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Our country’s ambassadors who are posted overseas have a wide range of important and
sensitive responsibilities dealing with foreign relations. Each task must be delicately carried
out in a diplomatic manner – all geared toward catering to our country’s needs, and keeping
a positive relationship with the host nation. Ambassadors, by the nature of their work, are
able to establish a unique relationship with the host country, and are thus in a position to
articulate and even help in the development of foreign policy with that nation. As the
country’s official representative, ambassadors offer up our position on many political, social,
and economic platforms. Ultimately, an ambassador’s actions are meant to protect our
nation's interests within the host country. Without doubt, a diplomat plays a huge and
important role, especially in a world where ensuring and preserving good political and
economic relations with other nations is an imperative. 

 HON. ENRIQUE A. MANALO
 Secretary, Department of Foreign Affairs

GUEST OF HONOR AND SPEAKER

ISSUE NO. 3953 | MARCH 9, 2023



Table of Contents

03 Program Timetable

Board of Directors and Executive Officers for 
RY 2022-2023 | Editorial Board for RY 2022-2023

President's Diary

29th Regular Meeting: A Recap

Cogs in the Wheel

05

10

11

16

44

49 Club Administration

Recognition

53

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 02 

54

56

59

Supporting the Environment

45

International Relations

Guest of Honor and Speaker's Profile

Editor's Note

The Outstanding Ambassador Award

Special Feature on Carlos P. Romulo

62



RCM'S 30TH WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
DATE: March 9, 2022, Thursday

TIME: 12:30 PM
VENUE: Ballroom I, New World Makati Hotel

 
MODERATOR: PDG VICENTE “Vince” J. CARLOS

Part I
12:15 PM

12:30 PM  PRESIDENT HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA

STAR RTN. D. EDGARD CABANGON

AVP of RCM (World Famous) Music Chorale

RTN. JOEL TALAMPAS

RCM (World Famous) Music Chorale

Registration 

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test & The Rotarian Pledge

Philippine Rotary Hymn 

Introduction of Visiting Rotarians and Guests 

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

RTN. TONG PAYUMO
PRESIDENT HERMIE ESGUERRA
RTN. JUN ALVAREZ
RTN. BREN EGAN
RTN. NILO AVENTURA

March 7

March 8
March 9

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song RCM (World Famous) Music Chorale

President's Time PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA



INTRODUCTION OF GUEST OF
HONOR AND SPEAKER

Address
HON. ENRIQUE A. MANALO

Secretary
Department of Foreign Affairs

RCM'S 30TH WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part II

Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment

DGN JOAQUIN “Jackie” C. RODRIGUEZ

PRESIDENT HERMINIO S.  ESGUERRA2:00 PM

PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
DGN JOAQUIN “Jackie” C. RODRIGUEZ
Programs Committee Chairman
Chairman of the Outstanding
Ambassador Award

Part III PRESENTATION OF ROTARY CLUB OF
MANILA CARLOS P. ROMULO
Foundation for Peace and Development



HON. ENRIQUE A. MANALO

Secretary
Department of Foreign Affairs

MESSAGE on Behalf of The Carlos P. Romulo 
Foundation for Peace and Development

DGN JOAQUIN “Jackie” C. RODRIGUEZ

Special Token by ALC Group of Companies STAR RTN. D. EDGARD CABANGON
Chairman, ALC Media Group

Special Token by the Chairman of the
RCM Program Committee

PD DEAN AMADO D. VALDEZ

Rotary Club of Manila Hymn RCM (World Famous) Music Chorale



GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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H.E. (Mr.)  ENRIQUE A. MANALO
 Married to Mme. Pamela Louise Hunt, has two sons

PROFESSIONAL CAREER
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PARTICIPATION AT SELECTED INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE



THE OUTSTANDING
AMBASSADOR AWARD
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Citation for The Honorable Enrique A. Manalo



SPECIAL FEATURE:
HON. CARLOS P. ROMULO
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1931: Became a Member
1932: Board of Director
1933: Board of Director
1934: Vice President and Board of Director
1935: President
November 6, 1947: Rotary Club of Manila nominated Ambassador CPR as candidate for
presidency of RI in the annual convention to be held at Rio de Janeiro in June 1948.
1959: Honorary Member
February 22, 1975: Awarded the Paul Harris Memorial Award by the Rotary Club of
Manila 

1935: During the 26th Annual Convention of RI, CPR became the first Rotarian from the
Philippines to be honored with an appointment to the Club Service Committee of RI.
1937: 3rd Vice President in the Board of RI, a unique distinction to be the first and only
Filipino Rotarian to sit on the R.I. Board of Directors without having served as District
Governor. 
1938: One of the 12 board of directors for the year 1938-1939 
August 1938 (until June 1939): One of the five members of the RI Magazine Committee
July 4, 1939: Organized the Rotary Club of Guam
August 30, 1939: THE ROTARY CLUB OF GUAM was admitted as a member of RI as Club
No. 5105
October 25, 1939: Rotary Club of Guam unanimously nominated CPR for next president
of RI
November 1940: Appointed by President of RI Armando De Arruda Pereira as one of the
members of the Committee that studied the problems arising from world conflicts as
they affect RI and its future developments.
1943: Member of the Convention Committee
December 1947: 6,300 Rotary clubs around the world were circularized in the Rotary
campaign for the candidacy of CPR for the presidency of RI.

ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA

 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL (RI)
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United Nations Day Celebration of the Manila Rotary Club at the Manila Hotel, Oct. 25, 1951.

Foreign Secretary Carlos P. Romulo at the head table during the Bacolod Rotary dinner
held at the University Club, October 18, 1951, in which occasion the former UN General
Assembly president pleaded for the ratification of the Japanese and Mutual Aid Treaties.

SPECIAL FEATURE:
HON. CARLOS P. ROMULO
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Addressing the Rotary Club of Manila at the Manila Hotel, February 5,
1948. He was also honored with a citation as one whose “career
exemplifies the highest ideals of Rotary International.”

Past presidents of the Rotary Club of Manila gave a luncheon in
honor of Ambassador Romulo, a past president of the Rotary Club
of Manila and one of the first Filipinos to be elected vice president
of Rotary International. He was re-admitted as an active member.

SPECIAL FEATURE:
HON. CARLOS P. ROMULO
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SPECIAL FEATURE:
HON. CARLOS P. ROMULO
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SPECIAL FEATURE:
HON. CARLOS P. ROMULO



PRESIDENT'S DIARY

Day 3 of Community Service Caravan in Occidental Mindoro
Wednesday, 1 March 2023

7:00 a.m. - Breakfast at the Windmill resort

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

We travelled from SDG Mary Mae Rodrigo’s Windmill Resort in Abra de Ilog to San Jose,
Occidental Mindoro (it was a four-hour trip).

Unveiling of Rotary Wheel and Four-Way Test Marker in Calintaan, Occ.Mindoro
Wednesday, 1 March 2023, 1:15pm

We did the unveiling of the Rotary Marker in Calintaan with the entourage from Manila,
members of RC San Jose (RC Manila’s daughter club), and Mayor Santiago “Sony” Villar Javier
Jr. of Calintaan.
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My dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

Last week has been an eventful one for many of us at the
Rotary Club of Manila. 

From the 5-day Community Service Caravan in Occidental
Mindoro which began on February 27 and concluded on
March, I traveled to Hong Kong on March 4 together with
our RC Manila delegation to attend the 53rd Charter
Anniversary of our sister club, the Rotary Club of Kowloon
East. Not to mention the few meetings I attended in
between. 

Here's a glimpse of all the events, activities and meetings I attended as the President of the
Rotary Club of Manila.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Rotary Club of San Jose Marker in Calintaan, Occidental Mindoro



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Courtesy Visit to Atty. Rey Ladaga, Mayor of San Jose, Occidental Mindoro
Wednesday, 1 March 2023, 3:00 p.m.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Distribution of Eyeglasses and Pneumonia Vaccines in San Jose
National High School
Wednesday, 1 March 2023, 4:00 p.m.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Visited the Mangyan Education Center and Distributed Food Packs and
Old Clothes
Wednesday, 1 March 2023, 5:00 p.m.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Joint Induction of RC San Jose Downtown, RC San Jose Tamaraw and
RC Sablayan Metro at the Divine Word College Gymnasium
Wednesday, 1 March 2023, 8:00 p.m.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Day 4 of Community Service Caravan in Occidental Mindoro
Thursday, 2 March 2023

7:00 a.m. - Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. - Dental care services
12:00 p.m. - Lunch at Sikatuna
2:00 p.m. - Distribution of glasses, medicines and pneumonia vaccines at the San Jose
Elementary School
4:00 p.m. – Governor’s Visit of RC San Jose/Tour for PLPs
7:00 p.m. - Induction of RC San Jose and presentation of proposed RC of Calintaan
11:30pm - Left Sikatuna to Abra de Ilog

I did not join the day activities as I had to attend important meetings involving the Rotary
Club of Manila.

Meeting with DENR – PRCMO Regarding the Required Documents for
Global Grant:  the Trash Skimmer Vessel
Thursday, 2 March 2023, 10:00 a.m.

I joined the meeting via phone with Grant Chair Aries Balanay, Director Jacquline Canaanan
of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the staff of Pasig River
Coordinating and Management Office (PRCMO) in their office in Quezon City regarding the
urgency of submitting the required documents for our next Global Grant: the Trash Skimmer
vessel. 

At 12 noon, I presided our 29th Weekly Membership Meeting virtually via Zoom.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Meeting of the Tourism Awards Committee
Thursday, 2 March 2023, 3:00 p.m.

I joined the meeting of the Tourism Awards Committee last Thursday, March 2 via Zoom.
Dir. Hans Palacios, Chairman Ralph Joseph, PDG Vince Carlos, PVP Farid Schoucair, AS Mike
Albaña and Rtn. Nantha Narayanamoorthy were at the meeting. 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Signing of Memorandum of Understanding with Huaquio
Foundation Limited for Global Grant # 2348457: Rotary Trash
Collector Boat
Thursday, 2 March 2023, 7:30 p.m.

We signed a Memorandum of Understanding for the Global Grant # 2348457: Rotary Trash
Collector Boat with Huaquio Foundation Limited, headed by Chairman Frank Yih, and Mr.
Randal Eastman who committed to contribute USD 20,000 for the project. With me at the
MOU signing was Grant Chairman Aries Balanay. 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Alignment Meeting of the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
Friday, 3 March 2023, 5:00 p.m.

We had alignment meeting of the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards which will be hosted
by Rotary Club of Manila. VP Reginald Tu and Grant Chairman Aries Balanay were also
at the meeting together with facilitators Reynard Francisco and Lec Toribio. 

First Friday Mass
Friday, 3 March 2023



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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53rd Anniversary of Rotary Club of Kowloon East
Saturday to Tuesday, 4 to 7 March 2023

Our delegation of 20 Manila Rotarians graciously attended the 53rd Anniversary of the
Rotary Club of Kowloon East, which has the longest sisterhood relationship with the Rotary
Club of Manila and is the only 100% Major Donor to The Rotary Foundation.

Saturday, 4 March 2023
Awaiting at the airport to board the plane en route to Hong Kong, we were all on the same
flight—District Governor Joyce Ambray, PE/Director Raffy Alunan, PD Noy Benedicto and son
Matthieu, DE/Director Jujut Enriquez, Board Legal Adviser Raoul Creencia, Grant Chairman
STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, STAR Rtn. Arik Carranceja and STAR Rtn. Paul Koh.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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When we arrived in Chep Lap Kok Airport (Hong Kong International Airport), the Rotary Club
of Kowloon East Past Presidents welcomed our delegation with great warmth and hospitality. 

Rotary Club of Kowloon East Past President Moon Tong (center) with DG Joyce Ambray and yours
truly, PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan and PD Noy & Matthieu (son) Benedicto



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Rotary Club of Kowloon East Past President Victor Lo with PD Noy Benedicto

Day 1: Sunday, 5 March 2023
Welcome Dinner for all visiting sister clubs

Name tags prepared by the Rotary Club of Kowloon East for the Rotary Club
of Manila delegation



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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From left: STAR Rtn. Arvin
Arick Carranceja, PE/Dir.
Raffy Alunan, yours truly, RC
Kowloon East PP Albert
Poon and Grant Chair STAR
Rtn. Aries Balanay



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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With PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan, PDG Vince Carlos, RCKE President and Past Presidents

I gave some token gifts to members of RC Kowloon East and RC Manila.

Day 2: Monday, 6 March 2023 

Breakfast at Grand Hyatt Hotel



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Pre-Anniversary Ball

The Rotary Club of Manila delegation led by yours truly with DG Joyce Ambray

The Rotary Club of Manila delegation together with President Chung Wai
Keung and leading dignitaries of the Rotary Club of Kowloon East



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Dir. Jujut & Lia Enriquez with PDG Vince Carlos

Grant Chair/STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, STAR Rtn.
Arvin Arik Carranceja and Dir. Albert Alday

STAR Rtn. Arvin Arick Carranceja, Treas. Karlo Castro, Dir. Albert Alday,
Grant Chair STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay and STAR Rtn. Teddy Garcia



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Anniversary Ball

The RC Manila delegation. From left: STAR Rtn. Paul Koh, STAR Rtn. John Tan, Dir. Jujut Enriquez,
STAR Rtn. Mike Roxas, Treas. Karlo Castro, Dir. Albert Alday, Grant Chair STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay,
STAR Rtn. Arvin Arik Carranceja, STAR Rtn. Teddy Garcia, Pres. Hermie Esguerra, DG Joyce Ambray,
PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan, PDG Vince Carlos, PD Nick Locsin (International Relations Committee Chair),
BLA Raoul Creencia, Rtn. JB Pallasigue, Rtn. Teddy Tee, PD Noy Benedicto and son Matthieu
Benedicto

During cocktail



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Dinner time



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Renewal of Sisterhood Agreement

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Manila, I signed the renewal of the sisterhood agreement
with the Rotary Club of Kowloon East, represented by President Chung Wai Keung, after
more than two decades as sister clubs.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Presentation of Club gifts and exchange of Club bannerettes between the Rotary Club of Manila
and the Rotary Club of Kowloon East

Delivering my message on the occasion of
the Rotary Club of Kowloon East’s 53rd
Charter Anniversary

Presenting our Club’s donation to the Rotary
Club of Kowloon East 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Day 3: 7 March 2023

RC Kowloon East hosted a farewell lunch for visiting sister clubs. They also greeted me with a
Chinese birthday song. 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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A birthday bash for me from the Rotary Club of Kowloon East 

Last week, we mobilized our energies and efforts to fulfill a shared mission: serving others,
cultivating integrity, and striving for global understanding, goodwill and peace.

Together, let us continue to be the voice of service and uphold our commitment to make a
difference in local, national, and international communities. 

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Additional photos of the 53rd Charter Anniversary of the Rotary Club of
Kowloon East in Hong Kong 

Delegation of RC Kowloon East meeting PDG Vince Carlos at the airport

Sec. Edwin Hernandez and International Relations Chair PD Nick Locsin
with Past Presidents of Rotary Club of Kowloon East



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita
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Diplomacy. As an institutional project of the Manila
Rotary Club, giving due recognition to our top
performing diplomats through the Outstanding
Ambassador Award is indeed a project worthy of the
RCM brand. Held in partnership with the Carlos P.
Romulo Foundation for Peace and Development, this
annual award-giving ceremony could not be more
relevant and timely as it is today.

As our country navigates through the intricacies of
foreign relations, and as our political leaders continue
to write, rewrite and craft a foreign policy that is suited
to our times, promote our national interest, and
protect  our  sovereignty  and  territorial   integrity,  the 
career officials who are tasked to articulate, pursue (and even help write out) these policies
deserve to be commended.

Hence, today, we confer our Outstanding Ambassador Award to the Secretary of Foreign
Affairs. While diplomacy predates recorded history (remember how tribal groups succeeded
in establishing relations with other tribes and visitors), it is interesting to note that it was only
towards the end of the 12th century that the term “ambassador” appeared, initially in Italy.
Derived from the medieval Latin ambactiare, meaning “to go on a mission,” the term was
used to describe various envoys. Common in both Italy and France in the 13th century, it first
appeared in English in 1374 in Troilus and Criseyde by Geoffrey Chaucer. By the late 15th
century, the envoys of secular rulers were commonly called ambassadors, though the
papacy continued to send legates and nuncii. In the 18th century the French term diplomate
(“diplomat” or “diplomatist”) came to refer to a person authorized to negotiate on behalf of a
state.

Our country’s diplomats and ambassadors play a huge role in maintaining healthy relations
with other nations. With diplomacy now being regarded as the art and science of
maintaining peaceful relationships between nations, groups, or individuals, our
ambassadors and diplomats are front and center in ensuring peaceful relations through
discussions and resolutions of various issues, such as conflict, trade, the environment,
matters affecting our overseas workers, technology, or maintaining security.

It is, therefore, truly apt for the First Rotary Club of Asia, the mother of all clubs in the region,
to honor the career officials who have made a mark and self-effacingly contributed their
time and expertise in helping make this world a better and more peaceful place to live in – by
building goodwill and better friendships among nations.

Today, we congratulate this year’s recipient of The Outstanding Ambassador Award –
Department of Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique A. Manalo. 



29TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Star Rtn. Arik Carranceja led the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 29th Regular Meeting, which was
held virtually, had Treas. Karlo Castro
as Program Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres.
Hermie Esguerra called
the meeting to order.

The singing of the Philippine National
Anthem was made more meaningful
and alive by the Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation, featuring
captivating images of Manila Rotarians. 

Rtn. Alvin Ampil led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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29TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The singing of the Philippine Rotary
Hymn more meaningfully animated
the meeting.

The World Famous Chorale led the
singing of RCM’s signature Welcome
Song to the delight of the guests and
visitors.
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The week’s birthday celebrants were
duly acknowledged, namely Rtn. Jun
Aventura, Rtn. Dante Gierran,
STAR Rtn. Tony Echavez, PSAA
Gunter Matschuck, PBLA Raji
Mendoza and PVP Fausto Preysler.
This was followed by the singing of
the Club’s unique and jolly birthday
song, led by the World Famous
Music Chorale.

The Moderator acknowledged and
introduced the Visiting Guests and
Rotarians.



29TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

PD Beda Fajardo
introduced the Guest
Speaker, PDG Roberto M.
“Obet” Pagdanganan.

Guest Speaker PDG Obet Pagdanganan gave a
timely, informative and interesting presentation
about combatting poverty and ensuring food
security through cooperativism.
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The Guest Speaker elaborated and discussed important matters
during the open forum participated by PD Amading Valdez, IPP Chito
Zaldarriaga, Rtn. Joel Valdes, PD Oscar del Rosario, Rtn. Jed
Dayang and AT Paul Joseph Garcia.



29TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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The World Famous Music
Chorale led the members in
singing the RC Manila Hymn.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra 
 delivered his closing remarks
and adjourned the meeting.

President Hermie
Esguerra and
Programs Committee
Chairman IPD
Amading Valdez
presented the
Certificate of
Appreciation, attested
by Club Secretary
Edwin Hernandez, to
Guest Speaker PDG
Roberto M. “Obet”
Pagdanganan.



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of March 7, 2023, 11:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT
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Ocular Inspection of the Pasig River
for the Global Grant Project 

On March 3, 2023, Grant Chairman Aries Balanay led the ocular inspection
of the Pasig River for the Global Grant Project of the Rotary Club of Manila,
together with cooperating organization Huaquio Foundation Limited
headed by Chairman Frank Yih and Mr. Randal Eastman.



RECOGNITION
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On March 2, 2023, Jose Abad Santos High School presented to the Rotary Club of Manila 
 through Grant Chairman STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay a Certificate of Appreciation for
considering their school as one of the beneficiaries of the Global Grant Rotary Vision Care
project. 

Jose Abad Santos High School
Presents a Certificate of Appreciation

to the Rotary Club of Manila



RECOGNITION
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On March 2, 2023, P. Gomez
Elementary School presented
to the Rotary Club of Manila
through Grant Chairman STAR
Rtn. Aries Balanay a Certificate
of Appreciation for considering
their school as one of the
beneficiaries of the Global
Grant Rotary Vision Care
project. 

P. Gomez Elementary School
Presents a Certificate of Appreciation

Rotary Club of Manila



COGS IN THE WHEEL
PP Archit Bartolome

Appointed as Acting Member, Board of Directors
National Development Company

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 56



COGS IN THE WHEEL

PD John Cutter
Receives
The Denobi Awards
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PD John Cutter received The
Denobi Awards for making
outstanding contributions to
the field of dentistry.



COGS IN THE WHEEL
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Consul General at the Philippine Consulate General
in New York/Rtn. Senen Mangalile Receives

Miss Universe R’Bonney Nola Gabriel 



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Banner Exchange with the
Rotary Club of San Francisco USA

A better late than never banner exchange with the Rotary Club of San Francisco (USA)
Pres. Christopher Wiseman while I announced the award to Manila as 2028 RI
Convention venue for sustained awareness and maximum attendance from the Bay Area
Rotary Clubs.

- PDG Vince Carlos

RI District 5150 PDG 2006-2007 Mark
Flegel narrates the amazing story of the
young Paul Harris and how the Rotary
Club was born in Chicago, San Francisco,
and crossing the Pacific to start in
Manila. A ton of storied trivia described
the incredible journey of the founder.



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Bringing greetings to the Rotary Club of Sacramento and their
President,  Linda Geery, from the Rotary Club of Manila and
Phenomenal President Hermie Esguerra.

- PD John Cutter



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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