
www.rcmanila.org

Kabalita

ISSUE NO. 3951 | FEBRUARY 16, 2023

We all know that at the heart of Rotary is the
development of acquaintance and friendship
through fellowship and service. This is derived
from the core principle upon which Rotary
was founded: to bring together like-minded
professionals and business individuals with
different backgrounds and skills as a way to
exchange ideas and form meaningful
relationships; and to collectively make a
difference in the community. A Rotary Club’s
strength is anchored on the strong
relationships among its members – Rotarians
who share a common aspiration and who all
have the heart for leadership and service.
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28TH ZOOM WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
Thursday, February 16, 2023, 12:30 PM

 
MODERATOR: BLA RAOUL CREENCIA

Part I
12:15 PM

12:30 PM  VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD YU

PD RAOUL VILLEGAS

AVP of RCM Members

STAR RTN. PHILIP BRIAN WOMBWELL

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration & Zoom In

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/Zoom Meeting House Rules

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test 

Philippine Rotary Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

IPP CHITO ZALDARRIAGA
PAT WILLY LIM
RTN. TOBI RAST
STAR RTN. NICO HALLARE
RTN. JORDAN PIZARRAS
RTN. KLAUS MUELLER

February 10
February 12
February 14
February 14
February 15
February 16

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale



CLASSIFICATION TALK

RTN. SEBASTIAN ARSENIO R. “Basti” LACSON
CEO, Prime Metro BMD Corporation
Topic: Infra for a Better Tomorrow

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER

                          Address
PDG SAMUEL “Sammy” D. PAGDILAO JR.
Rotary Club of New Manila East RI District 3780
Topic: Manila Rotary International Convention 2028

OPEN FORUM

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE 
OF APPRECIATION

28TH ZOOM WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part II

Closing Remarks and
     Meeting Adjournment

PDG RODOLFO “Rudy” BEDIONES

Manila Rotary Hymn

VICE PRESIDENT REGINALD YU2:00 PM

PRES. HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
IPD AMADO D. VALDEZ
Programs Committee Chairman

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Part III



GUEST SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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PDG SAMUEL "SAMMY" D. PAGDILAO JR.
Joined the Rotary Club of New Manila East RI D3780 in 1996

 Club President in RY 1999-2000. Awarded Most Outstanding President in D3780
 AGR, AG, District Anti-Disaster Committee Chair, and in other various District 
 positions such as DISCON Chairman in 2000
 GOVERNOR, D3780 in RY 2014-2015 
 CHAIRMAN,  D3780 Council Of Governors (COG) in RY 2015 -2016
 CHAIRMAN, Philippine College of Rotary Governors, (PCRG) RY 2018-2019 
 CHAIRMAN,  Philippine Rotary Magazine Foundation Inc, (PRMFI) RY 2019 - 2020
 CHAIRMAN/President,  D3780 Rotary Center Foundation Inc,  2018 to Present
 CHAIRMAN, D3780 Rotary Center Foundation, Academic Board, D3780 Center
For Leadership
 CHAIRMAN, Bid Committee, Manila Rotary International Convention 2028
 Committee Chairman, House of Friendship, Manila Zone Inst 2019
 Presenter Breakout Session - A Model Procedure in Conflict Resolution in
ROTARY Manila Zone institute in 2015 and 201911. D3780 VICE GOVERNOR in
2019 - 2020
 Chairman, RECEPTION Committee for Rotary LEADERS/VIPs in the RPC21, Manila
 DISTRICT TRAINER 2022-2023

ROTARY POSITIONS 

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.

12.
13.

WORK EXPERIENCE
   
   a. 2nd Lieutenant to Major, ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES
   b. Police Major to Major General, PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE
   c. Legislator/Congressman, 16th Philippine Congress representing ACTCIS Partylist



GUEST SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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CIVIC WORK

Founder and Chairman Emeritus of Community Investigative Support (CIS), a
nationwide organization of community volunteers doing community/
humanitarian work with chapters in four countries.

EDUCATION 

    a. BS PMA from the Philippine Military Academy in 1979 and received the AFP 
        Chief of Staff Saber for Leadership and for graduating as Regimental
        Commander (Baron) of the Corps of Cadets
    b. Bachelor of Laws from the University of Santo Tomas graduating Cum Laude
    c. MASTERS in Public Administration  MLQU Graduating with honors
 
AWARDS

    a. 120 military and police merit medals
    b. The Ten Outstanding Policemen of the Philippines (TOPP) in 1989 
    c. The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL) in 2012
    d. ULIRAN Ama Award in 2012
    e. Numerous Presidential Citations as well as awards and decorations from
        private, national, and local government Institutions
 
Happily married to Past President Maria Rosella "CHAY" Pagdilao of RC San Juan
Del Monte D3800 and blessed with five children, Petros Paulo, Samuelito,
Francesca, Aaron, and Benjamin. He is a continuing Paul Harris major donor (level
2) and a member of the Paul Harris Society.

PDG SAMUEL "SAMMY" D. PAGDILAO JR.
Joined the Rotary Club of New Manila East RI D3780 in 1996



CLASSIFICATION TALK
SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY

Vocational Training Team (VTT) Dental Hygienist Training on Preventing
and Treating Oral Disease
Friday, 10 February 2023, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

The Rotary fellowship at the Chao Phraya Princess River Cruise was one of the highlights of
In celebration of National Dental Health Month and National Toothbrushing Day (February
3), RI District 3810 organized a dental mission in Barangay 649, Baseco, Port Area, Manila.
This is a District Global Grant Partnership with RI District 2820 of Ibaraki Japan.

The Vocational Training Team (VTT) from RID 2820 is composed of one Rotarian team leader,
Phenomenal Leader Lady President Natsue Miyata, and 8 non-Rotarian members who are all
dental hygienists. The VTT shared their knowledge on dental hygiene with our local dental
hygienists. This project is in cooperation with the Philippine Dental Hygienists Association
and with the help of Rotarian Dr. Yoya Tarriela. 

This Dental Health Awareness | Disease Prevention and Treatment Program was also made
possible in cooperation with the office of PP Mon Yupangco.

Our Phenomenal Dentist Rotarians headed by CP Dra. Lally Ortega of our Chartered Club,
the RC Manila Phenomenal Dentists, also assisted in the dental mission.

Dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this week’s
President’s Diary and share the activities and
meetings that took place over the past few days.

Many of our members have worked hard this week
with enthusiasm and dedication, giving back to our
community through Service Above Self. I am proud of
all the efforts made by those who attended the RCM
events throughout the week.
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With Japanese dentists and oral hygienistsWith RC Manila Phenomenal Dentists and 
Japanese dentists/oral hygienists 



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Dental Mission with Mithing Pangarap Educational Foundation at
Smokey Mountain Elementary School in Tondo, Manila
Friday, 10 February 2023, 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

I joined the dental mission at Smokey Mountain Elementary School in Tondo, Manila which
was organized by the Medical and Disease Prevention Committee headed by Chairman John
Cutter and Co-Chair SAA Jason Bogovich. Also in attendance were Laura Bogovich, STAR Rtn.
Aris Balanay and Rtn. Arik Carranceja who donated food packs and milk. Some volunteer
dentist graduates of the National University were also present to assist.

The dental mission was a success, with children being provided with basic dental care and
treatment, as well as developing databases for children for dental care. Furthermore, the
children were taught about the importance of proper oral hygiene and disease prevention. It
was a heartwarming experience to witness the children receiving the care and treatment
they needed.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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District 3810 Valentine’s Party 
Friday, 10 February 2023, 6:30 p.m. 

I attended the District Valentine’s Party at Le Pavilion which was attended by more than 650
Rotarians from the District. The event also served as a send-off fellowship for the Japanese
Vocational Training Team of District 2820.

With the 9 Japanese VTT dental hygienists and dentists, District 3810 Gov. Joyce
Ambray, District ES Mark Eugene Tan and District VTT Chairman Jardine Bautista



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Rotary Club of Lucena's 73rd Founding Anniversary
Saturday, 11 February 2023

Last Saturday, February 11 marked the 73rd Founding Anniversary of our daughter Rotary
club, the Rotary Club of Lucena. Sadly, due to my prior engagement in our District Valentine's
Party on Friday night, I was not able to attend their celebration in person. However, it did not
stop me from sending them well wishes and congratulations through a recorded video
message.

Presentation of Signed Memorandum of Agreement with Onstrike Library Solutions
Corporation 
Monday, 13 February 2023

We had a presentation of the signed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Rotary
Club of Manila, represented by yours truly, and Onstrike Library Solutions Corporation,
represented by Mr. Jerwyn Fernandez (President). 

Witnessing the presentation of MOA were Grant Chairman STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, Rtn. Inov
Talusan (Chairman, RCM Digitalization Committee), ES Anna Kun Toledo, EA Amy Ponsaran
Babiano, and Onstrike team – Ms. Jessa Pascual, Ms. Grace Medina and Mr. Ram Migriño.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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RCM Infomercial Project: the Rotary Four-Way Test

I am happy to share the “behind the scenes” photos of our infomercial project on the Rotary
Four-Way Test which we were working on during the past weeks. 

This project will be launched on February 23, 2023, which is declared "National Rotary Day".  

The House of Representatives has officially recognized February 23rd as a special working
holiday, known as "National Rotary Day", with Bills 2127, 2532, 3745, 4612 and 5009.
Sponsoring HB 2127, Rep. Mark Go (Lone District, Baguio City) explained that this date
coincides with the anniversary celebration of the Rotary Club of the Philippines. He said the
measure recognizes the organization’s involvement in various socio-civic causes that
contribute to nation-building.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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The Rotary Club of Manila has been actively involved in a variety of projects and activities
that are making an impact in the community. This week's activities are just some of the ways
we can show how much dedication RCM puts into making sure its members make a
difference in our society. 

Thank you for your continued support and together, let us make an even bigger impact to
uplift the lives of our fellowmen. 

Let us continue to strive for excellence in achieving our mission of “Service Above Self”. 

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE

It was in January of 1911 when the first issue of The National Rotarian was released. The
name was changed to The Rotarian in 1912, when Clubs were organized in Canada. 
The first service project of the first Rotary Club was a WASH project, that is, the
installation of public toilets in Chicago in 1917. This project made Rotary the World's First
Service Club.
In 1929, The Rotary Foundation made its first gift, $500, to the International Society for
Crippled Children. 
As known to many, Rotary's primary motto is "Service Above Self." But there is a
secondary motto, which is -- "One profits most who serves best." 
Rotarians in the United States make up about 28 percent of all Rotarians worldwide. 
The Rotary emblem was printed on a commemorative stamp for the first time in 1931, at
the time of the Vienna Convention.
Rotary became bilingual in 1916, when it organized a non-English-speaking Club in Cuba. 
Rotary's fiscal year began the day after its conventions until 1913. Starting in 1913, it
begins on July 1st. 
Arch Klumph established the "Rotary Endowment Fund" in 1917, when the Kansas City,
MO Club donated $26.50. In 1928, it became The Rotary Foundation. 
Rotary first adopted the name "Rotary International" in 1922, when the name was
changed from the International Association of Rotary Clubs. 
In 1968, the first Rotary Club banner to orbit the moon was carried by astronaut Frank
Borman, a member of the Houston Space Center Rotary Club. 

Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita
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During the 1920s and 1930s, Paul Harris
traveled extensively, ceremoniously planting
trees to symbolize goodwill and friendship. 

Interesting Facts About Rotary. Many Rotarians,
especially the Star Manila Rotarians, are surely
interested to know more about this phenomenal
1.4 million global network of like-minded
businessmen and professionals. Numerous
interesting facts can be shared about Rotary. As
known to all, Rotary was founded in 1905 by a
lawyer, Paul Harris. Here are a few interesting facts
about Rotary:



EDITOR'S NOTE

The first Rotary convention was in Chicago in 1910. There were 16 Rotary Clubs. 
The first head of state to address a Rotary convention was President Warren G. Harding
in 1923, in St. Louis. 
Rotary first established Paul Harris Fellowships in 1957, for contributors of $1,000 to The
Rotary Foundation. 

Of course, especially interesting for Rotary in the Philippines is the fact that it was in Manila
where the first Rotary Club in Asia was established, which is no other than our Club -- the
Rotary Club of Manila. 

Also, in 1979, Rotary began a project to immunize six million children against polio in the
Philippines. This led to Rotary making polio eradication its top priority. In 1988, Rotary began
the PolioPlus campaign with an initial fundraising pledge of $120 million. In relation to this,
providing vitamin A supplements during polio immunization has averted an estimated 1.5
million childhood deaths since 1998 – the "plus" in PolioPlus. 

Finally, as regards the 4-Way test, there is, according to some, a  fifth Rotary Test: Is It Fun?
Hopefully, these fun and interesting facts about Rotary will make us even more admire and
commit ourselves to this amazing organization. 
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Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita



27TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Rtn. Xavier Zialcita led the recitation
of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 27th Regular Meeting, which Manila
Rotarians were able to join virtually, had
Rtn. Rami Chahwan, as Program
Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres.
Hermie Esguerra called
the meeting to order.

The singing of the Philippine National
Anthem was made more meaningful
and alive with the audio visual
presentation featuring captivating
images of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our
loving Father God, PAS Henry
Go led the Invocation and
Special Prayer.
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27TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Singing the Philippine Rotary Hymn together,
everybody’s Rotarian spirit was again electrified.

The week’s birthday celebrants were duly acknowledged, namely PVP
Thad Liamzon, Rtn. Teddy Tee Jr., PP Ebot Tan, Rtn. Paco Magsaysay,
Rtn. Cris Acosta and Rtn. Dong Benedicto. This was followed by the
World Famous Music Chorale singing the Club’s unique and jolly
birthday song. 
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27TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
delivered his president’s
time. 

PD Art Lopez, Chairman, House
Committee/ Chairman, 19th Tourism
Awards for the presentation of the
Tourism Awards and the Poll result
for the top choices of the
membership meeting venue.

Star Rtn. Emman Dela Cruz
delivered his classification talk.

Rtn. Jop Esquivias introduced STAR Rtn.
Emman Dela Cruz, Managing Partner,
Sinag Consultancy Group, Inc.
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Important matters were further discussed and clarified during the open
forum participated by Rtn. Joel Valdes, PD Amading Valdez, PD Art Lopez,
and Pres. Hermie Esguerra.



27TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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The World Famous Music
Chorale led the members in
singing the RC Manila Hymn.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
delivered his closing remarks
and adjourned the meeting.

President Hermie Esguerra and Programs Committee Chairman IPD Amading
Valdez presented the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by Club Secretary Edwin
Hernandez, to PD Arthur Lopez, Chairman House Committee/ Chairman, 19th
Tourism Awards and to STAR Rtn. Joseph Emmanuel A. Dela Cruz, Managing
Partner, Sinag Consultancy Group, Inc.



CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of February 15, 2023, 11:00 AM)
FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION



Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 24 

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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Rotary International Board of Directors
Select Manila as Host City

for 2028 Rotary International Convention

CLUB ADMINISTRATION



DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT
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Community Oral Health Initiative in Tondo, Manila



DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 27 

This, 
gentlemen, 
is the significantly 
human positive impact
 of our brand....



DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT

Fund-raising meeting for Hospicio de San Jose, led by Philip Ong and Ray Davis.
Mike Albaña and I attended. A building for children with special needs is being
built. PHP 2.4 million (without air conditioning) needed to complete the project;
PHP 3.7 million with aircon. 

Art exhibits are being planned for September. Famed painters will be invited to
partner with talented Hospicio wards to paint and sell their artwork. 

This is an exciting feel good project worth completing!

- PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan 
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Fund-raising Meeting for Hospicio de San Jose



PUBLIC IMAGE
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INTERCLUB RELATIONS
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ROTACON 2023 in Davao 

DG Gina Sy of D3820 with Past District
Governors Vince Carlos and Ernest Choa
(Rotary Club of Bagumbayan) and
District Governor Nominee Jackie
Rodriguez at Rotary Concerns Forum
(ROTACON) 2023 held on February 11,
2023 in Davao City.



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Grant Chairman Aries Balanay
Meets with the Rotary Club of Shanghai 

Grant Chairman Aries Balanay met with the Rotary Club of Shanghai last
Monday, February 13, 2023. RC Shanghai committed to donate USD 20,000 for
Rotary Club of Manila's Pasig River Global Grant Project. 
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