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Rotary has recently been more emphatic in sounding the clarion call for diversity, equity,
and inclusion. As a result, frameworks that promote fair and full participation of all
people has taken center stage. In this week’s regular meeting, Manila Rotarians will
highlight disability inclusion, which is an essential condition to upholding human rights.
Realizing the rights of persons with disabilities must no doubt be relentlessly pursued, for
this is not only a matter of justice; but an investment in a common future.

GUEST SPEAKER

MR. GRANT JAVIER
Executive Director of Project Inclusion Network

Founder and Convenor of the Philippine Business and Disability Network (PBDN)
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RCM's 33rd Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: March 30, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 12:30 PM
 

MODERATOR: RTN. RAFAEL IGNACIO DIONISIO

Part I
12:15 PM

12:30 PM  VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD YU

STAR RTN. MICHAEL RAYMOND GONZALEZ

AVP of RCM Music Chorale

STAR RTN. JOSE EMMANUEL DELA CRUZ

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test

Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

STAR RTN. ARIES BALANAY
PDSAA UWE HESSE
RTN. WOLF HARLE
RTN. MARLON ROŇO
DIR. HANS PALACIOS
RTN. VEE DAVID

March 25
March 26
March 28
March 28
March 29
March 29

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song RCM WF Music Chorale



INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER

RCM's 33rd Zoom Weekly Membership Meeting

Part II

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD YU2:00 PM

OPEN FORUM

PRESENTATION MR. GRANT JAVIER
Executive Director, Project Inclusion Network

CO-CHAIR AS/DE MICHAEL ALBAÑA

ADDRESS
MR. GRANT JAVIER

Executive Director of Project Inclusion Network
Founder and Convenor of the Philippine Business and Disability Network (PBDN)

PRESENTATION OF THE CERTIFICATE
OF APPRECIATION

PRESIDENT HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
PD DEAN AMADO D. VALDEZ
Programs Committee Chairman          



GUEST SPEAKER'S PROFILE

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 05 

MR. GRANT JAVIER
Executive Director of Project Inclusion Network

Founder and Convenor of the Philippine Business and Disability Network

Grant is the founder of Project Inclusion Network, a non-profit organization
that provides opportunities for people with disabilities to be productive and
contributing members of society. Project Inclusion Network has assisted
thousands of people and hundreds of organizations in implementing disability
workplace inclusion practices. He is also the founder and convenor of the
Philippine Business and Disability Network (PBDN), an accredited network of
the United Nations' International Labor Organization - Global Business and
Disability Network (ILO-GBDN) in Geneva, Switzerland. It currently has 41
members, including multinational and local corporations such as JPMorgan
and Chase, IBM, Asurion, Paypal, CitiHub, Coca-Cola, Nestle, Smart, and others.

He also serves on the boards of the YMCA of Makati and the No One in Need
Foundation Inc. He is a missionary with the Missionary Families of Christ and is
assigned as the Missions Coordinator for Luzon as well as the entire continent
of Europe, where he lived for 7 years with his wife serving both Eastern and
Western Europe. He was recently appointed as the Indian Subcontinent
Coordinator.

He is a champion for people with disabilities, a pro-life advocate, a youth
worker, and an accomplished speaker both at home and abroad. He holds a
Master of Arts in Religious Studies from the Don Bosco Center of Studies, as
well as a Bachelor of Arts in European Studies and a Bachelor of Science in
Marketing Management from De La Salle University. He is married to Marie
Gay and has five children: Pablo, Benita, Lourdes, Guadalupe, and Isidro. Pablo,
his eldest son, was diagnosed with Autism at the age of two and is the driving
force behind Project Inclusion.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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My dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

I am happy to report that this past week has been filled
with amazing events and meetings for the Rotary Club 
of Manila. From RI District 3810 Team Visit to our 32nd
Weekly Membership Meeting, where we introduced 
the RCM Digital Library Project and heard from two
incredible Rotaract Clubs, it was a week full of 
achievement, inspiration and growth. We even had the
honor of exchanging bannerettes with the Rotary Club of
Taipei Mushin in what truly was a special moment for us all.

The energy in our club has been buzzing as we continue to make meaningful connections
and create a lasting impact in our community. 

Here are the details of the events I attended last week.

Team Visit of RI District 3810 Executive Committee
Thursday, 23 March 2023, 10:00 a.m.

After two weeks of hard work in preparing the presentation for the District Team Visit, we
finally had the pleasure of welcoming Senior Deputy Governor Essie Villavito, Area Treasurer
Manny Yuyek, Asst. Governor Jen Moreno and District Area Director Cynthia Llorente last
Thursday, March 23rd. 

We proudly presented the Rotary Club of Manila’s accomplishments and projects from July
2022 until the first half of March 2023. We showed them that our Club has already achieved
all the 16 Governor's Challenges as well as all the goals in the Rotary Club Central (Rotary
International Citation). 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Our presentation was supported by screenshots taken directly from the RI portal to
demonstrate that these projects were actually done and carried out by RC Manila, complete
with the total number of man hours as well as project cost—a true testament to Manila
Rotarians’ hard work and dedication.

We also outlined our upcoming projects for the rest of Rotary Year 2022-2023, and the
District Team was impressed that, besides implementing projects and organizing events to
help the local communities, we also recognize industry professionals through our upcoming
19th Tourism Awards, The Outstanding Workers of the Republic (TOWER) Awards, and the
RCM Journalism Awards.

The District Team commended our excellent and comprehensive presentation, and even
extended 16 congratulatory remarks after our presentation. No further clarification was
required, and the meeting ended with appreciation from all present at the Team Visit.

They also mentioned that since DG Joyce Ambray has already visited us during Handover and
Induction ceremonies and is well-versed with all of our projects and activities, there is no
need for RC Manila to present to the District Governor. 

Overall, it was an amazing Team Visit and I am proud to report that our Club was recognized
and applauded by the District Team.

VP Reggie Yu, Dir. Albert Alday,
Sec. Edwin Hernandez, Treas.
Karlo Castro, SAA Nagi
Zeitouni, Asst. Treas. PJ Garcia,
Grant Chairman/STAR Rtn.
Aries Balanay, RCManila
Foundation Chairman/
PD Pepo Nunez, Dir. Johnny
Chotrani and PD John Cutter
were all present at the Team
Visit.
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32nd Weekly Membership Meeting
Thursday, 23 March 2023, 12:30 p.m.

During our Weekly Membership Meeting (WMM) last week, RCM Digitalization Committee
Chairman/Rtn. Inov Talusan and Co-Chairman/Rtn. Rami Chahwan presented the RCM Digital
Library Project, another milestone project for the Rotary Club of Manila. 

Other important events that happened during our WMM were the Phenomenal Rotaract
Club Reports and the Club Bannerette Exchange with the esteemed Rotary Club of Taipei
Mushin.

Phenomenal Rotaract Club Reports
The Rotaract Club of Manila and Rotaract Club of Dela Salle University joined our WMM and
the respective presidents shared their club’s accomplishments and current status.  

With the Rotaract Club of Manila team (left, holding banner) and Rotaract Club of Dela Salle
University team (right)



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Club Bannerette Exchange with the Rotary Club of Taipei Mushin
We exchanged club bannerette with first-time visiting Rotarians from the Rotary Club of
Taipei Mushin, represented by Rotarians Jacky and James Tseng. Also in the photo is Rtn.
Winnie Cheng. 

It was an honor to be part of such meaningful events last week. I am proud of our club’s
achievements and initiatives, especially the RCM Digital Library Project which is sure to
benefit not just RCM but other clubs as well. 

We have also made lasting connections with other Rotary Clubs around the world,
exemplifying the spirit of international service that makes us strong as a global organization. 

As we move forward into more exciting projects and activities for this Rotary year, let us
continue to work together towards creating positive change in our own little way!

I have been indisposed since Monday, but I am still monitoring the progress of our projects
in the pipeline.

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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There are at least a billion people in the world
who grapple with various types of disabilities. Of
this number, about 80% live in developing
countries like the Philippines. Moreover, 46% of
our senior citizens (age 60 and above) are people
with disabilities. Disability inclusion must thus be
given emphasis, if a DEI strategy is to acquire
more meaning and impact on the people who
must benefit most from this program.

Rotary International is thus spot on in not only
pushing for disability inclusion, but also in
inspiring  Rotarians to ensure that this is pursued.
Jeremy Opperman of the Rotary Club of Newlands in Cape Town, South Africa, a person with
disability, is an example in this regard.  Born with Retinitis Pigmentosa, a deteriorating eye
condition which results in total blindness, Jeremy is a diversity practitioner and a disability
equity specialist. In an interview by Rotary International
(https://blog.rotary.org/2021/10/07/shifting-the-paradigm-on-dei/), he was asked why he
thinks it is beneficial for everyone to make disability equity a priority in all that we do. To this
question, he replied: “Because inclusion makes more sense than exclusion. If we
categorically exclude people, even if we do it without realizing it, we exclude more than just
one individual. For instance, picture a restaurant. We all love to eat out, right? Let’s say you’ve
got a party of four people and they want to go out. And let’s say one of the four is in a
wheelchair — could be temporary, maybe they recently broke their leg. Now the question
you want to ask yourself is could you go to absolutely any restaurant you chose? And the
chances are that you probably couldn’t, because of an access issue. Did that restaurant lose
just one meal, or did they lose the whole party? And so that’s what we call the business case.
Disability inclusion makes business sense. Which is why we see more focus on accessibility in
malls and things because people have realized this. From a Rotary perspective, if we want to
grow more, we can’t afford to lose people through thoughtlessness and carelessness, or
even tacit exclusion. We need to embrace the idea of inclusion so that we can in fact attract
even more people than we are thinking of.”

The United Nations has also been giving attention to disability inclusion. In June 2019, the UN
Secretary General spearheaded the launching of the United Nations Disability Inclusion
Strategy, during which he emphasized that the United Nations, as an organization, should
itself should lead by example, apply the adopted strategy, and even raise its standards on
disability inclusion. The United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy “reaffirms that the full
and complete realization of the human rights of all persons with disabilities is an inalienable,
integral and indivisible part of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

Rotary International and the United Nations: two respected and worldwide organizations
giving premium and much needed support to our brethren with disabilities.



32nd REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Rtn. Marius Angara led the recitation
of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 32nd Regular Meeting had
PD John Cenica as Program
Moderator/Facilitator.

Enthusiastically sounding the
bell, Pres. Hermie Esguerra
called the meeting to order.

The live singing of the Philippine
National Anthem was made more
meaningful by the Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation, featuring
captivating images of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving Father
God, Rtn. Carlos Buendia led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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Singing the Philippine Rotary
Hymn together, everybody’s
Rotarian spirit was again electrified.

The Moderator acknowledged and
introduced the Visiting Guests and
Rotarians.
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The World Famous Chorale sang
RCM’s signature Welcome Song to the
delight of the guests and visitors.

The World Famous Music
Chorale led the members in
singing the RC Manila Hymn.

32nd REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP



The week’s birthday celebrants were duly acknowledged, namely Rtn.
Hansel Tillman, PD Issam Eldebs, Rtn. Rey Vea and Rtn. Joel
Talampas. This was followed by the singing of the Club’s unique and
jolly birthday song, led by the World Famous Music Chorale.
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RCMFI Chairman/PD Pepo Nunez
delivered his report. 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra gave a
rundown of the week’s highlights
during the President’s time.

32nd REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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Pres. Arvin Reyes of Rotaract Club of Manila
and Pres. Chloe Say of Rotaract Club of Dela
Salle University shared their respective club’s
accomplishments, inspiring growth, and
current status.

Committee Chairman/Rtn. Inov Talusan and Co-Chairman/
Rtn. Rami Chahwan presented the RCM Digital Library Project.

Club Secretary Edwin
Hernandez introduced
the Digitalization of
RCM Library Project.

32nd REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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Important  and interesting matters were further discussed and
clarified during the open forum participated by IPD Amading
Valdez, Dir. Hans Palacios, Rtn. Nagi Zeitouini, DGN Jackie
Rodriguez, Past Dir. John Cutter and STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his closing remarks and adjourned the meeting.

32nd REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of March 29, 2023, 11:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 18



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 19



CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Know Your STAR Rotarians

MAGSAYSAY, JESUS VICENTE E. “JV” 

Born: July 15, Married Nov. 4 to Maria Milagros Esperanza Habana
Sponsor:  DGN Jackie Rodriguez
2023 March 16, Filipino
Logging and Wood Products - Lumber and Wood Products Exporting
Chairman, Woodrich Agri Technology (WATCO) Corp.
Office: SBMC Compound Argonaut Highway SBFZ, Zambales 
Email: magsbma@gmail.com

ANDRES, AEROLD L.

Born: July 18, Married 
Sponsor: PD John Cenica 
2023 March 16, Filipino 
Petroleum Products – Lubricating Oil Distributing
General Manager, Franklin Baker
National Highway San Pablo Laguna
Email Address: aerold945@gmail.com

OBRADO, DANIEL C.

Born: April 19
Sponsor: DGN Jackie Rodriguez
2023 March 16, Spanish
Health Service – Health Maintenance Organization
Deputy CEO and Chief Operations Officer
Level 2, Gateway Tower, Gen. Aguinaldo St. 
Araneta Center, Quezon City
Email: Daniel.obrado@keralty.com

mailto:aerold945@gmail.com
mailto:Daniel.obrado@keralty.com


CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Pre-Board Retreat Meeting

Pre-Board Retreat Meeting was held last Tuesday, March 28, 2023 10AM via
Zoom. Present were PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan, VPE/VP Reggie Yu, Directors-
elect/Directors Johnny Chotrani, Albert Alday, Hans Palacios, Jujut Enriquez and
Mike Albana, IS/Sec. Edwin Hernandez, IT  PJ Garcia, IAS Willie Pelino and
Incoming Internal Auditor/PD Nick Locsin.



RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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Sponsors of RCM Golf Cup



MATERNAL AND CHILD CARE
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Maternal and Child Care Committee Chairman
PD John Cenica Spearheads RCM Pediatric Medical

Mission in Partnership with South City Hospital Medical
Center and City Government and Councilors of Bacoor

Around 8 Pediatric Doctors attended and 7 nurses and staff assisted, all from South City Hospital
and Medical Center.

The Rotary Club of Manila generously provided almost all the medicine given to the patients and
logistics needed for this mission.

We treated 51 pediatric patients with ages ranging from one month to ten years old, with various
medical problems like allergic rhinitis, phimosis, and upper respiratory tract infection.

Last March 24, the RCM Maternal and Child
Care headed by PD John Cenica, with PE Raffy
Alunan as Chairman, held a Pediatric Medical
Mission together with the Department of
Pediatrics of South City Hospital and Medical
Center in Daang Hari, Bacoor, Cavite. The
mission was supported by the city government
and councilors of Bacoor who brought patients
from different barangays.



MATERNAL AND CHILD CARE
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PE/ Dir Raffy Alunan dropped by Chairman PD John Cenica's maternal and child
care initiative.



RECOGNITION CORNER

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 25

Asst. Secretary Mike Albaña
Sworn in as Trustee of

Tourism Congress of the Philippines

Congratulations to Asst. Secretary Mike Albaña who recently took his oath of office
as one of the trustees of Tourism Congress of the Philippines.



RECOGNITION CORNER
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NDC Showcases Startup Venture Fund (SVF)
and VC Partners in Startup Mixer

RCM, your start-ups are welcome for funding as long as they are pioneering,
developmental, and preferably innovative and digital.

Rtn. Anton Mauricio
General Manager
National Development Company (NDC)



RECOGNITION CORNER
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NDC Showcases Startup Venture Fund (SVF)
and VC Partners in Startup Mixer



RECOGNITION CORNER

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 28

NDC Showcases Startup Venture Fund (SVF)
and VC Partners in Startup Mixer
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NDC Showcases Startup Venture Fund (SVF)
and VC Partners in Startup Mixer



SDG/PRES. HERMIE S. ESGUERRA
Publisher



BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

Editor-in-Chief



SDG/SAG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser



RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
DDCC/VP REGINALD T. YU

Managing Editors



RTN. ALVIN R. AMPIL
Contributing Editor



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant



RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ

Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES
Fund Coordinator



RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.

Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
President



FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA

Immediate Past President



REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU
Vice President



Directors



ALBERT “HANS” C. PALACIOS

ALBERT S. ALDAY
RAFAEL “RAFFY” M. ALUNAN III

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ANTONIO “TONY” S. LOPEZ

EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ III
JOSE “PEPO” A. NUÑEZ JR.

(Ex Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JOSELITO “LITO” H. SIBAYAN

(Ex Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary



KARLO EUGENE JOSEF “KARLO” M. CASTRO

Club Treasurer



RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser



JASON M. BOGOVICH

NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms



MICHAEL JAEY “MIKE” C. ALBAÑA

Assistant Club Secretary



PAUL JOSEPH “PJ” M. GARCIA
Assistant Club Treasurer



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2022-2023

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2022-2023

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAMB.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM
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