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Breaking barriers. Blazing a trail. Challenging the status quo.
Pushing the envelope. These are but some ideas, ideals, and
constant reminders that a Manila Rotarian would have in his
pursuit of excellence, quest for knowledge, and mission to render
self-effacing service. A talk that seeks to answer the question
“What does it take?” – such as the one RCM is having in today’s
regular meeting – is apt and could be a theme of an exciting
lecture series in regular meetings. Indeed, knowing and doing
what it takes is a hallmark of a great leader and true Rotarian.

ISSUE NO. 3948 | JANUARY 26, 2023

GUEST SPEAKER

DR. CATHERINE TEH
President, ASEAN Lap HPB Alliance

President, Telemedicine Network of the Philippines (TNP)



Table of Contents

03 Program Timetable

Board of Directors and Executive Officers for 
RY 2022-2023 | Editorial Board for RY 2022-2023

Club Administration

Global Grant

Basic Education and Literacy

Guest of Honor

President's Diary

Editor's Note

Fellowship

05

08

12

14

18

22

26

27

30

24th Regular Meeting: A Recap

TOWER Awards 2023

33

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 02 



RCM’S 25TH ZOOM WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
Thursday, January 26, 20223, 12:30 PM 



MODERATOR: PAST DIRECTOR JOHN MICHAEL CUTTER

Part I
12:15 PM 

12:30 PM PRESIDENT HERMINIO ESGUERRA

STAR RTN. EMMAN DELA CRUZ

AVP of RCM Members

PD JOHN CENICA, M.D.

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

Registration & Zoom In

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/Zoom Meeting House Rules

Call to Order 

Invocation and Special Prayers 

Philippine National Anthem 

The Four (4) Way Test 

Philippine Rotary Hymn 

Acknowledgment of Guests

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

20      RTN. BUTCH TAMAYO
20      RTN. ROCCO SARMIENTO
21      RTN. BUTCH ALCANTARA
22      RTN. JOP ESQUIVIAS
23      RTN. BUTCH CAMPOS
24      PD ABE PASCUAL
25      RTN. PAOLO MAGPALE

January

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song 

PRESIDENT’S TIME 

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

PRESIDENT HERMINIO ESGUERRA



RCM’S 25TH ZOOM WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part II INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER 

OPEN FORUM

Manila Rotary Hymn

Closing Remarks and
     Meeting Adjournment

PAST DIRECTOR ISSAM ELDEBS

DR. CATHERINE TEH
President, ASEAN Lap HPB Alliance
President, Telemedicine Network of the Philippines (TNP)
TOPIC: Improving Cancer Care in the Philippines: What Does it Take?

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

PRESIDENT HERMINIO ESGUERRA2:00 PM



GUEST SPEAKER'S PROFILE
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GUEST SPEAKER'S PROFILE



PRESIDENT'S DIARY

Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this week’s
President’s Time and share the activities and
meetings that took place over the past few
days.

Global Grant Rotary Vision Care Project Implementation in Tondo High
School  
Friday, 20 January 2023

Grant Chairman STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay and I went to Tondo High School as part of our
Global Grant Rotary Vision Care project implementation. The students, teachers, and non-
teaching personnel were all grateful to The Rotary Foundation, RC Manila, RC Kowloon East,
RC Singapore, and our cooperating organization Physicians for Peace, for providing them
with free eye screenings and eyeglasses as well as training sessions on proper eye care
practices. 
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Meeting of the 19th Tourism Awards Committee
Friday, 20 January 2023, 2:00 p.m.

Last Friday, I attended the 19th Tourism Awards Committee meeting at Raffles Salon in
Fairmont Hotel, hosted by Rtn. Bernd Schneider.

Mini-Fellowship for Prospective Members
Friday, 20 January 2023

I had the pleasure of hosting a membership development mini-fellowship for prospective
members of RC Manila at the Last Chukker, Manila Polo Club.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
Mid-Year Review: Pre-Flight Orientation
Saturday, 21 January 2023, 3:00 p.m.

District Medical/Thyroid Surgical Mission in Mamburao, Occ. Mindoro
Monday, 23 January 2023

The District Medical/Thyroid Surgical Mission was held on January 23-25, 2023 in Mamburao,
Occidental Mindoro, in conjunction with the national observance of Goiter Awareness Week
(GAW), following the Presidential Proclamation 1188 issued in 2007. This event celebrated
GAW’s mission to improve public health by providing medical care for those who might not
otherwise have access.

This District-wide project is spearheaded by the Rotary Club of University District Manila
(RCUDM)  and  mother club  Rotary Club of  Manila (RCM),   in tandem with the  seven  Rotary 
Clubs in Occidental Mindoro, the
Provincial Government of Occidental
Mindoro (PGOM), and the Ugnayan ng
Pahinungod of the University of the
Philippines Manila. 

The 3-day major surgical mission for 50
to 60 adult indigent patients previously
screened for their goiters from San
Jose, Mamburao, Sablayan, Abra de
Ilog, and neighboring towns, is a project
spearheaded by RCUDM through Pres.
John Sy in partnership with RCM, and
co-hosted by phenomenal presidents. 

Last Saturday, I had a virtual
meeting with RID 3810 Senior
Deputy Governor James Jimenez
(Rotary Club of Manila South),
Grant Chairman STAR Rtn. Aries
Balanay, Consultant Rhea Vitto
Tabora and ES Anna Kun Toledo
to discuss the RC Manila Mid-Year
presentation for the meeting in
Bangkok, Thailand.
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PRESIDENT'S DIARY
The medical mission was held at
the Occidental Mindoro
Provincial Hospital (OMPH).
Rotarians and benefactors
participated in the project
through the “Adopt-a Patient”
concept. 

The “Foster Brother/Sister”
benefactor received a Certificate
of Appreciation.

RC Mamburao PLP Anne Tria promoting
RID3810 Surgical Mission in Mamburao
104.1 FM station

It is truly inspiring to see the collective efforts of Rotarians from Manila and Occidental
Mindoro come together to make a positive impact in our community. Our commitment to
service and support for those who are less fortunate drives us forward as we continue
striving towards making this world a better place. 

I am confident that with your help, we will be able to reach even more people and provide
them with much-needed assistance through projects such as these. 

Thank you again for joining me on this journey!

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
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EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita

National Integrated Cancer Control Act. The
United Nations Sustainable Development Goal No.
3.4 aims to reduce premature mortality from non-
communicable diseases by 30% by 2030. Consistent
with this goal, Republic Act 11215, otherwise known
as the National Integrated Cancer Control Act
(NICCA), was signed into law in February 2019. With
this law, cancer patients were expected to have
better access to more responsive and affordable
healthcare services.

Studies indicate that, in our country with a population of over 110 million, cancer is
among the leading causes of death. In 2020 alone, cancer is said to account for over
150,000 new diagnoses and over 90,000 deaths. What is more, according to the 2018
Global Data on Cancer, more than 140,000 new cancer cases and more than 80,000
cancer deaths are expected every year in the Philippines. Breast cancer is the most
common cancer among Filipinos, followed by lung, colon, liver, and prostate. Lung
cancer tops the leading cause of death among all cancers followed by liver, breast,
colon, and leukemia.

Next month, we will mark the 4th year anniversary of the passage of NICCA, and thus
could be a good opportunity for health officials, advocates, and professionals to
evaluate the actual reforms and programs that were implemented conformably with
the provisions of the law.

It is well to note that the NICCA envisions, among others, the development of national
and regional cancer centers; educational initiatives for healthcare professionals and
laypeople; psychosocial, supportive, and palliative services; the establishment of a
national cancer registry; support for training in and conduct of cancer research; and
expanded financial support for patients under PhilHealth and the Cancer Assistance
Fund.

The NICCA also emphasizes cancer prevention and improvement of cancer
survivorship by strengthening essential programs and increasing investments for the
entire cancer care continuum. It aims to make cancer services and care more
accessible to all Filipinos. The question, therefore, is this: After four years, where are
we in meeting these objectives? We know that pursuant to Special Provision No. 13 of
the Department of Health (DOH) approved budget under the General Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 2022, the DOH implemented the Cancer Assistance Fund (CAF)
which aims to provide support for patients living with cancer and for cancer survivors.
Where are we in the other envisioned projects under the law? Are these projects
working? Or are they enough? Are we meeting our objectives?
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EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita

The deeply rooted health inequities in the country and prioritize communities
most in need, particularly in geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas of
the archipelago. As cancer care systems develop in cities, majority of which are
private in nature, public institutions severely lag, perpetuating healthcare
disparities;
Social and cultural determinants of health, given varying levels of socioeconomic
development, diverse cultures, and heterogeneous belief systems; 
Research that focuses on the needs of Filipino cancer patients is necessary given
the nation's unique genetic ancestry, cancer epidemiology, social determinants of
health, and healthcare access barriers; and,
In addition to public-private partnerships in the procurement and development of
cancer care infrastructure, multi-institutional exchange is necessary given the
interdisciplinary nature of cancer care. 

Health advocates and professional organizations view NICCA as an important step in
the right direction. Some professionals, however, call for its careful implementation,
given the “stark disparities in healthcare access, social and cultural determinants of
health, the need for Filipino-led research, and the value of multi-institutional and
regional collaboration.”

In their November 2022 article in the Lancet Regional Health (Western Pacific) Edward
Christopher Dee, Michelle Ann B. Eala and their co-authors opined that, in the
implementation of NICCA, the following must be considered:

1.

2.

3.

4.

This week’s regular meeting will feature a medical expert who will talk about cancer
care in the Philippines, and who could hopefully likewise give her views on the
developments  and challenges in implementing the NICCA.
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24TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

STAR Rtn. Paul Anthony Koh led the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 24th Regular Meeting was a
return to a virtual gathering, which
had Sec. Edwin Hernandez as
Program Moderator/ Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres. Hermie
Esguerra called the meeting to
order.

The attendees’ singing of the Philippine
National Anthem was made more
meaningful and alive by the Rotary Club
of Manila Audiovisual Presentation. 

Humbly calling upon our
loving Father God, Rtn.
Herbert Joey Garcia  led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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24TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The singing of the Philippine
Rotary Hymn again electrified
everybody’s Rotarian spirit.

The World Famous Chorale sang
RCM’s signature Welcome Song to
the delight of the guests and
visitors.

The Moderator acknowledged and
introduced the Visiting Guests and
Rotarians.

The week’s birthday celebrants were
duly acknowledged, namely Rtn.
Kentaro Shigei, Rtn. Anton Mauricio,
Rtn. Tony Meloto and Rtn. John
Bautista. This was followed by the
World Famous Music Chorale singing
the Club’s signature happy birthday
song. 
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24TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

As he was set to deliver his Mid-Year
Report, Pres. Hermie Esguerra
utilized the President’s time
presenting a very inspiring video
coverage of a project, featuring a
touching song that made it truly
special.

VP Reggie Yu introduced
Pres. Hermie Esguerra for
the “RCM President’s Mid-
Year Report.”

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his awe-inspiring RCM Mid-Year Report.

Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita     |     Page 16 



24TH REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The singing of the RC Manila Hymn
was led and aided by the 

World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation.

The open forum participated by PSAA Gunter Matschuck, PD Oscar
del Rosario and PDG Obet Pagdanganan became an opportunity to
commend and congratulate the President for his excellent report. 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered
his closing remarks and adjourned

the meeting.
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
List of Members Who Have Paid

Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023
(As of January 25, 2023, 10:00 AM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
Rotary Club of Manila Provides

Essential Supplies to Students and Teachers
at Pangotloan Elementary School

in General Nakar, Quezon Province

An update from Rtn. Rami Chahwan

3 soap bars 
2 dental paste packs 
4 packs of shampoo 
1 notebook 
1 pack of pencils 
1 pack of crayons 
1 ream of paper 

Because of all your generosity, we were able to help the teachers and 110 children. 

Each of the 110 school bags has: 

1 toothbrush (sponsored additionally by Dr. Cutter - Many thanks) 
1 pair of slippers 
1 raincoat 
6 packs of dry noodles 
1 pack of facemasks 
1 bottle of sanitizer 
1 small towel 
1 pack of candy

We were also able to provide the teachers with chalk, paper, books, fans, and other needed
materials for the entire school year. 

Thank you all for your big heart and generosity. I can tell you that you made the 110 kids (67
girls and 43 boys), including their parents, very happy. We are now preparing their lunch so
they can leave at least with a full stomach. It was raining nonstop so we couldn't reach our
target school but with the help of the Municipality, we managed to go to another location
and they brought the families to us.
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Chairman Rami Chahwan and family preparing to journey to Pangotloan
Elementary School to provide basic needs for more than 110 school children,
from the generous donation of Rotary Club of Manila members.

Opening Prayer

Games and storytelling for the kids

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
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Games and story telling for the kids

Spouse Flor Chahwan assisting
the volunteer team in repacking

the school bags

Packing the school bags with pencils and notebooks

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
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Handing over the school bags to children from kindergarten to grade 6, in partnership with
Bentetres Mountaineering

Happy meals after receiving gift packs

BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY
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GLOBAL GRANT 

Meeting with Rotary Club of Blacktown,
Rotary Club Paddington in Australia, and

Teacher in a Box Executives
for a Potential Global Grant Project 

Rotary Club of Manila Grant Chair Aries Balanay met with Rotary Club of Blacktown,
Rotary Club Paddington in Australia, and Teacher in a box executives for a possible
Global Grant Project in Manila.
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TOWER AWARDS 2023
TOWER Awards 2023
Launched at Dusit Hotel

The Outstanding Workers of the Republic (TOWER) Awards was launched during the general
membership meeting of the People Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) last
Wednesday, January 25, 2023, at Dusit Hotel. Present were TOWER Awards
Chairman/Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda and VP Reggie Yu who delivered the message on
behalf of Pres. Hermie Esguerra.
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TOWER AWARDS 2023

On behalf of our President, Hermie Esguerra, who regrettably, cannot be with us this
morning as he is on-board a flight taking him to Thailand for a Rotary District Mid-Year
Review as I speak, I extend my warmest felicitations to you all as we officially open the search
for 31st “The Outstanding Workers of the Republic,” or TOWER Awards.

Since it was first launched jointly by the Rotary Club of Manila, the then-Ministry of Labor
under Minister Blas Ople, and the Trade Union Congress of the Philippines, then under the
leadership of its founder, Ka Democrito Mendoza,  during the presidency of Past District
Governor and RCM Past President Teofilo Reyes in 1975, with then Club Secretary Alberto
Romulo as its first Project Chair, the TOWER Awards has become an institution, having
recognized more than 200 skilled workers – the backbone of our country’s manpower
capacity – who exemplified work excellence, productivity and innovation.  

Today, we find new meaning in our annual search of the TOWER Awards. This year, we honor
our Filipino blue-collar workers who are fueled, not just by the desire to support their
families and advance their careers, but have also tirelessly toiled these past years to ensure
that our society will continue to function in the face of an unprecedented health crisis that
has – even after almost three years since its ominous outbreak – continued to beleaguer
industries across the nation.

I am confident that, under the exemplary leadership of this year’s search committee, led by
none other than RCM Past President Susing Pineda, with the invaluable support of our
indefatigable partner PMAP, the heroic deeds of the unsung heroes of the workplace, who
have since displayed the kind of resilience that has made many industries survive the
challenges of the Philippine economy, be again brought to fore in RCM’s flagship project that
has since defined the finest hours of Asia’s First Rotary Club. 

Maraming salamat po sa inyong lahat! Mabuhay ang TOWER Awards! Mabuhay po ang PMAP!
Mabuhay po ang Rotary Club of Manila! At mabuhay po ang manggawang Pilipino!

Message delivered by VP Reggie Yu during
the launching of the TOWER AWARDS 2023
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The Honorable Secretary and RCM Past President Benny
Laguesma; The Honorable Undersecretary for
Employment and Human Resource Development Cluster
Carmela Torres; People Management Association of the
Philippines Outgoing President Ms. Ellen Fullido; People
Management Association of the Philippines incoming
President Ms. Maria Elizabeth Nasol; TOWER Awards
Search Chair and RCM Past President Susing Pineda;
TOWER Awards Search Co-Chair Atty. Teddy Kalaw; PMAP
Executive Director Rene Gener; distinguished officers,
esteemed colleagues and members of the Rotary Club of
Manila and PMAP; guests and friends; ladies and
gentlemen: Isang mapagpalang araw po sa inyong lahat!



TOWER AWARDS 2023
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Message delivered by TOWER Awards Chairman/
Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda 

Honorable Secretary Benny Laguesma, PMAP President Beth
Nasol, EDC Pres. Richard Tantoco, Dr. David Hall, PMAP Past
President Ellen Fullido, PMAP Exec. Director Rene Gener, PMAP
Board of Trustees, esteemed members of the Rotary Club of
Manila, friends, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.

Today is a special occasion to launch the TOWER Awards of
the Rotary Club of Manila together with the cooperative
endeavor of PMAP and the Department of Labor and
Employment to honor great Filipino workers for their
important contribution to their respective companies in
particular and their contribution to the economy in general.

The TOWER Awards is a legacy project of the
Rotary Club of Manila since 1975 to create
an environment that encourages blue collar
industries to improve employment,
livelihood and training opportunities thru
creative productivity and innovative
retooling and upscaling of workers. 

In spite of the limited and the slow
economic recovery presently prevailing, we
were able to recognize four (4) outstanding
workers of the republic with the valued
assistance and coordination with the
People Management of the Philippines and
the Department of Labor and Employment
in 2022. 

But as we look to the future, we must do so
from a range of perspective and situation
that place the well-being of the people as a
priority. 

In various industries, there is now an on-
going paradigm shift, from application of
artificial intelligence to the digital economy
that is leading to the transformation of the
world of work as we know it today. Our big
challenge is to balance the powerful forces
based on the principles of development,
innovation, inclusion, resiliency and
sustainability.

Similarly, digital literacy, occupational
safety and health skills should be included
in the new framework of transformation.
These and more are necessary to ensure a
more enduring and a productive economy.

Public policies must therefore be geared
towards equity innovation, building skills
and empowering people to perform at
their best.

Creating employment for our citizens is
one of the major challenges facing the
Philippines today, and other third world
countries. Our challenge is to increase
employment by shaping policies,
programs and projects that can adopt to
the constantly changing world of work.

We can accomplish this challenge by
putting people first, by recognizing that
labor is more than simply a commodity in
the labor market, or even just a factor of
production. The work is about human
beings who have aspirations for
themselves, their families, their
companies, and their communities.

On a special note, we wish to thank the
Hon. Secretary Benny Laguesma for
gracing this occasion and his total support 



TOWER AWARDS 2023
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and commitment for this joint undertaking. For your information, Sec. Laguesma was the
chairman of the TOWER Awards during my term as Centennial President of the Rotary Club
of Manila in 2019. The Honorable Secretary was also a Past President of the Rotary Club and
he re-organized and re-started the TOWER Awards in 2019 with great success of recognizing
10 outstanding blue-collar workers of the Republic. Thank you, Sec. Benny.

Finally, we look forward to awarding the Most Outstanding Blue-Collar Workers of the
Republic in May 2023 with the support and commitment of the leadership of the People
Management Association of the Philippines and the Department of Labor and Employment,
together with the Rotary Club of Manila.

Marami pong salamat.



FELLOWSHIP
Manila Rotarians

Celebrate Chinese New Year
in Chinatown

PD Phillip Ong and PAS Henry Go celebrate Chinese New Year with friends
on Saturday, January 21, 2023 in Chinatown.
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FELLOWSHIP

Manila Rotarians
Get Together with Prospective Members

at Manila Polo Club 
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FELLOWSHIP
Rtn. Jed Dayang

Celebrates His Birthday
with Fellow Manila Rotarians
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