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Apart from leadership and strict adherence to its core values, another fundamental
ingredient to ensure an organization’s longevity is the recruitment, development, and
retention of new and quality members. As the club introduces new faces, young blood, fresh
ideas, and novel perspectives, it is important that everyone embraces the duty of being an
active member; to respect the rules, protocols, and long cherished tradition; and to
judiciously preserve the endearing and enduring legacy bequeathed by Manila Rotarians of
yesteryears. 
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RCM's 37th Weekly Membership Meeting

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: MAY 4, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 12:30 PM
VENUE: CITYSTATE TOWER HOTEL

 



MODERATOR: IAS WILLIE PELIÑO

Part I
12:00 PM

12:30 PM  VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD T. YU

RTN. RAMI CHAHWAN

AVP of RCM Music Chorale

PAS HENRY GO

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Rotarian Pledge & Four (4) Way Test

Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Rtn. Roland Hortaleza
Rtn. Robi Joseph

May 2
May 4



ANNOUNCEMENT OF RCMANILA
FOUNDATION, INC.

Part II

RCM's 37th Weekly Membership Meeting

CLASSIFICATION TALK

Introduction of Speaker

Part III

STAR RTN. AVELINO L. ANDAL

PRESIDENT’S TIME PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

IAS WILLIE PELIÑO
Chairman, RCM GOLF CUP     

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD T. YU2:00 PM

OPEN FORUM

ADDRESS
STAR RTN. EDGARD CABANGON
Chairman, ALC Group of Companies

PRESENTATION OF THE CERTIFICATE
OF APPRECIATION

PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
PD DEAN AMADO D. VALDEZ
Chairman, Programs Committee          



CLASSIFICATION TALK
SPEAKER'S PROFILE

Business Address
Tel. Nos.
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STAR RTN. EDGARD CABANGON
 Chairman, ALC Group of Companies

2113 Pasong Tamo cor. Dela Rosa St., Makati City
(02) 8810-0176 to 80 / 8819-1211

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT  

Primary       

Secondary      

College       

Don Bosco Technical Institute
1970-1976

Don Bosco Technical Institute
1977-1980

De La Salle University
BSBA Marketing - Graduated
1981-1985

University of Sto. Tomas
LLB (Law) 3rd year
1989-1994
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ALC GROUP OF COMPANIES     

ALIW BROADCASTING      
Aliw Broadcasting Corporation manages AM Radio Station DWIZ 882 in Manila,
two (2) DWIZ provincial stations and seven (7) Home Radio provincial stations.

ALC REALTY DEVELOPMENT CORP.     

ALC INDUSTRIAL & COM. DEV. CORP.    

ARCO GASOLINE STATION              
(West Covina & San Gabriel, California, USA)   

ASIAN SECURITY & INVESTIGATION AGENCY, INC.  

BATANGAS VENTURES PROPERTIES AND 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION    

BUSINESS MIRROR      

CITYSTATE PROPERTIES      

CITYSTATE TOWER HOTEL       

CNN PHILIPPINES      

CITYSTATE SAVINGS BANK     

ECOSHIELD DEVELOPMENT CORP.    

ETERNAL PLANS INC.      

FORTUNE GENERAL INSURANCE CORP.   

GENCARS, INC. – ISUZU    
Gencars Isuzu opened its latest provincial branch at Sta. Rosa, Laguna on October 2017,
in addition to three other provincial branches in Batangas City, Sto. Tomas, Batangas and
San Pablo. It also has satellite offices in Naga and Legazpi

INSULAR BROADCASTING SYSTEM    
Insular Broadcasting System runs FM Radio Station 97.9 Home Radio in Manila.

BUSINESS, FINANCIAL & PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS AND POSITIONS  

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN/PRESIDENT

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

OWNER & GASOLINE BOY
1986 – 1990

CHAIRMAN/PRESIDENT 

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

PRESIDENT 

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

PRESIDENT

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

CLASSIFICATION TALK
SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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ETERNAL GARDENS CONSTRUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION     

ETERNAL GARDENS MEMORIAL PARK CORPORATION   
Eternal Gardens has a total of 11 branches across the country namely EGMPC Baesa;
Dagupan; Binan; Balagtas, Batangas City; Lipa, Batangas; Concepcion, Batangas; Naga,
Cabanatuan; Sta. Rosa, Laguna; Cagayan de Oro and Cabuyao, Laguna

MANILA GRAND OPERA HOTEL    

PLANBANK        

PILIPINO MIRROR        

Radio Philippines Network (RPN)     

CATHOLIC MASS MEDIA AWARDS (CMMA)    

PRESIDENT

CHAIRMAN/CEO

PRESIDENT

TREASURER

PRESIDENT PUBLISHER

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS ADVOCACIES     

Recipient of Plaque of Appreciation from the Archdiocese of Manila and Manila Archbishop
Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle for his generous contribution, through Isuzu Gencars, in building
and donating the Pope Mobile during the Papal Visit in 2015. Another pope mobile was sent
to the Vatican for the usage of the Holy See.

Recipient of the 2016 CEO EXCEL Award from the International Association of Business
Communicators (IABC) for his leadership in business communication excellence.

Recipient of the Plaque of Appreciation from the Parish of Our Lady of the Abandoned for his
major contribution in building the new parish church in Hulo, Mandaluyong on July of 2017.

Recipient of the Plaque of Appreciation from the National Press Club (NPC) for his
unwavering support in the growth and professionalism of Philippine Media on March of
2017.

Founding Member of the Ordo LuminisLegis University of Sto. Tomas Faculty of Civil Law.

Member, Baguio Golf & Country Club

Member, Alphaland City Club

Member, Wack Wack Golf & Country Club

Chairman, Philippine Laos Business Council

Member, Rotary Club of Manila

CLASSIFICATION TALK
SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
My dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

Even though I am not physically present for our 37th and 38th
Weekly Membership Meetings, I want to assure you that my
heart is with our Rotary Club of Manila - the first Club in Asia.

As some of you may know, I am currently in South Korea,
visiting our sister club, the Rotary Club of Sang Ju Central, and
attending the DISCON of RI District 3630 and RI District 3661. I
am honored to represent our Club at these important events,
which serve to strengthen our ties with other Rotary clubs
and foster international relations.

In November 2022, we had the honor of hosting members of the Rotary Club of Sang Ju
Central. During their visit, we collaborated on several impactful projects, showcasing our
shared commitment to the Rotary values of service, integrity, and fellowship. We also
showed them our flagship project, the Pasig River Clean-up and Rehabilitation Project, where
we installed floating trash barriers in the estuaries of the river.

Our flagship project also involves obtaining a Global Grant to buy an aquatic trash skimmer
vessel that will collect the trapped floating trash in the Pasig River. We are working in
collaboration with RC Sang Ju Central on this endeavor.

During my visit to South Korea, I eagerly look forward to participating in our sister club's
international projects and exploring potential Global Grant partnerships. These valuable
collaborations will not only benefit our club and local community but also expand our impact
across the globe as we work hand-in-hand with fellow Rotarians.

Upon my return, I look forward to sharing my experiences with you and discussing the
lessons, ideas, and insights gathered during the two DISCONs.

In the meantime, I am happy to share with you the events and activities of the past week.

Conferment of My Honorary Membership to RC Manila Bay
Thursday, 27 April 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

I was granted Honorary Membership to RC Manila Bay on April 27, 2023. During the RC
Manila Bay membership meeting, I delivered a message, and I was charged by PP Jackie Cruz
and inducted by club PLP William Yu. The club's BOD, officers, and members were present,
as well as PP Senator Koko Pimentel, who witnessed the conferment. The event was followed
by a delightful fellowship that included food, drinks, and songs.

My Honorary membership was proposed by SDG Andrew Buencamino.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Alignment meeting for 2023 Global Grant project implementation
2 May 2023

Grant Chairman Aries Balanay, Project Chairman Joel Valdes (who is now in San Francisco,
USA), and I had an alignment meeting for the 2023 Global Grant project implementation
which was essential in helping us move forward with our project. 

As we continue our journey together, I urge each of you to actively partake in our Rotary
events and projects. Let us carry our noble calling with pride, and appreciate those who
contribute tirelessly to our club's success.

In the spirit of "Service Above Self," let us all continue to exemplify Rotary's core values and
make a positive impact in our communities.

Yours in Rotary service,

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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Star Rotarians and Membership Retention.
It is a red-letter day for our RCM Star
Rotarians. Before the start of the weekly
membership meeting, the newly minted
Manila Rotarians were especially invited to
visit the RCM Office in Ermita, Manila. This visit
(which both new and old members can
participate) is truly a bright idea of the Club’s
Programs Committee. Moreover, a Star
Rotarian, Edgard Cabangon, has graciously
offered to host the weekly membership
meeting at his family-owned Citystate Tower
Hotel along Padre Faura. Star Rotarian Edgard
will also deliver his classification talk during
the meeting. Both the hosting  and talk of a
Star Rotarian, as well as the visit to the RCM
Office definitely augur well for the Club’s fresh
batch of recruits and for the Club itself. 

For sure, the Star Rotarians will be awed by
the scintillating memorabilia, nostalgic
markers and portraits, as well as the historic
documents that adorn the RCM office -- all of
which eloquently essays the rich history of the
oldest club in Asia. A visit to the RCM office is
a must for all, especially the newly inducted
members. At least once every couple of years,
a Manila Rotarian must take time to set foot in
the office and allow himself to be immersed
and surrounded by everything that represents
the richness of the Club’s history and
monumental journey. Such a nostalgic visit
will certainly be a source and give a boost of
inspiration. 

Each Rotarian, as we know, draws inspiration
from  many   things   associated  with Rotary -- 

the motto, the 4-Way Test, the carefully
crafted Club mission and vision
statement, and of course, from actual
projects and service activities. Manila
Rotarians, especially the new ones, must
have thus be able to relate to and have
the opportunity to be involved in these
activities. They, too, must also be able to
interact and positively learn from the
more seasoned members of the Club.
Constant inspiration, guidance, genuine
fellowship, and friendship will surely
help in ensuring and preserving  RCM’s
membership strength; for we know that
membership growth is the engine that
powers the vehicle of Rotary.  Yes, the
real asset and anchor of each Rotary
Club is its members. Needless to say,
continued membership growth is
important because new ideas and new
interests reinvigorate the Club, bring in
new energy, and hones future leaders.  



EDITOR'S NOTE
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On the matter of membership recruitment and retention, this is my personal view:
while we cherish time-honored traditions and practices, we must also accept that
we now live in a rapidly changing world. As such, a Rotary Club’s success depends
on its ability to be innovative and flexible. According to an article posted in the
Rotary International website, surveys and focus groups have consistently shown
that “prospective members and younger members are more likely to stay with
Rotary if they believe that their club is willing to accommodate their interests, as
well as their work, family, and personal needs.” With this, it behooves us to jointly
rethink and evaluate whether the planned activities and traditions reflect current
interests. 

The Programs Committee’s innovative activities for this week’s regular gathering is
definitely a step towards the right direction. Let us innovate, emphasize service, and
focus on happiness. Let RCM be a haven for happy and productive Rotarians, all
fraternally bound by the sublime idea and ideal of service.



36th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

STAR Rtn. Paul Koh led the
recitation of the Rotarian Pledge.

The 36th Regular Meeting, which
Manila Rotarians held at Conrad
Hotel, had Dir. Albert Alday as
Program Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, 
Pres. Hermie Esguerra
called the meeting to order.

The singing of the Philippine National
Anthem was led by the World Famous
Music Chorale. At the background was
the Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation featuring captivating images
of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving
God, STAR Rtn. Benedict Julius
Sibuyan led the Invocation and
Special Prayer.
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STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay gave the
background of the Four Way Test,
which was followed by the video
presentation showcasing the same.
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Dir. Albert Alday acknowledged
the visiting Rotarians and guests.

With much gusto, the World
Famous Chorale sang RCM’s
signature Welcome Song to the
delight of the guests and visitors.

36th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The World Famous Music Chorale led the singing of the Philippine Rotary
Hymn as well as the RC Manila Hymn.



The week's birthday celebrant, Rtn. Warren So, was duly
acknowledged, followed by the singing of the Club’s unique and jolly
birthday song, led by the World Famous Music Chorale.
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36th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

RCMers injected new blood into the Club by presenting their candidates for membership.

Rtn. Ray Davis and
PT Lito Sibayan as
proposers of Atty.
Arturo Iluminado C. 
De Castro, Managing
Partner, De Castro and
Cagampang-De Castro
Law Firm

PSAA Gunter
Matschuck as proposer
of Dr. David Klebs,
Economic Counsellor,
German Embassy Manila

PD Noy Benedicto, as
proposer of Mr. Zhihao
“Jerry” Zheng, CEO,
DATANG Real Estate
Development Corp.
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36th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

PDG Rudy Bediones was eloquent in charging the new members to live their
commitment to Rotary and to RCM.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra then inducted the new members into Rotary and RCM.
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PDG Rudy Bediones introduced the
Guest Speaker, PDG Francisco
“Paco” E. Atayde, Past District
Governor of RI District 3810, RY 2007-
2008, Rotary Club of Pasay MIA.

Guest Speaker PDG Francisco
“Paco” E. Atayde delivered his
speech.

36th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Pres. Hermie Esguerra addressed
the Rotarians and Guests during the
President’s time.

Chairman/IAS Willie Peliño
reported on the upcoming RCM
Golf Cup.
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Important and interesting matters were further discussed and
clarified during the open forum participated by PDG Alex Cureg,
PD Amading Valdez and PSAA Gunter Matschuck. 

36th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Pres. Hermie Esguerra and
Programs Committee
Chairman PD Amading
Valdez presented the
Certificate of Appreciation,
attested by Club Secretary
Edwin Hernandez, to Guest
Speaker PDG Francisco
“Paco” E. Atayde, Past
District Governor of RI
District 3810, RY 2007-2008,
Rotary Club of Pasay MIA.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
delivered his closing remarks
and adjourned the meeting.



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of May 3, 2023, 11:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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COGS IN THE WHEEL
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Philippine Embassy in Washington D.C.
Celebrates National Food Month

Ambassador Jose Manuel G. Romualdez (right) receives a copy of
“Mayumu: Filipino American Desserts Remixed” from the author, Abi
Balingit.



RECOGNITION CORNER
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Rotarian Shigeru Shimoda
Elected as President of the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Philippines, Inc. (JCCIPI) 

On March 21, 2023, the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Philippines, Inc. (JCCIPI) held an election at their office located at Trident
Tower, 312 Sen Gil Puyat Ave., Salcedo Village, Makati City, where Rtn.
Shimoda Shigeru was elected as President. His term as President
commenced on April 1, 2023.
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