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RCM's 32nd Weekly Membership Meeting

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: March 23, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 12:30 PM
VENUE: Taft Ballroom, Conrad Manila

 
MODERATOR: PD JOHN CENICA

Part I
12:15 PM

12:30 PM  PRESIDENT HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

RTN. CARLOS BUENDIA

AVP of RCM Music Chorale

RTN. MARIUS ANGARA

Video Presentation

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Rotarian Pledge 

The Four (4) Way Test

Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests 

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

RTN. HANSEL TILLMANN
PD ISSAM ELDEBS
RTN. REY VEA
RTN. JOEL TALAMPAS

March 17
March 19
March 20
March 20

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song RCM WF Music Chorale

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC. PD JOSE A. NUÑEZ
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.         

PRESIDENT’S TIME PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA



PHENOMENAL ROTARACT CLUB REPORTS
Rotaract Club of Manila
Arvin Christopher Reyes, President
 
Rotaract Club of De La Salle University - Manila
Chloe Say, President

RCM's 32nd Weekly Membership Meeting

Part II

Part III INTRODUCTION OF DIGITALIZATION OF        
RCM LIBRARY PROJECT

SECRETARY EDWIN HERNANDEZ

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA2:00 PM

OPEN FORUM

PRESENTATION OF THE RCM DIGITAL
LIBRARY

RTN. FERDINAND TALUSAN
Committee Chairman, RCM Digitalization
                                                                                          
RTN. RAMI CHAHWAN
Co-Chairman, RCM Digitalization
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FERDINAND E. TALUSAN
Innovative and Strategic Management Executive

Infrastructure & Information System/Solutions Architect
Dasmarinas City Cavite, Philippines

SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

My dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

As President of the Rotary Club of Manila, it has been 
an incredible privilege to witness and be a part of all 
the amazing work that we have achieved this past 
week. From reviewing the successful hosting of RYLA
2023 to discussing our various projects with the 
respective Committees, I could not be more proud 
and inspired by what we have accomplished together. 

Our relentless dedication to our mission is evident in the
Accomplishment Report covering July 2022 to March 2023, 
which was reviewed by me alongside our Board and Committee Chairmen last Tuesday. 
We are presenting the report today during the District Team Visit.

Here's an overview of the meetings and events I attended this week.

RYLA 2023 Review
Thursday, 16 March 2023, 4:00 p.m.

After our successful hosting of RYLA 2023 on March 11 and 12, we had a meeting last
Thursday to discuss the RYLA financial report. The meeting was attended by RYLA 2023
Chairman VP Reggie Yu, Grant Chair STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay and the RCM Secretariat.
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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9th Monthly District Meeting and Fellowship Summer Outing
Sunday, 19 March 2023, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight

I joined the 9th Monthly District Meeting and Fellowship Summer Outing held in Lemerish
Beachotel in Lemery, Batangas.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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11th Charter Anniversary and 12th Handover & Induction
Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of Manila Quiapo Central
Monday, 20 March 2023, 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

I attended the 11th Charter Anniversary and 12th Handover & Induction Ceremonies of the
Rotary Club of Manila Quiapo Central last Monday at Great Eastern Hotel in Quezon City. 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Review the Accomplishment Report Covering July 2022 to March 2023
Tuesday, 21 March 2023, 4:00 p.m.

I invited the members of the Board and Committee Chairmen to a meeting via Zoom to
review the accomplishment report covering July 2022 to March 2023. Vice President Reggie
Yu, Dir. Johnny Chotrani, Dir. Albert Alday, Sec. Edwin Hernandez, Treas. Karlo Castro, Asst.
Sec. Mike Albaña, Board Legal Adviser Raoul Creencia, Asst. Treasurer PJ Garcia, Sergeant-at-
Arms Nagi Zeitouni (Chairman, Sports Committee), Rtn. Rami Chahwan (Co-Chairman, Sports
Committee and RCM Archive & Library Digitalization Committee), PD John Cutter (Chairman,
Disease Prevention and Treatment Committee), Rtn. Inov Talusan (Chairman, RCM Archive
and Library Digitalization Committee), and STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay (Chairman, Grant
Committee) attended the meeting.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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I also joined meetings of various committees by phone, such as the RCM Archive and Library
Digitalization Committee meeting for the ongoing digitalization of RCM records, as well as
the meeting of the House Committee to discuss House concerns and complete the weekly
meeting schedules covering the second half of March, April, May and June 2023.

I am also proud to share that our new daughter club, the Rotary Club of Abra de Ilog Central,
presented us with a Certification of Appreciation and Recognition for our moral as well as
financial support in the chartering of the Rotary Club of Abra de Ilog Central. 

It’s humbling to see how much progress we have made as a team, and I am confident that if
we continue working together towards achieving our goals, there is no limit to what we can
do!

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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The July 21, 2023 issue of Balita gleefully
expressed the Editorial Board’s delight and
excitement when President Hermie Esguerra
made the announcement about a project to
digitally archive our records, documents, and
library materials. This project has since been
patiently pursued, and in this week’s regular
Club meeting, the Chair and Co-Chair will
update the Manila Rotarians of the status of
the on-going digitalization of the documents. 

The Rotary Club of Manila, the first in Asia, is more than a century old. It is impressive that,
throughout the more than 100 years of its existence, our Rotary Club has been able to
preserve the actual hard copies of important documents and records. To reiterate what was
said in July 2022, the documents that are dedicatedly stored in our office in Ermita serve as
repositories of the RCM’s heritage and rich history. 

More specifically, among the records tacked in our library is the complete set of Balita, which
has assiduously reported and chronicled our Rotary Club activities since 1920 when the first
fortnightly issue was published. Our office library showcases the vintage editions of Balita,
starting with the 1948 series. They are all hardbound and lovingly tacked in glass-covered
shelves in our Ermita office. 
 
If one would take a look at these old editions of our Balita, immediately noticeable is that the
pages of the newsletter reflect the monumental and unparalleled journey of our Rotary Club
–- the meetings, programs, projects and fellowship activities. The articles and photos also
share the thoughts and mindset of the Club leaders at the time, the mood of the era, as well
as the challenges faced and actions taken to overcome them. What is more, an assortment
of stories about historical pivots and turns are also featured. All these Balita issues over the
past century form part and parcel of our Rotary’s Club’s evolving story. All these are integral
to our Rotary Club’s great legacy.
 
Although Balita started coming out with a digital format in 2020, all past publications were
issued solely in hard copies. Therefore, preserving and storing copies of our newsletter and
important Club documents in digital form, and ensuring their easy access by the current and
future Manila Rotarians, is a truly fitting way to pay homage and tribute to our Rotary Club’s
colorful, radiant and deep history.

In fine, the digitalization program is one that merits the support of everyone.



Rtn. Senen T. Mangalile
Managing Editor, balita

FROM DISTANT SHORES

Education and Visibility
Remarks delivered by Consul General Senen T. Mangalile at the Membership Meeting

of the Queensborough West Rotary Club on 19 March 2023

Ms. Stella Piscano, Queensborough Rotary
Club President; President-Elect Mario
Dalman; fellow Rotarians; dear guests and
friends of Rotary: good morning. 

Thank you for inviting me to your meeting
today. It is one of Rotary’s pleasures to visit
other Clubs, and I am doubly delighted that
today I am able not only to visit but also to
address you. You are the first Rotary Club in
the United States that I have visited, and I
hope this visit will not be the last.

I have been a member of the Rotary Club of
Manila since 2021, the same year I became a
Paul Harris Fellow. The Rotary Club of Manila
or RCM as we fondly refer to it, is the first
Rotary Club in Asia, having received its
Charter, Charter No. 478, on June 1st, 1919, a
mere 14 years since Rotary was founded,
and seven years since Rotary had gone
international. The club would be the only one
in the country for more than 12 years.
Eventually, RCM organized Rotary clubs in
the Philippine cities of Cebu (1932) and Iloilo
(1933). In 1939, the Rotary Club of Guam,
was organized as RCM’s first overseas
daughter club. From all the RCM daughter
clubs came all the other Rotary clubs in the
Philippines to date. 

Throughout its 103-year history, RCM has
pioneered various projects covering the
whole spectrum of the five avenues of Rotary
service. Among the organizations established
by the Club are the Boy Scouts of the
Philippines, Community Chest Foundation,
Philippine Band of Mercy, Philippine Cancer
Society, Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, Philippine Tourism Association,
Philippine Rotary Pacemaker Bank
Foundation, Sagip-Kabataan (Save the
Children) Foundation, RCM Eyebank
Foundation, several school and community-
based Rotaract and Interact youth clubs, and
many others. In 1979, Rotary International
began its historic fight to end polio with its
first polio immunization project in Makati, a
city outside of Manila.

Rtn. Senen Mangalile addresses the members
of Queensborough West Rotary Club, a
predominantly Filipino-American Club in
Queens, New York City.
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FROM DISTANT SHORES

Right now, RCM and other Rotary Clubs
in the Philippines have commenced
preparations for a massive event, the
Rotary International Convention in 2028.
Yes, it will be held in the Philippines,
most likely at the SM Mall of Asia Arena
and SMX Convention Center. It would be
the great pleasure of Filipino Rotarians to
welcome Filipino-American Rotarians to
the 2028 RI Convention, and so I hope to
see you all there.

My Rotary classification is Government –
Consular Service. And that is exactly
what has brought me to New York City.
Last January 6th, I assumed my duties as
Consul General of the Philippines in New
York, with responsibility for nine other
states, from Maine in the north to
Delaware in the south and Pennsylvania
to the west.

In case you are wondering what a Consul
or Consul General does, our mission
includes protecting our country’s
interests in these parts of the United
States; enhancing commercial, economic,
cultural and scientific relations between
the Philippines and the US Northeast;
helping and assisting Filipino nationals in
cases of difficulty; issuing passports and
travel documents to our nationals, visas
or appropriate documents to persons
wishing to travel to the Philippines; and
acting as notary and civil registrar and in
capacities of a similar kind.

In the past few years, especially those
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, the
demands for our consular services could
not have been greater. One of the not-
so-nice things that keep us busy in these
recent times was the more pronounced
rise in cases of anti-Asian hate. And
much like all hate crimes and  prejudices, 

these are borne out of ignorance. This
darkness of Asian Hate is best
counteracted with education and
visibility. Through your actions, we must
inform the rest of the people in our
communities about the positive
contributions of Filipino-Americans to
the economy and to the fabric of
American society itself. And we must
shine a stronger light on the outstanding
achievements of Filipino-Americans in
various fields, ranging from sports to e-
finance, civil engineering to health care,
military service to religious chaplaincy,
and so on. 

PDG Anthony Civitano, who was
instrumental in establishing the Club,
presented Rtn. Senen with a pennant of
his own club, Flushing Rotary NY U.S.A.
(5054). 
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FROM DISTANT SHORES
The major agenda item of your meeting today – the Club’s involvement in the “Rotary Day of
Service”, which is scheduled in May, is one such activity that could enhance the visibility of
Filipino-Americans. In the true spirit of Rotary which is Service Above Self, and of the
Philippine spirit of bayanihan, we serve not only our own members but the entire community
as well. Through this project, I hope the community here in Woodside will see that the
Rotarians in their midst will do anything to keep the community clean, safe and welcoming to
everyone. We at the Consulate General wish you well in this endeavor, and may this project
become an opportunity for service and for fostering unity among all Filipino-Americans in
this part of New York. 

My warmest wishes and best regards to the officers and members of Queensborough West
Rotary Club. Consider us at the Consulate General as your partners and allies in making this
world a safer, more inclusive, and more tolerant place. 

Maraming salamat po at mabuhay tayong lahat!

The customary photo taking ensued after the meeting was adjourned.

The citation of appreciation marks
the Consul General’s visit to the
Club.  
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31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Rtn. Ronald Martinez led the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 31st Regular Meeting had
AT PJ Garcia as Program
Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres.
Hermie Esguerra called
the meeting to order.

The live singing of the Philippine
National Anthem was made more
meaningful and alive by the Rotary
Club of Manila Audiovisual
Presentation, featuring captivating
images of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving Father
God, STAR Rtn. Billy Andal led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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Singing the Philippine Rotary
Hymn together, everybody’s
Rotarian spirit was again electrified.

The Moderator acknowledged
and introduced the Visiting
Guests and Rotarians.
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This was followed by the World
Famous Chorale’s singing of RCM’s
signature Welcome Song to the delight
of the guests and visitors.

The World Famous Music
Chorale led the members in
singing the RC Manila Hymn.

31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP



The week’s birthday celebrants were duly acknowledged, namely Rtn.
JB Pallasigue and STAR Rtn. Benedict Ibuyan. This was followed by
the singing of the Club’s unique and jolly birthday song, led by the
World Famous Music Chorale.
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AEROLD L. ANDRES 
Vice President for Business Development Wharfslube Corporation 
Classification: Petroleum Products-Lubricating Oil Distributing 

Proposer: PD John Cenica

New Members were presented by their respective Sponsors, namely:

31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP



31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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JESUS VICENTE E. MAGSAYSAY 
Chairman, Woodrich AGRI Technology (WATCO) Corporation
Classification: Logging and Wood Products – Lumber and Wood Products Exporting

Proposer: DGN Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez Sr.

DANIEL C. OBRADO 
Chief Executive Officer, KERALTY PHILIPPINES 
Classification: Health Service – Health Maintenance Organization 

Proposer: DGN Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez Sr.



31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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DGN Jackie Rodriguez led the charging of new members.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra officiated the Induction of the new members.



31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

RCMFI Asst. Treas. Willie
Peliño, Chairman RCM Golf Cup,
gave a status report about the
upcoming golf tournament
dubbed as the RCM Cup, to be
held at Sta. Elena Golf Club.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
gave his weekly update to
the Manila Rotarians
during the President’s
time.

Guest of Honor Speaker Mr.
Margarito “Gary” V. Teves
delivered his interesting and
thought-provoking speech.

PD Rod Valencia introduced the
Guest of Honor and Speaker Mr.
Margarito “Gary” V. Teves, Former
Secretary of the Department of
Finance and Former Member of the
House of Representatives.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 24



31st REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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A Special Token of Appreciation
was given by Pres. Hermie
Esguerra to the Guest Speaker. 

Important and
interesting matters
were further
discussed and
elucidated during the
open forum
participated by Dir.
Tony Lopez, PP
Archit Bartolome
and AT PJ Garcia.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his
closing remarks and adjourned the
meeting.

A Special Token of Appreciation was
also given by the Program Chairman
Amading Valdez.



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of March 22, 2023, 11:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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RCManila Foundation Ways and Means Committee met last Thursday,
March 16, 2023, 4:00 p.m. at the Hexagon, RCBC Tower in Makati City. 

Present during the meeting were RCMFI Pres. Lito Sibayan (Chairman, Ways
and Means Committee), Rtn. Rocco Sarmiento, Rtn. Xavy Zialcita (host of the
meeting), RCM Asst Treas. PJ Garcia, Rtn. Warren So, RCMFI Asst Treas. Willie
Peliño (Chairman, RCM Golf Cup) and Rtn. Micray Gonzales.

RCManila Foundation Ways and Means
Committee Meeting



WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
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Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Committee
under Chairman BLA Raoul Creencia

Completes a WASH Station
at Isabelo Delos Reyes Elementary School

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Committee under Chairman BLA Raoul
Creencia successfully completed a WASH station at Isabelo Delos Reyes Elementary
School in Tondo, Manila.
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DE/Dir. Albert Alday Attends the Weekly Membership
Meeting of the Rotary Club of Cebu,

Daughter Club of the Rotary Club of Manila

DE/Dir. Albert Alday attended the
Weekly Membership Meeting of
the Rotary Club of Cebu, daughter
club of the Rotary Club of Manila,
on March 16, 2023 at the
Waterfront Hotel and Casino,
Lahug, Cebu City.

COGS IN THE WHEEL



COGS IN THE WHEEL
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DGN Jackie Rodriguez is Guest Speaker and Panelist
at the Second Philippine Leadership Forum

District Governor Nominee Jackie Rodriguez was guest speaker and panelist at the
second Philippine Leadership Forum on West Philippine Sea held on March 18, 2023
at the University of the Philippines.



RECOGNITION CORNER
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Rtn. Jed Dayang Conferred
the Honorary Membership by 2430 Rotary District/

Rotary Club of Ankara International



RECOGNITION CORNER
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Philippine Orthopedic Center to Receive PRIME-HRM
Bronze Aware through its Medical Center Chief II,

Rtn. Brix Pujalte



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Flag Exchange with the
Rotary Club of San Jose USA

Flag exchange with the Rotary Club of San Jose (RCSJ) President Sal
Pizarro. RCSJ has over 480 members and is a prime mover in the
heart of Silicon Valley, the tech capital of the world.

- PDG Vince Carlos

Announcing again the award to Manila as
the 2028 RI Convention venue while on the
Bay Area roadshow



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Flag Exchange with the
Rotary Club of San Francisco Chinatown USA

Flag and pin exchange with the Rotary Club of San Francisco Chinatown (RCSFC)
President Rhonda Pierce before a sumptuous lauriat menu. SF’s Chinatown has the
longest history in the US. They look forward to know more about Manila as 2028 RI
Conference host.

- PDG Vince Carlos



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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DGN Jackie Rodriguez Presents Token
of Recognition to Rtn. Kenji Mori

of RC Kazuha Osaka, Japan

DGN Jackie Rodriguez presented on March 29, 2023 to Rtn. Kenji Mori of the Rotary
Club Kazuha Osaka, Japan the token of recognition received during the Valedictory
Meeting of the late PP Bobby Joseph. 

The award was given to Rtn. Kenji Mori for his many services and donations given
to our country through the Rotary Club of Manila. Rtn. Mori bid farewell to Manila
Rotarians after receiving the club's token of appreciation since he is ill.



SDG/PRES. HERMIE S. ESGUERRA
Publisher



BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

Editor-in-Chief



SDG/SAG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser



RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
DDCC/VP REGINALD T. YU

Managing Editors



RTN. ALVIN R. AMPIL
Contributing Editor



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant



RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ

Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES
Fund Coordinator



RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.

Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
President



FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA

Immediate Past President



REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU
Vice President



Directors



ALBERT “HANS” C. PALACIOS

ALBERT S. ALDAY
RAFAEL “RAFFY” M. ALUNAN III

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ANTONIO “TONY” S. LOPEZ

EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ III
JOSE “PEPO” A. NUÑEZ JR.

(Ex Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JOSELITO “LITO” H. SIBAYAN

(Ex Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary



KARLO EUGENE JOSEF “KARLO” M. CASTRO

Club Treasurer



RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser



JASON M. BOGOVICH

NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms



MICHAEL JAEY “MIKE” C. ALBAÑA

Assistant Club Secretary



PAUL JOSEPH “PJ” M. GARCIA
Assistant Club Treasurer



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

RY 2022-2023

EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2022-2023

B.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAMB.O.D. & EXECUTIVE OFFICERS | EDITORIAL TEAM

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 39

mailto:rcmanila@rcmanila.org

