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The RI President is coming to town. There will in fact be a
town hall meeting at the Philippine International
Convention Center where she will have the opportunity to
interact and discuss, in one venue, the RI policy of diversity,
equity, and inclusion with many Filipino Rotarians. The
Rotary Club of Manila, First in Asia, will surely be at the
forefront with a big number of Manila Rotarians attending
this momentous event. Today, November 24, all roads lead
to PICC.
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Dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

We are all thrilled that Rotary 
International President Jennifer Jones 
is in the Philippines this week as part of 
her Imagine Impact Tour. We are honored
to have the opportunity to attend the DEI
Townhall Meeting today at the Philippine
International Convention Center (PICC). 

This event is an important opportunity to hear directly from the RI President
her commitment to make Rotary more accessible and equitable. We are
inspired to hear how she is championing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in
Rotary. The Townhall Meeting will provide a platform for dialogue around
DEI initiatives and an opportunity to share best practices. 

We are committed to making Rotary a more diverse and inclusive
organization that embraces the unique differences among our members
and encourages everyone to reach their full potential. We are excited to be
part of this historic meeting and look forward to learning more about the
initiatives President Jones will be introducing. 

Meanwhile, here are the meetings, events and activities I attended during
the past week. 
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45th Anniversary and 46th Induction Ceremonies of Seven Lakes
Lions Club MJF
Wednesday, 16 November 2022

I attended the Seven Lakes Lions Club MJF event held at Vikings, SM Mall of Asia last
Wednesday, November 16. The Seven Lakes Lions Club MJF is our partner club at the Eye
Prosthetic Project held last August 29, 2022 at the Veridian Social Hall in Greenhills, San Juan
which served 40 pediatric eye cancer patients.

RCM will continue Service Project partnerships with organizations in line with the Rotary’s
commitment to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI).
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Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel’s 39th Charter Anniversary and
40th Handover and Induction Ceremonies 2022
Friday, 18 November 2022

I attended the 39th Charter Anniversary and 40th Handover and Induction Ceremonies of
Rotary Club of Manila San Miguel that was held in East Ocean Palace located in Aseana
Entertainment City, Pasay City. 
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The event’s theme was “Crazy Rich Asian”.

With DG Joyce Ambray and RC Manila San Miguel PLP Mary Co

With PDG Rudy Bediones, Past First Lady
Sharon Bediones and DG Joyce Ambray 
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We had our Fourth Special Board Meeting last Saturday, November 19. With me at the
meeting were IPP Chito Zaldarriaga, VP Reggie Yu, Directors Johnny Chotrani and Jujut
Enriquez, and Asst. Secretary Mike Albaña.

balita        November 24, 2022
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Fourth Special Board Meeting
Saturday, 19 November 2022, 9:00 a.m.
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Project Inspection: Mobile Potable Water Station and Charging Station 
Sunday, 20 November 2022

I’m happy to give an update on the mobile potable water station and charging station
project. This is a joint project of the Rotary Club of Manila, Rotary Club of Paco Manila and
Rotary Club of Lahaina, Hawaii.

On top of the potable water station is the
mark of Rotary excellence which I installed

In front is the water tank and
the water filtration system 

On the right side is the refilling station to
provide clean water for communities

affected by calamities

On the left side is the phone and laptop
charging station to keep the community

connected even when power is out

At the back is the generator and spare
water filters 

We just need to change the tires and put Rotary
branding, and the mobile-potable-water-station-

cum-charging-station is ready to go!
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An Update on the Child Patient Diagnosed with Nephrotic Syndrome 
Sunday, 20 November 2022

Last September, we helped Cjay Benoza Severa who was diagnosed with nephrotic syndrome.
This is him today, cured of his kidney ailment. He just needs maintenance medicine. 

The family is currently staying at the Esguerra
Farm as they wait for his follow-up check-up.
The family is grateful to the Rotary Club of
Manila for all the help and support extended
to them. 

Thank you, Director in Chage for Medical
Treatment and Child Care PE/Dir. Raffy
Alunan, Chairman PD John Cenica (for
referring the urologist) and Co-Chairman of
Maternal and Child Care Committee Rtn. Brix
Pujalte for the guidance and referral to
National Kidney Hospital.
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Coordination Meeting to Prepare for the Visit of our Sister Club,
Rotary Club of Sang Ju Central
Tuesday, 22 November 2022, 6:00 p.m.

We had a coordination meeting last Tuesday, November 22 via Zoom to prepare for the visit
of our sister club, Rotary Club of Sang Ju Central, RI District 3630, South Korea. In attendance
were Chairman/Sec. Edwin Hernandez, Dir. Hans Palacios, Dir. Albert Alday, SAA Nagi
Zeitouni, Rtn. Rami Chahwan, Rtn. JB Pallasigue, Rtn. Joel Talampas, Grant Chairman Aries
Balanay, Save Pasig River Chairman Junjie Vazquez, STAR Rotarians Ben Ibuyan and Miguel
Lazaro, Pasig River Coordination and Management Office Team, and Rotary Club of Manila
Premier Past President Jay Jang.

Meeting of the Committee on Rotary Vision Care
Wednesday, 23 November 2022

We had a Zoom
meeting yesterday,
November 23, to
plan for the launch
of Rotary Vision
Care, an approved
Global Grant
project #2344386.
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Rotaract Club of DLSU’s Financial Literacy Program
Wednesday, 23 November 2022, 2:00 p.m.

I joined VPE/VP Reggie Yu, Asst. Secretary Mike Albaña and Rtn. JB Pallasigue yesterday in
supporting the Rotaract Club of De La Salle University’s Financial Literacy Program. 

That's all for this week. I hope you join me in sharing your enthusiasm and energy for Rotary
International's commitment to DEI.

Let’s all have a great Thursday, my fellow Manila Rotarians! 

Yours in Rotary Service,

Pres. Hermie Esguerra 
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Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

balita        November 24, 2022

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. DEI, or diversity, equity
and inclusion refers to a policy or practice that is designed
to make people of various backgrounds feel welcome and
ensure they have the needed support to perform to the
fullest of their abilities. It is a term used to describe
programs that promote the representation and
participation, in an association or workplace, of different
groups of individuals, including people of different ages,
races and ethnicities, abilities and disabilities, genders,
religions, cultures and sexual orientations.

This is a policy that is being pursued by Rotary
International (RI).  Conformably with this  policy, the RI By-
Laws (Section 4.070) provides that “(e)ach club xxx shall endeavor to build a well-balanced
membership that celebrates diversity, equity, and inclusion. No club xxx, regardless of when
it joined RI, may in any way limit membership due to gender, race, color, creed, national
origin, or sexual orientation, or impose any membership condition not specifically allowed
by the RI constitution or bylaws. Any membership provision or condition in conflict with this
section is null, void, and without effect.” 

All clubs registered prior to 6 June 1922, which includes RCM, have been required to adopt
the standard RI Constitution for clubs. The standard Constitution states that “(t)his club shall
be composed of adult persons who demonstrate good character, integrity, and leadership;
possess good reputation within their business, profession, and/or community; and are
willing to serve in their community and/or around the world” (Article 8, Section 1).

However, the RI Council on Legislation’s Enactment 89-76 allowed clubs to operate under
specified variations to the standard RI constitution, “provided the exact texts of the
variations have been sent to and identified by the board of directors of Rotary International
by 31 December 1989.” The Rotary Club of Manila’s being an all-male club is one of the
variations from the standard Rotary Club Constitution that was timely sent and reported to
the RI board of directors sometime in December 1989. Thus, pursuant to Enactment 89-76,
RCM is allowed to operate under the variations that were reported to RI in compliance with
the latter’s directive.

To be sure, however, RCM is fully supportive of the DEI policy of RI. In fact, the programs,
projects and initiatives of the Club are consciously designed and planned to touch the lives of a
diverse group of people, as well as effect changes in communities and institutions where
everyone is respected, valued and welcomed. RCM also has specific projects whose special
emphasis is addressing the needs and concerns of women and children. More, RCM actively
partners and pursues projects with other Rotary Clubs that have all-gender memberships. 

Consistent with RI’s noble objective, RCM fully recognizes that each individual must have “the
necessary access to resources, opportunities, networks, and support to thrive.” This is why
RCM ensures that its partnerships, pursuits, and projects are always aimed towards
promoting and championing diversity, equity and inclusion.
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STAR Rtn. Philip Brian Wombwell led
the recitation of the Four (4) Way Test. 

The 20th Regular Meeting
had Rtn. Joel Valdes as
Program Moderator/
Facilitator.

Sounding the bell, Pres. Hermie
Esguerra called the meeting to
order.

Two national anthems were sang: the USA
National Anthem and the Philippine
National Anthem. The latter was made more
meaningful and alive by the Rotary Club of
Manila Audiovisual Presentation, featuring
captivating images of Manila Rotarians. 

Humbly calling upon our loving
Father God, STAR Rtn. Xavy
Zialcita  led the Invocation and
Special Prayer.

balita        November 24, 2022



Everyone’s Rotarian
spirit was inspired
with the singing of
the Philippine
Rotary Hymn, made 
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The World Famous Chorale sang
RCM’s signature Welcome Song to
the delight of the guests and visitors.

The Moderator acknowledged
and introduced the Visiting
Guests and Rotarians.

A RECAP

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
delivered his president’s time.

The week’s birthday celebrants were duly
acknowledged, namely Rtn. Gerry Magbanua
and Rtn. Martin Romualdez. This was followed
by the World Famous Music Chorale singing
the happy birthday song. 

20th REGULAR MEETING: 

PD Nick Locsin introduced the Guest Speaker
-- Christopher Wiseman, President, Rotary
Club of San Francisco, U.S.A. (RY 2022-2023).

balita        November 24, 2022

more meaningful with the accompanying
audiovisual presentation. 
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A RECAP

Guest Speaker RCSF President
Christopher Wiseman delivered a
truly wonderful message.

20th REGULAR MEETING: 

Important matters were further discussed and clarified during the open forum
participated by Pres. Hermie Esguerra, PD Oca Del Rosario, Rtn. John Michael
Cutter, and PD Beda Fajardo.

balita        November 24, 2022

Past President Mary Liu, RC San
Francisco made a presentation of
the initiative that is being jointly
pursued by the RCM and RCSF.
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A RECAP

Pres. Hermie Esguerra
delivered his closing remarks
and adjourned the meeting.

President Hermie Esguerra
and Programs Committee
Chairman IPD Amading
Valdez presented the
Certificate of Appreciation,
attested by Club Secretary
Edwin Hernandez, to Guest
Speaker Christopher
Wiseman, President, Rotary
Club of San Francisco,
U.S.A. RY 2022-2023.

20th REGULAR MEETING: 

The World Famous Music Chorale
Audiovisual Presentation propelled
the inspired singing of the RC Manila
Hymn. 

balita        November 24, 2022
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of November 23, 2022, 1:00 PM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

FULLY PAID

balita        November 24, 2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

PARTIALLY PAID
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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RCMFI plans the RCM Christmas Party for December 8, 2022 at the Pacific Star
Building in Makati. Shown here during the planning session at the same venue
is RCMFI Chair Pepo Nuñez, RCMFI President Lito Sibayan, RCM Membership
Director Jujut Enriquez, Fellowship Chair Teddy Tee and Co-Chair Rami
Chahwan, and RCMFI Assistant Secretary Anton Mauricio.

RCMFI Plans the RCM Christmas Party 
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Shelter Kits for Families Affected by Typhoon
Paeng in Sipalay and Cotabato Get Help

from the Rotary Club of Manila

balita        November 24, 2022
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On behalf of the Rotary Club of Manila Disaster
Relief Committee, I would like to thank our
beloved members who donated to fund our
Typhoon Paeng Relief Operations providing
shelter kits to 113 affected families. I would also
like to acknowledge Pres. Hermie Esguerra, VP
Reggie Yu, Treas. Karlo Castro, ES Anna, DSAA Nagi
Zeitouni, Rtns. Rami  Chahwan and Inov Talusan,
STAR Rtn. Mike Roxas and Co-Chair JB Pallasigue
for the support and assistance in the planning,
organization and implementation of the relief
operations for Noveleta, Sipalay and Cotabato
City. Kudos and a snappy salute to all of you! 

Michael Albaña
Chairman
RCM Disaster Relief Committee

balita        November 24, 2022
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PGH Children's Cancer Initiative
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DENR, Rotary Club of Manila
Boost Pasig River Rehab

balita        November 24, 2022

Published in The Daily Tribune, 13 November 2022
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Pinning of Ambassador Pin
on Rtn. George Neil Paraoan

of Rotary Club of Cebu

balita        November 24, 2022

Pinning of Ambassador Pin on Rtn. George Neil Paraoan of Rotary Club of Cebu by
Dir. Johnny Chotrani. Witnessing the pinning are DGN Jackie Rodriguez,

PDG Vince Carlos, Rtn. Juan Montel and Rtn. Ariel Abriam.

INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS

Pictures, planning and meeting with
RCC Ambassador George Neil Paraoan
to RCM on plans of continued mutual
social and service projects. Present
were PDG Vince Carlos, Director for
International Service Johnny Chotrani,
RCM Ambassador to Spain Juan Montel,
Chairman of International Relations
Committee Nick Locsin, PS Ariel Abriam
and DGN Jackie Rodriguez. 

During the meeting, RCM Director for
International Relations Johnny Chotrani
pinned the Ambassador's pin on RCC
Ambassador to RCM.
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Rtn. Paco Magsaysay Awarded 2022 Emerging
Entrepreneur of the Year by the Italian Chamber

of Commerce in the Philippines 

Congratulations, Paco M,
for being awarded by the

Italian Chamber of
Commerce in the

Philippines (ICCPI) as
2022 Emerging

Entrepreneur of the Year.
You really deserve it!

balita        November 24, 2022
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Rtn. Paco Magsaysay
Awarded
Small Business
Entrepreneur 2022 

balita        November 24, 2022
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RCMers Recognized by BizNews Asia

balita        November 24, 2022
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Ambassador Jet Ledda as AEP to the Kingdom of
Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and
the Commission of the European Communities

and Council of the European Union

balita        November 24, 2022

Congratulations on a more complete nomination,
Ambassador Jet Ledda, as AEP to the Kingdom of
Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and
the Commission of the European Communities
and Council of the European Union. Looking
forward to your full confirmation by the
Commission on Appointments soon.



COGS
IN THE WHEEL

30Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter

Rtn. Joshua Aragon's Zagana
Wins Golden Grab Awards

for the Fresh & Frozen Category

balita        November 24, 2022

Congratulations, Rtn. Joshua Aragon,
for winning the Golden Grab Awards

for the Fresh & Frozen Category
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JUNIOR CONFEDERATION OF FINANCE
ASSOCIATIONS - PHILIPPINES

Financial Leaders' Conference
"Achieving Success Through Sustainability Leadership"

balita        November 24, 2022

The Junior Confederation of Finance Associations - Philippines successfully held the
Financial Leaders' Conference with the theme "Achieving Success Through Sustainability
Leadership" on November 20th, 2022, with the goal of transforming future financial leaders
into more competent and capable leaders while promoting sustainability. The conference
encompasses a variety of sustainability-related topics. Mr. Antonilo D. Mauricio, the JCFAP's
Founding Adviser, has imparted his knowledge and skills on the JCFAP Leaders and the
Sustainable Development Goal. As the Founding Adviser, he highlighted his 16-year
experience of building a finance education ecosystem and continually making a difference,
as well as addressing the JCFAP Leaders' roles and responsibilities in order to achieve the
sustainable development goal. It was also attended by other financial sector leaders,
including Mr. Emmanuel Velante, the Director for Training and Development, who spoke
about "Pioneering a Sustainable Future"; Mrs. Rynah F. Ventura, the Vice President of Clark
Development Corporation, who spoke about "Sustainability and Ethical Decision-Making in
Finance"; and Mr. Jef Menguin, the Virtual Mentor and Learning Strategist, who spoke about
"Promoting Sustainable Changes Through Partnerships and Collaborations”.
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FINANCE EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION (FIN.ED)
3rd Quarter General Membership Meeting (GMM)

“ESG in Finance: Focus on Sustainability”

balita        November 24, 2022

Mr. Antonilo D. Mauricio, the Chairman and Founder of the Finance Educators
Association (Fin.Ed), a non-profit organization founded in 2012 for finance educators
and practitioners, attended its 3rd Quarter General Membership Meeting (GMM).
The event was held on November 19, 2022, from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, with the theme
"ESG in Finance: Focus on Sustainability," as part of their mission to develop strong
leaders and be a catalyst for change and innovation in finance education. The
webinar aims to educate the general public about the factors to evaluate companies
and countries on how far advanced they are with sustainability. They had two
relevant topics: ESG 101, which was discussed by Mr. Manuel "Dmi" Lozano, Senior
Vice President, Chief Financial Officer, and Chief Corporate Information Officer of
Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Inc. since 2015, and Sustainability Innovations in Finance,
which was discussed by Ms. Rhodora Brazil-De Vera, Deputy Director at the
Supervisory Policy and Research Department (SPRD), Financial Supervision Sector
(FSS) of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP). The meeting was preceded by updates
on Fin.Ed membership, including discussions on the organization's current and
future projects, programs, and events.
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JFINEX - TIP Manila
“Financial Literacy: Building and Sustaining

Career in Finance”

balita        November 24, 2022

The Junior Financial Executives - TIP Manila successfully convened a webinar, with
the theme “Financial Literacy: Building and Sustaining Career in Finance” last
Monday, November 21, 2022, through Zoom Conference. Mr. Antonilo Mauricio was
given the opportunity to share his knowledge and expertise in the field of finance by
raising awareness and promoting the importance of financial literacy, and providing
insights and a glimpse into the organization and education in the financial sector to
enable students to achieve financial goals and devise financially responsible actions.
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