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Program Timetable

Invocation and Special Prayers                                       

Philippine National Anthem

RCM Hymn

Philippine Rotary Hymn

The Rotarian Pledge

The Four (4) Way Test 

Introduction of Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Welcome Song 

RC Manila Birthday Celebrants for the week

Registration & Zoom In  

Program Moderator/Facilitator/Chika Talk

Call to Order

AVP of RCM Members

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP 

Rtn. Raf Dionisio

Rtn. L.A. Sevilla

Rtn. Anton Mauricio          

AVP of RCM WF Music Chorale

12:30 PM                   

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Dir. Noy Benedicto

Part I

June 11
June 12
June 17

Maligayang Bati

HappyBirthday Song

President’s Time

AVP of  RCM WF Music Chorale

AVP of Birthday Celebrants

Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga

Rtn. Citos Manalaysay
Rtn. Raf Dionisio
PD Raoul Villegas

Rotary Year 2021-2022
Thursday, June 23, 2022, 12:30 PM

Presentation of Meeting Protocol/
Zoom Meeting House Rules

Rtn. Anton Mauricio

ZOOM 
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

June 20
June 20
June 22

IAT/AT PJ Garcia
Rtn. Hiroyuki Okajima
PT Chito Tagaysay
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ZOOM
WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Part II
1:00 PM                   Induction of the Board of Trustees and Executive Officers

of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

Response and Meeting Adjournment      Pres. Chito Zaldarriaga2:00 PM                   

Digital Turnover of the Chairmanship
and Presidency of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. 

PD Pepo Nuñez
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2022-2023
PT Lito Sibayan
President, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2022-2023

Valedictory Address

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2020-2021, RY 2021-2022
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Presentation of the Board of Trustees and
Executive Officers of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.
for RY 2022-2023

PDG Rudy Bediones   Charging and Induction of the Board of Trustees
and Executive Officers of the RCManila Foundation,
Inc.  for RY 2022-2023

PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
Chairman, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
RY 2020-2021, RY 2021-2022



05Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita        June 23, 2022

RELATIONSHIP OF RCMANILA FOUNDATION, INC. AND THE ROTARY CLUB
OF MANILA

The RCManila Foundation, Inc. and the Rotary Club of Manila are two separate and
distinct entities. The RCManila Foundation, Inc. is an incorporated foundation while
the Rotary Club of Manila is a societas anonimas, a kind of unincorporated association
with a distinct legal personality.  The foundation, in accordance with PCNC
requirements, should have its own projects.  Funding of projects of the Rotary Club of
Manila may be undertaken as an ancillary activity subject to availability of funds after
allocation of funds for the institutional projects of the foundation.  Members of the
Rotary Club of Manila can opt to become members of the foundation by way of
payment of the membership admission fee of Php 5,000.00.  Likewise, the nine (9)
Members of the Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila are automatically
nominated to the Board of Trustees of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. together with
six (6) others nominated from the members of the foundation during the annual
election of the Board of Trustees to make the fifteen (15) total members of the Board
of Trustees.  The Chairman and the President of the RCManila Foundation, Inc., in
turn, sit as Ex-Officio Members of the Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila
by virtue of a Board Resolution of the club in RY 2019-2020.  The RCManila
Foundation, Inc. shares the same office and consequently, the same office address as
the Rotary Club of Manila.  Thus, the relationship of both organizations is at arms
length, so to speak.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The seeds of the RCManila Foundation can be traced back to 1975 when it was
conceptualized by well-meaning members of the Rotary Club of Manila with the end
in view of funding the projects of the Rotary Club of Manila. However, it was only in
1979 that the Foundation was incorporated with the Securities and Exchange
Commission with PDG Benny Angtuaco as Chairman and Fr. Frank Reyes as President
during the term of Rotary Club of Manila President Alberto “Bert” Romulo. It was
registered in the Social Security System as Rotary Club of Manila Foundation, Inc. on
October 25, 1990. From its inception, several projects had been planned which
included a proposed RCManila Foundation Community Service Center Building along
a city property on Vito Cruz Street corner Maytubig Street in Manila, the sublease of
the Ground Floor of which was granted on October 17, 1991 during the term of
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President PDG Romy del Rosario, and a four storey Social
Housing Project on Juan Luna St., Tondo, Manila in RY 1993-1994.  This was the
prevailing norm of undertaking activities for several years until a foundation found
national prominence when it hugged the limelight as it served as a conduit for
siphoning funds which prompted the national government to craft and impose
stringent rules on the setting up as well as documentary requirements in the
registration and operations of foundations.
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In the light of these events which overtook the otherwise smooth and seamless flow
of operations in the past, the RCManila Foundation first applied for accreditation with
the then newly created, Philippine Council for NGO Certification (PCNC), the certifying
body of Philippine Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in 1998. However, this
first attempt for accreditation served as a learning experience for the foundation as
its application was denied due to the absence of its own activities and insufficient
funds. 
 
During RY 2004-2005, the Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the RCManila Foundation, Inc. to transfer
project funds that were underutilized to the RCManila Foundation, Inc. on loan for
the purpose of representing it as funds of the Foundation in furtherance of PCNC
accreditation. 
 
In RY 2006-2007, a Policy on Conflict of Interest was crafted, signed by then RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President Alex Yap and by then Secretary Monte Montecillo.  It was
not until August of 2007 that then PD Pat Viloria sought the Amendment of the By-
Laws and the Articles of Incorporation through the auspices of the Saludo Agpalo
Fernandez and Aquino Law Office of PP Aniceto “Dong” Saludo.Forthwith, the said law
office extended help pro bono in amending the By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation
during RY 2008-2009. 
 
The Board of Trustees of RY 2010-2011 considered applying for accreditation again
with PCNC. However, it was not until RY 2015-2016 when the foundation made
headway with the hiring of a experienced staff by the name of Shirley Fajarito to help
in the process of obtaining the PCNC accreditation of which the foundation came as
far as obtaining a Certificate of Registration from the Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD) as the staff left for another employment. Ardent pursuits
for the accreditation in RY 2017-2018 fell in vain. 

A breakthrough, however, was forthcoming in RY 2018-2019 when Chairman Rob
Sears contracted the services of an experienced lady by the name of Caridad Basila, a
Certified Public Accountant and a PCNC Assessor, who undertook necessary
paperwork which resulted in the renewal of its Certificate of Registration and the
obtaining of a Certificate of License to Operate from the DSWD together with the
much coveted accreditation from the PCNC as well as the foundation’s Donee’s Tax
Exemption from the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR).During the RY 2019-2020, the
foundation submitted the amendment to the Articles of Incorporation to the SEC in
order to change the address of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. and to conform to the
PCNC requirement that the administrative expenses of the organization, on an
annual basis, shall not exceed 30% of total donations and of total expenditures for
the taxable year. This happened last February 20, 2020.
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An ailing Chairman Rob Sears, turned over the Chairmanship to IPVP Herminio
Esguerra, who, with the untimely resignation of certain members of the Board of
Trustees which created a vacancy in the positions of President, Secretary, Treasurer
and Assistant Treasurer, quickly filled the vacancies with the conformity of the Board
of Trustees in RY 2020-2021 and hired a new dedicated staff, Mirasol Troniado-
Encarnacion, to pursue the PCNC re-accreditation which expired in December of 2020
with the end in mind of finally obtaining the Donors Tax Exemption status with the
Bureau of Internal Revenue. Meanwhile, the amendment to the Articles of
Incorporation of the foundation submitted in February of 2020 was only granted by
the SEC in October of 2020 due to the lockdown brought about by the global
pandemic. After going through the interview processes of PCNC earlier in 2021 and
after the onslaught of the global pandemic that resulted in lockdowns where the
PCNC’s operations were hampered in 2020, the foundation reclaimed its PCNC
accreditation valid for one year last February 24, 2021 and after constant follow ups
with the BIR, finally, reached a milestone in obtaining its Certificate of Registration for
its Donors Tax Exempt status last May 10, 2021.Hence, five of the members of the
Board of Trustees of the foundation attended the 22nd PCNC General Assembly last
June 1, 2021. Thereafter, the foundation obtained a second renewal of its PCNC
Accreditation last February 22, 2022 where it was bestowed an accreditation of three
(3) years. The foundation is now poised to move forward in its activities.

HISTORICAL MILESTONES

1975    Conceptualization of the RCManila Foundation, Inc.

1979    The RCManila Foundation, Inc. was born with its registration with the SEC.

October 25, 1990     The foundation was registered with the SSS as Rotary Club of
                                    Manila Foundation, Inc.

October 17, 1991     During the term of RCManila Foundation, Inc. President PDG
                                    Romy del Rosario, then Manila Mayor Gemiliano “Mel” Lopez”
                                    granted the request of the foundation to sublease the entire
                                    Ground Floor of the multi-storey building proposed to be put up
                                    by the foundation as the RCManila Foundation Community
                                    Service Center on a city property under lease to the foundation,
                                    located at Vito Cruz St. corner Maytubig St. in Manila. 

1998    First Attempt at applying for PCNC Accreditation

RY 2004-2005            MOU of the Rotary Club of Manila with RCManila Foundation for
                                    transfer of underutilized project funds of the Rotary Club of
                                    Manila for the purpose of representing it as funds of the
                                    Foundation in furtherance of PCNC accreditation. 
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RY 2006-2007             Policy on Conflict of Interest was crafted, signed by then
                                     RCManila Foundation, Inc. President Alex Yap and by then
                                     Secretary Monte Montecillo. 

August 2007               Sought Amendment of Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws of
                                     RCManila Foundation, Inc.

RY 2008-2009             Amended By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation

RY 2010-2011             Considered re-applying for PCNC Accreditation

RY 2015-2016             Obtained Certificate of Registration from DSWD

RY 2018-2019             Renewed Certificate of Registration and Obtained Certificate of
                                     License to Operate from DSWD

                                      Obtained PCNC Accreditation

                                      RCManila Foundation, Inc. obtained Tax Exemption as an
                                      institution from BIR.

RY 2019-2020              Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation (February 20, 2020)
                                      to change the address of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. and to
                                      conform to the PCNC requirement that the administrative
                                      expenses of the organization, on an annual basis, shall not
                                      exceed 30% of total donations and of total expenditures for the 
                                      taxable year.

RY 2020-2021             Obtained First Renewal of PCNC Accreditation (valid for one year)
                                      (February 24, 2021)

                                     Obtained Certificate of Registration from BIR for Donors Tax
                                     Exemption Status
                                     (May 10, 2021)

RY 2021-2022             Obtained Second Renewal of PCNC Accreditation (valid for three
                                      years)  
                                      (February 22, 2022)
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JOSE A. NUÑEZ JR.
Chairman

JOSELITO H. SIBAYAN
President

HERMINIO S. ESGUERRA
Trustee

FELIX  FRANCISCO S.
ZALDARRIAGA

Trustee

VICENTE J. CARLOS
Trustee

FRANCISCO D. MAGSAYSAY
Trustee

ALBERT S. ALDAY
Trustee

OSCAR A. DEL ROSARIO
Trustee

EDUARDO V. ENRQUEZ III
Trustee

ABRAHAM F PASCUAL
Trustee

REGINALD T. YU
Trustee

BEDA G. FAJARDO
Trustee

JOAQUIN C. RODRIGUEZ
Trustee

RAFAEL M. ALUNAN III
Trustee

JESUS M. PINEDA JR.
Trustee

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
RY 2022-2023
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JOEL C. VALDES
Corporate Secretary 

RAOUL C. CREENCIA 
Board Legal Adviser

FRANCISCO D. MAGSAYSAY
Treasurer

ANTONILO D. MAURICIO
Assistant Secretary

WILFREDO M. PELIŇO
Assistant Treasurer

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
RY 2022-2023



PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

Greetings my dear RCM Brothers!

“LAST 2 MINUTES!” is usually the pressure call
of a tight basketball game…

In this case, we are down to our last two
meetings. 

As we turn a new Rotary leaf, we will be
having the handover rites for our RCManila
Foundation, Inc. with a new band of leaders
today who were carefully selected and voted
into office. These fine gentlemen are tasked
to bring our foundation to its optimum
operational level in the incoming Rotary year.

With RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs
Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra having set up the proverbial ducks
for the foundation this year coupled with the
new set of officers, headed by Incoming
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and
Rotary Club of Manila PD Pepo Nuñez and
very ably skippered by incoming RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of
Manila PT Lito Sibayan, this group will
contextualize the funding needs of our club
with a new dynamism needed for the new
normal we are all anticipating.

I spoke to PD Nick Locsin, the Chairman of
the Circle of Centennial Rotary Clubs,
yesterday who gave me an update of our
club’s participation in the recently concluded
Houston Rotary International Convention. I
have asked him to give us all an update
during this meeting if possible. A handful of
good news, indeed!

We will formally launch the Rotary Club of
Manila Educational Assistance Program
(REAP) “Study Now Pay Later” Program that
RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and
Rotary   Club   of   Manila   PP  Susing   Pineda 
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(Centennial President) and his team have
been working on for the past weeks, on June
28, 2022 at 12:00 pm. This is a timely
program for the dislocated families/ students
who have had to stop college enrollment due
to the pandemic and exacerbated by the
Ukraine situation.

Although we are maintaining our decision to
hold once a month, a face to face meeting
with Zoom for the rest of the month, we will
need to tweak this with our second face to
face meeting next week for our last General
Membership Meeting for RY 2021-2022
where our Club Awards and Valedictory
Meeting takes place, including, my
Valedictory Speech!
Hope to see you all there next week!

May God bless us all!

Humbly yours in Rotary,

FSZ
Felix Francisco S. Zaldarriaga
President
RY 2021-2022



The Rotary Club of Manila
Audiovisual Presentation of the

Philippine National Anthem

DGND Jackie Rodriguez, as Program
Moderator/Facilitator, calls the day’s

sequential order of activities.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
calls the meeting to order.

PP Frank Evaristo delivers
an Invocation and Special Prayer.

The World Famous Music Chorale Audiovisual Presentation of the
RC Manila Hymn and the singing of the Philippine Rotary Hymn

THE WEEK
THAT WAS
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu
leads the recitation of the Four (4) Way
Test for Manila Rotarians to renew
their commitment to the Rotary
movement.

DGND Jackie Rodriguez,
Program Moderator/ Facilitator,
acknowledges visiting Rotarians
and guests.

The audiovisual presentation of the
World Famous Chorale singing the
Welcome Song
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President Chito Zaldarriaga
delivers his President’s Time.



THE WEEK
THAT WAS

The signing of the Memorandum of Agreement between the Rotary
Club of Manila, Manila Times and RCManila Foundation, Inc.

The awarding of the check to Manila Times worth Php 100,000.00.
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Dir. Amading Valdez, Chairman,
Pro Patria Journalism Awards 2022,
explains the rationale.

RCManila Foundation, Inc. President
and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing
Pineda (Centennial President)
presents the Outstanding Journalists of
the Pro Patria Journalism Awards 2022.
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

ALEXANDER “ALEX” R. MAGNO
(Geopolitics)
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

JOAQUIN “QUINITO” M. HENSON 
(Sports)
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

ELPIDIO “DEO” M. MACALMA 
(Broadcast)
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

IRIS CECILIA C. GONZALES 
(Business)
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

SANDRA AGUINALDO 
(TV Investigative Reporting)



21Rotary Club of Manila Newsletter balita        June 23, 2022

THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

JOSE ROBERTO “ROBY” A. ALAMPAY 
(Documentary)
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

CLARISSA WARD 
(International Award)
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

JOURNALISM 2022 AWARDEES

Presentation of Life
Achievement Award to Atty.
Emiliano “Emil” P. Jurado by
DE Tony Lopez 
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THE WEEK
THAT WAS

Posterity photo of the Pro Patria Journalism Awardees 2022 with Dir.
Amading Valdez (Chairman), President Chito Zaldarriaga, Sen. Cynthia
Villar, Sen. Sherwin Gatchalian, RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman
and Rotary Club of Manila Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP
Hermie Esguerra, Sen. Aquilino Pimentel III, RCManila Foundation, Inc.
President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda (Centennial
President) and DGND Jackie Rodriguez.

Group photo of Manila Rotarians and Pro Patria Journalism Awardees 2022



THE WEEK
THAT WAS

RCManila Foundation, Inc.
Chairman and Rotary Club of
Manila Programs Committee
Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra
delivers his closing message.

President Chito Zaldarriaga
adjourns the meeting. 

DE Tony Lopez moderates the Press
Conference.
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The Pro Patria Journalism
Awardees 2022 at the Press
Conference



Dear Fellow Rotarians,

Today, we witness a milestone event unfold, one that highlights the
gains of a recently accredited entity much as it underscores the need
for dynamism in preserving its storied existence. The Induction and
Turnover Ceremonies of the RCManila Foundation, Inc. finds a much
coveted place in our club’s rich heritage.

As the foundation brings in the much needed funds for the service
projects we yearn to see, it’s a date, 12:30 PM, JUNE 23.

Very truly yours,

PE/PVP HERMINIO “HERMIE” S. ESGUERRA
Programs Committee Chairman
RY 2021-2022

From the Programs Committee

CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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RCM Members’ Attendance Report
RY 2021-2022

CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

List of Members Who Have Paid
Their Annual Dues for RY 2021-2022

(As of June 22, 2022, 1:00 PM)
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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The Board of Directors
of the Rotary Club of Manila

for RY 2021-2022
Holds 11th Regular Meeting

CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

The Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2021-2022
held its 11th Regular Meeting last June 14, 2022 via Zoom virtual
platform. Present were President Chito Zaldarriaga,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IAT/AT PJ
Garcia, Dir. Noy Benedicto, Dir. Amading Valdez, VP Farid Schoucair,
IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, DE/Treasurer Jujut Enriquez and
ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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PDG Romy M. del Rosario Rotary
Information Committee Holds Briefing 

CLUB
ADMINISTRATION

The PDG Romy M. del Rosario Rotary Information Committee conducted a briefing
for aspiring members last June 17, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present on the
part of the committee were PDG Alex Cureg (Chairman), PDG Obet Pagdanganan,
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, PD Alvin Lacambacal, Rtn. Manny Blanco and ES
Anna Kun Toledo. Present on the part of the aspiring members are LCP Aries
Balanay (Rotary Club of Intramuros), Steve Allen Tycangco, John Tan, Theodore
Garcia and Paul Koh.
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Rotary Club of Manila
Announces Induction and Turnover

Ceremonies for RY 2022-2023

CLUB
ADMINISTRATION
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THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

July 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
An Opportunity has now opened doors for
our club to be a 100% Paul Harris Club. With
only US$ 500.00 as a beginning contribution,
you can now become a Paul Harris Fellow.

We have members who have risen to donor
levels that have earned them significant point
values. Our fellow members led by IPP Jackie
Rodriguez, PDG Alex Cureg, PVP Hermie
Esguerra, PDG Rudy Bediones and PDG Obet
Pagdanganan have indicated their willingness
to share the points they have earned to allow
Rotarians to be enrolled in the Roster of Paul
Harris Fellows for only an initial contribution
of US$ 500.00 instead of the regular  US$
1,000.00. 

Contributions can easily be made by enrolling
in www.rotary.org using your R.I.
Identification Number. Once enrolled, you are
allowed to learn Rotary, increase your circle
of friendship and contribute conveniently
using the website. 
 
We, Rotarians, belong to a global family of
service-oriented people who believe that our
congregation is a means to share our
blessings to the less fortunate communities
globally. The Rotary Foundation is the funding
arm of global humanitarian undertakings of
Rotary International. It was formally named in
1917 and the first trustees were appointed
after Rotary International President Arch
Klumph proposed for the establishment of an
endowment for the purpose of doing good in
the world. The first grant of US$ 500
benefitted the International Society for
Crippled Children (Easter Seals). History
marks the milestone projects of The Rotary
Foundation     such      a     scholarship         for 

international graduate study, the elimination
of Polio worldwide, the initiation of a World
Peace Forum, among others.  Under the
Rotary’s 7 Areas of Service Focus, namely,
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution,
Disease Prevention and Treatment, Water and
Sanitation, Maternal and Child Health, Basic
Education and Literacy, Economic and
Community Development and lastly,
Supporting the Environment, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation have
made themselves relevant to developing
communities globally.

All these services would not have been made
possible if not for the generosity of Rotarians,
who voluntarily enlisted themselves to become
members of The Rotary Foundation through a
minimal contribution of US$ 1,000.00.  

We are currently working on Global Grants and
District Grants. Your contribution will
significantly improve the community living of
our target beneficiaries.
 
For any assistance, please feel free to contact
me.  

Yours in the service of Rotary, 

ROMEO THADDEUS R. LIAMZON  
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation
Director
RY 2021-2022 

Noted by:

FELIX FRANCISCO S. ZALDARRIAGA 
President
RY 2021-2022

Appeal for Paul Harris Fellows
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http://www.rotary.org/


Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,

This is to announce a call for Global Grant Proposals for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
See the fruition of your donations to The Rotary Foundation as you witness
sustainable service projects unfold that would define the existence of Asia’s First
Rotary Club.

For queries, please get in touch with the Secretariat and/or the undersigned.

Yours in Rotary service,

ROMEO THADDEUS “THAD” R. LIAMZON
Chairman, The Rotary Foundation Committee
Director
RY 2021-2022

Calling for Proposals
for Global Grants
for RY 2021-2022

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION
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Polio Plus Society Pin

District Awards
(District Governors Discretion)

The Polio Plus Society is a District program
to promote individual giving to PolioPlus.
Member of the Society agree to give $100
per year toward polio eradication until
polio is wiped out of the world.  

THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION
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Bawat Rotarian Bakunado
COVID-19 Booster Vaccination

DISEASE PREVENTION 
AND TREATMENT
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BASIC EDUCATION 
AND LITERACY

Rotary Club of Manila
Educational Assistance Program Committee

Holds Meeting on
Study Now, Pay Later Project

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program (REAP) Committee held a meeting
last June 14, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc.
President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda (Centennial President) (Chairman),
ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Romy Nones (Co-Chairman), PP Teddy Ocampo, LCP
Chloe Louise Say (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila), PE Kenny Clavero (Rotaract Club of Manila),
Executive Officer for Service Nicole Therese Go (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila), PE/EVP Arvin
Ajesta (Rotaract Club of DLSU-Manila and Mr. Duncan Power (Chief Executive Officer and Co-
Founder, Dana Asia).
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BASIC EDUCATION 
AND LITERACY

 Rotary Club of Manila
Educational Assistance Program Committee

Holds Meeting Anew on
Study Now, Pay Later Project

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program (REAP) Committee held a
meeting anew last June 17, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were RCManila
Foundation, Inc. President and Rotary Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda (Centennial
President) (Chairman), ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. Romy Nones (Co-Chairman),
Rtn. Noel Tanglao, Dir. Amading Valdez, PP Teddy Ocampo, Lene Wong (Rotaract Club of
DLSU-Manila) and PE Kenny Clavero (Rotaract Club of Manila).
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Rotary Club of Manila
Educational Assistance Program Committee

Holds Production Meeting on
Study Now, Pay Later Project

The Rotary Club of Manila Educational Assistance Program (REAP) Committee
held a meeting last June 21, 2022 at the Balcony Room of the New World Makati
Hotel, Makati City. Present were RCManila Foundation, Inc. President and
Rotaract Club of Manila PP Susing Pineda (Centennial President) (Chairman), PP
Teddy Ocampo, Rtn. Romy Nones, Ms. Gigi Guevarra (Assistant Director for
Events Management, New World Makati Hotel), ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday,
LCP Aries Balanay (Rotary Club of Intramuros Manila), Dir. Amading Valdez and
PD Art Lopez.
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Eulogy of President Chito Zaldarriaga
for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph

Ida, Robi, Ria, Rizza, Ralph and everyone of
Bobby’s family members as well as my RCM
brothers who are all here this afternoon, my
deepest, deepest sympathies to all of you. 

It’s really very hard to put into words my
sentiments about this man, a man who deeply
touched the lives of all who he came across
and met. 

Bobby had a way of connecting with people
unlike anyone I’ve known. 

He was always available for anyone who
needed to talk or consult him on matters
about anything especially about RCM. Text
him “can I call?” He would call you! 

His Rotary term was rife with hard and
extremely difficult decisions to make - but
decide he did and he did so with firmness, but
tempered with kindness and dignity.
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His generosity was legendary. You heard Anton, Sam, Francis  Nagi , Amading… We’ve all
witnessed his magnanimity… 

I was sitting next to him during our recent Tourism Awards at some point before the
program ended. He very subtly and discreetly asked for an envelope from one of the waiters
and put in a huge amount of cash and handed it over to one of our entertainers after
hearing his moving life story. Just like that… no fanfare, no announcement… that was
Bobby…what a guy.…

Surely, you’ve all heard and experienced these endearing and remarkable dimensions of
Bobby in varying degrees, all of them worth emulating. 

I really admired Bobby. In fact, I jokingly told him once, “Bobby, when I grow up, I want to be
just like you!” And he just gave me that gentle signature smile of his… 

In putting this message together, I asked myself :
 
What would Bobby want me to share with you all today? What would honor him most? 

After much thought and even prayer about it, I came out the door with this. 



I believe in my heart, 100%, that this is what he would have wanted me to share with you all
this afternoon. 

A saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Saviour. 

Let me repeat. Bobby, embraced this towards the home stretch of his earthly life.

And as sure as we are all here with each other right now, I’m certain that our dear Bobby is
smiling with his signature smile with this prayer I will lead as I invite us all to pray silently.

Make this your personal prayer. 

Eulogy of President Chito Zaldarriaga
for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
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Thank you ! 

May I now turn over his name
plaques to Ida. A token if his
powerful presence in our club
that he was so very much a part
and beloved part of.

Prayer



Heavenly Father, thank you for welcoming our dear Bobby
into Your glorious kingdom. We rest in the comfort that he is

in the best of Hands ever, your loving hands dear Lord! 



We now humble ourselves before You with this prayer from our hearts: 



“Dear Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and need your forgiveness. 
I believe you died on the cross for my sins and rose from the dead. 

I now open my heart to receive You as my personal Lord and Savior! 
Please help me to daily surrender to your will. 

And Lord, please give our dear Bobby a big tight abrazo from all of us
in Jesus name, Amen.” 



 Manila Rotarians Hold Necrological Services
for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph

Manila Rotarians attended the necrological services for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph last June 16,
2022 at the Memorial Chapels of The Heritage Memorial Park in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.
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 Manila Rotarians Hold Necrological Services for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
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 Manila Rotarians Hold Necrological Services for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
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Manila Rotarians attended the necrological services for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph last June 16,
2022 at the Memorial Chapels of The Heritage Memorial Park in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.



Manila Rotarians Attend
Ninth Day Novena Mass of
DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph

Manila Rotarians attended the Ninth Day Novena Mass for DDCC/IPP Bobby Joseph
last June 21, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform.
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE

 Community Service Group
for RY 2022-2023 Holds Meeting

The Community Service Group of the Rotary Club of Manila for RY 2022-2023 held a
meeting last June 22, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. During this meeting the Peace and
Conflict Resolution Committee and the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Committee
presented their respective proposed undertakings. Present were DE/PD Raffy Alunan, PD
Issam Eldebs (Peace and Conflict Resolution Committee Chairman), ISAA Nagi Zeitouni
(Peace and Conflict Resolution Committee Co-Chairman), STAR Rtn. Junjie Vazquez
(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Committee Chairman), STAR Rtn. Paco Magsaysay (Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene Committee Co-Chairman), IBLA Raoul Creencia (Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene Committee Member), Rtn. Ricky Guevara (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Committee Member), PDG Rudy Bediones (Community Economic Development
Committee Chairman), PD Oscar del Rosario (Community Economic Development
Committee Member), RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Rotary Club of Manila
Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie Esguerra and ES Anna Kun Toledo.
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PP Frank Evaristo:
Lessons From a Dad to His Junior
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Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV Featured on TV Patrol
for Rizal's Natal Day

Rtn. Teddy Kalaw IV was featured on TV Patrol last June 19, 2022
on the occasion of the natal day of national hero, Dr. Jose Rizal.
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Rtn. Warren So is First Runner-Up in the
Masters Class of JCI Senate Philippines Golf 2022

Rtn. Warren So was First Runner-Up at the Masters Class of
JCI Senate Philippines Golf 2022 last June 22, 2022 at the
Valley Golf and Country Club in Antipolo City.
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ONLINE
RELEASES

Sandra Aguinaldo Receives 
The Outstanding Journalist Award at the

2022 Pro Patria Journalism Awards
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Pro Patria

This was one of the major points discussed
during last week’s 2022 Pro Patria Journalism
Awards presented by the 103-year-old Rotary
Club of Manila led by RCM president Felix
“Chito” Zaldariaga.

“The awards were given to journalists who have
an impact on society. Almost to a man, the
committee rejected bloggers since the structure
of discipline and peer review has not been
instituted or formalized in their case,” said Dean
Amado Valdez, chairman of this year’s RCM
Journalism Awards Committee.

I am grateful, and happy to share I was among
the awardees, along with The STAR’s Alex
Magno (Geopolitics) and Joaquin Henson
(Sports); GMA-7’s Sandra Aguinaldo (TV
Investigative Reporting); TV 5’s Jose Roberto
Alampay (Documentary); DZRH’s Deo Macalma
(Broadcasting) and CNN’s Clarissa Ward
(International Journalism).

Veteran journalist lawyer Emiliano Jurado
completed the roster of this year’s awardees.
He received the Lifetime Achievement Award.

In our respective acceptance speeches, some of
us highlighted the difficulties we are facing now
because of fake news.

Sandra said: “At GMA, while we are present on
all media platforms and working hard to
provide accurate information, it is unfortunate
that fake news is still being spread.”

“As journalists, we are not perfect but
we do our best to present accurate
and fair news reports at all times. This
is our way of standing our ground
hoping that the public would be able
to tell that with mainstream media,
they get the accurate information and
they see accountability in cases of
shortcomings,” she added.

In my message, I said it hasn’t been
easy the past years especially with so
many factors trying to discredit
journalists and journalism today. I said
this shouldn’t be the case because
journalists are not the enemy. Veteran
journalist Tony Lopez, who introduced
Mr. Jurado, expounded on this point,
saying that journalists are perceived
enemies only by wrongdoers.
Journalism, as I always say, is a reward
in itself. “It’s a calling,” as the 95-year-
old Mr. Jurado said. But to be
recognized in these exhausting times
is a bonus.

Thank you Rotary Club of Manila for
the recognition. It’s an honor to be in
this profession and to stand with
fellow journalists on that stage last
week. A great day for journalism,
indeed.
 
Iris Gonzales’ email address is
eyesgonzales@gmail.com.
Follow her on Twitter @eyesgonzales.
Column archives at eyesgonzales.com

mailto:eyesgonzales@gmail.com
mailto:@eyesgonzales
http://eyesgonzales.com/
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INTERCLUB  
RELATIONS

Manila Rotarians Attend
District Training Assembly 

Manila Rotarians attended the District Training Assembly hosted by the Rotary Club of
Raha Sulayman Manila last June 18, 2022 via Zoom virtual platform. Present were
RCManila Foundation, Inc. Chairman and Programs Committee Chairman PE/PVP Hermie
Esguerra, DGND Jackie Rodriguez, ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, IS Edwin Hernandez,
DE/Dir. Johnny Chotrani, IAS Mike Albaña, IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary Reggie Yu, ISAA Nagi
Zeitouni, DE/IPD Hans Palacios, IAT/AT PJ Garcia, PDG Alex Cureg and PDG Rudy Bediones.
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RELATIONS

Rotary District 3810
Handover and Induction Ceremonies 2022
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INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE
Rotary International Convention 2023

in Melbourne, Australia
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Manila Rotarians Participate
in JCI Senate Philippines Golf 2022
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Manila Rotarians attended the JCI Senate Philippines Golf 2022 last June 22, 2022
at the Valley Golf and Country Club in Antipolo City.

Present were ISDG/ISAG/DE/Dir. Albert Alday, Rtn. L.A. Sevilla, Rtn. John Bautista
and Rtn. Warren So.
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Source: www.rotary.org
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 Straight from

the Horse's Mouth
by IDDCC/VPE/Club Secretary

Reginald “Reggie” T. Yu
Managing Editor, BALITA, RY 2021-2022

THE PASSING OF A PURPOSEFUL PILLAR.
“You have to have a grateful heart. Every day is a special day. You cannot be positive without

being grateful,” he said. “You have to do with passion the things that you like to do.”
— Bobby Joseph 



The life of ROBERT “Bobby” LIM JOSEPH was, in so many ways, exceptional. It vindicated his
faith amid seemingly impossible odds; he redeemed that faith through a grateful heart; and
overcame these odds to become, up until his passing, the longest living person with Stage 4
cancer. 

But while being a cancer survivor — and the great epiphany of spiritual conviction that
arose from his affliction — was perhaps the apogee of his personal triumph, he’d had many
admirable feathers tucked in his colorful hat. Apart from being a staunch travel and tourism
advocate, he was a passionate environmentalist, a champion of admirable causes, a wine
connoisseur, and a businessman, a diplomat (honorary consul general of the Republic of
Latvia to the Philippines since 1994), a book author, and a motivational speaker.
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Bobby was best known as the pillar of
the Philippine travel and tourism
industry, whose career dated back to
as far as the mid-sixties when he was
named top salesman for Egypt Air from
1965 to 1979. As a trailblazer in
aviation marketing, he was an
unstoppable force of nature,
accomplishing unprecedented
milestones in the country’s travel
sector. He promoted Korean culture as
part of his work in Korean Air Lines,
long before K-Pop became vogue. He
once collaborated with Asia’s “Fashion
Czar” Pitoy Moreno in mounting a
fashion show in the sky — onboard a
KAL 747 flying from Seoul to New York
with the 747’s aisles as the catwalk.
And amid the massive economic fallout
from  the political crises in the eighties, 



OTHER 

MATTERS
he successfully spearheaded the Philippines’
hosting of the 17th Annual World Airline
Clubs Association (WACA) Convention in
1984. He founded the first travel cooperative
in the Philippines for micro travel agencies,
which quickly gained accreditation by the
International Air Transport Association (IATA).
He was president of the Network of
Independent Travel Agencies (NITAS) as well
as of the National Association of Independent
Travel Agencies (NAITAS), with more than a
hundred chapters all over the country. 

Indeed, the capstone years of Philippine
tourism was built by people like him. The
industry was built by Bobby Josephs. He
brought the tourism landscape a little bit
closer to the pinnacle of the industry’s highest
goals. He, together with Gawad Kalinga
founder Tony Meloto, endeavored to
establish a sustainable farm tourism project
in San Jose, Batangas called “Paraiso Village
Social Tourism Farm.” He also spearheaded
the International School of Sustainable
Tourism (ISST), as Vice-Chairman with former
Tourism Secretary Mina Gabor as president.

But it was in his final years as President of the
Rotary Club of Manila that I saw the man up-
close-and-personal. As Club Secretary, I was
at the front-and-center of his light which
shone the brightest. Despite being aware of
his ongoing medical condition, the members
of Asia’s oldest Rotary Club overwhelmingly
elected him in absentia to lead them through
the organization’s most challenging
moments. True to his mandate, he proved to
all  that  there   exists  the  capacity   for  great 

courage, that in all of us there is a longing to
do what’s right, that in all of us there is a
willingness to love all people, and to extend
to them their God-given rights to dignity and
respect. So many of us lose that sense. It’s
taught out of us. We start feeling as if, in
fact, that we can’t afford to extend kindness
or decency to other people. But Bobby
always saw the best in us. And when all
seemed lost and the tide of public opinion
seemed to be going against his way, he
never gave up and never stopped speaking
out because he saw the best in every single
Rotarian. He believed in us even when we
didn’t believe in ourselves. 

He didn’t rest, even when his cancer was
showing signs of recursion, along with its
accompanying horrific side effects and
pains. He would meet his Board almost on a
daily basis — oftentimes, several times a day
— to stave off a membership crisis. And, in
the face of extended lockdowns during the
worst of the pandemic, he even elevated
what he started at the Manila Yacht Club in
saving Manila Bay and by going nationwide
in collaboration with the Department of the
Interior and Local Government and other
government agencies to support various
projects for sustainability. When other
Rotary Clubs were struggling to stay afloat,
he continued getting bigger projects in
collaboration with other Rotary clubs abroad
to secure grants to help the Philippine
General Hospital (PGH), the Tuloy
Foundation of Father Rocky Evangelista,
scholarships and student exchange
programs, and outreach programs. 
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He astonished even the most dedicated workaholics during his punishing year
as a dedicated Rotary leader with his cyclonic energy and confounded his
skeptics with his steely resolve to accomplish the impossible, largely because of
his “can-do” attitude to “optimism and positive thinking,” often masked in a
disarmingly jovial demeanor. 

His warm face and relaxed manner rarely revealed his inner feelings. Those
who knew him well say Bobby Joseph was a fascinating paradox, an idealist
who never abandoned the hard edge of reality, a man of high principle who,
without ever compromising morality, could play a tough game to win his goals.
Over the years, he had projected a commendable public modesty, but behind
the humble exterior was a steely inner toughness. 

Looking back at these past few years, I know that everything Bobby Joseph did
had a purpose. He was a creative energizer of people, a man unafraid to make
unpopular decisions, a natural mentor and leader.

What a gift Bobby Joseph was. We are all so lucky to have had him walk with us
for a while, and show us the way.

Paalam, President Bobby. 
Let’s get together and indulge for
a few drinks when we meet again.
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