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There is no denying that the past six months saw the Rotary
Club of Manila purposively embarking on one successful project
after another. Through the unrelenting efforts of the Club
leadership, so much has been done and accomplished.
Remarkably, there are numerous more in the pipeline, including
various institutional and hallmark events. As we cross the
halfway mark of this exciting Rotary year, let us pause to
appreciate the innumerable winning moments, all fashioned
and achieved in the spirit of service by no less than Asia’s first
Rotary Club. 
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RCM’S 24TH ZOOM WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
Thursday, January 19, 20223, 12:30 PM 



MODERATOR: SECRETARY EDWIN HERNANDEZ



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

Greetings and warmest regards to all!

It is with great pleasure to share with you the
activities, events, and meetings that I attended
in the past week through this edition of
President's Diary.

Global Grant Rotary Vision Care Project Implementation in Tondo High
School  
Friday, 13 January 2023

Last Friday, we implemented our Global Grant Rotary Vision Care Project in Tondo High
School with help from Cooperating Organization Physicians for Peace. It was an inspiring day
as I had the opportunity to witness firsthand how this initiative can make a positive
difference in the lives of many people.

Global Grant Rotary Vision Care project implementation led by yours truly and Grant Chair Aries
Balanay together with Cooperating Organization, Physicians for Peace, represented by Ms. Lyne
Abanilla, Tondo High School headed by Principal Rodrigo Natividad together with student
beneficiaries.
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Yours truly assisting the licensed optometrist of Physicians for Peace while
conducting error of refraction pictures, together with Physicians For Peace COO
Lyne Abanilla and Grant Chairman Aries Balanay.

Yours truly and Grant Chairman Aries Balanay together with Tondo High School
Principal/Rotary President of RC Leon Guinto, Mr. Rodrigo Natividad,
teachers/Rotarians from Rotary Club of Tondo Manila, and Physicians for
Peace COO/Past District Governor Lyne Abanilla
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A Tondo High School qualified beneficiary selecting her eye frame assisted
by yours truly and Grant Chairman Aries Balanay during the Rotary Vision
Care Mission 

Tondo High School headed by Principal Rodrigo Natividad showing us the
Four-Way Test and project markers painted on their school façade. 
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Sister Vida Cordero of Physicians for Peace
conducting training for beneficiaries of Rotary
Vision Care

I delivered my special message to the
students, teachers and non-teaching
personnel of Tondo High School, one
of the school beneficiaries of the
Rotary Vision Care Project.

Attendees of the Rotary Vision Care training conducted by Physicians
for Peace and members of the Rotary Club of Manila
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Global Grant Rotary Vision Care Project Implementation in Barrio Obrero
Elementary School
Monday, 16 January 2023

It was an exciting and fulfilling day for the Rotary Club of Manila as we led the
implementation of our Global Grant Vision Care Project in Barrio Obrero Elementary School.

Grant Chair Aries B. Balanay and I together with Barrio Obrero
Elementary School officials headed by Principal Rosana Ramos.

Grant Chair Aries B. Balanay and me with Physicians for Peace COO Lyne
Abanilla endorsing the PERI Kit and Color Blindness test kit donation to
Principal Rosana Ramos.
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Grant Chair Aries B. Balanay and me
inspected the Four-Way Test and
Global Grant Project Markers
installed in Barrio Obrero
Elementary School headed by
Principal Rosana Ramos.

Grant Chair Aries B Balanay, Principal
Rosana Ramos and me assisting one
of the students while undergoing auto
refraction conducted by licensed
optometrist of Physicians for Peace.

Yours truly assisting one of the
beneficiaries of Vision Care Project
during the frame selection to make
sure the frame fits the student who will
receive the eyeglasses
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Aside from vision screening, the Rotary Club of Manila is also providing
free Color Blindness tests to school beneficiaries. Many individuals often
disregard how much not being able to distinguish specific colors can
influence a person's life. It affects everything, from what jobs a color-
deficient person can do down to small decisions like what food to eat.

Grant Chair Aries Balanay and me turning over the Four-Way Test
marker to Principal Rosanna Ramos.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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We identified the perfect place to prominently display the Four-Way Test marker.

Sr. Vida Cordero of Physicians for Peace conducting the training on how to take
care of the eyes to students, parents, teaching and non-teaching personnel of
Barrio Obrero Elementary School.
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7th Special Board Meeting
Monday, 16 January 2023

We had our 7th Special Board Meeting last Monday via Zoom. With me at the Board meeting
were IPP Chito Zaldarriaga, VP Reggie Yu, Directors Hans Palacios, Albert Alday and Johnny
Chotrani, BLA Raoul Creencia, Treas. Karlo Castro, Asst. Treas. PJ Garcia, RCMFI Chair Pepo
Nuñez, and World Community Service (Grant) Committee Chairman Aries Balanay.
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Global Grant Rotary Vision Care Project Implementation in Isabelo Delos
Reyes Elementary School
Tuesday, 17 January 2023

Last Tuesday, we implemented our Global Grant Vision Care Project at Isabelo Delos Reyes
Elementary School in Tondo, Manila. Through this project, over 150 pupils, teachers and
parents were given free eye screenings and prescription eyeglasses.

There was a short program before the dispensing of eyeglasses 

Dr. Wilma of Physicians for Peace conducting a training on how to
take care of eyeglasses to the 150+ recipients of Rotary Vision Care.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Dispensing of prescription glasses 

Rotary Club of Manila, represented by yours truly, received a Certificate of
Recognition for generously providing eye screenings and eye glasses to the
pupils, teachers and parents of Isabelo Delos Reyes Elementary School,
given this 17th day of January 2023 in Tondo, Manila, signed by Louella
Maricar O. Cheng, IRES Rotary Club Coordinator and Principal Eleodora B.
Vergara, Principal IV.



PRESIDENT'S DIARY
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Yours truly assisting Dr. Wilma Nieva of Physicians for Peace during the
eye dispensing and fitting of eyeglasses to students. 

A very happy teacher of Isabelo Delos Reyes Elem. School receiving his
eyeglasses from Rotary Club of Manila Vision Care Program.
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District 3810 Chinese New Year Celebration
Tuesday, 17 January 2023

I attended the Chinese New Year Celebration of District 3810 held at Golden Bay Seafood
Restaurant in Pasay City. Members of Rotary Club of Manila who were also present were
PDG Rudy Bediones, Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Lance Tan, Rtn. Joey Garcia, STAR Rtn. Paul Koh,
Grant Chair STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay, Rtn. Rami Chahwan, and STAR Rtn. Arvin Arik
Carranceja. 
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Technical Run in Preparation for Weekly Membership Meeting
Wednesday, 18 January 2023

I joined the Program Committee’s technical run in preparation for today’s Weekly
Membership Meeting (January 19, 2023). Programs Committee Chairman PD Amading
Valdez, Sec. Edwin Hernandez, Asst. Secretary Mike Albana, and STAR Rtn. Paul Koh attended
the meeting. Also present were ES Anna Kun Toledo and EA Amy Babiano.

As essayed by the photos above featured, the Rotary Club of Manila has been actively
involved in a variety of initiatives to help promote eye health and vision care among our
beneficiaries. 

Our commitment to improving lives through service is unwavering as we continue to strive
towards making our community healthier and more prosperous. 

Let us all pledge that together, we will make an even greater difference this year!

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S NOTE
Raoul C. Creencia

Editor-in-Chief, balita

Brillianteering. In today’s regular weekly meeting,
President Hermie Esguerra will be giving his mid-year
report to the Rotary Club of Manila members and
guests. Since July, the President’s weekly activities,
which is religiously featured in Balita through the
“President’s Diary”,  has surely given everyone a
glimpse of the various successfully implemented
projects, solidified partnerships with other clubs,
government entities, and civic organizations, as well as
the awards and recognitions that the Club has thus far
received    from   the    district.   Our    Club   has   surely 
accomplished much over the past six months, and we have a reason to celebrate and
be proud.

The completed projects and the ones in the pipeline for implementation in the coming
months tell us of the resilience, strength of character, and vibrance of the country’s
oldest Rotary Club.

To be sure, the Club has had some unique challenges and drawbacks in the past six
months, but this should be seen as part of the (necessary) process of the Club going
through the crucible of severe testing.  Even after more than a century of existence,
Asia’s first Rotary Club continues to go through the process of sharpening and
polishing – and this is how a priceless creation is perfected. In fact, a billion years
creation of nature, the natural diamond, still needs to undergo through a cutting and
polishing process to let it  achieve a perfect shape, and make it sparkle and shine. 

In a process called brillianteering, the facets of the cut diamond are polished so that it
reflects and refracts the optimal amount of light. It is the polishing of the natural
diamond that determines how much fire, brilliance and sparkle it will have. 

When a raw diamond is first discovered, it looks unremarkable: a clear pebble or rough
crystal scarred by its journey from deep within the earth’s crust. It takes the diamond
cutter’s art to release its brilliance, fire, and scintillation.

The Rotary Club of Manila, just like a raw diamond, has to go through the same
process. Since a diamond is the hardest known mineral to man, only another diamond
can cut it. This explains why it is not the copper saw that cuts through the natural
rough diamond, but the diamond dust it is coated with. 

As we reflect on the past six months of the current Rotary year, and as we look forward
to the future of our Club, let us endeavor to each be a diamond dust to collectively coat
the copper saw to fashionably cut and mold our Club. Let us all positively contribute so
that the process of brillianteering will truly result in a sparkling and priceless gem that
is the Rotary Club of Manila.
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23RD REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Rtn. Anton Mauricio led the
recitation of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 23rd Regular Meeting
had Program Committee
Chair, PD Amading Valdez,
as Moderator/Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres. Hermie
Esguerra called the meeting to order.

Apart from the live singing by the members
and guests in attendance, the rendition of the
Philippine National Anthem the was made
more meaningful by the Rotary Club of
Manila Audiovisual Presentation, featuring
captivating images of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving
Father God, AT PJ Garcia  led the
Invocation and Special Prayer.
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The singing of the Philippine
Rotary Hymn again electrified
everybody’s Rotarian spirit.

The World Famous Chorale sang RCM’s signature Welcome Song to the delight of
the guests and visitors.

The Moderator acknowledged and
introduced the Visiting Guests and
Rotarians.

23RD REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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23RD REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

The week’s birthday celebrants were duly acknowledged, namely Rtn. Xavy Xialcita, STAR
Rtn. Anthony Paul Koh and Rtn. Jed Dayang. This was followed by the World Famous
Music Chorale singing the RCM’s unique and captivating happy birthday song. 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his
message during the President’s Time.
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STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay duly recognized
and acknowledged the donors of the
Global Grant for Rotary Vision Care. 



Important matters were further discussed and clarified during the open forum
participated by PP Archit Bartolome, IPP Chito Zaldarriaga, PT Lito Sibayan
and Mr. Andrew Masigan (guest).

PP Archit Bartolome introduced
the Guest of Honor and Speaker,
Hon. Felipe Medalla, Governor,
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.

Guest of Honor and Speaker BSP
Gov. Felipe Medalla, delivered his
much well-received address.

President Hermie Esguerra and Programs
Committee Chairman IPD Amading Valdez
presented the Token of Appreciation, attested
by Club Secretary Edwin Hernandez, to Guest
of Honor and Speaker Hon. Felipe Medalla,
Governor, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.

23RD REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP
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23RD REGULAR MEETING: A RECAP

Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his closing remarks and adjourned the meeting.

The World Famous Music Chorale once again took the floor
for the live and heartfelt singing of the RC Manila Hymn. 
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
List of Members Who Have Paid

Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023
(As of January 18, 2023, 12:00 PM)

FULLY PAID
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB ADMINISTRATION

PARTIALLY PAID
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

Nominees for RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Election for RY 2922-2924 Board of Trustees
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RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.

29Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita        January 19, 2023

On January 18, 2023, from
10:30 am to 3:00 pm, the
Board of Trustees of RCManila
Foundation, Inc. (RCMFI)
elected 15 new trustees.

Out of the 74 RCMFI
members, a total of 43 votes
—or 58.11%—were obtained
through the use of Election
runners.



RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC.
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Amendment to the RCMFI By-laws was about:

RATIONALE:
To achieve continuity of
projects and long-term
growth of the Foundation by
providing a two-year term of
office for members of the
Board of Trustees, who shall
be elected to a term on a
staggered basis.

Article IV, Section 3

Term of Office - Elected
trustees shall hold office for
one (1) year or until their
successors are duly elected
and qualified.  Trustees may
be reelected after the
conclusion of any term of
service as trustees.  Provided,
that they then satisfy the
qualification for serving as
trustees set forth in Section 5
of the Article.  Barring death,
resignation, removal, or failure
of qualification, each trustees
shall hold office for the term
for which the trustee is
elected or until the election
and qualification of a
successor

Article IV, Section 3
Staggered Term of Office. 
 Elected Trustees shall hold
office for two (2) years or until
their successors are duly
elected and qualified.  Trustees
may be re-elected after the
conclusion of any term of
service as Trustees, Provided,
That they then satisfy the
qualification for serving as
Trustees set forth in Section 5
of this Article.  Of those first
elected, the eight (8) trustees
who garnered the highest
votes shall hold office for two
(2) years, and the remaining
seven (7) trustees shall hold
office for one (1) year. 
 Trustees elected thereafter
to fill vacancies caused by
expiration of term shall hold
office for two (2) years. 
 However, trustees elected
thereafter to fill vacancies
occurring before the
expiration of a particular
term, shall hold office only
for the unexpired period. 
 Barring death, resignation,
removal or failure of
qualification, each Trustee shall
hold office for the term for
which the Trustee is elected or
until the election and
qualification of a successor.

RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE EXISTING PROVISION PROPOSED AMENDMENT



DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT
Global Grant: Rotary Vision Care Project 

Coordination Meeting
for Global Grant # 234386
Rotary Vision Care Project 

A zoom coordination meeting for Global Grant # 234386 Rotary Vision Care
Project by Grant Chairman Aries Balanay with school beneficiaries Jose Abad
Santos High School and P. Gomez Elementary School, together with
coordinating organization Physicians for Peace to plan for the diagnostic and
dispensing of eye glass procedure.
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DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT

Proposed Cleft Lip/Palate Project Meeting

Proposed Cleft Lip/Palate Project meeting was held this morning, January 19,
2023 at 10:00 a.m. with PAS Joel Valdez, Mr. Carlos Valdes and Grant Chair STAR
Rtn. Aries Balanay.  Also present was ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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YOUTH SERVICE
Rotary Club of Manila Sponsors

Nine Interactors at Interact Assembly 

Interact Club of Elpidio Quirino

1. Pamela Holgado
2. Ralf Esguerra
3. Kindra Sanchez
4. Monique Vidal
5. Amanda Villarante

6. Andrei DE Dios
7. Genies Ricarte 
8. Vincent Felizardo
9.Ronaldo Capang
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SPECIAL FEATURE
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To build a collective response to the pandemic concerns 
To help societies distinguish facts from fiction in  a new information ecosystem
To recommend resilient, inclusive, and sustainable solutions that will benefit all
levels of stakeholders
To create a network that will address the pressing concerns and threats using the
most innovative solutions and approaches.

THE LAUREATES:
The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL) Summit
Theme: “Today’s Act, Tomorrow’s Impact”



January 17, 2023

Tuesday, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM



MODERATOR
PRES. REGINALD YU

President, Times Paint Corporation

The event will bring together the distinguished TOFIL Laureates, scientists, engineers,
the members of the academe, decision-makers, top-level professionals, and the most
prominent players who will establish long-term and short-term discussions, which will
be used as a springboard toward addressing global issues with a view to support
peace and inspire our people to develop solutions for societal challenges.   

The specific objectives are as follows:

COGS IN THE WHEEL
VP Reginald Yu is Moderator

at The Laureates:
The Outstanding Filipino (TOFIL) Summit
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A Mini Fellowship
at Rtn. Teddy Tee's Office

FELLOWSHIP

A mini fellowship at Rtn. Teddy Tee's office in Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City was
held after the weekly membership meeting last Thursday, January 12, 2023.
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