is commended for his unwavering
compassion, dedication, and visionary leadership. His extraordinary
efforts have brought about transformative changes in the lives of
numerous individuals with special needs. Through his tireless work,
he has provided a nurturing and inclusive environment, fostering
their growth, development, and well-being. The Club expresses its
deepest gratitude for his profound impact, which has inspired hope
and created a brighter future for those in need. 

Rtn. Emilio Gonzalez La'o for his active participation in the  activities
of the Disease Prevention and Treatment Committee in bringing
cheers to children afflicted with cancer at the Philippine General
Hospital and in the dental missions focused on providing dental care
to children from economically depressed families.
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Sec. Edwin H. Hernandez, Club Secretary and Chairman, Club
Awards Committee was recognized for his dedication and self-
effacing service in ensuring that Club records are in order, and
that Board meetings are conducted properly and pursuant to
the Constitution and By-Laws, and in assiduously preparing the
minutes of meetings for the benefit of and authentication by
the directors; and for professionally ensuring the proper
recognition of the members’ significant participation and
contribution in club activities.

PD Alvin D. Lacambacal
Member – Rotary Information Committee

In kind recognition of his selfless dedication and invaluable
contributions in sharing his time and talent to provide basic
information on the objectives, mission, and modalities that have
made Rotary an organization dedicated to realizing service
objectives through fellowship. His efforts have been
instrumental in welcoming prospective new members into the
Rotary family. His passion for Rotary and his ability to effectively
communicate  its mission  and  values  have  inspired  countless 

individuals to join our noble cause. By sharing his knowledge and experiences, he has played a
vital role in shaping the future of our club and ensuring that the spirit of Rotary continues to
thrive. His willingness to share his time, knowledge, and talent has helped make a difference in
the lives of others and has strengthened the foundation of our club.

PD Arthur “Art” M. Lopez
Member – Membership Committee

In grateful recognition of his exceptional dedication and
invaluable contributions as a member of the Rotary Club of
Manila's Membership Committee. His unwavering commitment
to upholding the quality of membership, as envisioned by our
esteemed charter members, has played a pivotal role in
strengthening and sustaining the very essence of the Rotary
movement. His steadfast commitment to sustaining the quality
of membership has been an inspiration to his fellow committee
members and club colleagues. His dedication and tireless
efforts have not only preserved the legacy of our charter
members but also paved the way for future generations of
Rotarians to continue the noble work of Rotary.
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Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile
Co-Chairman, BALITA Committee

In sincere appreciation of his efforts to write a column and
continue to co-supervise the consistent publication of the Balita.
Rtn. Senen has demonstrated that geographical distance is no
obstacle in being of valuable service to the Club.

Rtn. Ronald Martinez,  for his active participation in the activities
of the Disease Prevention and Treatment Committee in bringing
cheers to children afflicted with cancer at the Philippine General
Hospital and in the dental missions, focused on providing dental
care to children from economically depressed families. 

Past District Governor Roberto M. Pagdanganan
Chairman, Rotary Information Committee

In heartfelt recognition of his selfless dedication and unwavering
commitment to sharing his profound knowledge of Rotary with
prospective new members. As Chairman, he has exhibited
exceptional gravitas in conveying Rotary's rich history, objectives,
and mission to serve the community under the umbrella of
Rotary's 7 areas of Focus. Through his inspiring presentations, he
has ignited a sense of purpose and a call to action, particularly
among new Rotarians. The Club extends its deepest gratitude to
him for his exceptional leadership, which has sparked enthusiasm
and fostered a strong foundation for the future of our Rotary
community.

Rtn. John Brian “JB” Pallasigue 

In recognition of his service to the Club by actively being an
Ambassador of Goodwill between the RCM and other Rotary
Clubs in other parts of the world such as the Rotary Club of
Singapore. His professionalism and graciousness are worthy
representations of the values of the members of the RCM.
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Rtn. Wilfedo “Willie” M. Peliño
Chairman, RCM Golf Cup
Asst. Treasurer, RCManila Foundation, Inc.  

Rtn. Willie was deservingly recognized for his sterling management
and organization of the RCM Golf Cup, the maiden fund-raising
activity of the RCManila Foundation which has raised much-needed
resources in support of the RCM’s projects related to the Rotary
Areas of Focus.

Rtn. Jordan M. Pizarras

In recognition of his service to the Club by sharing his talent and
resources to help the RCManila Foundation achieve its noble
mission and objectives. Rtn. Jordan has lent both his managerial
skills and professional legal experience to provide valuable
guidance and support to the RCManila Foundation, which in turn
supported the various projects of the RCM.

Past Vice Pres. Fausto D.R. Preysler Jr.
Chairman – Membership Committee

In grateful recognition of his exemplary leadership and
unwavering commitment to upholding the highest standards of
our Club's membership. His dedicated service as the head of the
committee responsible for reviewing and evaluating proposed new
members has been instrumental in maintaining the quality and
integrity of our esteemed Club. His tireless efforts in scrutinizing
potential members against the Club's rigorous standards have
ensured that only the most deserving individuals join our ranks. By

meticulously assessing their qualifications and alignment with our core values, he has
strengthened our membership base, fostering an environment of excellence and camaraderie.
His leadership has been instrumental in propelling our club to new heights, empowering us to
continue serving others selflessly.
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BEST ATTENDANCE AWARD
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Pres. Hermie Esguerra and Program Chair PD Amading Valdez presented the
Best Attendance Award to (from left) PDG Rudy Bediones, VP Reggie Yu (not in
photo), Dir. Hans Palacios, AS Mike Albaña, Dir. Albert Alday, and Grant
Chairman Aries Balanay. Not present to receive their Best Attendance Award were
PDG Vince Carlos, Rtn. Rami Chahwan, and DGN Jackie Rodriguez. 

LOYALTY AWARD 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra and PD Amading Valdez (Program Committee Chairman) co-
presented the Loyalty Award to the following remarkable Manila Rotarians:  Rtn. Philip
Recto (40 years), Rtn. Jimmy Tang (40 years), Rtn. Ricky Laurel (25 years, received by PP
Boy Guevara).
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Loyalty Award for 25 years of service:

Rtn. Ricardo P. Laurel Rtn. Klaus Muller Rtn. Jose S. Pujalte, Jr. PVP Jose Manuel
G. Romualdez

CLUB SERVICE AWARDS

Board Legal Adviser RAOUL C.  CREENCIA
Chairman, BALITA Committee and WASH Committee 

In recognition of his extraordinary dedication and invaluable
contributions to the Rotary Club of Manila. BLA Raoul
Creencia has consistently demonstrated exceptional
leadership and unwavering commitment to serving the Club
and its members. With his remarkable legal acumen, he has
adeptly guided the board through complex issues, displaying
a level-headed, objective, and decisive approach at every
turn.

BLA Raoul's literary prowess shines through his consistently well-crafted and captivating
publication, Balita, which has been a source of delight for the membership. Moreover, his
exemplary leadership in spearheading the RCM's Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) project
has not only provided a vital necessity but has also upheld the fundamental right to clean water
for over 7,000 students.

Through his tireless efforts and remarkable achievements, Raoul Creencia has played an
instrumental role in the resounding success of RY 2022-2023. His unwavering commitment to the
club's motto of "SERVICE ABOVE SELF" has set a shining example for all Rotarians.

This esteemed award is presented to Raoul Creencia on the 22nd day of June 2023, during the
Club Awards Meeting of the Rotary Club of Manila. May it serve as a testament to his exceptional
contributions and lasting impact on the Rotary community. 
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CLUB SERVICE AWARD

Past Treasurer JOSELITO H. SIBAYAN
President of RCManila Foundation, Inc., and Co-
Chairman of the Membership Committee

In profound appreciation for his invaluable
contributions, exemplary leadership, and remarkable
dedication that played a pivotal role in the resounding
success of the RCM Golf Cup.  Pres. Lito demonstrated
exceptional proficiency and leveraged his extensive
network, enabling an outstanding and efficient
fundraising campaign that generated substantial
resources for the projects of the RCManila Foundation.
His wealth of experience in evaluating new membership
proposals  has been  instrumental in  fostering a diverse 

CLUB SERVICE AWARD

Asst. Secretary MICHAEL JAEY ALBAÑA
Chairman of the Emergency and Disaster Relief Committee,
and Co-Chairman of the Program Committee

In heartfelt recognition of his exceptional leadership and
outstanding contributions, which have profoundly impacted the
Rotary Club of Manila. Chairman Mike's remarkable ability to
engage both seasoned and newly inducted members has
invigorated the spirit of camaraderie within the club, fostering
active participation in the weekly membership meetings.
Additionally, his remarkable skills in cultivating connections within
the hospitality industry have enabled the club to secure
remarkable venues for these gatherings. 

Chairman Mike’s extraordinary efforts extend beyond the club's
walls.  Through  his  relentless  dedication,  he  has  facilitated  the 

and thriving membership within the RCM.

Pres.  Lito's unwavering commitment to the principles of SERVICE ABOVE SELF has truly
exemplified the essence of the Rotary Club of Manila. Through his tireless efforts, he has
significantly contributed to the resounding achievements of RY 2022-2023.

collaboration between the Rotary Club of Manila and government agencies, ensuring the efficient
delivery of relief goods and the construction of shelter houses for victims of devastating
typhoons. 

With gratitude for his unwavering service and remarkable achievements, Chairman Michael has
made an indelible mark on the resounding success of RY 2022-2023. He has exemplified the true
essence of the Rotary Club of Manila, embodying the motto of SERVICE ABOVE SELF.
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CLUB SERVICE AWARD 

Past Director AMADO “Amading” D. VALDEZ
Chairman of the Program Committee, and Chairman of
the Journalism Awards 2023

In profound gratitude for his exceptional dedication
and unwavering commitment to the Rotary Club of
Manila, which has significantly enriched the
membership experience. Past Director and Chairman
Amado's extraordinary leadership in planning,
orchestrating, and supervising the Weekly Club
Membership meetings has been exemplary. With great
expertise and discernment, he has curated an
impressive lineup of notable and captivating speakers,
captivating the audience and fostering engagement
among the members. Furthermore, his meticulous
attention to detail ensures that the meeting venues
meet the hig standards set by the RCM, providing an
enjoyable and meaningful experience for all attendees.

CLUB SERVICE AWARD – Public Image   

Rtn. LAWRENCE “Lance” LI TAN
Chairman, InterAct Committee

In profound appreciation for his invaluable contributions in
elevating the public image and reputation of the Rotary Club of
Manila. Through his unwavering commitment, Chairman Lance
has provided a crucial platform for the club to effectively
communicate and connect with the public and the global
Rotary community, showcasing the unwavering dedication of
the Rotary Club of Manila to Rotary's 7 Areas of Focus.

Chairman Lance's exceptional efforts have significantly
contributed to the resounding success of RY 2022-2023, shining
a spotlight on the club's exceptional service and embodying the
spirit of SERVICE ABOVE SELF. 

Despite his esteemed position in the legal community, Past Director and Chairman Amado
demonstrate that serving the cherished RCM remains an ongoing labor of love. 

PD and Chairman Amado's invaluable contributions have played an integral role in the
overwhelming success of RY 2022-2023, truly embodying the club's motto of SERVICE ABOVE
SELF. 
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CLUB SERVICE AWARD 

Sgt. At Arms NAGI ZEITOUNI
Chairman of the Sports Committee

In profound appreciation for his unwavering dedication and
exceptional contributions to the Rotary Club of Manila. SAA
and Chairman Nagi's remarkable efforts as the Chairman of
the Sports Committee have resulted in the resounding
success of the Sports Fellowship Day, where 38 members and
24 family members were brought together for a day of
exhilarating sports activities. His contagious energy and
meticulous planning have fostered a stronger bond among
the club members and their families, creating cherished
memories and deepening the sense of camaraderie within the
Rotary Club of Manila.

As a valued member of the Ethics Committee, Nagi has
displayed exemplary diligence in gathering pertinent
information and providing invaluable guidance to the Board of
Directors when addressing internal issues among our
membership. His commitment to upholding ethical standards
and promoting a harmonious club environment is truly
commendable.

Past Director JOHN T. CENICA
Chairman of the Maternal and Child Health Committee

In profound gratitude for his unwavering dedication
and outstanding contributions to the promotion of
healthcare, specifically in the area of Maternal and Child
Health, under Rotary's esteemed Area of Focus. PD and
Chairman John's remarkable commitment culminated in
the highly successful medical mission for pediatric
patients, conducted in collaboration with the local
government of Bacoor, Cavite.

His tireless efforts in organizing and leading this
impactful initiative have made a significant difference in
the lives of countless individuals, providing crucial
healthcare services to those in need. Through his
selfless service, John has exemplified the true spirit of
SERVICE ABOVE SELF, demonstrating a deep
commitment to improving the well-being of mothers
and children in the community.

PD and Chairman John's exceptional contributions have
played an integral role in the resounding success of RY
2022-2023, leaving a lasting legacy of compassion and
impact within the Rotary Club of Manila. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

Sgt. At Arms JASON M. BOGOVICH
Co-Chairman of the Disease Prevention & Treatment
Committee

In profound appreciation of his unwavering dedication and
exceptional contributions to healthcare promotion under
Rotary's esteemed Area of Focus on Disease Prevention
and Treatment. SAA Jason's outstanding commitment is
exemplified by his instrumental role in organizing and
leading a medical and dental mission that provided
essential dental care programs to underprivileged
communities. Furthermore, his compassionate heart has
extended to providing crucial financial assistance for
palliative care to pediatric patients afflicted with cancer at
the Philippine General Hospital.

Through his selfless actions, Jason has made a lasting
impact on the lives of countless individuals, providing them
with access to much-needed healthcare services and
support. His unwavering commitment to SERVICE ABOVE
SELF is an inspiration to us all.

Past Asst. Sec. JOEL C. VALDES
Secretary, RCManila Foundation, Inc. 
 
In recognition of his active and tireless efforts in
soliciting international partners to propose global grant
projects that helped RCM launch projects in the areas of
focus - Disease Prevention and Treatment. PAS Joel’s
efforts and coordination with various international
Rotary Clubs, service organizations, and local
government units enticed these organizations to
support RCM’s global grant projects, and his
distinguished presence has likewise reflected and given
the RCM much-deserved recognition in the world stage.
 
PAS Joel has truly contributed to the overwhelming
success of RY 2022-2023 and has personified the club’s
motto of SERVICE ABOVE SELF. 

SAA Jason's extraordinary contributions have played a pivotal role in the resounding success of
RY 2022-2023, leaving a profound and lasting legacy within the Rotary Club of Manila.

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE AWARD 
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Dir. ALBERT ALDAY
Director-in-Charge, Youth Service 

In profound appreciation of his outstanding dedication
and invaluable contributions to youth service through his
active involvement in the organization and successful
implementation of the Rotary Youth Leadership Award
(RYLA). Dir. Albert's selfless commitment and tireless
efforts have empowered young leaders, providing them
with the necessary guidance and mentorship to excel in
their personal and professional lives.

Furthermore, his generous guidance and support in
nurturing the Rotaract clubs organized by the Rotary Club
of Manila have fostered a spirit of service and leadership
among the youth. Dir Albert's wealth of experience in
various socio-civic organizations, coupled with his
valuable time and boundless energy, have greatly
enriched the lives of young individuals, inspiring them to
make a positive impact in their communities.

Centennial Pres. JESUS “Susing” M. PINEDA JR.
Chairman, TOWER Awards 2023 Committee

In profound recognition of his exceptional leadership and
outstanding organizational skills, which have culminated in
the resounding success of the highly esteemed TOWER
Awards 2023. Through his visionary guidance and
unwavering dedication, PP and Chairman Susing has not
only bestowed recognition upon deserving winners but also
fostered a profound culture of dignity for labor within the
Rotary Club of Manila.

His remarkable ability to bring together employers and
employees, bridging the gap between them, has created an
environment where mutual appreciation and respect thrive. PP
and Chairman Susing's steadfast commitment to promoting
vocational service has set a shining example for others, instilling
a sense of pride and professionalism in all aspects of work.

Dir. Albert's unwavering dedication to SERVICE ABOVE SELF has made a significant contribution to the
overwhelming success of RY 2022-2023, leaving a lasting legacy within the Rotary Club of Manila.

By organizing the TOWER Awards with meticulous attention to detail and a genuine passion for
uplifting the vocational landscape, he has significantly contributed to the overwhelming success
of RY 2022-2023. His unwavering dedication to SERVICE ABOVE SELF has personified the true
essence of Rotary's values.

YOUTH SERVICE AWARD 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE AWARD 
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CLUB SERVICE AWARD

PD JOSE “Pepo” A. NUŇEZ,  JR.. 
Chairman – RCManila Foundation 

In profound recognition of his dedication and efforts in ensuring that
the RCManila Foundation remains true to its mission and objectives
in supporting the projects of the RCM.  PD Pepo’s consistent and
tireless efforts have ensured that the RCManila Foundation continues
to be an active partner of the Club but at the same time, compliant
with all relevant regulatory filings and requirements.

CLUB SERVICE AWARD
Public Image

RTN. HERBERT JOEY GARCIA

In sincere recognition of his exceptional dedication and outstanding
contributions in elevating the public image of the Rotary Club of
Manila. Rotarian Joey's remarkable voice talent has played a pivotal
role in public relations fora, effectively promoting the club's projects
related to the 7 Areas of Focus and fostering active engagement
among the members. Through his captivating voice  and  powerful 
 storytelling,   he   has successfully   conveyed the   club's  mission
and 

Past Director JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER
Chairman of the Disease Prevention and Treatment Committee

In profound gratitude for his unwavering dedication and exceptional
contributions to healthcare promotion under Rotary's esteemed Areas of
Focus on Maternal and Child Health and Disease Prevention and
Treatment. PD and Chairman John's deep commitment to these causes
has been exemplified through the implementation of a landmark project
that holds a special place in his heart: the medical and dental mission.

values, garnered public support and enhanced membership development.

Rtn. Joey's unwavering commitment and selfless service have made a significant impact on the
overwhelming success of RY 2022-2023, exemplifying the true spirit of SERVICE ABOVE SELF that
the Rotary Club of Manila upholds.

Through his exceptional leadership and tireless efforts, dental care programs were provided to
underprivileged communities, ensuring access to vital oral healthcare services. His compassionate
spirit extended to providing crucial financial assistance for palliative care, offering comfort and
support to pediatric patients affected by cancer at the renowned Philippine General Hospital.

PD and Chairman John's unwavering commitment to SERVICE ABOVE SELF has made a profound
impact on the lives of numerous individuals, bringing hope, relief, and healing to those in need. His
dedication and selflessness embody the true spirit of Rotary and have significantly contributed to the
overwhelming success of RY 2022-2023.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
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POSTHUMOUS AWARD

Posthumous Award for PD Celso Abastillas
was received by his son, Jay Abastillas, in
behalf of the Abastillas family.
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In profound appreciation of his selfless dedication and remarkable expertise in advancing
the Rotary mission, which resulted in the successful implementation of Global Grants
benefiting the Rotary Club of Manila. From the moment he joined the RCM, Star Rotarian
Aries has demonstrated exceptional commitment by spearheading the execution of the
impactful Global Grant, Rotary Vision Care. Moreover, he played a pivotal role in promoting
the esteemed Rotary 4-Way Test throughout the City of Manila, effectively enhancing its
visibility and impact.

Aries's unwavering contributions have significantly contributed to the resounding success of
RY 2022-2023, embodying the essence of our club's motto, "SERVICE ABOVE SELF."

STAR ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

Presented to



STAR Rotarian ARIES BALANAY
Chairman, Grants Committee
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SAA Nagi Zeitouni received the ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD for
Rtn. RAMI CHAHWAN, who was in an important business meeting. 

In profound appreciation of his unwavering dedication to the Rotary Club of Manila. As
Chairman of the Rotary Community Corps Committee and Co-Chairman of the RCM
Digitalization Committee, Rami has exemplified the essence of true Rotarian spirit.

Through his inspiring initiatives, Rami has transformed the lives of indigenous people by
rallying like-minded civic groups to donate educational supplies and materials. By bridging
the gap in education, he has left an indelible impact on these communities, instilling hope
and forever changing their futures.

Rami has stood as a pillar of support, actively engaging in all Disaster and Emergency Relief
activities of the Club, particularly aiding typhoon victims. He also played a pivotal role in the
highly successful Sports Fellowship Day, fostering camaraderie and unity among club
members, and Rami's expertise and leadership in the Digitalization project have been
instrumental in its resounding success. 

Rami's commitment to upholding ethical standards is commendable in his active
involvement in the Ethics Committee. 

With his generous heart and larger-than-life personality, Rami has significantly contributed to
the resounding triumphs of RY 2022-2023. He personifies the very essence of our motto:
SERVICE ABOVE SELF.

Presented to



Rtn. RAMI CHAHWAN
Chairman, Rotary Community Corps Committee and 

Co-Chairman, RCM Digitalization Committee

ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
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Thanksgiving and recognition of members culminated with a brief message of
thanks by Pres. Hermie Esguerra for an exceedingly productive service year,
which was followed by the adjournment of the 44th weekly membership meeting. 



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of June 27, 2023, 5:00 PM)

FULLY PAID
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

ALBERT S. ALDAY
Trustee

JOACQUIN C. RODRIGUEZ SR. 
Trustee

 ANTONILO D. MAURICIO
Trustee
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Board of Trustees and Officers
for RY 2023-2024

JOSELITO H. SIBAYAN
Chairman

HERMINIO S.
ESGUERRA

Trustee

FELIX FRANCISCO 
S. ZALDARRIAGA

Trustee

 FRANCISCO D.
MAGSAYSAY

Trustee

EDUARDO V. 
ENRIQUEZ III

Trustee

 ABRAHAM F. PASCUAL
Trustee

ARSENIO Z. LOCSIN
Trustee

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
Trustee

 WILFREDO M. PELIÑO
President

 JOEL C. VALDES
Trustee

KARLO JOSEF EUGENE
M. CASTRO

Trustee

JOHNNY N. 
CHOTRANI

Trustee
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Rotary Club of Manila in Partnership
with Propeller Club of Manila

PSAA David J. Reynolds



YOUTH SERVICE
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Rotaract Afterglow
District Conference &

Grand Appreciation Night
2023

AquaMira Hotel & Resort
Tanza, Cavite
June 24, 2023

Rotaract Club of Manila, a Rotaract Club sponsored by RC Manila

Rotaract Club of Dela Salle University, a Rotaract Club sponsored by RC Manila



OBITUARY
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Congratulations, President Hermie Esguerra, for being awarded as 
2022 Top Breeder of the Year based on Earnings, based on Wins, and Breeder

of the Year for Summer Racing Festival by the Philippine Racing Commission!
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SDG/PRES. HERMIE S. ESGUERRA
Publisher



BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

Editor-in-Chief



SDG/SAG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser



RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
DDCC/VP REGINALD T. YU

Managing Editors



RTN. ALVIN R. AMPIL
Contributing Editor



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant



RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ

Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES
Fund Coordinator



RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.

Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
President



FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA

Immediate Past President



REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU
Vice President



Directors



ALBERT “HANS” C. PALACIOS

ALBERT S. ALDAY
RAFAEL “RAFFY” M. ALUNAN III

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ANTONIO “TONY” S. LOPEZ

EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ III
JOSE “PEPO” A. NUÑEZ JR.

(Ex Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JOSELITO “LITO” H. SIBAYAN

(Ex Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary



KARLO EUGENE JOSEF “KARLO” M. CASTRO

Club Treasurer



RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser



JASON M. BOGOVICH

NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms



MICHAEL JAEY “MIKE” C. ALBAÑA

Assistant Club Secretary



PAUL JOSEPH “PJ” M. GARCIA
Assistant Club Treasurer



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2022-2023

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2022-2023

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAMB.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM
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