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Our country must continue to forge ahead and move on from the economically
devastating pandemic as quickly as possible and return to the pre-existing development
trajectory. Economic studies indicate that the pandemic has set our country back at least
four years – considering that a 9% decline in GDP (about 11% in per capita terms) is
equivalent to three or four years of strong growth. To be able to successfully recover, our
leaders must undoubtedly waste no time and exhibit the ruthless determination to
elevate economic growth as the country’s overriding development objective. 

 MR. MARGARITO “GARY” B. TEVES
  Former Secretary of the Department of Finance
Former Member of the House of Representatives
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RCM'S 31ST WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: March 16, 2023, Thursday

TIME: 12:30 PM
VENUE: Taft Ballroom, Conrad Manila

 
MODERATOR: Assistant Treasurer PAUL JOSEPH GARCIA

Part I
12:15 PM

12:30 PM  PRESIDENT HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

STAR RTN. BILLY ANDAL

AVP of RCM Music Chorale

RTN. RONALD MARTINEZ

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Rotarian Pledge & The Four (4) Way Test

Philippine Rotary Hymn

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests 

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

RTN. JB PALLASIGUE
STAR RTN. BENEDICT IBUYAN

March 11
March 11

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song RCM WF Music Chorale



PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS BY SPONSORS

AEROLD L. ANDRES
Vice President for Business Development Wharfslube Corporation
Classification: Petroleum Products-Lubricating Oil Distributing
Proposer: PD John Cenica
 
JESUS VICENTE E. MAGSAYSAY
Chairman, Woodrich AGRI Technology (WATCO) Corp.
Classification: Logging and Wood Products – Lumber and 
Wood Products Exporting
Proposer: DGN Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez, Sr.
 
DANIEL C. OBRADO
Chief Executive Officer, KERALTY PHILIPPINES
Classification: Health Service – Health Maintenance Organization
Proposer: DGN Joaquin “Jackie” Rodriguez, Sr.

RCM'S 31ST WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Part II

PRESIDENT’S TIME PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA

Part III

CHARGING OF NEW MEMBERS DGN JOAQUIN “Jackie” RODRIGUEZ

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA

RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST OF HONOR AND
SPEAKER

Address
MR. MARGARITO “Gary” B. TEVES
Former Secretary of the Department of Finance
Former Member of the House of Representatives
TOPIC: ENTREPRENEUR AND PROFESSIONAL
LIVING THE FOUR-WAY TEST

Part IV PD CONGRESSMAN ROD VALENCIA

RCMFI ASST. TREAS. WILLIE PELIÑO                        
Chairman, RCM GOLF CUP

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA2:00 PM

OPEN FORUM

PRESIDENT HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
IPD DEAN AMADO D. VALDEZ
Programs Committee Chairman

PRESENTATION OF THE CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION



GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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 MR. MARGARITO “GARY” B. TEVES
  Former Secretary of the Department of Finance
Former Member of the House of Representatives
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

RC Manila Weekly Membership Meeting
Thursday, 9 March 2023

Last week's Weekly Membership Meeting was another successful and exciting meeting, not
only because it was a face-to-face gathering but also due to the presence of Honorable
Enrique Manalo, Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, as our Guest of Honor and
Speaker.
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My dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

Last week was filled with important meetings and
activities that help us continue our mission of serving
and making a positive impact in our community. I'd like
to take this opportunity to give you all an overview of
the activities and meetings I attended.

With me welcoming Honorable Enrique Manalo, Secretary of the Department of Foreign
Affairs, at the lobby of New World Makati Hotel were DGN Jackie Rodriguez, Dir. Johnny
Chotrani, Dir. Hans Palacios, Asst. Sec Mike Albaña, Program Chairman PD Amading Valdez
and Rtn. Ray Davis



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Yours truly informing the Manila Rotarians of our Club’s undertakings during the
"President's Time"

Organizational Meeting of Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
Thursday, 9 March 2023, 2:30 p.m.

We had the RYLA Organizational Meeting last Thursday at the Ballroom of the New World
Makati Hotel to discuss RYLA 2023 which was held on March 11 and 12, 2023. Present at the
meeting were VP Reggie Yu, Dir. Albert Alday, Grant Chairman Aries Balanay and STAR Rtn.
Paul Koh MD.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 13

Wake of Mrs. Pilar Vasquez, Mother of Rtn. Junjie Vazquez
Thursday, 9 March 2023

VP Reggie Yu, Dir Albert Alday, Grant Chair/STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay and STAR Rtn. Paul Koh
and I went to the wake of Mrs. Pilar Vasquez, mother of Rtn. Junjie Vazquez, at The Heritage
Chapel in Taguig City.

Organizational Meeting of Alay Lakad
Friday, 10 March 2023

I attended the
organizational meeting
of Alay Lakad via Zoom
last Friday, March 10.
Present at the meeting
were Alay Lakad
President / RCM PP
Frank Evaristo, PDG
John Siy of Lions
International 301 A4,
and Jojo Domingo of
DPWH. 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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RYLA 2023
Saturday and Sunday, 11 and 12 March 2023

The Rotary Club of Manila proudly hosted the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) 2023
held last weekend, March 11 and 12, at the Selah Garden and Selah Pods Hotel in Pasay City. 

An unprecedented 127 young delegates from 41 Rotary Clubs attended the one-and-a-half-
day training camp for future community leaders.  

The participants had a stimulating and enriching time of training, lecture sessions and
activities with the theme, "Imagining Tomorrow's Leaders". 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Meeting of Alay Lakad Board of Trustees
Tuesday, 14 March 2023

I hosted the Alay Lakad Board of Trustees Meeting led by Pres. Frank Evaristo, VP John Siy,
Dir. John Guidotong, Dir. Tutchi Tutica, Dir. Augusto Chua, Dir. Joe Redoblado and Dir. Ryan
Ferdinand Callanta.  

Also in attendance were Alay Lakad Foundation, Inc. (ALFI) PDG Anson Ong and his wife, Mrs.
Consuelo Ong of Lions Club District 308A4, Dr. Teruko Haga from Japan and Ms. Lilia Torres
of GSP. 

Alay Lakay 2023 is tentatively scheduled on June 4, 2023. 

It has been an honor and a privilege to witness the events of this past week as our Club
continues to empower young leaders in their journey towards making positive contributions
to society. Through such initiatives, we can continue inspiring more people every day to
become agents of change. 

As president, I am proud of all that RC Manila has achieved throughout these few days and
look forward with great anticipation for what lies ahead. 

Together, let us keep on creating a more meaningful and lasting impact in our community.

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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We all know that it is through Rotary that people from
different backgrounds and cultures come together and,
in friendship and solidarity, serve side by side to improve
and rebuild lives and communities. The amazing thing
about interacting with like-minded individuals (who
believe in the service-above-self mantra) and of meeting
fellow Rotarians anywhere in the world is the instant
connection and recognition that you both have
something special in common. All of a sudden, you see
the Rotarian thread that underlies the fabric. In an
instant, you are inspired by what a newfound friend and
fellow Rotarian has done and continues to do for the
service of Rotary. Suddenly, you recognize the other
person  as  among the  1.4 million  in the  world  who has  
contributed and continues to contribute in making the Rotary wheel moving. 

Last week, Manila Rotarians led by President Hermie Esguerra attended the anniversary ball
of RCM’s sister club, the Rotary Club of Kowloon East (RCKE). Twin clubs, or sister clubs, are
two clubs from different countries that form a long-term relationship to promote
international understanding and goodwill and carry out service projects in their
communities. RCM and RCKE have been sister clubs since 1975.

From the warm welcome at the HKIA on Day 1, to the welcome dinner and karaoke session
later that evening, and also during the anniversary ball the following day, all the way to the
farewell lunch on Day 3, Manila Rotarians gleefully experienced the hospitality and warm
friendship of RCKE officers and members. Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Bangkok, as well
as the Rotary Club of Taipei were also there, as they too attended the RCKE Anniversary. The
laughter, banter, singing, and formal discussions about partnerships for service animated
the memorable trip.

Worth mentioning is the RCKE Anniversary Ball, which was clearly well organized. One cannot
help but be impressed with the amount of preparation that went into it. The program was
well structured, the speeches were kept short, and the cultural presentations interspersed
during the night certainly added color and excitement. The Grand Ballroom filled with
Rotarians was a sight to behold, something that can only be imagined or hoped for during
the height of the pandemic. 

Parenthetically, we do know that the Rotary Club of Manila, First in Asia, is the mother of all clubs
in this part of the world. It is, therefore, interesting and inspiring to note that today, the most
number of Rotarians in the world is in Asia, which is 387,663 (N.B.- there are 337,842 Rotarians in
the US, Canada and the Carribean; 295,099 in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East; and more or
less 170,000 spread in Central/South America, Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand).

BALITA always features photos of Manila Rotarians interacting with fellow Rotarians from
other Clubs from other parts of the globe, and there have been a lot of them lately (after
travelling overseas took a hiatus because of the lockdowns). As members of the oldest
Rotary Club in Asia, we must indeed take the lead in establishing and maintaining strong ties
with our fellow Rotarians, not only in Asia, but around the world.



30TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

STAR Rtn. Joel Talampas led the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 30th Regular Club Meeting
had PDG Vince Carlos as
Program Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres.
Hermie Esguerra called
the meeting to order.

The singing of the Philippine National
Anthem was made more meaningful
and alive by the Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation, featuring
captivating images of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving Father
God, STAR Rtn. Ed Cabangon led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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30TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The singing of the Philippine Rotary
Hymn once again electrified the Rotarian
spirit of everyone in attendance.

The World Famous Chorale sang
RCM’s signature Welcome Song to
the delight of the guests and visitors.
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The week’s birthday celebrants were
duly acknowledged, namely Pres.
Hermie Esguerra, Rtn. Tong Payumo,
Rtn. Jun Alvarez, Rtn. Bren Egan and
Rtn. Nilo Aventura. This was followed
by the singing of the Club’s unique and
jolly birthday song, led by the World
Famous Music Chorale.

The Moderator acknowledged and
introduced the Visiting Guests and
Rotarians.



30TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Another impressive account of
the past week’s activities of the
Club was presented by Pres.
Hermie Esguerra during the
President’s Time.

DGN Jackie Rodriguez
introduced the Guest of Honor
and Speaker, Hon. Enrique A.
Manalo, Secretary of the
Department of Foreign Affairs.
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The Club’s Guest of Honor and
Speaker, Hon. Enrique A. Manalo,
delivered his a well-received speech.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra and DGN
Jackie Rodriguez, together with Ms.
Liana Romulo,  presented to
Secretary Manalo the Outstanding
Ambassador Award, jointly conferred
by the Rotary Club of Manila and the
Carlos P. Romulo Foundation for
Peace and Development. 



30TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Ms. Liana Romulo, who represented
the Carlos P. Romulo Foundation
for Peace and Development,
delivered her greetings and message
of solidarity.

A Special Token by ALC Group of
Companies, represented by STAR
Rtn. Edgard Cabangon (Chairman,
ALC Media Group) was likewise
given to Secretary Manalo.
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Secretary Manalo likewise received a
Special Token of Appreciation from
Program Committee Chairman
Amading Valdez.



30TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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During the open forum, additional important  and interesting matters
were elucidated, through the questions and comments of PE/Dir.
Raffy Alunan, Dir. Tony Lopez and PD Beda Fajardo.

As a fitting way to wind down the
program, the World Famous Music
Chorale led the members in singing
the RC Manila Hymn.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his
closing remarks and adjourned the
meeting.



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of March 15, 2023, 11:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Liezl Dominado, licensed librarian from Philippine National University, with 3rd year college
students of Bachelor of Science in Library and Information

Ongoing Digitalization of Archives and
Records at the Rotary Club of Manila Office





RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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To our sponsors, THANK YOU VERY MUCH for your support to RCM
AND RCMFI GOLF TOURNAMENT AT THE STA. ELENA GOLF CLUB
ON MONDAY, June 19, 2023. Funds raised will be used to finance
the RCM’s four Areas of Focus: Education and Literacy, Medical
Assistance, Children and Elderly Program, and Community
Economic Development.



YOUTH SERVICE

Good day, fellow RCMers:

With the last delegates finally checked out
and sent to their homes today, the RYLA
2023 has officially concluded. 

On behalf of the Rotary club of Manila, this
year’s host club, we would like to thank
the 41 Rotary Clubs that sent an
unprecedented 127 young delegates to
this one-and-a-half-day training camp for
future community leaders. These
outstanding participants were clearly
energized by not one, but six high-caliber
speakers — all achievers in their own right
— who shared their invaluable lessons in
leadership spanning a wide gamut of
disciplines: from politics, climate change,
entrepreneurship, entertainment,
humanitarian work to youth
empowerment. 

Truly, Councilor Alfred Vargas,
Congressman Jude Acidre, Miss Earth-Fire
Alexandra Dayrit, Dr. Lance Tan, Red Cross
SG Gwen Pang, SDG Chock Encabo, and
social entrepreneur Shawntel Nieto
inspired our participants in their own
unique ways, engulfing the crowd with
their exclusive brand of enthusiasm.

Seasoned facilitators Reynard Francisco
and Prof. Lec Toribio lent even more soul
to the sessions with their vivacious energy
and engaging workshops. 
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RYLA 2023

The evening fellowship was especially
memorable as 2018 Asia’s Hottest DJ
Angel Villaronte sizzled the evening with
her non-stop danceable medley on
decks!

All in all, RYLA 2023 was a liminal
experience for all of us, not only for
participants, but for the organizing
committee as well. 

We would like to extend our profuse
thanks for the invaluable support of our
DG Joyce Ambray; RCM PLP Hermie
Esguerra; RYLA advisers Boy Carandang
who also served as our co-chair, and
SDG Chock Encabo; DES Mark Eugene
Tan; our 26 co-host clubs; our seven
illustrious speakers; our two facilitators;
our numerous sponsors; our volunteer
team of students who were the actual
workhorses of the event; and, of course,
to our unprecedented 127 delegates,
who made RYLA 2023 a truly historic
event nonpareil! 🙏🏻🙏🏻🙏🏻

VP REGGIE YU
Chairman, RYLA 2023



YOUTH SERVICE
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RYLA 2023



PRESS RELEASE
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Rotary Club of Manila and the Carlos P. Romulo
Foundation for Peace and Development Bestow

the Rotary Club of Manila Carlos P. Romulo
Most Outstanding Ambassador Award on

Hon. Enrique A. Manalo, Secretary
of the Department of Foreign Affairs 



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Flag Exchange with the
Rotary Club of South San Francisco USA

Flag exchange with Rotary Cub of South San Francisco (RCSSF)
President Bryant Orth with PP and RI 5150 DG Gary Chow before
announcing the 2028 RI Convention in Manila.

- PDG Vince Carlos



SDG/PRES. HERMIE S. ESGUERRA
Publisher



BLA RAOUL C. CREENCIA

Editor-in-Chief



SDG/SAG/DIR. ALBERT S. ALDAY
Editorial Adviser



RTN. SENEN T. MANGALILE
DDCC/VP REGINALD T. YU

Managing Editors



RTN. ALVIN R. AMPIL
Contributing Editor



RHEA VITTO TABORA
Editorial Consultant



RCM SECRETARIAT



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary



AMIEL M. HERNANDEZ

Committee Coordinator



GRACE AQUINO-MONTES
Fund Coordinator



RCM OFFICE



543 Arquiza St. cor. Grey St.

Ermita, Manila
Tel. No. 8-527-1886
Fax No. 8-527-1885

Email: rcmanila@rcmanila.org

HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
President



FELIX FRANCISCO "CHITO" S. ZALDARRIAGA

Immediate Past President



REGINALD “REGGIE” T. YU
Vice President



Directors



ALBERT “HANS” C. PALACIOS

ALBERT S. ALDAY
RAFAEL “RAFFY” M. ALUNAN III

JOHNNY N. CHOTRANI
ANTONIO “TONY” S. LOPEZ

EDUARDO “JUJUT” V. ENRIQUEZ III
JOSE “PEPO” A. NUÑEZ JR.

(Ex Officio - Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)
JOSELITO “LITO” H. SIBAYAN

(Ex Officio - President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.)



EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ
Club Secretary
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RAOUL C. CREENCIA
Board Legal Adviser
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NAGI ZEITOUNI
Sergeant-at-Arms
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Assistant Club Secretary
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Assistant Club Treasurer



ANNA KUN TOLEDO
Executive Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
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EDITORIAL TEAM
RY 2022-2023
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