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The foremost value of news and current affairs programs is their ability to influence and
empower the informed. Responsible journalism fosters a functioning democracy, and is a vital
component of nation building. A well-informed and engaged citizenry is what is needed to
foster a functioning democracy. When properly informed and empowered, citizens are able to
make important decisions not only about their lives, but also about society, as well as
intelligently choose the right leaders for the country. 
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RCM's 43rd Weekly Membership Meeting

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: June 15, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 12:00 PM
VENUE: New World Makati Hotel

 



MODERATOR: BLA RAOUL CREENCIA  

Part I
12:00 PM

12:30 PM  PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

PD ABRAHAM F. PASCUAL 

AVP of RCM Music Chorale

Rtn. CARLOS G. SERAPIO 
  
AVP of RCM Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale  

IPP F. FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA

RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Rotarian Pledge & Four-Way Test

Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests 

Welcome Song

PART II 

WELCOME MESSAGE

The 2023 PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM AWARDS

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALISM AWARDEES
2023 

The 2023 RCM PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM                 
TALK SHOW OF THE YEAR 

PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

PD AMADO D. VALDEZ 
Chairman, Journalism Awards 2023

Pres. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Chair AMADO D. VALDEZ)

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MR. RUPERTO S. NICDAO, JR. 
Chairman / President
Manila Broadcasting Corporation 



2:00 PM

The Panelists 

GMA INTEGRATED NEWS
ATTY. FELIPE GOZON
Chairman, GMA Network, Inc.
MR. OLIVER VICTOR B. AMOROSO                        
Sr. Vice President & Head
GMA Integrated News, Regional TV &
Synergy
GMA Network, Inc. 

DAILY TRIBUNE
MR. WILLY FERNANDEZ 
President 

MR. WILLY FERNANDEZ

Pres. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

RCM's 42nd Weekly Membership Meeting

HON. JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO, Philippine Senate
H.E. TEODORO LOCSIN. JR., Ambassador of the Philippines to the
United Kingdom 
HON. JESUS CRISPIN REMULLA, Secretary -  Department of Justice
HON. BRIGIDO J. DULAY, Undersecretary - Department of Justice
MR. JONATHAN DELA CRUZ
MR.  PAULO CAPINO,; MR. EDWIN EUSEBIO; MR. ED JAVIER 

The 2023 RCM PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM
OF THE YEAR FOR TV NEWS REPORTING

The 2023 RCM PRO PRATRIA JOURNALISM                          
NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR  

RESPONSE

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment
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My dear fellow Manila Rotarians,

If you will recall, I participated in the District Relief Operations
and Disaster Response Zoom meeting on May 23 headed by
DG Joyce Ambray. During the meeting, we discussed the
generous donation of 350 wheelchairs from D7670, USA, through
the efforts of PDG Bill Biddle, PP Joanne Biddle, PDG Ken Shull
and PP Sandie Jones. It is worth mentioning that the
arrangements for this donation were initiated back in October
2021 when I was still serving as President-elect, reflecting our
commitment to long-term planning and community service. 

Following up on this initiative, we have commenced the distribution of wheelchairs to various
Rotary clubs within District 3810, as well as directly to individuals in need of mobility
assistance. 

Joint Mobility Project of District 3810 and District 7670, USA

The Mobility Project, which aims to provide mobility assistance to individuals in need,
specifically through the distribution of wheelchairs, has been ongoing for 13 years. 

The term "mobility" originates from the Latin word "mobilitas," signifying activity and the
ability to move freely. 

Coincidentally, the distribution of wheelchairs took place on the occasion of the 125th
Independence of the Philippines, which added a special significance to the initiative. This
timing served as a providential opportunity to contribute to the well-being of individuals in
need of mobility assistance, enhancing their quality of life by enabling them to move around
more easily and independently.

Deep within the heart of this profound mission, the manufacturers of these wheelchairs
envisioned commercials and sought to craft durable and competitive products. Little did they
know that the bridge connecting them to the end-users, the less fortunate recipients, would
be forged by the unwavering dedication and compassionate souls of the Rotarians. It is
through the Rotarians' indomitable hearts and tireless service to the less fortunate that
these manufacturers find their purpose fulfilled. It is through this partnership that not only
are the manufacturers able to reach their market and promote their products, but Economic
and Community Development also flourishes, resonating with the transformative power of
service.

The Joint Mobility Project stand as a testament to the human spirit, reminding us that united
hearts can move mountains, empower lives, and unlock the truest form of liberation.
Together, we embrace the vision of a world where no one is held captive by circumstances,
where freedom of movement becomes the birthright of all.
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The core group gathered at Barcino’s Molito Alabang before heading to the wheelchair distribution
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Day 1: 111 Wheelchairs distributed in Bacoor, Cavite
Saturday, 10 June 2023, 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Last weekend marked the beginning of this noble endeavor, where we distributed
111 wheelchairs in Victoria Ville, Bacoor, Cavite.
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Day 2: 161 Wheelchairs distributed in Manila and Pasay areas
Monday, 12 June 2023, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Continuing our efforts, we distributed an additional 161 wheelchairs directly to recipients,
with some of them being coordinated through the Phenomenal Leader Presidents of Manila
and Pasay areas. This impactful distribution held in Jose Rizal Elementary School in Pasay City
allowed us to reach even more individuals in need in our community. 
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PDG Bill Biddle

PP Joanne Biddle PP Sandie Jones

PDG Ken Shull
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Club Visit to RC Intramuros  
Monday, 12 June 2023, 2:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.

On the same day, I had the pleasure of joining the club visit to the Rotary Club of Intramuros
with Rotarians from RID 7670 USA and District 3810 Officers. It was held at their newly built
headquarters, where RC Intramuros presented their club projects and shared their
comprehensive WASH Global Grant Project, which could potentially lead to future
collaborations in the upcoming Rotary years.
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Club Awards Meeting
Tuesday, 13 June 2023

We met last Tuesday via Zoom to review the list of year-end awardees. At the meeting with
me were VP Reggie Yu, Club Awards Chairman/Sec. Edwin Hernandez, Dir. Albert Alday, and
AS Mike Albana.

Program Tech Run 
Wednesday, 14 June 2023 

We had a tech run via Zoom yesterday to ensure the seamless flow of today’s Weekly
Membership Meeting. The tech run was attended by Board Legal Adviser Raoul Creencia,
Grant Chair Rtn. Aries Balanay and the technical team.

I would like to express my gratitude to each and every one of you for your unwavering
support and dedication to our club's mission. It is through our collective efforts that we are
able to make a meaningful difference in the lives of those we serve.

Yours in Rotary Service,

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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DYURNALIS. The Rotary Club of Manila is finishing
strong as it sprints towards the end of this eventful
Rotary year. Today, in its weekly meeting, the
annual Pro Patria Journalism Awards will be
conferred to another batch of deserving recipients.
From among a number of nominees, the
Journalism Awards Committee has carefully chosen
the 2023 awardees, who were all unanimously
voted by the committee members.

The word journalism comes from the word ‘journal’
– which evolved from a late Latin word 'dyurnalis’
which means belonging to a day. This day, June 15,
rightfully belongs to our set of awardees who will
be  deservingly   recognized.   A truly impactful  and 
among the Club’s institutional projects, the yearly conferment of this prestigious Journalism
Awards is certainly an eloquent way of honoring the men, women, and organizations who
have promoted and practiced responsible journalism. 

The three awardees this year will be for the following categories: a) Pro Patria Talk Journalism
Awardee for Talk Show of the Year; b) Pro Patria Journalism Awardee for News Reporting;
and c) Pro Patria Journalism Awardee for Newspaper of the Year.

The role of media, in general, and journalism, in particular, is vital in the life of our nation, as
well as in our growth and maturity as a people. Rightly termed the “fourth pillar of the state,”
the media plays a key role for the efficient working of democracy. As Thomas Jefferson
succinctly said, “our liberty depends on the freedom of the press, and that cannot be limited
without being lost.”  Indeed, the ability of journalists and public affairs writers and
professionals to report the true state of affairs is essential in making democracy work in any
country. Even news articles that are unpalatable to the government, as long as true and
accurate, must be allowed to be published without being restrained or censored. Marcelo del
Pilar, widely regarded as the "Father of Philippine Journalism," is known for his writings that
were critical and hard-hitting. He is known for his 150 essays and 66 editorials mostly
published in La Solidaridad and various anti-friar pamphlets. We thus need a brand of
journalism that is both fearless and fair.

In our day and age, with so many things and events simultaneously happening – in the
national and local government, around the globe, and in local communities -- each
individual’s need for instant and reliable information has tremendously increased. It is the
information one gets from responsible journalists and media outlets that aids citizens in
making decisions in their personal, professional and business affairs. In fine, for providing a
platform for diverse views and more in-depth discussion of the burning issues of the day, for
constantly checking the actions and behavior of government officials, and for making
available all relevant and needed information to the general public, it is but proper that the
outstanding men and women engaged in this noble profession, journalism, be duly
recognized and heralded by no less than the First Rotary Club of Asia.
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THE 2023
PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM AWARDS
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THE 2023
PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM AWARDS

THE PANELISTS:

Senator JV Ejercito Ambassador Teodoro Locsin Jr. DOJ Secretary Boying Remulla 

USec. Dodo Dulay Mr. Jonathan dela Cruz

Mr. Paolo Capino Mr. Ed Javier Mr. Edwin Eusebio

THE 2023 RCM PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM TALK SHOW OF THE YEAR
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THE 2023
PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM AWARDS

THE 2023 RCM PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM 
FOR TV NEWS REPORTING OF THE YEAR 

THE 2023 RCM PRO PATRIA JOURNALISM 
NEWS PAPER OF THE YEAR 



42nd WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:
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A RECAPA RECAP

Meeting Moderator PD Issam Eldebs requested the members and
guests to take their seats and invited the presider of the meeting, VP
Reggie Yu, to call the meeting to order.

VP Reggie Yu called the 42nd  weekly membership meeting to
order in the absence of Pres. Hermie Esguerra.
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A RECAPA RECAP
42nd WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

A thanksgiving and invocation prayer was led by Dir. Hans Palacios. 

STAR Rtn. Daniel Obrado led
Rotarians in the recitation of the
Rotarian pledge, which was followed
with the presentation of  4-Way Test
video. 
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A RECAPA RECAP
42nd WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

The RCM Music “World Famous” Chorale led the singing
of the Philippine National Anthem and the Rotary hymn. 

PAS Joel Valdes had the honor of
introducing the guest of honor and

speaker. 

The Honorable Richard J Gordon,
former Senator, incumbent Chairman
and CEO of the Philippine Red Cross. 
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A RECAPA RECAP
42nd WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

During the Open Forum, Manila Rotarians actively engaged the Guest Speaker and
propounded questions. Those who participated were IPP Chito Zaldarriaga, PD Oscar

del Rosario, Sr., Dir. Tony Lopez, Dir. Hans Palacios and STAR Rtn. Dan Obrado. 

VP Reggie Yu presented the Club’s token of appreciation to
the Guest of Honor and Speaker.

VP Reggie Yu delivered a brief response before adjourning
the 41st meeting of weekly membership meeting. 
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A RECAPA RECAP
42nd WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

Photo Opportunities after the Weekly Membership Meeting

With the Rotaract Club of Manila



RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of June 14, 2023, 10:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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Joint Meeting of the Incumbent and Incoming
Board of RCManila Foundation, Inc. 

Joint meeting of the incumbent and incoming board of RCManila Foundation, Inc.
was held Thursday, June 8, 2023 4:30PM at the Boardroom of RCMFI Chair Pepo
Nuñez.

Please join me in warmly congratulating  our very own Rtn Atty Rico Domingo, for
being selected as one of the  recipients of the 2023 UPAA Presidential Award "in

recognition of his leadership  and achievements in his field, and contributions that
create change to benefit the lives of many." Truly a most deserved award from the

alumni of the University of the Philippines.









RECOGNITION CORNER
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Rtn. Atty. Rico Domingo Selected
as One of the Recipients of the

2023 UPAA Presidential Award

Congratulations to our very own Rtn. Atty. Rico Domingo for being selected as one
of the  recipients of the 2023 UPAA Presidential Award "in recognition of his
leadership  and achievements in his field, and contributions that create change to
benefit the lives of many." 

Truly a most deserved award from the alumni of the University of the Philippines.
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RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
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Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
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Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org
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President



FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA
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REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU
Vice President



Directors
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EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ III
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