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The search for truth requires an open mind,
The real facts, together let us seek and find.
All sides and angles must be keenly looked into,
In the end, we can perhaps learn a thing or two.

Yes, fairness and goodwill we should pursue,
And judiciously check if it will be beneficial, too.
So, search for truth we must with unbiased minds,
Listen to all sides, but swiftly rebuff a lie that blinds.
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Program Timetable

Rotary Year 2022-2023
Thursday, October 27, 2022, 12:30 PM

17th
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Invocation and Special Prayers                                       

Russian Federation National Anthem

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

The Four (4) Way Test 

Call to Order

Video Presentation

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM Music Chorale  

12:30 PM                   

RTN. JOSELITO “Joey” UPO 
RC Manila South

Part I

October 23
October 26
October 26

Maligayang Bati/Happy Birthday Song AVP of RCM Music Chorale 

PD NICK LOCSIN
AS/DE MIKE ALBAÑA
RTN. JUNJIE VAZQUEZ

PRES. HERMINIO “Hermie” S. ESGUERRA
PRESIDENT HENRY VILLA

RTN. HENRY ENTRADORA                                          
RC Manila South

balita        October 27, 2022

Registration & Zoom In

Program Moderator

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

PAST DIRECTOR ISSAM ELDEBS

Introduction of Guests 

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

PRESIDENT'S TIME PRES. HERMINIO “Hermie” S. ESGUERRA
PRESIDENT HENRY VILLA
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Closing Remarks and Meeting Adjournment   PRES. HERMINIO “Hermie” S. ESGUERRA2:00 PM                   

Open Forum 

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation PRES. HERMINIO “Hermie” S. ESGUERRA
IPD AMADO "Amading" D. VALDEZ
Programs Committee Chairman

Attested by:
SECRETARY EDWIN H. HERNANDEZ

Part II INTRODUCTION OF GUEST OF HONOR AND
SPEAKER

AMBASSADOR VICTOR GARCIA
Former Ambassador of the Philippines                
to the RUSSIAN Federation

Philippine Rotary Hymn AVP

17th
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

 Address
HIS EXCELLENCY MARAT IGNATYEVICH PAVLOV

Ambassador of the Russian Federation 
  to the Republic of the Philippines

balita        October 27, 2022
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GUEST OF HONOR & SPEAKER'S PROFILE

HIS EXCELLENCY MARAT IGNATYEVICH PAVLOV

balita        October 27, 2022

Born in 1955
Graduated from the Moscow State Institute of International Relations in
1978 and the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Russian Federation in 1991
Joined the diplomatic service in 1978. Took various diplomatic positions
in the central office and abroad
2007-2013 – Counselor, Senior Counselor of the Embassy of Russia to
Italy
2013-2015 – Chief Counselor of the Fourth European Department, MFA
of Russia
2015-2020 – Consul General in Genova (the Italian Republic)
Designated as the Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the
Republic of the Philippines by the Decree of the President of the
Russian Federation No. 577 of September 21, 2020

Diplomatic rank – Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, II Class

Fluent in English and Italian
Married, with two adult sons

Ambassador of the Russian Federation  to the Republic of the Philippines



PRESIDENT'S
DIARY
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Dear fellow Manila Rotarians, 

Thank you all for another great week of
service to our community. This week's
highlight was the district-wide Polio
Vaccination Project called "Sabayang Patak",
which is in line with World Polio Day on
October 24. Rotary International District 3810,
headed by our District Governor Joyce
Ambray, led the simultaneous polio
vaccination activities in Cavite, Pasay, Manila
and Occidental Mindoro. 

Here's a rundown of all the activities and
events I attended this week.

District Governor’s Visit to the Rotary Club of Manila South 
Thursday, October 20, 2022, 4:00 p.m.

I was invited as an observer at the
District Governor's visit to the
Rotary Club of Manila South. I
delivered a message and shared
how we, at the Rotary Club of
Manila, conduct our Weekly
Membership Meeting. I also
invited them to a joint club virtual
membership meeting today,
October 27.
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9th Handover and Induction Ceremonies of Rotary Club of Pasay
Metro Sunrise
Thursday, October 20, 2022, 5:00 p.m.

I was honored to attend the 9th Handover and Induction Ceremonies of the Rotary Club of
Pasay Metro Sunrise held on October 20 in Casa Ibarra, SM Mall of Asia.

With the Board of Directors and Executive Officers of the Rotary Club of Pasay Metro Sunrise,
led by PLP Sheena Nuñez



PRESIDENT'S
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With DG Joyce Ambray and the family of PLP Sheena Nuñez



PRESIDENT'S
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Fourth Regular Monthly Board Meeting
Friday, 21 October 2022

We had our fourth regular monthly Board meeting last Friday, October 21 via Zoom. Present
at the meeting were IPP Chito Zaldarriaga, VP/VPE Reggie Yu, PE/Dir. Raffy Alunan, Dir. Jujut
Enriquez, DE/Asst. Secretary Mike Albaña and Executive Secretary Anna Kun Toledo.
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World End Polio Day: “Sabayang Patak” Campaign in Imus, Pasay,
Manila and Occidental Mindoro
Monday, October 24, 2022

Rotary International has been on a mission to get rid of polio once and for all. As a founding
partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, we have reduced polio cases by 99.9
percent since our first project to vaccinate children in the Philippines in 1979. Rotary has
donated over $2 billion towards this cause, including matching funds from the Gates
Foundation; not to mention all the countless volunteer hours since launching the polio
eradication program.

Last Monday, October 24, we continued our efforts in eradicating polio as we celebrate
World Polio Day. We vaccinated children in three communities—first in Imus, Cavite at 9 a.m.,
then at Barangay 165 in Malibay Plaza, Pasay City at 1:00 p.m., and finally in Baseco
Compound, Manila at 4:00 p.m. 

Department of Health Director Dr. Eric Tayag, who is also Past President and incumbent RI
District 3810 Senior Deputy Governor for District COVID-19 Adviser and Chairperson for the
Mental Health program, accompanied us in the vaccination sites.

VP Reggie Yu, Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Asst. Secretary Mike Albaña, and STAR Rtn. Aries Balanay
joined us in Malibay Plaza. We were also graced by the presence of Pasay City Mayor Emily-
Calixto Rubiano and FG Egay Rubiano. 

End Polio: Sabayang Patak in Malibay Plaza, Pasay City
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End Polio: Sabayang Patak in Baseco Compound, Manila
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The Rotary Clubs of Abra de Ilog, Mamburao and Lubang Islands in Occidental Mindoro also
administered oral polio vaccinations to their respective communities alongside the mayors
and health officials to vaccinate children as part of the Sabayang Patak campaign, which is a
District 3810-Manila, Pasay, Cavite and Occidental Mindoro campaign.

Altogether, we have successfully vaccinated around 1,000 children.

Ending polio is a daunting task, but it's one that we're committed to accomplish until every
child is vaccinated. We are this close to ending polio. It was a tiring but ultimately fulfilling day
of Service Above Self as we continue our fight against the disease. It was great to see the
Rotary Club of Manila taking part in the campaign. With your help, we are one step closer to
making history and achieving a world free from polio.

Areas of Focus achieved: Disease Prevention and Treatment and Maternal and Child Care

After the whole day of activities, the Rotarians and medical team went to Aristocrat Restaurant
in Roxas Boulevard for a fellowship dinner. 

Also, in celebration of the End Polio Awareness Campaign, the Rotary Club of Manila has
joined the other clubs in District 3810 in installing END POLIO NOW tarpaulins along Roxas
Boulevard. The tarpaulins are on display until October 30, 2022. 

It has been an eventful week for me as president of the Rotary Club of Manila. As always, I am
grateful for all that we have experienced and accomplished this past week and am looking
forward to continuing our work in service of our communities.

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Pres. Hermie Esguerra



EDITOR'S
NOTE
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Raoul C. Creencia
Editor-in-Chief, balita

balita        October 27, 2022

The role or contribution of every Manila Rotarian is not considered small, minor, or
insignificant. The input of each member, when done from the heart and in the spirit of
true volunteerism, invariably keeps the RCM wheel moving. Indeed, as a volunteer
organization, whatever time or talent is shared by a member, or whichever role he plays
to fulfill the Club’s mission is, and must be, applauded and welcomed. 

Every cog in the RCM wheel contributes to keep it turning and achieve its goals.

RCM is fortunate to have many outstanding cogs in its wheel. But, while it is one thing to
have numerous cogs to create the needed torque and push, it is an altogether different
thing to have a competent machinist to perfectly put all the components of a wheel or a
machine together. Precision machining is imperative in order to ensure the perfect
intersecting and meshing of the cogs. 

As can be seen in any wheel, most notably the logo of Rotary International, all cogs (the
projections in the wheel) are evenly sized.  Equally noticeable are the uniformly spaced
and punctiliously measured gaps in between the cogs. These combined features are
essential to enable the wheel and all the cogs to seamlessly and properly operate.
Hence, whenever one cog is not properly molded and ends up out of shape or bigger
than the others, the wheel will malfunction; and whenever the space or gap between
cogs are not evenly measured, the cog will not fit and the same disastrous and
problematic result will surface.

A bloated or oversized cog, therefore, has no place in an otherwise perfectly functioning
wheel. While some cogs may be built or polished to shine better, they cannot be made
bigger than the others. The sizes must be equal, for the spaces and gaps that they are
meant to mesh with are evenly and keenly measured.

Cogs who shine are recognized. Achievers are applauded, and RCM holds the distinct
pride of having a lot of them within its ranks.

COGS IN THE WHEEL. Whenever someone is
described as a cog in a wheel or machine, what is
usually referred is a small but necessary and
important part of a large organization or group.
Literally, a cog refers to the wheel or bar that
contains projections or teeth on another wheel or
bar, generating torque. It also refers to the
projections on a cogwheel.

For the Rotary Club of Manila, the cogs in the
wheel are the individual members who constitute
the heart of the organization. Each Manila Rotarian
is considered a cog, which has kept our more-than-
a-century-old and ever-reliable wheel turning. 
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A RECAP
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The singing of the RC Manila Hymn
was led by the World Famous
Music Chorale through an
audiovisual presentation.

The Club had its 16th Regular
Meeting at Conrad Hotel with Sec.
Edwin Hernandez as Program
Moderator/ Facilitator.

Enthusiastically sounding the
bell, Pres. Hermie Esguerra
called the meeting to order.

The Philippine National Anthem was made
more meaningful and alive by the Rotary
Club of Manila Audiovisual Presentation,
featuring Manila Rotarians honoring the flag
and country.  

AS/DE Mike Albaña   led the
Invocation and Special
Prayer.

balita        October 27, 2022



Treas. Karlo Castro led the
recitation of the Four (4) Way
Test. 
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The World Famous Chorale
sang RCM’s signature
Welcome Song to honor the
Club’s guests and visitors.

The Moderator acknowledged and
introduced the Visiting Guests and Rotarians.

THE 16th REGULAR MEETING: 

A RECAP

balita        October 27, 2022

The week’s birthday celebrants were
duly acknowledged, namely Rtn. Sean
Rodriguez, Rtn. Art Dela Cruz, STAR
Rtn. Pablo Calles Arguelles and Rtn.
Teng Catalan. This was followed by the
World Famous Music Chorale singing
the unique and jolly birthday song.
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THE 16th REGULAR MEETING: 

A RECAP

Dir. Jujut Enriquez (on behalf of PP Frank Evaristo), PT Pepo Nunez, PP Boy
Guevarra and Rtn. Bollie Bolton, as proposers, introduced the new members who
were scheduled to be inducted.

Pres. Hermie Esguerra led the induction
of new RCM Members namely: STAR Rtn.
Antonio V. Echavez, STAR Rtn. Nicolo
Sumulong Hallare, STAR Rtn. Benedict
Julius F. Ibuyan, STAR Rtn. Juan Miguel
Lazaro and STAR Rtn. Philip Wombwell.

PDG Vince Carlos gave
an inspiring message
during the charging of
the new members.

balita        October 27, 2022
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Important points were
further discussed and
clarified during the open
forum participated by
DGN Jackie Rodriguez
and BLA Raoul Creencia.

THE 16th REGULAR MEETING: 

A RECAP

PDG Liza V. Elorde, Chairman, District
Rotary Foundation delivered her
address. She gave valuable information
about the workings of the Rotary
Foundation, and how RCM could better
avail of Global and District Grants to
support its various projects. 

PD Issam Eldebs
introduced the Guest
Speaker PDG Liza V.
Elorde, Chairman, District
Rotary Foundation, R.I.
District 3810.

balita        October 27, 2022



Pres. Hermie Esguerra delivered his impressive first quarter
report, a first in the history of RCM. His report highlighted the Club’s
laudable performance after three months of RY 2022-2023. 
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THE 16th REGULAR MEETING: 

A RECAP

President Hermie Esguerra and Programs Committee Chairman IPD Amading
Valdez presented the Certificate of Appreciation, attested by Club Secretary Edwin
Hernandez, and a Commemorative Stamp to Guest Speaker PDG Liza V. Elorde.

balita        October 27, 2022
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THE 16th REGULAR MEETING: 

A RECAP

The singing of the Philippine
Rotary Hymn again proved to
be an electrifying part of the
program.

Capping another successful
meeting, Pres. Hermie Esguerra
delivered his closing remarks and
adjourned the meeting.

balita        October 27, 2022

A newly inducted member, STAR Rtn.
Benedict Julius F. Ibuyan, handed his USD
1,000 Paul Harris Fellow contribution to The
Rotary Foundation through PDG Liza Elorde,
Chair of the District Rotary Foundation.
Looking on are Pres. Hermie Esguerra and 
 Paul Harris Fellow Chair/Treas. Karlo
Castro.



RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2022-2023

CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2022-2023

(As of October 26, 2022, 10:00 AM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

FULLY PAID

balita        October 27, 2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

PARTIALLY PAID

balita        October 27, 2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Incoming Board for Rotary Year 2023-2024
Holds Planning Meeting

The Incoming Board for Rotary Year 2023-2024 held a planning meeting on
Thursday, October 20, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. at the Roosevelt Room 3 of Conrad
Manila.

balita        October 27, 2022
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

Membership Committee Meets with Invitees

balita        October 27, 2022

Membership Committee met with invitee,
Mr. Edgard A. Cabangon, Chairman of AIC
Media Group.

Membership Committee met with invitee,
Mr. Arvin Arik Carranceja, Chief Executive
Officer of AROK General Merchandising.

Membership Committee met with invitee, 
 Mr. William T. Chen, Chief Financial Officer of
Real Steel Corporation and  Honorary Consul
of Sri Lanka in the Philippines.

Membership Committee met with invitee, Mr.
Olivier Biltz, President of FRANPHILIP Trade,
Inc. and 42 years Consul of the Trade and
Economic Development of the Embassy of the
France to the Philippines.

Membership Committee met last Tuesday, October 25, 2022 at 1:30 PM via Zoom. Present at the
meeting were Dir. Jujut Enriquez (Director-in-Charge of Membership Concerns); Chairman/PVP
Fausto Preysler, Past District Governor Vince Carlos,  Centennial Pres. Susing Pineda, Past Dir. Art
Lopez and Rtn. Anton Mauricio.
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19th RCM TOURISM AWARDS

Tourism Awards Committee Holds Meeting

balita        October 27, 2022

The RCM Awards Committee held a meeting last Monday, October 24, 2022 2PM
in New World Makati Hotel, hosted by STAR Rtn. Nantha Narayanamoorthy.

Present at the meeting were 19th RCM Tourism Awards Chairman/PD Art Lopez,
PDG Vince Carlos, Rtn. Bernd Schneider, Rtn. Wolf Harle, and PVP Fausto Preysler. 

Also present were Philippine Hotel Owners Association (PHOA) Executive Director
Benito "Bong" Bengzon Jr, PHOA Office Manager Minoll Alamo and RCM ES Anna
Kun Toledo.
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TREATMENT
DISEASE PREVENTION AND

RCM Graces Sta. Ana Hospital Blood Bank
Ground-Breaking Ceremonies

balita        October 27, 2022

Led by Manila Mayor Honey Lacuna,
Vice-Mayor Yul Servo, Operation Smile
Philippines (OSP) Executive Director
Emiliano Romano, Jaime V. Ongpin
Foundation President Reinaldo
Bautista Jr., and Hospital Director Dr.
Grace Padilla, the modest ground-
breaking ceremony was followed by
the inauguration of the OSP funded
Ambulatory Surgical Clinic and
blessing by Rev. Fr. Hector Ulysses
Cañon.

The Sta. Ana Hospital is the second
largest city government-owned
hospital in Manila with a 300-bed
capacity, 33 of which are part of their
DOH accredited isolation ward, with
its own infectious disease control
center.

The Rotary Club of Manila,
represented by Vice-President Reggie
Yu, Past Director Dr. John Cutter, and
Rtn. Joel Valdes, graced the ground-
breaking ceremonies of the Blood
Bank unit of Sta. Ana Hospital on
October 26, 2022. 



COGS
IN THE WHEEL
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Rtn. Senen Mangalile Visits
the Rotary Club of Bern Rosengarten

balita        October 27, 2022

Upon the invitation of Club President Urs Messerli, RCMer Senen Mangalile attended the
regular membership meeting of the Rotary Club of Bern Rosengarten on Monday, October
24th at Schmiedstube Restaurant in Berne, Switzerland.

The meeting featured a presentation by Rotary Youth Exchange participant Bernard Sixte
whom the Club is currently hosting and a lecture by Tonja Hofer-Erismann, Global Head of
Research & Incubation at SAP Intelligent Enterprise Institute, a global think-tank that helps
companies ramp up innovation and incubation activities.

The Rotary Club of Bern Rosengarten is under RI District 1990 and is one of the six Rotary
clubs in Berne. The Club has 43 active members, fourteen of whom are women. They meet
every first Monday for breakfast, every second and third Mondays for lunch, and every fourth
and fifth Monday for dinner.

President Urs extended a standing invitation to Rtn. Senen to visit and participate in the
club’s future meetings and activities.



COGS
IN THE WHEEL
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DE/Dir. Albert Alday Bestowed
the Most Outstanding JCI Senator in the

Philippines Award in the Field of Literature

balita        October 27, 2022

DE/Dir. Albert Alday was bestowed the Most Outstanding JCI Senator in the Philippines
Award in the Field of Literature during the 2022 Golden Awards on the occasion of the
Presidential Ball of the 54th National Convention of JCI Senate Philippines held last
October 22, 2022 at the General Luna Municipal Gymnasium in General Luna, Surigao
del Norte.



COGS
IN THE WHEEL
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STAR Rtn. Teddy Garcia Bestowed
the Honorary Lifetime President by the Philippine

Jaycee Senate Foundation, Inc. and the Most
Outstanding JCI Senator in the Philippines Award 

balita        October 27, 2022

STAR Rtn. Teddy Garcia was bestowed the Honorary Lifetime President by the Philippine
Jaycee Senate Foundation, Inc. and the Most Outstanding JCI Senator in the Philippines
Award during the 2022 Golden Awards on the occasion of the Presidential Ball of the 54th
National Convention of JCI Senate Philippines held last October 22, 2022 at the General Luna
Municipal Gymnasium in General Luna, Surigao del Norte.
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Rtn. Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay is Finalist at the
EY Entrepreneur of The Year Philippines 2022

Published in BusinessWorld, October 24, 2022

balita        October 27, 2022
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Rtn. Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay is Finalist at the
EY Entrepreneur of The Year Philippines 2022
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Rtn. Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay is Finalist at the
EY Entrepreneur of The Year Philippines 2022
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Rtn. Francisco “Paco” Magsaysay
Receives AgriMovers 2022 Award

for Business Category
from Agriculture Magazine 

balita        October 27, 2022



COMIC
RELIEF
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Source: Rotary District 9930 Newsletter
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Manila Rotarians Attend
the National Day of

Austria

balita        October 27, 2022

Manila Rotarians attended on Tuesday, October 25, 2022, the National Day
of Austria at The Peninsula Manila.



FELLOWSHIP
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First RCM Biggest Loser

balita        October 27, 2022
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