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As a more-than-a-century old worldwide organization, Rotary is steeped both in history and
tradition. As such, time-honored protocols have been laid down to be observed during
meetings, district functions and other Rotary activities as appropriate and correspondingly
required. There is no doubt that strict observance of protocols and rules enhances the
prestige of an organization, and brings decorum to its meeting or event.
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RCM's 36th Weekly Membership Meeting

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: April 27, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 12:30 PM
VENUE: Taft Ballroom I, Conrad Manila

 



MODERATOR: DIRECTOR ALBERT S. ALDAY

Part I
12:00 PM

12:30 PM  PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

STAR RTN. BENEDICT JULIUS IBUYAN

AVP of RCM Music Chorale

STAR RTN. PAUL KOH

STAR RTN. ARIES BALANAY

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test

Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

PD JUN HALLARE
RTN. WARREN SO
DGN JACKIE RODRIGUEZ

April 23
April 24
April 27

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song RCM WF Music Chorale



PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS BY SPONSORSPart II

RCM's 36th Weekly Membership Meeting

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.Part III

ATTY. ARTURO ILUMINADO C. DE CASTRO
Managing Partner, De Castro and Cagampang-de Castro Law Firm
Classification: Law Practice – Energy law
Proposers: Rtn. Ray Davis and PT Lito Sibayan

DR. DAVID KLEBS
Economic Counsellor, German Embassy Manila
Classification: Diplomatic Service – Germany - Economic Counselor
Proposer: PSAA Gunter Matschuck

MR. ZHIHAO “Jerry” ZHENG 
CEO, DATANG Real Estate Devt. Corp.
Classification: Real Estate Developing – Export Processing  Zone
Proposer: PD Noy Benedicto

CHARGING OF NEW MEMBERS PDG RODOLFO P. BEDIONES
District Governor, RY 2018-2019 
Chairman of the Council of
Governors District 3810

IAS WILLIE PELIÑO
Chairman, RCM GOLF CUP     

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

PRESIDENT’S TIME PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA



Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA2:00 PM

OPEN FORUM

ADDRESS
 PDG FRANCISCO “Paco” E. ATAYDE 
 Past District Governor of RI District 3810 
 RY 2007-2008
 Rotary Club of Pasay MIA

PRESENTATION OF THE CERTIFICATE
OF APPRECIATION

PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
PD DEAN AMADO D. VALDEZ
Chairman, Programs Committee          

RCM's 36th Weekly Membership Meeting

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER Part IV PDG RODOLFO P. BEDIONES
District Governor, RY 2018-2019 
Chairman of the Council of
Governors District 3810



GUEST SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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 PDG FRANCISCO “PACO” E. ATAYDE 
 Past District Governor of RI District 3810 

 RY 2007-2008
 Rotary Club of Pasay MIA

PDG Francisco “Paco” Atayde, after a year in Mapua Institute of Technology,
proceeded to the Philippne Military Academy in 1958 to pursue a career in the
military. Upon graduation, he elected to join the Philippine  Air Force (PAF) as his  
branch  of  service. He finished his flying training at the Fernando Air Base in
Lipa City where he obtained his military pilot’s wings on February 22, 1964. His 
 career path moved  up  as he carried  out  various  staff and field  assignments. 
 He  earned his  star rank in 1991 when he was Wing  Commander of  Villamor 
 Air Base and led two more major PAF units  before he  was  appointed  Vice
Commander of  the PAF. He  retired  from the  service on  October 3, 1994. 

After  the  traditional military honors  for  his retirement,  Paco put  away his 
 military uniforms and looked  forward to  spending more  hours  with  the
family and  golf.  But then, on July 1, 1995, duty beckoned and  he joined  the 
 administration of   President Fidel V. Ramos as General Manager of the  Manila
International Airport Authority until June 30, 1998. In 1999, under the
administration of  President Joseph Estrada, he was appointed  Ambassador to
the Royal Kingdom of Cambodia, a position he held until 2001.

Another good thing that entered his life was his  joining  Rotary in  1984  when
he  was  recruited to join the Rotary Club of Pasay MIA to be  one  of its charter
members. In 1995 he served as president of that club and in 2002, as District
Coordinating Chairman, International Service and concurrent Chair of Alay Lakad
2002. In 2003, he worked as District Program Director. In December 2004, he
was selected as DGN, projected to become District Governor of RI District 3810
for RY 2007-2008. His preparation for the office of District Governor culminated
when he attended the International Assembly in San Diego, California. He also
served as chairman of District Rotary Foundation Council (DRFC) from 2013 to
2016 and District 3810’s representative to the Council on Legislation (COL) in
2018. Currently, he is serving as the District Protocol Officer.
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
My dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

It has been an eventful and memorable week for the Rotary
Club of Manila. We have had many inspiring and meaningful
activities that demonstrate how dedicated we are to working
together as one family towards achieving great things in
Service Above Self.

Here are the details of the activities and events we had over
the past week.

Initial Orientation Session of the Rotary Information Briefing Committee 
Friday, 21 April 2023, 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

I joined the Rotary Information Briefing Committee when they conducted an initial
orientation session last Friday, April 21st via Zoom. Committee members present were
Chairman PDG Obet Pagdanganan and Members PD Alvin Lacambacal and Rtn. Manny
Blanco.  

Proposed new members present were: 

NATHANIEL "Nate" CAMAT (Filipino)               
Vice President of Business Development     
PASCAL RESOURCES ENERGY, INC.                   
Classification: Trading – Domestic Gas           
Proposer: STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay                 
 
DAVID KLEBS (German)
Economic Counsellor
German Embassy Manila
Classification: Diplomatic Service- Germany- Economic Counselor
Proposer: PSAA Gunter Matschuck

BEN THOMAS Toby" P. PAŇARES (Filipino)      
Managing Director, President &                              
CEONICAPITAL GROUP                                             
UNICAPITAL SECURITIES, INC.                                
Classification: Securities – Stock Brokerage      
Proposer: PD Pepo Nunez                               
Co-proposers: PE/ Dir Raffy Alunan, Dir Jujut Enriquez

ZENG ZHI HAO "Jerry" (Taiwanese)
General Manager
DATANG REAL ESTATE DEVT.CORP.
Classification: Real Estate Developing – Export Processing Zone
Proposer: PD Noy Benedicto
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

District Conference (DISCON) 2023
Saturday and Sunday, 22-23 April 2023

On April 22nd and 23rd, we joined many Rotarians from different clubs in District 3810 for
the District Conference (DISCON) 2023. This annual event provided an opportunity for us
to come together and learn about the work of Rotary, share ideas, and network with other
Rotarians. It is the celebration of the gains of the Rotary year.

With me at the DISCON held at Conrad Manila were VP Reggie Yu, PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan,
Board Legal Adviser Raoul Creencia, Sergeant-at-Arms Nagi Zeitouni, DE/AS Mike Albaña,
Grant Chairman STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, PD Oscar del Rosario, Rtn. Lance Tan, Rtn. Rami
Chahwan, Rtn. Inov Talusan, STAR Rtn. Paul Koh and STAR Rtn. Arik Carranceja.

RCM Music Committee Practices Philippine National Anthem for DISCON

On Saturday morning, RCM Music Committee members gathered together to practice
singing the Philippine National Anthem under musical director Domino Marcos.

Clockwise: BLA Raoul Creencia, PD John Cenica, DGN Jackie Rodriguez, Rtn. Joel Talampas, PD John
Cenica, PE/Dir Raffy Alunan, STAR Rtn.  Paul Koh, Rtn. Inov Talusan, STAR Rtn. Arik Carranceja,
STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, SAA Nagi Zeitouni, VP Reggie Yu, Treas. Karlo Castro, PD Nick Locsin, Rtn.
Rami Chahwan, Music Committee chair PD Oscar del Rosario, Rtn. Ingmar Bertelsen and musical
director Domino Marcos
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

RCM Music Committee singing the Philippine National Anthem at the DISCON on April 22nd
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY



Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 12

PRESIDENT'S DIARY
Awards and Achievements of the Rotary Club of Manila

I am proud to share that the Rotary Club of Manila bagged the following major awards
during the conference:

1. Top 1 in Membership development per capita, with an increase of 68 new members

2. Top 1 in Membership development absolute, with an increase of 21 new members
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
3. Top 7 in Annual Fund Program per capita, with a total of USD645.51

4. Top 1 in Annual Program absolute, with a total of USD142,659.18
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

During the awarding ceremony



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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On April 23rd, we also had a Business Meeting with District Governor Joyce Ambray. The
Business Meeting is a gathering of electors from various Rotary clubs across the district to
take up resolutions that will affect the future of district affairs.

VP Reggie Yu, Board Legal Adviser Raoul Creencia, Sergeant-at-Arms Nagi Zeitouni, DE/AS
Mike Albaña, PD Oscar del Rosario, Rtn. Rami Chahwan, Rtn. Inov Talusan, STAR Rtn. Aries
Balanay, STAR Rtn. Paul Koh and STAR Rtn. Arik Carranceja were with me at the Business
Meeting.
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
RC Manila Project Updates

Good news!

The Global Grant Rotary Vision Care Project has completed its mission of providing
eyeglasses to over 2,500 students, teachers, and non-teaching personnel in 15 schools in the
School Division of Manila. Yesterday, April 26, 2023, marked the last day of the initiative, and
it is heartening to know that so many people have benefited from this project.

I want to express my gratitude to the Global Grant Committee, headed by Chair STAR Rtn.
Aries Balanay, for their effort in making this project a success. 

The project's success is a testament to the power of collaboration and the importance of
Global Grant Project in addressing societal challenges. The Rotary Club of Manila, Rotary
Club of Kowloon East, Rotary Club of Singapore, the Department of Education, and
Physicians for Peace came together to provide the necessary resources, funding, and
expertise to ensure that the project's objectives were achieved.

This initiative has had a significant impact. Providing eyeglasses has improved the students'
academic performance, boosted the teachers' morale and productivity, and enabled non-
teaching personnel to carry out their duties effectively. By addressing the issue of visual
acuity, the project has helped to make the learning environment more equitable, giving all
students an equal chance at success.

The Rotary Club of Manila Vision Care project is a shining example of what can be achieved
when different organizations come together for a common cause. It is heartwarming to know
that so many people have benefited from this initiative, and we can only hope that more
organizations will take inspiration from this project and work towards improving their
communities.

Another good news!

We also received some positive updates about our RCM Library Digitization Project. 

I would like to thank RCM Library Digitization Committee headed by Chair Rtn. Inov
Talusan, Co-Chair Rtn. Rami Chahwan and Member STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, who are all
working hard to make this project possible.   

The Committee has divided the project into three main parts, and I'm happy to inform you
that we are making great progress on all of them.

First, we have cataloging, which involves organizing and categorizing our vast collection of
documents and memorabilia. We have reached 75% completion of this crucial step. Though
it's a huge task, we are confident about achieving our goals as planned.

Next is the software. We have achieved an impressive 90% completion rate. There are just a
few minor issues left that we need to address, particularly some fixes for the reader. As soon
as these are addressed, we can proceed at full speed.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Finally, we have scanning. This is where we digitize our collection, making it accessible to a
global audience. We have completed 60% of our print materials and 80% of our non-print
materials. We are steadily working on the remainder of the scanning process.

I am just as excited as the Digitization Committee about the progress of this project. We have
an excellent team and I am confident that we will deliver something amazing.

According to Chair Rtn. Inov, we are eagerly anticipating the recommendations of our
esteemed cataloging team, set to arrive at the end of this month. We want to ensure that our
cherished memorabilia, documents, and photos are treated with the utmost care and
preserved to the highest standards.

To achieve our goal, we require more help. Chair Rtn. Inov proposed that we contact
someone from the National Museum who can offer their expertise and assist us in this
important endeavor. With their assistance, we can guarantee the preservation of our
historical treasures for future generations.

With regard to our flagship project, the Pasig River Clean-up and Rehabilitation Project—
wherein we will purchase an aquatic trash skimmer vessel—we already submitted the
Global Grant application and we are just waiting for approval from the Rotary Foundation. 

63rd Charter Anniversary of the Rotary Club of Quezon City
Monday, 24 April 2023

Outside of RC Manila projects and activities, I attended the 63rd Charter Anniversary of the
Rotary Club of Quezon City, which is the 17th daughter club of the Rotary Club of Manila,
chartered in 1960. The event took place on April 24, 2023, at the Kalayaan Hall, Club Filipino
in San Juan.

PDG Obet Pagdanganan, Dir. Albert Alday, Asst. Treas. PJ Garcia, Grant Chairman Aries
Balanay, Digitization Chairman Rtn. Inov Talusan and STAR Rtn. Paul Kohn attended the
event with me.



Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 18

PRESIDENT'S DIARY

RC Quezon City Pres. Emman
Timbol emphasized that this
charter anniversary event is
especially historical, as the
membership and guests in
attendance witnessed the
ceremonial formal presentation
of the original Charter document
issued in 1960, which was then
sent directly to the Rotary Club of
Quezon City by Rotary
International and not through
the Rotary Club of Manila (the
chartering/mother Club). 
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

The ceremonial presentation of the original charter document by Pres. Hermie Esguerra
(on behalf of the mother club, Rotary Club of Manila)

I then presented to the Rotary Club of Quezon City a token of appreciation in the form of
Gavel & Bell, symbolizing the authority invested on President Timbol.

Additionally, on behalf of the Rotary Club of Manila, I presented a cash donation to support
the projects of the Rotary Club of Quezon City.
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
We also had the Rotary tradition of exchanging of club bannerettes, which capped the
festive charter anniversary event.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Program Tech Run
Wednesday, 26 April 2023, 5:00 p.m. to 5:35 p.m.

To prepare for our Weekly Membership Meeting, we had a Program Tech Run yesterday via
Zoom. At the meeting with me were Dir. Albert Alday, AS Mike Albaña (Co-Chairman,
Programs Committee), Grant Chairman STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay and Rtn. Ben Ibuyan.

It has been an eventful and fulfilling week for the Rotary Club of Manila. We have achieved
great success in our various projects. I am proud of all these accomplishments and look
forward to more opportunities where we can serve our community even better!

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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Rotary Protocol and Decorum. Protocol is a
late middle ages English word which denotes
the original minute of an agreement, forming
the legal authority for future dealings relating
to it. The word originated from the old French
word prothocole, referring to the collection of
set forms of etiquette to be observed by the
French head of state. Today, the most
common meaning of protocol is “a system of
rules that explain the correct conduct and
procedures to be followed in formal
situations.

When referring to data communication,
computer systems, and information
technology,  the term protocol is used to  refer
to “a system of rules that allow two or more entities of a communications system to transmit
information via any kind of variation of a physical quantity.” HTTP, for instance, is usually
found when browsing the world wide web. It is the underlying protocol that defines how
messages are formatted and transmitted.

As can be noted, whether the term is used to refer to the conduct and procedures to be
followed in meetings and events, or to computer data communication, the underlying
purpose of having a set of protocols is to have order in everything, and so that everything
will be in order.

Thus, whenever a Rotary Club organizes functions and meetings, established protocols must
be observed. According to the Rotary International website,  “a proper observance of
protocol enhances the prestige of the concerned club and also brings decorum.” The website
also gives a few hints on protocol, and let me quote them below for easy reference: 

Any Rotary meeting hosted by a club, and / or a regular meeting of the club should be
presided over by the President of the club. The meeting should be called to order by
the President and not by the Master of Ceremonies.
Any Rotary meeting hosted by the District or District Committee will be presided over
by the District Governor. Governor will call the meeting to order.
The protocol to be observed in order of precedence of greetings is District Governor,
Past District Governors (seniority wise), District Governor Elect, District Governor
Nominee, District Officers, President, Past President, President Elect, and Secretary
and so on.
The General Rule is that current position takes precedence over past position, past
position takes precedence over future position, accompanying spouses will have the
same ranking.

1.

2.

3.

4.



EDITOR'S NOTE
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Once protocol is observed in a meeting initially, the subsequent speakers need not
repeat the protocol. This will help save time and avoid possible foul-up of protocol.
If the Mayor or the First Citizen of the town is present in a meeting, he should be
invited to the dais and should be recognized first.
In any Rotary meeting if the Governor is present as the Chief Guest, he should speak
last. After the speech of the Governor, there should be no further speeches. The
only item after his speech should be acknowledgments and vote of thanks.
During the official visit of the Governor to the Club, there should be no other Chief
Guest, Governor being the only one.
All Rotary club meetings, except training or normative sessions should be concluded
as far as possible, within one hour. Care should be taken to ensure that that
standard and values of Rotary are not diluted or compromised at meetings.
The functions of Master of ceremony, if at all necessary, should be limited only
announce the item of the agenda to be followed. He / she is not expected to make
comments on the speeches or assure anything on behalf of the club, which should
only be the prerogative of the Presiding Officer.

5.



6. 



7. 





8. 



9.





10. 







It is ideal for every Rotarian to know these protocols so that they can contribute in properly
organizing and executing Rotary meetings and events.  



35th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Rtn. Jordan Pizarras  led the
recitation of the Rotarian Pledge.

The 35th Regular Meeting, which
Manila Rotarians held at Conrad
Hotel, had BLA Raoul Creencia as
Program Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres.
Hermie Esguerra called the
meeting to order.

The singing of the Philippine National
Anthem was led by the World Famous
Music Chorale. At the background was
the Rotary Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation featuring captivating images
of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving Father
God, Rtn. Caloy Serapio led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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The joint singing of the Philippine
Rotary Hymn had everybody’s
Rotarian spirit positively steered
anew.

Rtn. Citos Manalaysay
acknowledged and introduced
the Visiting Guests and Rotarians.

35th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The World Famous Music Chorale
led the singing of the Philippine
Rotary Hymn, as well as the RC
Manila Hymn.

Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV gave the
background of the Four Way Test,
which was followed by the video
presentation showcasing the same.



With much gusto, the World Famous Chorale sang RCM’s signature
Welcome Song to the delight of the guests and visitors.

The week’s birthday celebrants were duly acknowledged, namely Rtn. Joshua
Aragon, STAR Rtn. Michael Roxas, Rtn. Caloy Buendia, STAR Rtn. Teddy
Garcia, PD Pepo Nunez, Rtn. Brix Pujalte, STAR Rtn. Daniel Obrado and PD
Rico Domingo. This was followed by the singing of the Club’s unique and jolly
birthday song, led by the World Famous Music Chorale.
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35th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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Guest of Honor and Speaker Chief Justice Alexander G. Gesmundo
delivered his speech, showcasing his vision and plans of action for
strategic innovations and reforms in the judiciary.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
addressed the Rotarians and
Guests during the President’s
time.

PD/PS Rico V. Domingo introduced the
Guest of Honor and Speaker, Hon.
Alexander G. Gesmundo, Chief Justice
Supreme Court of the Philippines.

35th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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Important  and interesting matters were further discussed and clarified
during the open forum participated by Guest Atty. Vic Ceballos, Ms. Anna
Cureg (Spouse of PDG Alex Cureg), PD Amading Valdez and Mr. Gabriel
Esguerra.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra and Programs Committee Chairman PD
Amading Valdez presented the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by
Club Secretary Edwin Hernandez, to Guest of Honor and Speaker,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Alexander G. Gesmundo.  

35th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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Manila Rotarians in a posterity photo with Chief Justice Alexander G.
Gesmundo.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his
closing remarks and, with a thunderous and
apt comment: “The Chief Justice has
spoken,” adjourned the meeting.

35th REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of April 26, 2023, 11:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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DISTRICT EVENT
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More on DISCON 2023 

VP Reggie Yu presented medallions and certificate of attendance to the
147 participants of Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) 2023 during
the Youth Program at DISCON 2023.
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